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The Ramna thana Awami League brought out an election
procession in the Dhaka-10 constituency of the city yes-

terday.

— Star photo

Biswas tells foreign observers

The caretaker government
and the Election Commission
have taken all sible mea-
sures for holding the forth-
coming electiom in an impar-
tial and credible manner to
make it a 1, reports UNB.

This was stated yesterday by
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas while talk to Com-
monwealth and SAARC ob-
server groups who are here to
oversee the June 12 general
election of Bangladesh.

President Biswas hoped
that the election this year
would be more transparent
than before. "It ¢can act as a
model for other countries if
the efforts are successful.” he
told the polls observers.

Officials said a 4-member
Commonwealth election ob-
server group led by Tan Sri Dr
Mohammad Ghazali Shafie
called on President Abdur

Rahman Biswas at Bangabha-
ban.

Welcoming them. President
Biswas observed that there was
great enthusiasm among the
people for the forthcomin
elections. which he said,
would be held in a free, fair
and impartial manner.

President Biswas said the
caretaker government havin
constitutional strength ar
footing had taken great care {o
ensure congenial atmosphere

Ershad

Y Frumn Page 1
cancermed within 15 days of
the announcement of the elec-

tion schedule, the sources
said

Ershad was registered as a
voter in Rangpur, according to
JP sources. When contacted
the Deputy Commissioner of
Rangpur, who is also the RO of
the area where Ershad was
registered as voter, said he did
not receive any request for Er-
shad's postal ballot.

The leader of the delega-
tion, Tan Sri Dr Mohammad

Ghazali Shafie. satis-
faction to see the arrange-
ments and hoped that the
election would held in a
free and i Manner.
The other three members
are Ms Alice Ann Killam
E;c;nrnl Officer, Professor
ustin, Director, Legal and
Constitutional Affairs Division,
Commonwealth Secretariat,

and Michael Fathers, official of
the Commonwealth Secre-

tariat.

Later, a 28-member delega-
"tion of South Asia Nan-gov-
ernmental Election Observer
Team, led by Dr D R Panday,
former Finpance Minister of

:ittgal. called nn

the President
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This jackal was caught in
Siddik Bazar area of the city
vesterday. — Star photo

CEC: Any 1rregular1

From Page 1

tion between the field level,
officials, the district control
room and the EC, wireless sets
of the law-enforeing authori-
ties would be used. '

Abu Hena said that the EC
was now fully prepared and
poised for holding a free, fair
and impartial election. "Time
has really come when | can
say, with confidence, we will
be able to present the nation
with a free, fair. impartial and
transparent election.,” Abu
Hena said.

"The reason | am saying this
is, we have been able to create
a congenial climate which is
essential for holding a free and
fair election. It is very hearten-
ing that by and large, the polit-
ical parties have been behaving
fairly responsibly,” Abu Hena
said. "They are abiding by the
-election code of conduct.”

The CEC detailed the mea-
sures taken to ensure fairness
in the June 12 elections and
expressed his satisfaction at
the "wisible significant im-
provement”™ of law and order in
the country over the last two
months.

Although the situation ap-
pears quite encouraging for

the polling, the EC would be’

fully prepared for the "worst
scenario.” he said adding that
police and Ansars would be
dei}lujed in each of the 25,957
polling centres. '

"We have categorised about
9.000 polling centres as most
vulnerable, 8,000 as vulnerable
and the rest 10.957 centres as
normal,” the CEC said. In each
centre of the first two cate-
gories there would be two
armed policemen, an armed
Ansar and ten Ansars with
lathis. In a "normal” polling
centre, one armed policeman,
one armed Ansar and ten
Ansars with lathis will be de-
ployed. The "vulnerable” cen-
tres would also be covered by
mobile teams of police and
BDR. -

Moreover, police, BDR and
the army would be deployed at
strategic points in the vicinity
of the polling centres. Every
unit of the army would be ac-
companied by a magistrate.

lacking,

The army would intervene only
in case of emergency and
would operate under the su-
pervision of a magistrate.

Considering the inadequate
number of magistrates to do
the job. other officers have
been vested with magistrate's
power to join in the duly. In
addition, some 1,650 magis-
trates from Dhaka are being
mobilised acress the country,
Abu Hena said.

In the raral areas where
{:ﬂnd communication system is
‘additional people”

will remain stand-by in the
polling centers and in case of
any violence. rigging, over-
pmw;rinﬁ or other irregularity,
they will rush to inform the
police, BDR. the army unit or
the TNO serving as the Assis-

tant Returning Officer. the
CEC said.

At every district headquar-
ters. a control room will be set
up with representatives of the
EC, police. BDR and the army.

About the counting of votes,
the CEC said that the candi-
dates have been instructed to
ask their polling agents at the
centres to obtain a certified
copy of the result immediately
after the counting is over.

Abu Hena said that the
chances for rigging in the
election were "very slim" be-
cause of the "tremendous
awareness” among the people.
Presence of the polling agents
(numbering at least five in ev-
ery .centre}, Electoral Enquiry
Committee and the observers
would work as a “check and
balance.” he said.

About the Taka three lakh
ceiling set for a candidate's
election expenses and its al-
Ieged wides violation, the
CEC said that he would have
sought amendment to the, law
if he had time in his hand.

“But as per law every can-
didate is required to send his
source of election expenses
within seven days after the
date of withdrawal,” he said
adding that the candidate is
also required, by law, to submit
a statement on his expenses
within fifteen days after the

polls.
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Khaleda goes to
Ctg today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June 8: BNFP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia is scheduled lo visit differ-
ent constituencies ol the dis-
irict for the third time tomor-
)} row

She will arrive here in the
mwrning and address public
ineetings al Katgarh Bazar in
Doublemooring thana and New

Market crossing in Kotwali
thana in the port city.
JP to file writ
today seeking

’
Ershad’s release

The Jat n-urﬁ
alleged tht:t. mcp-rwt
conspir is being hatched to
prevent the party getting
majority in the Wednesday's
parliamentary elections, re-
ports UNB.

B newsmen, JP Elec-
tion Conducti Committee
chairman Saeed Tarek said the
caretaker government was
blocking the way of free and
fair election by not releasi
Ershad on parole to record
television h.

speec

He told the
writ petition will
in the H Court, Er-
shad's before the polls.

1500 'chocolate'

bombs recovered

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, June 8: Kotwall
thana lice recovered 1.500
"chocolate” buhn;h- from two
young men at the Rupsha fe
gha'tlfmre today. e

The police said, the two
men Rezaul Karim and
Saiduzzaman - were going to
Gopalganj after buying the
bombs from Khulna Bazar.

A case has been flled with
Kotwali thana.

JCD worker

‘From Page |
Puliﬂhhed 5 ruutr:lu of tear
gas 8 to bring the situation
under control. Later police also
fired 4 rounds of bullets. The
f‘ntalteu then dispersed but

CD worker Anwar Hossain
wWas seen on the road. He
was taken to tal with bul-

ess that a
filed today

——

let injuries in his head. He
died afterwards.
The was sent to the

Bhola Sadar hospital morgue
for au

Thm held a meeting in
front of the Town Hall is

afternoon to protest the
killing.
Meanwhile, ?he BNP ac-

tivists detained a prison van
tonight. The prison van was
released after the release of
the two arrested BNP leaders
on bail.

Former BNP MP Mossaraf
Hossain Sahjahan has con-
demned the and said AL
is re nsible for this, Former
AL MP Tofael Ahmed has de-
nied the tion.

The Police Super said, the
death of the JCD activist was
mysterious.

'Fake' cassette
seized

JHALAKATHI. June 8: An
audio cassette with the
recorded voice of an unknown
woman imitating Awami
League president Sheikh
Hasina was seized by police in
the town on Friday night. re-
ports UNB.

The cassette reportedly
contains remarks like "Rakkhi
Bahini will be re-established if
Awami League goes to power"
and “the friendship treaty with
India will be renewed.”

Acting on a tip, Sadar thana
police recovered the cassette
irotn a mike shop in' Pur-
hachadkati area 'of the town.
allegedly owned by a BNP sup-
porter. Abdul Barek, who was
absconding.

Police made a GD entry in
this connection.

'People crossing
From Page 1

under the normal rules.
Hanﬁladesh Rifles has been
discharging its security duty
along the border constantly so
that none can enter
Bangladesh illegally. Besides,
directive have been issued to
Bangladesh rifles to strengthen
vigil on the border to stop ille-
gal entry into Bangladesh on
the eve of the election. it
" added.

The pgovernment called
upon the people to report to
the concerned district or
thana officials about any defi-
nite infermation on the illegal
entry of fake voters. '

Japanese

From Page 1

During their stay, the team
members will observe polling
and vote counting, and pay a
courtesy call on President Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas. They will
also meet Chief Adviser
Muhammad Habibur Rahman
and other prominent political
leaders.

The team will meet the
press before its departure.

69-hour

From Page 1

Election Commission.

Its commercial service will
be transmitted through the
channel 'Ga' of channel

'Kha' on 10 kw microwave. No

L
‘o
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commercial service will be
transmitted from any other re-
gional station.

Besides, different kinds of
reports on election-related af-
fairs will be broadcast in-be-
tween the election bulletins,

Attractive mgn and plays
will be presented during tﬁe

nonstop radio broadcasting.
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Six BNP
From Page |

Khh:: who is contesting frlt:m

C r-3 constituency has

nlru:ypuh:tn expelled from the

party. Others might also face

similar actions unless they

withdrew themselves from the
election race. a party leader

said. anonymity: Alam
won the 1991 election on BNP
ticket. .

Of the six. three more in-
cludi former state minister
A B M Zahidul Haq (Kishore-
Flnj-ll. were elected to the
ifth pariiament. Two dissi-
dents who won the 1991
elections are Kamruddin Ehiya

R Bedrnitiie Tranais-
3 die from food

poisoning

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, June 8:
Three members of a family
died from food poisoning in
Teknal today, hospital sources

Abdul Hakim. 42, of Shah-
puri island under Teknaf thana
took lunch with his wife and
two children. Soen they be-
came seriously sick. Hakim.
his wife Rabeya Begum. 30,
and the three-year old child
Mifti Begum died within a
couple of hours while the
other child Minara um, 6,
was taken to Teknaf Health
Complex. They all had taken
potatoes and shrimp. the sur-
viving child told the doctors.

Rallies banned

From Page 1
Bangla Motor Link Road to

Sonargaon SAARC Fountain
crossing, from the east end of

Pan th to the Road
cr through Green Road
link road, from F te to
Parjatan crossing, from
Parjatan crossing to the
Karatoa c on the

Road through Crescent Road.

gl::m Ka;atnn crossing to

anmondi ' Hiﬁg school
on Mirpur RE:?:IF?I Road.
Khejur Bagan, the restricted
areas of the Sangsad Bhaban

and all other
the DMP press release said.
» HIZ}lM;nadlmu{hanned C

s of wea s, explo-
sives, sticks and nﬂ harmful
and illegal objects in the above
mentioned areas. it added.

Equipment
: From Page 1
be embarrassing for both our

governments were § to be-
come widely known that Bri-
tish taxpayers had funded an
important piece of equipment
which, through neglect, had
fallen into disuse. We would
hope the CAA places priority
on the proper use of this
equipment ... we shall be ready
to consider a request for assis-
tance from technical assis-
tance funds.”

But the CAA started dilly-
dal]].rin% over the question of

ying Customs Duty (CD)/VAT
or the spare parts to be im-
ported for the repair work.

According to rules, the
beneficiary of the fund is su
posed to bear the cost of CD
and VAT for the spare parts
that will be required for refur-
bishing the rotten timber
decking on the hover platform
of the DARS.

Altho this was explicitly
mentioned in the GOB rules,
the CAA, after more than two

ears, had sent a letter to the
inistry of Civil Aviation and
Touriém in November, 1995,

askin for clearance for

CD/VAT. .
The Ministry made further

dilly-dally on the issue and fi-

nalé. on May 25, 1996, gave
its clearance about p of
CD/VAT which was viewed as a
“redundant exercise®” by some
officials in the C the
sources said. '

Officials of the CAA told this
correspondent that if the au-
thority did not take immediate
steps to ayail this fund for re-
pair of the DARS the fund
might be withdrawn.

e agent who acts on be-
half of the British government
in handl all aid
wrote to the Chairman of the
CAA in November., 1995,
“Failure to take steps
for rc?alr of the D may re-
sult in the British Goveérn-
ment's withdrawal of the offer
to fund the refurbishing”. “The
costs would then fall on the
CAA " it had said.

The Daily Star contacted
the public relations depart-
ment of the CAA to know the
official tion on the cause of
delay of the repair work. But it
did not make any comment.

- activities,
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out a procession in the
city yesterday to drum up support for BNP candidates.

— Star photo

dissidents

L
7) while the two others are
Rafiqul Islam (Chandpur-1)

and Principal Amirul Islam
(Kushtia-3), HNP sources
pointed out.

Hesides, two other BNP

men are said to be in the elec-
tion race as independent can
didates although they are not
active in seeking voles
One of them is Habibur
Rahman Habib., who joined the
BNP failing to get nomination
from the Awami League. filed
nomination papers as an inde-
endent candidate from
abna-4 and did not withdraw
his candidature. Habib is cur-
r:m:y accompanying the BNP
chiefl .n her countrywide elec-
tion tour and is not campaign-
ing for himself.
Meanwhile, senior BNP
leaders like Mirza Golam Haflz,
Humayun Khan Panni. Mujibur
Rahman, Ansar All Siddigi,
Osman Ghanl Khan, Abdur Rouf
Chowdhury, Mia Mohammad)/
Mansur All. Mujibur Rahman
Sarwar, M A Jinnah and Prol
Abdul Hafiz. who won the 199]
polls and did not get party
nomination this Ume. were not
invoilved in Lhe party's election
party i s said.
Al most of the dissi-
dents were tamed in various
ways, a good number of them
ignored all sorts of threat and
persuasion {rom Lhe y.
Party leaders including Maj
Gen (rtd) Golam Mowla, Air
Vice Marshal (rid) Altal Hos-
sain Chowdhury. Brig (rtd)
Anwar Hossain and Abul Khaer
Bhuiyan, who win the February
15 election and were denied
party nomination this time,
were also feeling [rustrated
and taking less interest in
working for the party, insiders
said.
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campaign tour

Awami League esident
Sheikh Hasina will address
public meetings at dlﬂﬂ":l:i

shahi districts today. re-
poris UNB.

The AL chief will fly to
Ishurdi and then address elec-
tion rallies at . Natore,
Si . N and Rajshahi.

he will return to the capi-
tal this aftermoon, said a party
press release.

Hasina
From Page 1
money and resources throu
cm'ru‘pttun. She urged the
peopie to give reply to this
through halﬂa. d
Explaining her party pro-
grammes for Sylhet division.
she said that if voted te power,
her party would try to improve
the lot of the labourers of the

tea gardens and fix wages for
them in keeping with the
prices of essentials. Flood
problems Iin Sylhet region
would be solved through
she said.

e AL chief claimed that
local AL MPs in the 5th r-
Hament had submitted flood
control plans to the Parliamen-
tary Commitiee on Water Re-
source and Flood Contrel. But
the then Finance Minister M
Salfur Rahman. who s also the
local nominee of BNP refused
to allocate funds to implement
the flood control plans in Syl

het region. v

She also Introduced her
arty nomimees Md Shahab
El n (Mbazar-1), Sultan Md
Monsur Ahmed (M'bazar-2)
and Azizur Rahman (M'bazar-
3

| Hasina's polls |
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Violation of code of conduct

dut)' to those
met with the President re-
ccn:tg_ reports UNB

¢ have conveyed te the
EC our apprehension that the
President influence them
o should be relieved
their duty for the
of free and fair election.”
leader S A M S Kibria

day and lodged a written
complaint accusing President
Abdur Rahman Biswas of vielat -
ing election code of conduct by

ging to upgrade Barisal] BM
niversity College to a full
fledged university.

efrrring 0 much talked-

Feroze Rashid
won't contest
elections
By Staff Correspondent

Kazi Feroze Rashid, a Jatiya
Party (JP) candidate for Dhaka-
9 and -3, announced
the lrlﬁ_ rlh;nhl of his candida-
ture from scals reﬂ.erd.l
his spokesman said. >

Earlier Kazi had announced
the withdrawal of his candida-
ture from Dhaka-9 econ-

| stituency on Friday night.

about cassettes re-
cent incident in the army. he
alleged that those 'secret’ au-
dio casseties were being
played in different election
camps of BNP. Playing of such
casseties are also contrary to
the election code of conduct.
The Awami League leader
alleged that BNP activists had
attack the house of Tofael

Ahmed in Bhola ¥
leaving some seven mem-
bers A

Re to a question,

n
EMaﬁiliircpertndquf
people from India was a pre-

fi‘ﬁ% BOR are

in the to stop illegal in-

truders.

Khaleda

From Page |
The BNFP chief addressed

nine public from 9
pPm to 4 am mmﬁt:hywﬂ differ-
ent places in Dllmln—
gaon and J
Her at might at
Birol. Parbati ; BIIT
Hilt. le::' . Jaipurhat,
Akkelpur, r were
lar atl.uu:hd.mm
Zia today (Saturday)

addressed rallles at N .
Atria, Patnitala. Manda, Mo-
hanpur, Nachata and i
during her day-long hectic
rlthMEtr:I;a,

She introduced her party
candidates at the meetings and

urged the people to vote for
them.




