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MAHFUZ ANAM: | thank you
all tor joining this discussion
mﬂ‘lh‘lf ay we'll discuss
on 'Polilics, Politicians and
Student Politics'. We want you
lo share your upinions with our
readers. Let's pay attention to

STUDENT POLITICS

what Mahbub Shaligue has to

say .
MAHBUB UE (5St.
h High Schoel), | am in
favour of student politics. But
the way student politics is now
directed te by our political
leadership. | amn against that.
The prevailing trend of using
the students as weapons to
terrorise political rivals by our
leaders. must stop. The
Wil use of anns among
the student fronis ol Bang-
ladeshi litical parties is a
very unhealthy practice. We
must b back the glorious
tradition ol our student move-
ments, if we want to ensure
the well-being of our future
generations. ars 1952,
‘62, '69. 71 and 90 have wit-
nessed the power of our stu-
dent movements to uphoid the
will and desire of the people

Students proved in the pa.si'

that they were the most con-
scious and sacrificing section
in our society. They always
have come io rescue the nation
when situation demanded. So.
it is only a matter of time
when students will again come
out of this grim situation and
fight for the rights of them-
selves and their fellow coun-
trymen. I'm sure. the negative
trend we are now witnessing is

t . .
EEP&I DAS (Udayan

Bidyalaya): A student's [irst
priority should be to study. But
specially at
the university levgl. a large
. mgunber of students forget

their cuty
themselves in

and engage
politics. 1 am

this trend. What | want
to say is thal the trend among
a large number of students. lo

give priority to itics over
education is very damaging.

- Besides. when our ances-

tors were involved in student

itice. they upheld certain

. But now our broth-

and sisters who are in stu- .

nt politics, do not stand for
y such ldﬁmr This lack of

mhu :.111& -!::udl:nt
m a m : ’
our peolitical leadership. Eu*
~ cationists and civil will

our students sd tha
can  biing "back ideold;
commiimentis into stu

politics.
SABIGH BIN MASOOD

(Dhaka College): First. 1| want
o say a few .words on our

politicians. When elected (o

al
ent

m, our iticians “forget
“E: tioh commit-

ﬁ w work mm lves

i s lack of im

think hypocrisy, duh.nnniy
and lack of commitment to the
country among our national

jcal leader played

our student politics. Our stu-

dent organisations involve in
political activities under the
guidance a of national political
Arties: When the nationai
enders cannot help (he-
selves being corrupl anrd when
party loyalty among themn Is on
the: wane. ideology. idealism,
cominitraent to the nation
andfor interess of the people
become mere phrases {o the

studentis. So | think the maiu
cause of the prevaliing negative
trend in stt.lc{ﬂnl politicd is the
fatlure of our political leaders.
The suident politics is only
following the track of our na-

tional politics.

It is the national leadership
who failed to live up to our ex-
pectations. " The rampant vio-
lence and sharp decline oi
morality in student: are only o
manifestaiion of the failure of
our national! politics. Studenis
must realise that they must
start their owr: politics based
on their own ideologies and
idealismi1 to break this vicious
circle of political underdevel-
opment.

| mean students
should direct their poiitics
around their own issucs such
as. modernisation and upgrad-
ing the curriculum, pressing
demand house [ur the solution
lo accommaodation problem in
the residential halls, etc.

MAHFUZ ANAM: But tiese
things can easily be done by
college or school students’
unions. Why do you have to in-
volve yourselves into politics to
solve your education-related

ms when you can easily
solve it through the students'
unions? 1 think 1 must clarif
what we mean student poli-
tics. 1 am talking about the in-

* volvement of students in the

politics and about their affilia-
tions to the student fronts of
various political anisations,
i.e., Chhatra Dal, Chhatra
League, Chhaira Union etc. |
am asking you: do you think
this is desirable? Do you sup-
port the involvement of stu-
dents in national politics? And
if your answer to the question
is ves. then tell me. from what
level? Do you think student
politics can be allowed from

the primary level? Or at the -

r secondary or at the uni-

level?

RABBEE (Dhaka
College): My answer to your
first question is yes. | think
students should be involved in
national politics. Because ... who
will lead the nation in the fu-
ture? Delinitely the students of
inday. There is a phrase -in

versit

cricket 'Big match temperas
ment’. you cannot plng at the
highesi level without bu

ilding

For th

I{;uIlq{:J

In the second of the three discussion meetings with our young citizens, The Duily Star asked
the invited students to come up with their views on national politics with emphasis on
student politics. The meeting was conducted by The Duily Star editor Mahfuz Anam,
assisted by Ekram Kabir and Fakrul Islam Chowdhury. |
Following are what they said

Sabigh bin Massud
yvour 'big match temperament'.
You must go through a period
ol apprenticeship before quali-
fying for the big games. Same
is true in politics. I our stu-
dents are to lead the nation in
the future. they must prepare
themselves properly through
student peolitics. Invelvement
in !pnliljca in the.student life
will make them mature enough
to confront national problems
in the future. And to answer
yvour second question, 1 will
say. students should be allowed
to engage themselves into poli-
tics from class VIII.

I think so because if the
studenis are allowed to involve
themsclves inlo polities from
class 1 ey wndl he abie o
judde the polin i deologies.

and positions of different po-
litical parties. But to ensure
that we need to educate them
from Class VIII about various
political ideologies like Marx-
ism. democratic capitalism.
autocracy etc. Il we can edu-
cate our students from such an
early stage they will be ma-
tured enough Lo rejeci the
prevailing negative trends in
student politics when
enter into universities.

IMRAN KARIM: (St. Joseph
High School): But I think if a
student of Class VIIl is ex-

posed to such influential idey

ologies, they will not be ablg to
digest those ideologies. | am
afraid what Shalqual is propos-
ing will backlire. \ :
JOY ALAMGIR [Noire Dasne
I thunk il siudents al
this stage of their lile are in
troduced to political litera-
tures of autocracy dictator-

. ship. or [undamentalism they

will form their opinion corre-
sponding to that particular

“ideology. And if they come in

touch with Marxism first,
chances are hlgh that they
will emerge as diehard Marx
jists. And if you teach them
about democratic ideologies at
this level. they will nitely
be influenced by democratic
ideclogy. What | am trying to
say. at such an early stage ol
life of a student we must nof
bring him or her in contact
with any such ideology If we
do so. it will do more harm lo

thetr mental development than -

we can imagine.
IMRAN EAI.IH: |- want to
say that it will be very difficult

they
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~that ideal politicians will

emerge Irom the present gen-
eration of politicians., Chances
are very slim. Some one new
has to come forward. In this
regard, 1 want to add that stu-
dent leaders of today have re-
sponsibilities on their shoul-
ders. | am optimistic about the
future of our student politics.
Given our student leaders can
reject the path of terrorism

we have a great future. g
JOY ALAMGIR (Notre Dmne
College}l: Student politics as a
. part of education should be
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encouraged but students
ghould not be allowed to par-
ticipate in political activities al
the national level.

The universities should in-
crease tuition fees and should
also grant scholarships to stu-
dents for education. The sys-
tem should be like this, if any
student engage him/herseilf
into national politics. while a
student. the scholarship would
be withdrawn.The students.
enferlaining the tdea ol Hitimg
national itics. will be lorced
Lo give up the lemptlation. and
this way. our universities can
be Iree ol student politics and
terrorism.

SAKIBE HAMID PRATYAY
(Government Laboratory High
School): | don’t agree with Joy
Alamgir. I'm in favour of stu-
dent politics. Because it gives
the students an opportunity to
work as a pressure group (o

wress home their demands. _

ere student polilics exisis

the anthority cannol excrcise
absolute wer over the gen

eral studenis. There alwavs
exisls a platformi from where
our voices can be raised. From
where we can fight for our
rights. In the institutions
where student politics s not
allowed, the authorities can.
A in some cases really act. in

an autocratic way, Say for ex-
ample, Khulna University. The
incidents that followed the
rape of one female student of
Khulna University are known
to all.

The ::mll‘u:nritifl acted against
the interest of the general stu-
dents and gave punishment to
the students who protested

against the rape.lf politics was

allowed in Khulna University. |
don't think the authority would
have dared to take such .ac-
Lions.

But [ don't think students
should be allowed to be in-
volved in politics at school or
college levels. Because they
don't have the maturity to
judge the political ideologies at
those stages.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Then we all

agree that student politics
should only be allowed at uni-
versity level? All of you share a

common view. the tradition of
our student politics. It inspires
you all. Now tell me. where has
lh‘;s glorious tradition led us
1O

There are many developed
countries where students were
never directly involved in the
national tics. But it did not
hamper their p . On the
other hand. in your opinion.
we have such a glorious tradi-
tion. still we are in the middle
of nowhere.

SHARMIN KHAN: In nine-
teen fifty-two student politics

made it possible for Bangla to
become our state languages.

Student politics l?red & major
role in l%. E‘Elp 1 and even
in 1990. It is we, the following
generation. who could not
maintain that momentum. We
have failed to live up to the ex-
pectations of the nation. The
Jidriows traftiori of our stu:
dent politics always lived up to
the expectations of the nation.

o
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Imran Keorim

Joy Alamgir

MAHFUZ ANAM: | am not
saying that it was not worth it
to come oul in the streets
when the country needed its
young people. Students played
the major role many times, no
one is denying it. But these si-
tuations occur in a nation's his-
tory only occasionally. 1 am
sure if our motherland re-

uires. all of you will come out
rom your classroom and fight
for our countryv. But what [ am
asking is that. are the present
trends of students being in-
volved in politics under a party
flag. propagating party politics,
meeting party interest. good
for our country”

IMRAN : In the USA,
if students have any problem
regarding their curriculum or
if they feel some changes are
required in the education sys-
tem. they can always talk to
the authorities. Government
and the authorities of the aca-

demic institutions ask the stu-

dents [rom time to time il they
had any suggestions. So. tha
students can make their voices
heard through existing ways.
But in our country there is no
such way. So, students are
sometimes forced to join in
Eulitlcs to make their voices
eard.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Then now
we have consensus on two
points. First, we are not in

* lavour of the student politics

that is now prevailing in our
country and second. we ]|
have agreed that some fatlures

it atir etitication sy¥tem sborthe-

times force the students to be
engaged In politics.

TASIN UDDIN AHMED
(Notre Dame College): | want
add something. We must make
our national politics [ree of
corruption and nepotism
otherwise siudent politics will
not be free of the prevailing
negative trend. :

Our society does not seem Lo .

pay due respect to law and
order. This tendency must
change. Politics should be
people-oriented. We must as-
sure that the influence of black
muneT and arms wiil be up-
rooted [rom our peolitical arena.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Thank you
Tasin. Now | have another
Tilﬂllun for you. Do you agree
that a few mastans are reigning
over the majorities? Do you
nersonally face this sort of sit-

Che L)aily Star Entertainment Guide

' one protests

e Cause — Yes, for the Trend — No

uation in your academic insti-
tutions?

ANUPAM: Yes, we do face this
sort .of situation and student’
politics is to blame for that. If
any one of us tests against
some actions g?the mastans
then we have to face the dire
consequences, Udayan
Bidyalaya is situated inside the
university area. So when some-
nst the activi-
ties of any school boy turned
into a mastan, if he is unable to
perform his actions over us, he
just Prings his big-brothers -
from the university. We don't
have spell out to make you un-
derstand what follows next.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Do vyou
think that the tendency to join
this sort of unhealthy stream of
student politics among the
general students is increasing?

SABIGH : Yesy il js. Because
of the greed. Greed for power
and greed for money. These
two have been successfully ex-
ploited by the politicians to
trap the general students into
this sort of unhealthy stream.
If 1 join any particular party,
the Baro Bgm' will make sure
that | can have my burgers to-
day and my Cokes tomorrow
and my birianees the following
day. all free of cost.

MAHFUZ ANAM: But can't
they understand where to
these activities are leading
them?

SABIGH: Yes. they can un-
derstand. But [ think, like
smoking, it's an addiction.

SHARMIN KHAN: 1 think the
approach of our teachers and
guardians must change. They
always tell us that the purpose
of good education is getting a
good. job or being established
in life. Education has become a
means to accumulate wealth in
our society. We have lost the
true spirit of it. Education does
not enlighten our souls any
more. So. when a student
knows that by becoming a
mastan he can also accumulate
wealth and make himself

established in the society. he-

never hesitates to become one.
MAHFUZ ANAM: Are you
willing to do anything about jt?

IMRAN KARIM: [f we try to
do anything. the [irst obstacle
we have to overcome is our
parents. Because dur parents
never want us to face any dan-
el
? MAHFUZ ANAM: Then. are
yoii saving vou are all Hving a
terrorised life?

PRATYAY: Yes, we are ler-
rorised. In our school, when ;
was in class IX., one of my
fricrcla ‘breught an afms in the
school one day. This particular
student is not studying in our

school any more but there may

L.‘ h _._._.,_:r B - B
Shaicib Hamid Portay

r'ru:m
be others like him. I feel really

insecure. . .
MAHFUZ ANAM: Why didn't

you try to make him under-

‘stand that what he was doing

was wrong? S :

PRATYAY: We failed to make
hirn understand. Because the
big-brothers were always there
to influence him.

JOY ALAMGIR: [ don't think
it's worth the risk. If we try to
make a terrorist understand
that his way of doing things is
wrong it will certainly take
time to persuade him. And |
also have my doubts about the
success of such an effart.
Meanwhile chances are high
that he will be able to influ-
ence some other boys in the
institution to follow his foot-

3“.‘%)5.

an we afford to put some
other boys' lives in risk. in
order Lo reform just one ter-
rorist? Is it worth it? 1 don't
think so. I want to say. the au-
thority should take strict dis-
ciplinary actions against him

Tasin Uddin Ahmed
and just throw him out of the
msltitition.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Throw him
oul to 1where? You may throw
him out from the institution
but can you throw him out -
fromm the society?

SABIGH: Could you say that
we shbuld just throw him out
and forget aboiit him if he was
your own brother? We must be
more sensitive to the needs of
the students who have chosen -
the wrong path,

. MAHFUZ ANAM : Then, we
nbw have {wo conflicting
opinions. Some of vou are sug-
gesting that siricl disciplinary
actions should be 1aken against
those students who terrorise
others and walk in a wrong
path. Others are saying that we
must be more sensitives to the
needs of these students and
try to make them understand
that what they are doing is
wrong. You are suggesting to
try to bring them back in the
mainstream. ‘My last question
is to those of you think that be-
ing sensitive to the needs of
the students who have chosen
a wrong track may bring them
back {0 mainstream — are
yourselves willing to take this
responsibility? It is
'ves'? Well. then let us end on
this sitive note. Thanks to
all ntp‘;-nu for participating ih
this discnssion
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