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No Compromise
Propelled by a series of exposes we ran on the
corroded safety equlgument base at ZIA, we even
risk a drift today from electoral topicality in

order to reiterate our conceérn over it with some
I dramatic eflect. The intention obviously is to see-

the people in charge of ctvil aviation ~— of both the
directorate and the ministry — joited into action
as soon as the election is over. The new gov-
ernment must get the files ready for putting the
corrective measures in place at their earliest
convenience. -

In addition to being on a precarious perch with
the mostly dysfunctional Crash, Fire and Rescue
(CFR) vehicles and dearth of fire-fighting foam
and gears, we have the equipment known as Dis-
abled Aircraft Recovery System (DARS) intro-
duced here 1991 and left under the open sky,
remaining unserviceable. In 1993 it was revealed
that if all the DARS parts were in order, the sal-
vage of the DC-10 which had overshot the run-
| way would have entailed a few hours instead of a
week it took.

Since then we have had not very savoury corre-
spondence with the British government which
had originally helped us procure the equipment
that has since fallen in disuse through a sheer |
lack of maintenance. The British were prepared
to supply spare parts to make the equipment ser-
viceable but we dragged our feet on the question
of paying customs duty and VAT for the imports
for some time. So mishandled has the matter |
been that they have urged "speedy repair of the
DARS" or face the "withdrawal of their offer to
fund the refurbishing.”

It is the outlook of the people concerned that
need to be internationalised from what now
sounds like a provincial mindset. The whole
world touches down at the Zia International Air-
port, so to speak, and we have to abide by the in-
ternational safety standards. Some time ago our
chief sea entrepot Chittagong port came to be
blacklisted by foreign shipping lines, due to polit-
ical reasons though. And here now is the unpar-
donable callousness shown in maintaining and
upgrading the safety preparedness at ZIA. Where |
do we go? Isn't the stake in aviation accidents far
greater than the hazards in other areas of life?

A Wonderful Run-up

Electioneering in public ends today at mid- ]
- night. How did our run-up to polls fare? Heavenly,
to compare with that of the February 15 farce. Let
it be so in the case of the June 12 préceedings.
Gross and big-scale violation of the code of con-
duct has hardly been committed except for a faux
pas involving the highest office in the land. An-
other virtual explosion with all the world's poten- {
tial for dangerously harmming’the “election ‘was’
averted from turning into a real one, primarily by
heeding counsel of putting off the army court of
enquiry report till beyond the polls.

But some loss of life, specially the gunning
down of Shahabuddin in Mohammadpur, could
lead to bloody confrontation. And this too was not
allowed to happen by the parties of the victims
who wisely chose an avenging through the ballot.
It has been a relief not to have been subjected
to garish visuals promotion and blaring high-
decibel persuasion. All the polls of the recent
past have been happily beaten by the candidates
and their workers choosing to go to the voter's
doorstep and setting examples of modesty and
politeness. ;

All this is to the good. But there is a hidden
side to all this couldn't-be-better boyscoutish at-
mosphere of bonhomie — no doubt a great
achievement of the caretaker government 'and
the Election Commission. It is not true that
money is not moving and arms are rotting idly in
underground stashes. Throughout Bangladesh, in
spite of the very congenial setting, voters have
turned very silent and sullen and evasive. Making
the outcome very very unpredictable indeed.

The only thing that has so far emerged as emi-
nently predictable is that voters will go by the
merit of the candidates, their individual merit.
Honesty, dependability, accessibility and a good
name as a bhalomanush are going to pull' most of
the votes not committed politically.

Is there a chance of surprise? Can the projec-
tions of an evenly balanced outcome prove wrong
and a-sweep occur? Anything may happen,
including violence in many many centres.
Congrats all the same to the government for a
wonderful run-up.

The Siren of a Fish

There is no better way to commit a package
suicide, specially when it is a family package,
than preparing and imbibing the potka fish deli-
cacy. In close succession eight persons died last
week in two incidents of potka fish poisoning,
the latter occurring on the romantically named
Shah-Parir Dwip in Teknaf, .

Most of the victims of this tragedy came from
| very poor families who hardly have a choice in the
matter of their daily menu. At the same time
there are persons very close to water and fishes
and very likely to be familiar with the poisonous
globular fish. It is hardly possible that the ladies
preparing the fatal dish did not know how to go
about the job, extricating the poison that is. Or
that they were doing it for the first time. For it is
generally the connoisseurs of the potka dish that
go after it as if it were heaven sent manna, others
dreading it for good reason.

Then how is it that people, mostly potka -lov-
ing families, keep dying from eating this interest-

should be replaced with playing with potka. If
man cannot be restrained from smoking and dy-
ing before time in pain, can he be weaned away
from the delicious potka only because this may
lead to death? |

- port

ing fish? Perhaps the expression playing with fire |
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A Time for Ch

What is needed today is a national covenant between civil and mili
on one side, with NGOs in the middle and

ange
military bureaucracy

political parties on the other side. These

three interiocutors, among them, can make a pledge to the nation for transparency
and accountability, the key to the success of future development.

kleptocracy of Pres-
ident Marcos. US Con

Stephen Solarz would, | am
sure, miss her in his mission
to help this country in pre-
serving and safeguarding
democracy and democratic
values. Chief of EU Ms Zuluetta
and head of Commonwealth
mp Ghazali Shafie would
the same way.
ethos — a combi-
nation of emotive creativity
and individualiszn with a leav-
ening of traditional values of
f and religion — have his-
torically
or alien rule uri» by ar-
rogance, Fr and love of
lore. That is why the British
Raj. desiring to make India the

Wahhur Rahman

omphalos of the empire. al-
lowed their officers serving in
Bengal, as revealed by n
Stratchy, War Minister in the
British Labour rnment, in
his book, The End of W
certain amount of latitude in
financial discipline. [t didn't
help them. The British had to
nhlE their capital from Bengal

_ to New Delhi.

It is widely accepted that in
spite of some positive eco-
nomic reforms undertaken by
the government of Begum Zia,
her five-year rule has been
characterised by widespread
corruption, phenemenal rise
in terrorism and recidivist
culture and a general break-
down of law and order because
of politicisation of almost every
organ of the statecraft. includ-
ing bureaucracy, by party
zealots. The above picture has
been given international cre-
dence by the World Bank re-
of March 96,
‘Government that Works ' Su-

rvised by the soft spoken

ambridge graduate Pierre
Lendell-Mills, chief of World
Bank in Dhaka and his deputy
Owaise Sadat. the report is
historic in its import. It is for
the first time that the World
Bank has undertaken such an
exercise on Bangladesh. It is
plain and candid in its conclu-
sion and direct and penetrat-
ing in its investigation. The
report has given a disturbing
picture of corruption in such
public sector areas as energy.
water. telephone and gas: To
get a power line in one week
you have to pay an amount of

ected authoritarian '

one and half lakh takas;Yor a

:- line your baksheesh could

as l‘llf'l as Tk 40.000; for
walter 20,000 and for a
tel one line about Tk
70, For the RMG sector

(ready-made garments) the
hidden cost for the exporters
is over 90 million dollars per
anmum.

i you add to this the cor-

t as re-
Deried fn Aot neties

-dailies over the recent years

ull_.-:r would not be nurprlledl;tt
Lhe m picture E‘th

Wnrﬂ-‘ Bank in anglz::h.
This report basically puts the
entire t on the spot.
By fecusing on corruption on
various nodal areas in
Bangladesh. the WB has served
this country well. It is a warn-
ing shot, the first salvo. If we
want to move forward within
the limits of democratic norms
undergirding the civil society,
we must arrest forthwith the
behemoth of corruption. which
is slouching bac like the
rough beast of W.B. Yeats to
eal away the very fabric of our

natonal existence. The slide,
accelerated at breakneck
speed. under the past govern-
ment, i not stopped now will
give us a tem not of democ-
racy but ol kleptocracy. In its
latest report brought out l:lly
Transparency International,
Bangladesh has been shown as
one of the most corrupt eoun-
tries in the world, having the
honour of being third in the
list! What is needed today is a
national covenant between civil
and military bureaucracy on
one side, with NGOs in the
middle and c5;\(:.:1111:&-:1341 pafties on
the other side. These three in-
terlocutors, among them. can
make a pledge to the nation
for transparency and account-
ability, the key to the success
of future development. Without
blaming rival political parties
for lack of investment in the
country, we all, as a ple,
should own up eur mﬂ::uﬂ
respensibility. Bureaucratic
redtapism has often been
blamed. blithely forgetting that
only a transparent and. ac-
countable government can rid
the society of road:blocks onto
the path of development.

It is true that 25 years time
is not after all very long in a
nation’'s history But it should
have been possible for us to do
the basic work of institution-
building in the country over
the past quarter century, The
rallying power of law has been
rudely prevented from work-

interested coteries par-

mlicgtﬂ‘;?rty with an amendment of

the constitution giving indem-
nity to the self-confessed mur-

— ———— - _—— . ———————— S m—

Funetions of MPs

Sir, All employees of the

republic -have their own func-
tions determined by the gov-
ernment before their ap-
pointment to different de-
partments and ministries. Ac-
cnrdingolz their services are
evaluated and promoted as

respective recruitment rules.
If any employee fails to accu-
mulate satisfactory service
credit, usually his case is de-
ferred for consideration for
promotion. Sometimes they
are demoted from their pre-
sent posts for theic.dissatisfac-
tory service records. But unfor-
tunately can you find any defi-
nite functions or nsibili-

. ties of the honourable mem-

bers of Parliament? Is there
an{' scope to evaluate their
public function to determine
their eligibility for contesting
in the next election? Clear re-
ply will come 'No'. Why?

In America every senator

- works in his/her area i.e. his

electoral area where from
he/she has been elected by the
voters. All development and
administrative works are being
done through him. Reasonably
the public can evaluate the
works of the concerned Sena-
tor and can easily give verdict
for the Tiéxt election. In
B adesh we see that as

election rules no candidate
needs to be enrolled in the
voters' list and can contest
from anywhere in any con-

stituency. In this context it is

revealed that a person not
popular in his/her own region
and probably very much dis-
liked in his/her home district
contest in the election from an
area other than his/her own
area because people of that
area are unaware of his an-
tecedents and character. B
hook or by
et ticket from a big party in
ieu of donation to the party
and slip from the clutches of
cognizant people of his/her
own area. This system in true
sense cannot exist for a long.
time for the proper nourish-
ment and developmient of

democracy. I hu suggest a
few ts for consid-

er ﬁ Elactfo'tn hm{;lnmnm-
sion au .
l.lﬂ— ci and terl:lg[bl:

votef's specially those who
want to contest in the election

must enroll names in the

woriginal area where they be-
. No political party and na-

el T R =S —

crook these people

derers of the father of the na- |

tion — and r them
with d tic ments!
Imagine what havoc it has
caused on the of our

younger g:mr;t:lnn ! Today
rightly question
c#h our leader -

5 spe-

expressed

I}niz Star- Students Dialogue

on " 96.
Institution-bullding is a dif-
ficult task. The Constitution of
Bangladesh reflecting the
hopes and aspirations of the
of B . sanctj-
by the blood of three mil-
lion . was badly man-
gled with numerous amend-
ments. In many ways the reso-
nance in our constitution is
identical with that of the
American constitution. In 25

America went ahead in'

mildlng institutions; 25 years
on, Bangladesh has miserably
failed to do Hkewise. Bureau-
cracy plays one of the most vi-
tal roles in mstitution-bui

in every country under the
faithful direction of political

masters. This institution has
been crudely abused by rull
parties. The forced and il
retirement of some of the
finest officers of the country,
both civil and military. over
the past five years has had
pulverising impact on the
country's institutions.

Every action has a reaction,
and in the case of B
this dialectic syndrome
showed its best in the popular
upsurge when the top civil
servants of the country refused
to be cowed down decided
to speak out the truth — their
constitutional obligation to the
Republic

Retiring an officer and
framing false charges against
him/her is a gross abuse of
power and violative of constitu-
tional and human rights of the
officer concerned. With the
partition of India, when various
interest groups wanted the ICS
cadre to be dismissed. Jawa-
harlal Nehru stood firm and
reappointed them to work for

the country and ‘pressed into |

service their experience and
wisdom in the interest
of the country. In Bangladesh
we have done just the oppo-
site. Personal and narrow party
interest has been given prior-
ity over national interest. This
musi siop.

Allow June 12 to become a
red-letter-day in our history
through free and fair election.
Let the people decide through
ballots that no cumgiracy.
overt or covert. can deprive
them of their right to choaose.
The time for change has ar-

- —_— — - -

tional policy should allow any

rson to contest in the par-
iament election beyond
his/her district/area.

3. All elected honourable
members of Parliament must
stay in the constituency from
where the people have given
their verdict as their repre-
sentative. :

4. All administrative and
development works must be
done
through him/her.

5. An office for MP may be
set up in each constituency

provided with facilities for
running an office, i.e. staff,
transport, telephone, etc.

6. No honourable members
of Parliament should be ap-

inted head of any institution

eyond his/her own con-

_stituency.

7. e Parliament secre-
tariat may determine the defi-
nite function of the MP with
the approval of proper author-
ity as is done for the Mayor of
the City Corporation, Chairman
of the Pourashava and Union
Parishad in B desh.

8. The movement of the
MPs should be restricted as
per urgency required by their
respective party leaders and
the parliament session,

I humbly draw the attention
of pr authority to consider
the above points and if ac-
cepted they may be imple-
mented for all parliamentary
electiong to come.

Tareq Mustafa

119, West Dhanmondi, Dhaka

"A dog in the manger
S5ir, A letter captioned, "A
Dog in the Manger Policy" ap-
in The Daily Star on 16

ay. In my opinion, it is an ex-
ample of moral degradation in
our literate society: There is
no such address in Uttara. It
seems, the name may not be
the letter-writer's name too,

Though he pretended to be

. neutral (last para), the theme

of the letter may be his own
concern, indirectly he got it
published. Or, it could a
manifestation of his malice

. against the Kalyan Samity.

Because, the tone of the letter
spells as such. If it is his own
case, then his such shyness is

A nr.eryl
an ordinary lessee of '76
and a‘resident of Sector-4 I

or his/her constituency

would like to point out few
facts of the issue. Uttara was-

planned circumspectly as a
model town. So, in each sector
there were spaces for

community use” (school. park.
play ground. mosque, market,
community centre, lake, shop-
ping mall etc). Before the last
reginme, these spaces remained
undisturbed. Even by then,
some of the said facilities were
made available in some sectors

(Sect-3, Sect-7). But during

the last regime, some appar-
ently greedy allottees of newer
sectors of Uttara, believably
had connection and influence
in RAJUK and Works Ministry.
So they got their previous odd
allotment transferred to better
area, with better plots. They
perhaps found must have first
the then Works Minister as
one of their category and on
their side.

S0, to materialise their
plan, they first obliged the
minister with a better and
larger corner plot (front and
side having oper, space},
in the central area of Sector-3,
between Rd-4 and Rd-7. This
allotment was the talk of the
town. But, as per RAJUK it was
a regular case. So, with that
blanket rule, the majority of
that group got their previous
allotment changed to better
aleahk: plots. But MPs, secre-
taries and influential allottees
who missed that bus, laid their.
hands on the space kept for
“community use”. They cut
away a part of their choice and
reduced it to plots and gm it
transferred like others did. So,
the excuse of "rising demand
for land" made by the influen-
tial allottees was a hoax and
eye-wash, in this context,

The area of Sector-4, [refe-
rred) is same as described. It
started with mosque land, and
injunction was im on all,
as a matter of rule. If the
identities of the 'incumbents’
are exposed, then all cats will
be out of the bag. The letter
has stressed on the RAJUK's
statutes. ﬂ clause included
there is certainly for the im-
provement of a planned
township, and not for ﬂllm
it. Kalyan Samity is for the wel-

fare of the community. What
was their lapse, 4f t acted to
save Uttara. and -ori-

ented space for "comimunity
use?” - o

AR
House #39, Rd-11. Sect #4,
Uttara, Dhaka-1230

|
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IGAL Amer and Hezbo-
llah indeed won the
general election In lsr-
ael. Yigal Amer killed Yitzhak
Rabin and with him he tho-
ught, the peace process
immediate reaction in Israel
was, however, the ite

Majority of the Israelis put
flowers and candles orf Rabin's

cemetery with the silent

promise to su
g:-ccn. They
mon Peres and
ahead of Benjamin Netanyahu
in the opinion polls. Shimon
Peres was highly confident and
fixed the ral election on
May 29, | . But he had too
many enemies around and also
across the border. Hezbollah
and its master financier de-
cided to wreck the peace pro-
cess and came heavily on
Peres. Hezbollah carr out
four suicide bomb attacks
within I[srael in two months
time and also sent a
Katyusha
Israel that injured some Is-
raclis. Peres fell into the trap.
He misjudged the situation
and reacted unwisely and dis-

ﬂrmrttunntﬂy against
e llah in Southern Le-
banon. He could really do noth-

to Hezbollah but statecl

a large part of Lebanon by
bamb!ng civillan areas. The Is-

raell bombing of Qana brought
international condemnation
This angered the entire Arab
world. At home Peres started
losing grounds both with Is
raelis and Arab Isrdelis. The
result was a disaster lor Peres
— disaster at least for the time
being for the peace process.
Benjamin Netanyahu was
elected as the Prime Minister

ked around

by a verf: thin margin of even
less than one rcn:tntngc
point. He got 1. 501,023 votes
and Peres ].471 5668 Accord-
ing to Israeli Election Com-
mission 145 000 voters cast
blank votes for Prime Minister
apparently reflecting their
displeasure with both the
candidates. About 12.000
blank votes were cast by Arab
Israelis “presumably to show
their anger over the military
operation in Lebanon."

Israeli election result
stunned people around the
world. In Israel also it was a

strange situation — the whole
nation was divided right down
the middle. Columnist Henry
Shaten wrote: "Half of the pub-
lic in Israel is now going
around with a feeling that re-
demption is at hand and the
other believes that it is
trapped in a hell on earth.
Some rejoice, others weep."
Yitzhak Rabin's wife's reaction
was — "All [ want to do is pack
mf\; bags and get out of here.”
Shimon Peres was obviously
shocked but observed the
democratic norm and tele-
phoned Benjamin Netanyahu to
congratulate him. Later Peres
sdaick. "We shall support the
peace process wherever we
shall be ..." Arafat was reported
to be stunned and shocked.
His spokesman said
'‘Benjamin Netanyahu should
not be an adventurer. He
should abide by the agree-
ments signed by Israeli gov-
ernment,’

Though. King Hussein of
Jordan has already said some
nice formal things and hoped
to work with himm on the peace
process, the rest of the Arab
world became worried at the
election result. Syria termed
Israeli election as tragic. Syr-
ian President Hafez Al-Assad
hurriedly met Egyptian For-
eign Minister and later Egyp-
tian President himself at Cairo.
Other Arab leaders also got in
touch with each other. The
feeling is that Arab leaders
must try to forge some form of
Arab unity to combat pew Is-

his peace
put him far

of
rockets to Northern

raeli

offensive
Clinton Administration Was

ul of Peres's return as
Minister. Appa

Israel, Clinton
could be more active
in Israel for the salke
3&.:Htmmgth:m
peace process.

it was widely feared that
with the election of
Netanyahu as the Prime

ter. the peace process will sui-
fer a serious set back if net
halted altogether. Though

said im-

Benjamin Net

pe ately after his election
that he was in favour of peace
which
failed

but peace with security,
he said. Shimon Peres
to .
enjamin
..

tinian State. no return

further surrender of

land to Arabs. delay in troops
pull out from Hebron and

of West Bank,
sctilements, etc.

other areas
more lsrael

These are obviously the thi

that are bound to disrupt the
However, if

jamin Netamryahu has used
these as slogans for catching
voles and repeated them to
the victory celebrating crowd

ACET Pprocess

R

please them, then it is fine.

to

But i he igtends to rsue
them the of po-
Ittical tolerance, t he will
not only enrage the entire

Arab word but also bring back
the streets of
West Bank and Gaza Suicide

Intefada into

bombers whe have been wait-
i':ﬁ for the election results
probably be activated in no
time and make streets of Is-
rael totally unsafe. Benjamin
Netanyahu should ecarefully
read the statement of Hamas
leader M Zahar. He warned
that (f Netanyahu l'-l'nﬂitu the
peace process. there be "a
new wﬂe of violence mot only
by Hamas, but by every Pales-
tinian im:]:.u:ﬂn\gl the people
who support the peace pro-
cess.” This statement says two
things — (i} Hamas did sup-
rt the peace process which,
owever, remained in doubt
and (ii} halt in the peace
cess will make Israelis more
unsafe.
Netanyahu-will make a seri-
ous blunder if he continues to

think that sti to more of

occupied land will . secu-
rity to [srael. The self-declared
s:r:urillv.; zone in South Le-
banon has proved to the con-
trary. The  occupation of
others land is uncivilized and
political domination of other
people is abominable. These
can never give security to any
one. Rabin-Peres realised it
well and could carry as per
election result about half of the
]l:ggpLHatinn of Israel with them.

e fault does not lie so much
with the democracy but with
wrong or inadequate applica-

» tion of real ideas and princi-

gh:s on which democracy is
ased. The lead of less than
one percentage point should
not immediately confer leader-
ship to some one. Israeli elec-
tion with this thin margin of
vote in favour of Netanyahu is
thre to the fate
'of millions and millions of
people in the Middle East.
Re democracy probably
never intended such a situa-
tion. The constitution of any

government's political

Netaniyahu's

of
Golan Heights to Syria and no -

courn should provide for a
credi margin of votes or a
second or third run for, any
one to mandate to lead

continuing to occupy ‘others
land but by returning
land with a smile and against
solid guarantee and thus creat-
ing an environment of friend-
ship that is bound to last and

provide the of

that Benjamin Netamyahn and
his sup have been
I programmes

%:J:u ac hieved ﬂw
es-Arafat-US efforts
hatig A e
c Ar £ and
some other Arabs into

of Hamas. Hezbollah and ot
radicals promoted and nour-
ished by the opponents of
prace — Iran is widely believed

to be the one.
e Chairman asser Arafat
while at Oxford Uni-
y said that he

versity

dent state of . He also
asked Israeli ment to
withdraw its security forces ,
from Hmun b::rﬂd :;
June, 1 as to
Peres t. He called
u amin Netanyahu to
shide il agrocments”signed
between lsrael and

Authority.

However, amid the

gloomy peace environment

after ;en amin - Netanyahu's

election Jm‘nry there .w

to be some ray of 3 -

jamin N u's political
top
Au-

spokesman telephoned a
nihhqfthc Palestinian
thority and assured ™ him of the

. continuation of the pro-
cess. Indeed, if amin Ne-
tanyahu is a sensi
who promises to | a state
like Israel which is sur-
rounded by hostile Arat

states, he should soon decide
hiat mtg. the
rhetorics engage in
peace procéss. ,
Here comes the crucial
role of Clinton Administration.
The Palestinians, the Arabs
and the international commu-
nity expect the US to put «
enough re .on Ben
Netanyahw so that he
into the peace path
chartered without much hesi-
tation and reservation. During
his election and after hav-
ing worked so much on ME
peace, President Clinton can
not afford to allow Benjamin -
Netanyahu to play Yigal Amer
on the peace process. Middle
East peace is undoubtedly at a
j|::-||::-mt n{q no-return. Even Ben-
amin Netanyahu cannot
it, he can unE delay it thc:i:g
at the cost of more lives. Peace
and security or security and
peace as envisaged by Ben-
Jamin Netanyahu can be
achieved if Israel wvacates oc-
cupied territories with agreed
adjustments along some areas
of the borders and under
guarantees (plus stationing of
Beac&kccﬁinp%xmr:u] by the
S and other big powers.

The result of the election
for Israeli premiership which
rut forward a radical [igure
Benjamin Netanyahu. has cre-
ated tension among the
world's peace loving commu-
nity. The assassination of
Prime Minister Rabin was the
first blow to the ongoing peace
process. But Shimén Peres
who took over the office re-
mained faithful to his prede-
cessor's commitment, and, as
he himself was one of the
ﬁartncra of the peace process,

e left no stone unturned to
gear it up. The declaration of
eres that peace was more
important than to win the
election was a concrete evi-
dence of his faithfulness to his
commitment.

But the election results
which put Mr Shimon Peres
oul of the race appeared to be
the second and perhaps the
biggest blow to the ME peace
process. The Likud gained only
a .7% victory over the Labours.
It is too narrow a victory to
boast of, but, of course, impos-
sible to overcome. The Pales-
tinians, dreaming of an inde-

ndent state in the near fu-
ure with Jerusalem as its cap-
ital, are feeling insecure, for
the Pre;::éer-Elect Netanyahu,
in his election campaign ur
his people to be tough agaiﬁi?
them. As we know Mr Ne-

ahu's pledlgeu included:

) he would close the PLO

\ Head quarters in Jerusalem, 2)

“Jewis

Clouds over ME Peace Process

he would start to build new
Jewish settlement in the West
Bank, 3) he would authorize
Israeli troops to conduct
search for the terrorists into
PLO-run autonomous zones,
and 4) he would not cede the
Geolan Heights to Syria for a
peace agreement.

But these are the vital
points of the ME peace pro-
cess for which the Palestinians
gave up hostility and recog-
nized the ‘unwanted' Jewish
State. So these issues are
sensitive and any initiative
against these wi]l create frus-
trations among the Palestini-
ans and the radical groups will
take the advantage out of the
situation.

Now the buming ﬂucaﬂ-nn is
whether or not Mr Netanyahu
will remain an extremist as a
Prime Minister,

He won by a narrow margin
and half of the population are
against his radical views, In the
Nasset he won't have enough
majority to beat the labours.
They will not let him deo any-
thing contrary to the commit-
ment to peace. And the
strongest barrier is that the
State is openly under
the thumb of the USA and
their allies. it is the USA who
initiated the ACEe pProcess,
forced the Israeli leaders to sit
with the PLO leaders for a face
to face dialogue and made
them sign an accord with the
PLO. Seo it is easy to compre-

S —

hend that the USA will not tul-l
erate any hindrance to it.

But as Nétanyahu will have
to form a coalition government
with the help of some extrem-
ist small parties. he cannot al-
ford to be too interested in the
issues his partners do not like.
Besides, as the PM of a con-
scious nation he cannot
his election p - 50 he
obviously find himself in a
dilemma and to overcome it he
may choose play a double
game, in which the ME peace
ﬂ:mess may be the scapegoat.

will try his best at least to
make the process slow.

But any delay in the peace
process will instigate the ex-
tremists like Hezbullah and
Hamas to b back the
hostility. They may start a
propaganda, sayi that the
peace accord is not but a
deprivation of rights and thus
the Palestinians should resume
armed struggle against the
Jewish state to realise their
demands. The Hamas-Hezbul-
lah declaration that the
chief was a ‘traitor’ might
enough ground to take root.

The fact is, if the Jewish set-
tlement on, i the lsraeli
soldiers P on oppressi

the Palestinians as usual. and
the Palestinian leaders can do
nothing about these, then the

peace process will lose all its

meanings.
, Razzak Raza
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