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BNP-AL clashes leave
14 dead in 11 days

By Staff correspondent

The BNP and the Awami
League (AL), during the
from May 28 to June 7. 1996,

clashed 39 times. leaving 14
persons dead and 295
wounded, according to a re-

port five human rights organi-
sations,

During clashes between the
BNP and the Jativa Party (JP).
123 people were injured in 10
incidents.

The information ’clearly
shows that the use of violence
is central to the major parties.
The student wings of the main
political parties also practise
violence.® said the report re-
leased to Lhe piess yesterday.

According to the report
other important events in-
clude. The destruction of a
shop of an AL supporter and a

BNP carrying out
false propaganda,
says Zillur

"By Staff Correspondent

Awami League general sec-
retary Zillur Rahinan yesterday
alleged that the BNP was
carrying out false p anda
against his party and halching
conspiracies to rig the coming
elections.

He urged the people and
his partymen to remain alert
against such propaganda and
any attempt to rig the polls.

"Sensing sure defeat, BNP
activists are impersonatin
Awami League workers an
doing terrorism to befool the
people.” Zillur said in a state-
ment.

He referred to press re-
ports that audio cassettes in-
timating the voice of AL presi-
dent Sheikh Hasina were
‘played in some election camps
ol gNP to make [alse propa-
ganda against Awami League.

Hasina
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unit of Awami League and ad-
dressed by among others, AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton, AL candi-
date in Rajshahi-2Z and his
mother Jabhanara Zaman,
widow of late AHM
Qamruzzaman who was a
prominent party leader and
close associate of Sheikh
Mujibar Rahman.

Our Pabna Correspondent
reports: Addressing a huge
Bluhlil: meeting at Lthe -Sar

annan High School ground.
Hasina reiterated that if voted
to power, her party would en-
sure "complete' freedom of
the press and the judiciary and
make Radic and Television au-
toneimeus bodies State-run
newspapers and the news
;gcﬂncy will be prioritised, she

The meeting was presided
over Shamsur Rahman Sharif
Dilu, president. Ishurdi thana
Awami League and AL candi-
date from Pabna-4 con-
stituency. It was addressed, by
among others, Abdul Halim
Choudhury, Nuruzzaman
Biswas, Ruhul Amin Khan,
Rafiqullah and Ruhul Amin
Babloo

Khaleda
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The BNP chief told the
electorate that if her party re-
turned to power, it would con-
tinue the develnimem pro-
grammes undertaken by her
government for poverty alle-
viation and eradication of
unemployment and illiteracy.

"They just did it to make
functional! another port of a
different country. That non-
cooperation was not against
BNP, it was against the dpenple
and the coumntry, she said.

At the meetings, Begum Zia
introduced her party nominees
Amir Kashry,. Mahmood
Chowdhury 1&itlagnng—ﬂ].
Abdullah Al-Noman (Chitta-
Fung—’&] and M Morshed Khan
Chittagong-10). She handed
them sheaf of paddy and urged
the people to vote for Eer

part_',r._
City campaign

P
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Major political parties'
candidates made vigorous
campaigns yesierday rally sup-
Fort in their favour, particu-
a

rly trying hard to win the
hearts of undecided voters,

The formal electioneering
of the candidates is to end this
midnight, 48 hours ahead of
the midnight of the polling
date.

Both BNP and Awami
League, the two major con-
tenders for power, having
nominees in all the eight
Dhaka seats, geared up their

cam ing yesterday.
Bglalg%uught out a colourful
truck-procession yesterday.
Party workers wearing tradi-
tional farmers’ straw hats with
BNP's election bol ‘'sheaf of
rnddy' in their hands boarded
rucks and moved along the
city streets.
Female workers of Awami
€ brought out a proces-
sion In Ramna-Tejgaon area
si chorus songs with the
rhythm of traditional musical
instruments. '

' City AL president and DCC

Mayor Mohammad Hanif con-
tinued electionee in Dhaka
in support of the party candi-

dates in the eight seats in the
capital.

Badiul Alam of {‘hlthgonii
murder of AL leader Jamaat

of Manikganj. murder of AL
workers in Pabna and

the period from May
18-28 under survey, 25 violent
incidents took place. But, dur-
ing May 28 to June 7, the
number of vialent incidents
tripled. The re did not in-
clude the violence in Bhola
where one person was killed
and the Feni and Daudkandi
incidents where 70 people
were wounded. _
"We do not see any sign of a
decrease in wviolence as the
election nears. Political
need to show mutual lolerance
for one another and Age in
efforts to combat violence.”
the tions.
e organisations which

prgpared the are : Ain-
o-Salish Kendra.

Odhikar,

Bangladesh Legal Aid Services
Trust, Law Review and Nagorik

Uddog.
BNP demands
removal of
Barisal DC, SP

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) yesterday deman-
ded the removal of the
returning officer of Bhola for
his alleged partial activities in
the area. reports BSS.,

Chairman of BNP election
conducting committee A M
Zahiruddin Khan. at a briefing
here said the situation at Bhola
has deteriorated further and
one more BNP activist ol
Alinagar Union, Shukur, 35,
was killed yesterday.

He accused the Bhola ad-
ministration of partisan role
and said the deputy commis-
sioner M A Mannan and the
police super should be re-
moved immediately.

He said a delegation of the
BNP led by himself yesterday
called on Chief Adviser Justice
Mohammad Habibur Rahman at
the latter's office.

They discussed different is-
sues relating to coming elec-
tion, including the Bhola situa-
tion, with the Chief Adviser.

SAARC team to
cover 100 centres
in 35 districts

The non-Government Elec-
tion Observers team from
South Asia is here only to ob-
serve Bangladesh's parliamen-
tary election am June 12, not
to meddle in it, reports UNB.

"We'll neither supervise nor
monitor the polls.” Nikhil
Chakravarty. a member of the
team, told a press conference
at a local hotel yesterday.

The Indian top columnist
said the team would make de-
tailed reports only on the at-
mnarh:re of the polls which
would be made public on June
1115 through a news conference

ere,

The observers will visit
election centres across the
country to watch the elecioral
atmosphere as well as ballot
proceedings.

Most of the observers
assed a hectic day yesterday
olding meetings with officials

concerned and leaders of ma-
jor political parties.

BNP activist
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from Dhaka-7 constituenry
police sources said.

Delwar was immediately
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College Haspital (DMCH] from

where he was later shifted to |

the Suhrawardy Hospital.

According to FIR filed with
Kotwali thana. three persons
fired on Delwar when he
reached near 89, Hazi Abdullah
Sarker Lane. Delwar's cousin,
- Md Solaiman filed the case.

Polls monitors

From Page 1

8 from Cambodia. 1B from
Canada, 20 from the Com-
monwealth, 31 from Euro
Union, 2 from Iran, 41 from
National Demoeratic Institute
of USA. 5 from Nepal. 9 from
.Jai:lm, 3 from Norway, 5 from
Pakistan and 40 from South
Asian Observation Team.
Others are from South Africa,
Sri Lanka and Thailand.

Foreign Ministry sources
said 132 observers have ar-
rived here from eight foreign
organisations to oversee the
June 12 election. Besides. a
Japanese observer team is due
to arrive here today.

Ctg campaign

From Page 1

the situation round-the-clock,
according to official sources.
Election materials have al-
ready been sent to all the
constituencies.
As door-to-door and r-

son-to- 50N campaign here
marhecre:“::rend. I:ﬁia time,
mpared with that of '91
lection, I:I?lkﬂlt of the vum
were Keeping mum
‘seemed very I‘:lkgﬁ.lthl! about
their choice in this year's

polls,

As a result. political ob-
servers here say they find it
very difficult to make any pre-
diction this time.
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city yesterday.

Awami League supporters brought out a frocession wihe body ofﬂhulml Hague in lhe

Armed forces to act under |

Home Ministry: CEC

Chief Election Commi-
ssioner (CEC) Mohammed Abu

ena vyesterday said
clion Conuaission was fully

reparcd with all logistics lor
olding a free and fair poll on
June 12, reparts UNB

He told members of the
OCAB, that soine 400,000 -
sonnel would be rom
police, Ansars. and BDR in ad-
dition te 40.000 army and 550
naval troops posted at straleghc
points tuo assist the civil
administration in maintaining
law and order during the
volin

en asked. the CEC said

the armed lorces would be

laced under the Ministry of

fjome Affairs which will coor-

dinate the law-enforcing agen-
cles.

The army and navy would
be called out to help the civil
authorities only in the event ol
violence, on requisition by
magistrates, presiding officers
or returning officers on duty
the CEC ad _

Hena said deployment ol
lorces in each polling centre

Ershad

the Election Commission and
other authorities concerned
and also issued directives to
them.

The HC. by the rule nisi.
had ordered the respondents
to show cause as to why they
should not be directed 1o allow
the titioner to address the
electorate through the pgov.
ernment electronic media
namely. television and radio as
per the script submitted to the
authorities earlier

Pending hearing of the rule,
the HC directed the respon-
dents to record the speech of
Ershad either in TV Bha-
ban/Radip Bhaban or in the
Dhaka Central Jail and telecast
and broadcast the same al
with the speeches of other
party leaders as decided by the
government.

The HC also directed the
respondents to make such
immediale arrangement for
recording Ershad s speech n
the Dhaka Central Jail so ihat
the same may be broadcasted
and telecasted within the time
limit prescribed by the elec-
tion authorities.

However, the HC observed
that the respondents will be at
liberty to strike down any por-
tton of the speech which is
found to be in conflict with the
Code of Conduct or any other
Rules and ulations promul-

gated by the Election Co
mmission.
Barrister Rafigque-ul Hug.

assisted by Barrister Kazi Sha-
hadad Hossain, Advocate Shar-
ful Islam Khan and Ahsanul Ka-
rim moved for Ershad: while,
Deputy Attorney General Kai-
saruddin Ahmed with Assistant
Attorney General Sayedur Rah-
man represented the govern-
ment in the HC.

would depend on the category
identified by the commission.
Of about 26.000 polling cen-
ires across the country. the
commission has identified
9 000 as vulnerable, 6.650 as
less vulnerable and rest as
P Cate of the
atlegorisation t
n;;.-ntrn was hml alter m
| accessibility of r-
Lic ﬁm polling centre, hcprmpall-
ing law and order situation and
persons contesting from the
constituencies,

29 EU observers
arrive

Twenty-nine observers have
arrived in the city from the
European Union (EU) to ob-
serve the prcﬁarauml for and
conduct of the general elec-
tions on June 12, re BSS.
The EU team includes -
lamentarians from IL:]dv. -
King-

mark and the Unit
dom. along with observers

- from Austria. France,

Greece. Ireland. the Htlh'ﬂ‘:
lands and Sweden.

Pre-polls violence
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quarters witlun 200 yards of
each other this afternoon. At
one stage the activists of both
Earties were locked in a vio-

nt clash. The police person-
nel who were on duty in be-
(ween the two meetings tried
to prevent the clash but failed.

The clash continued for
about half an hour.

The BDR rsonnel were
deployed when the situation
deteriorated. The injured po-
licemen include, P Khon-
daker Hafizur Rahman, OC Ab-
dul Mannan. ASI Assad Hossain
and constable Momtajuddin.

Our Narayanganj Corre-
spondent savs: At least 15 per-
sons were injured. two of tﬂgn
seriously. when a Jativa P
procession came under atta
allegedly by BNP activists at
Bhuighar under Fatullah thana
yesterday evening.

BNP activists hurled cock-
tails at the procession brought
out around 7:30 pm by sup-
porters of the JP [:andld);ltc Igr
Narayanganj-4 constituency.
Shafar Ali Bhuivan.

Our Jhenidah Correspon-
dent adds: At least seven per-
sons. ncluding two women.
were injured in a clash at vil-
lage Khalkula in Sailkupa thana
yesierday.

According to reports, the
clash took place at about 1:30
pm when some BNP activisis
lorced the villagers to remove
a big boat symbol from the
roadside. At one stage, BNP
activists allegedly attacked the
villagers.

Three houses and one sho
were also damaged by the EHB
activists. local people said.

‘Campaign ends
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are in ihe race. Of them 281
are independents and 36 fe-
male candidates contesting di-
rectly from 48 constituencies.
Thirty reserved seats for
women m the total 330-seat
arliament will be filled up
ater.
Out of total 81 political

contesting the _polls, only
three parties — Bangladesh
Nationalist (BNP),

Part
Bangladesh Awami f‘.’eague and
Jamaat-e-Islami — have filed
candidates in all the 300 elec-
tive seats.

Another major party, the
Jatiya Party, has 293 candi-
dates on the official ballot pa-
pers. The party earlier nomi-
nated 300 candidates, but the
ligure was reduced as some of
the candidates had been dis-
gualified according to election
rules.

And very recently, party
candidate former minister Kazi
Firoze Rashid, who had filed
nomination from two con-
Et;;uencles ]{ngkn—ﬂthdr:nd

n . has wi wn
frnmﬂ]#ﬁ'. ﬁsﬂmﬂ race,

Left Democratic Front put
up 180 candidates, Jaker Party
241 candidates, lslami Oikya
Jote 165, Gano Forum 104 and
the rest 410 candidates are
representing different other
political parties.

Interestingly. according to
the fact sheet released by the
Eleclion Commission, 33 polit-
ical parties put only one can-
didate each, showing their
Prﬁ:&ence in the country's po-
itical arena.

Some 40.000 army and 550

- COVEr

navy personnel have been de-
ployed across the country to
assist the civil administration
in maintaining law and order.
The Armed Forces personnel
have already reached respec-
tive thanas to police the poﬁ:?
Besides, 400,000 police,
ara-military Bangladesh Rifles
BDR) and Ansar forces have
been given the task of main-
laininﬁ law and order in differ-
ent polling centres allover the

_ country.

After takeover to conduct
the general elections, the
caretaker government launc-
hed an allout effort to clear the
ground for a free, fair and
neutral election and started an
illegal-arms rec drive.

Il June 6 from April 1,
some 4,123 illegal firearms, a
h;.ltge quantity of ammunition
a =x&:lnaivcu have been re-:

ed across the country’
while 42,266 le arrested
in order to ensure a polls free
from terrorism. r

Feroze Rashid

returns to race .

Jatiya Party contender Kazi
Firoze Rashid yesterday re-
stored his candidature in
Dhaka-9 and -3 con-

- stituencies, a Jatiya Party press

release said yesterday,
dor yesterday, reports

Firoze will now contest in
Sy A
p symbol. e
submitted his nomination pa-
per as an t candi-

date for this constituency.

— Star photo
AL activist
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was attacked on the way home
after participating in an AL
election procession in the
area, police said.

The reason behind the
killing could not be known
lm ately. However, the lo-
cal AL leaders and activists
held the BNP responsibie for
the murder

According to the local peo
ple. a gang ol about five
unidentilied persons Inter-
cepted Shamsul on his way
home and stabbed him In his
thigh. belly and shoulder. A van
driver later picked up Shamsul
in an unconscious state from
the roadside and took him to
the DMCH at around 2 am, po-
lice and hospital sources said.

Hospital
death at around 11:40 am,
none of the relatives or family
members of Shamsul came to
the tal. 2

Later., Hajee Selim. the AL
candidate for Dhaka-8 con-
stituency and a number ol
party activisis [rom Lalbagh
and adjoining areas rushed to
the tal. In the afternoon,
Shamsul's mother Sakhina Bibi
also went to the DMCH and the
body was returned alter au

In' the afternoon, AL ac-

tivists brought out a procession
in the city carrying the body of
Shamsul and blamed the BNP
for the killing. The procession-
ists marched towards the
Jatiya Press Club and held &
protest rally there

Shamsul's mother filed a
case wilth Lalbagh thana under
section 302 and 34 ol the
Penal Code late last night, po-
lice said. In the FIR she ac
cused 18 persons of the
killing. police added. Police
declined to give the names of
the accused.
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under threat,
says ADAB

The Association of Dewve-

has identified 44 areas of the
cnunt? where voters are
alleged 10 have been threa-
tened not to
centres to cast their votes.
gt -t fer

ressing a press confer-
ence al its Lalmatia office in
the city
Kazi Faroog Ahmed and Exe-
cutive Director Ms Rasheda K
Chowdh said- that they had
already informed the Election

Commission and other relevant
allegations
measures
were taken by the authorities

organisations of the
s0 that a te

e places entiiad

the

ka. Noakhah, : |
Bo%l. Patuakhali and Sylhet.

r Kazi Far said the

ADAB had undert A Mas-

sive voters awareness pro-
gramune throughout the coun-
try in view of the ¢ elec-
tions. He said the trained vol
utiteers ol the sations,
spiit In vartous groups, had
covered nearly one erore vot-
ers in this mass awareness
programme.

Truck kills 4
in city
By Staff Correspondent
Iﬂllﬁ It:h:tnitu:pudlnl tn-:':
hit them near the Chair-

manbari crossing on Airport
road at Banani early morning,

according to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
sOLIrCes

Police. however. confirmed
the death of three in the acci-
dent.

According te DMCH
sources. the four victims were
identified as Guoulam Hossain
Sadhin, 30 Alamgir Hossain.
20, Abul Hossain., 25 and
Zinnat, 22. Sadhin was the
sales agent of The Daily
Janakantha newspaper.

The accident occurred
when a speeding truck hit a

group of people wait the
road side at around 5:30 am
for transport. police and hos-
pital sources said, were
seriously injured the

accident and later died at the
DMCH.

ADAB Chairman Dr

Voters in 44 areas

ncies in Bang-
said it

go to the polling

[ ]

NAZRAN. Russia. June 9 Russians and rebel Chechens

today on a timetable for Russian forces to
to lay down their arms, but a

pull out and
separatist official said key

talks on political issues were still going on. reports Reuter.

3 killed 1n Ctg
road accident
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jmm
least three SOMS El
baby were Eged and one per-
son was injured when a

bus collided on
wi an auto-rickshaw this
morning at Shikalbaha area
under port thana

The victims were passen-
gers of the taxi but their iden-
tity conld not be known im-
mediately. police said.

The injured was rushed to
the hospital where his condi-
tion was stated to be critical.

Police seized the wehicles
and arrested the drivers.

Food aid accord
with France

Bangladesh will receive
20,000 metric tons of wheat
valued at Taka 17.22 crore
(a LI.'.IT..[:E' from France
u ald agreement
signed yesterday between the
two ments. reports BSS.

Saleh. Joint Secretary,
Economic Relations Division
and Madame Renee Veyret.
ambassador of the French

Republic in Bangladesh

the agreement on behalf of
Lheir respective governments.

Vehicles go off

streets in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 9

tion. B

EC examining
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rommmiitment for u
Barisal Mohan Urniver

College to a full-fledged u
versity. His commitment came

the

when a of
teachers called on the
President at ;
Awami accused the
President of the code
of conduct making promise
as his son. tzr Ehtesamul Huq
Biswas alias Nasim Biswas. is
c-nllllra-ll the forthe
parliament election as

candidate from Barisal. The AL
also lodged a written com-
plaint with the Election
Commission on this issue,
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