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Ben
shou
ricuelum and
same [acilities. At the
level
same for all. But after this basic
education. students should bhe
allowed to choose their sub-
jects and

MAHFUZ ANAM: We thank
all nl" for coming to The
tar office and join with
ais at this discussion meeting.
Tt:day our topic is Bangladesh's
‘sdtucation in the 2l1st Cen:
tury”’. We want you to state your
opinions — to share those with
our readers — about the way
next century's ‘education
should be directed to. Tell us
how can we upgrade the pre-
sent situation.

"SAZIA NAURIN (Udayan
School): Our education system
evaluates a student on the basis
of his or her capacity to mem
orise something. if we want to
face the challenges of the 21st
century and exploit all the op-
portunities
must change our existing edu-
cation system. We must turn
the 'memorise-based 'system
into a practical and creative
one. We should try to exploit
the modern technologies,
specially the computer tech-

nology. to update and upgrade
our education system as soon

as possible.

We must computerise our
whole education system. What
I mean by it is thal we must

Hm.u'!n

. make interactive mu]ti[ﬁcdiﬂ
available for all our students

before the next century. It may
seem an almeost impossible
task but | think we have no
other option bul to do it. It's of
use, if we go on with our exist-
system. If we want to have
ture at all as an inde

-dent nation. we must cut- rt

our budgets in other non-pro-
ductive sectors and we must
be will to sacrifice a lot in
order to t much more on
C terisation and moderni-
sation of education. We must
compare our existing educa-
tion system with that of other
cmntrlta We should make this

repiuiar feature in
our uducatim Because il
we want to remain l:mnpcutivr
in this world we must know
where other countries are
standing and where we are in

rison with them. -

e must design our educa-
tion icy in such a way so
that it corresponds with our
needs. We should make higher
studies restricted. Only the
meritoriotis ones should be al -
lowed to pursue higher educa-
tion. The existing form of stu-
dent politics must be up
rooted. Student politics shouid
be violence-free — we need a
healthy environment fer edu-

cation.Because without it,

nothing will hﬁr ~enough to
produce a globally competitive
educated ation. e

S ISLAM (Dhaka

University): | think our whole
educath::;d-t:::ﬂﬂ:h should be
reorgamni such a wa
there 4
m nr.h?h hould fol-
“
low the same curriculum and
should have the same [acilities
for their respect

that
‘prevails an uniformity in
l’l‘l‘ll Both government

ive students,
At all levels. English and
alh medium students
follow the same cur-
have the-

education should be

they must decide in

which track their future stud-
jes will continme.
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Shama Parveen

. SHAMA PARVEEN: (Ex-stu-
dent Holvy Cross College) We
are only three-and-hall years
away from the 21st century.
So. 1 don't think within this
period. we will be able to bring
any revolutionary change in our
education system. The changes*
should be gradual and slow.

We should put more em-
phasis on English language at
Erimar}r level. Because English

as become the most dominat-
ing global language. If we want
to survive., we must give more
emphasis on English.

At secondary level, stu-
dents’ choices should be given
more importance in selecting
subjects. Other than Bengali.
English and Maths — all the
‘subjects should be optional.
Students will then have the
liberty to choose from a wide
range of subjects. In our exist-
ing system, if you want to be a
doctor or an engineer, you
must enroll yourself as a
science-group student at the
secondary level. At the higher
secondary level too. you must
be a science-group studertt in
order to be eligible to sittin
for the admission tests. an
gualify as a medical or Ellﬂl-
neering student.

S0. one cannot study eco-
nomics or history in any level
if he or she decides to become
a doctor or engineer. But a ba-
sic knowledge of history, eco-
nomics and of some dther
subjects of humanities is very
important for a student. So. |
wan!t to suggest that students

Nohonita Chowdhury
options should be o

pen and
they should be allowed 10
choose from a wide range of
subjects al secondary level The
existing Science. Humanities
and Commerce, distinctions
should be abolished.

NOBONITA CHOWDHURY -

(Holy Cross Schooll We now
have three diiferent types ol
education systemis — Bengall
medium. English medium and
Madrasa education. | think ed
ucation system should be uni
form. We must cancel the ex
isting three different types of
education system f[irst

| want one uniform system
for all the students. Besides,
now the students belonging to
Wifferent religious believes
study their own religions as a
subject | think this should be
canceled too. Instead of that,
we should introduce a moral
science subject which will deal
with moral Issues from a secu-
lar point of view. This subject
may also inclhude all the major
refigions in its field of study

The gap between Lhe stan-
dard of SSC level education
and that of the HSC level s
huge. Se it becomes very diffi-
cult for a studegl 0o cope with
his or bher higher secondary
studies. There is allost no
continuty between the HSC
lewvel curmiculum and the SSC
level curnicudum

We now study how to build

sanitary latripes in the SSC

'educations

The Daly Star-Students Dialogue ov Educalion

Brldglng the Gap between Now and the Future

In the third of a three-day dialogue with our young mtlzans boys and glrlu frum different
institutions, The Duily $tar asked them to express their views on 'what would be the standard .
of education in the next century'. Conducted by The Daily Star editor Mahfuz Anam, the
meetmg was assisted by Ekram Kabir and Fakrul Islam Chﬂwdhury Below we present what

level under our English cur-
riculum. But in the HSC level a
student have to study some
classic pieces of English litera-
ture as part of his English
curriculum. I want to see more
continuty between the sec-
ondary and higher secondary
level of curriculum.

The wages of teachers
should be increased consider-
ably so that more competent
persons choose to come into
this profession. Higher wages
for the teachers are needed
because only this can stop
widespread private tuition and
coaching centre practice.

The tendency of trying to
become only doctors and engi-
neers should be stopped. And
we should all study world his-
tory as a mmpuism'y subjucl in

Ifat Anjum

the secondary and higher sec-
ondary levels. This will make
our students able to learn
lessons from the history.

IFAT ANJUM (Ex-student,
Vigarunnessa Noon College): |
want to suggest that semister
system should be introduced
in the secondary and higher
secondary levels. And | support
Shama in giving emphasis on
English language. Technical
should be
widespread.

JOY ALAMGIR |[Notre Dame
Colliege): The divisions like
Science. Arts and Cemmerce
groups in class X should be
canceled. Students should have
a wide range ol options to
choose subjects. Standardised
tests. such as SSC and HSC
should be privatised. And
compketing organisatiofis shou-
id be allowed to arrange such
standardised tests. The
government-conirolled educa-
tioh boards should only fermu-
late curriculums. Private
organisations should conduct
the tests Private organisations
should also publish books cov-
ering the i:-nnrri formulated
curriculum, and make them
avallable in the market. In this
way. the students will have a
wide range of oplions [rom
which they can select their
hooks It will enhance the
guality of our education. What |
am saying is that education
should be decentralised.

Bangla and English as sub- ~
jects should not be compulso
at the SSC and HSC lewels,
shiould pu! emphasis on these
two subjects in the lower level

up 1o class VI, I we can
build the base (6r Bangla and
Enyhish language at that stage
. will be much more effective,

By making Bangla and English
optional subjectis at the sec

ondary and {nghrr sccondary
levels. we will be able to ex:

Che Lailu St
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pand the range of available op-

tions for the students. This
will enable Lhem to choose
more diverse and specialised
subjects at SSC and HSC levels.

SAHA: The syllabus
in every level of our education
system should be changed. Our
curriculums should more hu-
mane. modern and compeli-
tive to that of the developed
countries.

SAKIB HAMID PRATYAY:
Our English medium students
are enjoying more privilege
than the Bengali medium ones,
This is creating am unequal
distribution of knowledge. We
must abolish this discrimina-
tory practice.

The mediums of learning
may remain different in
English and Bengali mediums.
This will not be very damaging.

But the guality of the educa-.

tion. the curriculum and the
books should . be uniform. 1
want a tem in which up to
class VIll everyone will read
the same things. From class IX,
students will select their sub-
ject corresponding to their
future field ol studies. At SSC
and HSC levels semister sys-
tem should be introduced.

Three different types of educa-

Shmudha Saha

tion systems in one country
should be abolished. We don't

"need to study Arabic or reli-

gion at all. These subjects
should be optional. | den't find
or Madrasa edhica-
tion to continue. English and
Bengali mediums can be di-
vided in the secondary level
it the quality o the exlucation
musi be sarme.

Student politics should be
banned to ensure a peaceful
environmen! in the educa
tonal institutions.

Our existing education sys-
lem encourages us 1o lake ed-
ucalion as only a means to lft
a job or be stablished in |
We must change this attitude,
We must bring back the true
spirit of education to enlighten
our souls. It is for preparing
ourselves to face the chal-
lenges in Lhe society. It is not
making us ready to continue
the progress of human race
50, we should escape the nar
row utilitarian concept of edu-
cation and make ouyrselves
realise the true spirit of educa
tion. We should alse build
proper infrastructure and
create job oppertunities. so
that our talenis can be utilised
within our country: We must
stop the alarmiing rate of brain
flights’ from our country to Lhe
developed countries.

AHSAN JAMIL (Governinent
Laboratory High School): | am

Sakib Hamid Pratyeay
in favour of expanding techni-

cal education. It will lead us to
higher rate of sell-employ-
ment. The new books under
the new curriculum require

practical for a significant part
of those books. But our schools

and colleges are not well-

equipped with necessary
equipments. We should give
emphasis on building the in-
frastructure before adopting
any changes in the curriculum.

RASHA TABASSUM AZIM:
(Vigarunnesa Nun School):
When a child wants to get
admission into class 1. he or
she has to face an admission
test. 50. the parents prepare
him or her to be successiul in
the test. They take the child to
the coaching centre, teach
hima or her t sehves. They
hire private tutors. The child
has to give model tests. From
dawn to dust and even beyond
the child must study.

For most of the children
this experience put a long-
lerm negative impact. The very
first cohtact with education for
most of our urban children is
not a happv one. Rather it's a
irightening one. And then
when the children are in class
2. 3 or 4 9 — meaning the
primary level — they have to
bear a lot of pressure on their
shoulder to complete their
curriculums. All study and no
play makes Jamal a dull boy.
(Our children are not used to
have fun out of their studies. |
think, at the primary level the
,pressure on the students
* should be minimum. A student
should only study Bengali.
English and Maths at this pri-
mary level. All the other sub-
jects should be gradually in-
cluded at the secondary and
higher secondary levels,

Another point should be
noted. We must introduce full-
day schooling in our education
sysiem. Students should com
plete their studies in the
schools. Their should be no
bome-works. The system must
permit the students to study
the minimum. i any. in their

homes.

Computers and interactive

multimedia should be our tools
of education. For the students
of 2isti century, we must re-
'.;lltf the traditional black-
oard by texts, graphics.
sound, animation, full-motion,
video and other formals.

We musti make education
enlertaining to the students.
We must make sure that stu-
dents are not alraid of educa-
tion. We musi introduce the

concept of 'edutainment’ in
r education systems.
SADAT MANNAN (5.

Ahsan Jamil
Joseph High School): Our [irst

priority should be given to im-
prove the quality of the teach-
ers. Teachers are the backbone
of any education system. If they
are not qualified enough. then
fthe standard of the education
will suffer. No extent of com-
puterisation or modernisation
will be able to avert the down-
ward trend in our education
system if we' can't produce
quality teachers.

Secondly. we must ban the
leachers’ litics. We are all
aware of the damages done b
student politics. But | thinE
more attention should be given
to the damages done by teach-
ers’ politics. Students learn
from their teacher. If they
cann't find any idealism amo
their teachers and if they fin
widespread lack of commit-
ment among the teachers,
then it's not surprising that
they will also choose the
wrong track.

Sevenly per cent of the to-
tal expenditure in the educa-
tion sector is now being spend
to meet the wages of the
teachers. So | don't think the
wages of the teachers can and
should be increased.

SYED MUSTAFAKHEIAT
BARI [Dhaka College); Educa-
tion must be entertaining. Our
education is not related to our
lives, Education should be life-
related. Theories should be
taught in such a way sa that
those become relevant in life.

Education should be more
creative.

TANVIR ZUBAYER ISLAM
(Dhaka College]: | want edtica-
tion for all. And the quality of
education for all must be the
same up to a certain level. The
education | am getting here in

the capital city should nol
necessarily be ol a better qual-
ity Irom that ol a rural student.

| want a student ol rural
school t6 be as much proud of
his own school as | ani as a
student of Govt Laboratory
High School. A student of a ni-
ra mllrF should be as much

proud of his own college as |
am as a student of Dhaka Col-
lege. The quality of education
must be the saimne in each part
of the country. Qualified teach-
ers should Iransferregd to
rural areas and to the institu-
tions where the quality of
leaching 18 poor I[rom urban
areas and from good institu-
tions.

Admission test system for
Class | should be canceled. Be-
cause a child is not supposed
to learn the basics at his other
home. Class | is there and
should be meant for the chil-
dren 1o learn the basics. If
children have to learn every-

far Fntel tainment Guide

thing, before even entering
into the schools, why the
schools are for?

So, admission tests in Class
I level should be canceled.

Coaching centre and private
tuition system must be banned.
Because only the affluents can
aflord private tuitions for their
children. If this system exists,
ecucation’ will remain fnr the
rich people only.

We don't want tducation to
be only for the rich. And we
also don't want quality educa-
tion to be only for the reach
people. We want education for
all and we want the same qual-
ity of education for all.

MAHFUZ ANAM : My first
guestion to all of you is: clo you
all agree that Madrasa educa-
tion, English medium and
Bengali medium should be
brought ubhder a common uni-
furm system?You don't agree?
Well, tiuse who do not agree,
can you tell us wh

SHAMA - PARVEEN: The
medium of my education is not
at all important. it is the qual-
ity of the education that counts
most. I can study in English
medium or | can study in
gali medium but the quality
and the curriculum must be
the same. We should study the
same subjects and the guality
should be same.

MAHFUZ ANAM: And

" Madrasa education?.

SHAMA : We can add some
subjects to the existing cur-
riculums ol the Madrasas. But
we cannot deprive them from
learning the subjecis they want
to learn.

MAFUZ ANAM : But this will

lead three dilferent sections nl’ |

the student of our society t
three different pﬂi'ﬂﬂ What nrlll
we do then?

SHAMA Belween English
medium and Bengali medium
only medium of education is
different the syllabus should be
the same.

MAHFUZ ANAM : In one sys-
lem you have O-Level, A-Level,
in another, you have SSC, HSC
and even the books in two
systems are different.

NOBONITA CHOWDHURY : |
am in favour of a uniform edu
cation system. |

IFAT ANJUM : | don't en-
courage Madrasa system. But
we must not forget that major-

Syed Mustafa Khelat

ity of our people are Muslinms.
Tgrn: are a lot of people who
want their children to edu-
cated romm Madrasa. So | don't
think we have right to deprive
them.

MAHFUZ ANAM : Madrasas
do not exist ih lran or in Iraqg
or in Sudan or in Indonesia,
then why do ypu think we
need such a system?

IFAT ANJUM : Because a lot
ol people want to send their
children to Madrasas. | want

Madrasaeducation to exislt
separately but | want Bengali
and English medium to be uni-
form.

SADAT MANNAN : 1 have a
) qucatiun. If we arrange
Madrasa education for Mus-

lims then shouldn't we arrange
separate religion-based educa-
tion systems for the minorities
in our country? It must be
canceled. There should not be
different (ypes of education
systems in one country,
Madrasa education should not

be there.

JOY ALAMGIR : | want the
syllabus of English and Bengali
medium to be the same. But
there should exist different
media. Those who want to
learmm in English medium will
learn in English those who
want to learn in Bengalil
medium will learn in Bengali.
The cheice must be left to the
students.

__ PRATAYA : | think up to
Class VI, all students should
have same echication. After-that
basic education, different sys-
tem may exist,
ANAM : We have
here thrée different views —
some of you are saying, there
should be one common na-
tional education system. Some
are arguing in favour of two
different systems in which one
will be for Madrasa education
and another will be for a com-
bined English and Bengali
medium where the syllabus
will be the same the medium
may be different. And a few of
you are giving your argument
in favour of a system where
En lish medium, Bengali
ium and Madrasa educa-
tiﬂn will exist side by side.
One national education sys-
tem exist in the other coun-
tries of the world. A broad
spectrum of subjects is there
for the students to choose
from, in the mainstream edu-
cation of the developed coun-
tries. Different religions as
subjects are there but they are
not compulsory ones. By
following one uniform national

Sadat Mannan

education system they are
prngumng one type of new

generation. When all the other
countries in the world are
following one national
education system. then in our
country by following such
diverse systems. how far can
we go. is my question. | don't
expect. an answer to this
question now. But | am raising
it for you to start thinking
about it, .
~Now tell me, is the guality
of the teachers satisfactory?
SAHA : No, it is
not satisfactory. 1 think im-
proving the quality of our
teachers should be given the
second priority to improve our
education system.

RASHA : What's the first
priority?

SAUDHA : The first thing
we should do is to change the
syllabus.

MAHFUZ ANAM : Tell us
Rasha in your npminn what is
the nuimmber one problem in
our education system?

RASHA : Students are afraid
ol their studies. this'is the
number one problem.

ANAM : Lack of
qualitied teachers. in what
number it is on your list of
problems regarding our educa-
lion syslem?

RASHA : Number three. -

TANVIR : Number two.

PRATAYA ; Number two,

' SAZIA NAURIN : Number
two. | have another suggestion.
There should be an indepen-
dent board consisting of our
leading educationists, teachers
and intellectuals, which will
formulate the curriculum and
aF prove books for the SSC and

HSC students. In this board
will be autonomous and gov-
ernment will not have anything
to do with it. This way we can
decentralise our system and be
benefited from the knowledge
and experience of many people
who de not work for the gov-
ernment.

MAHFUZ ANAM : That's a
x'teﬁ' good suggestion Sazia. We

this.discussion with this
good suggestion. hoping to sit
mgﬂhrrggﬂam | tha?':kngcru all
lm’ joining lhls dlsfusaiun

v
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