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Acceptance of Polls Result

The stage is set for the June 12 parliamentary
election. Most people seem now convinced that
the polls will be held in an atmosphere free from
violence and troubles. Surveys carried out by
different independent bodies corroborate this
fact in unambiguous terms..This [s no mean
-achievement, specially after the long shadow of
doubt following a few recent-undesirable develop-
ments. In fact, bringing the election process onto
the right track is a reflection of the people's will.
So what once looked to be going out of control
has been kept in a tight leash. thanks to the care-
taker government's acumen and resolve. Now if
the last couple of days before the election pass
well, all attentien will be on the election day
proper. Already the EC has taken an elaborate
preparation for ensuring law and order. What is
even more encouraging is the fact that people of
their respective polling booths have volunteered
to resist any trouble that might be incited by
outsiders. The incréasing concern and
invnlvement of people are a sure sign that as a
nation we are maturing to welcome democracy.
However, this should in no way lessen the job
of the law enforcers. On the contrary, as a first
step the people's initiative for peace has to be
given all-out support by the law enforcing agen-
cies. That way the muscle power and anti-social
elements will be forced to beat a hasty retreat. We
reckon a few risk points of time on the election
day that need to be attended to quite seriously.
Contrary to poplar belief. the risk of violence or
trouble heightens at times when voting is thin
and everyone is in a relaxed mood. The time ‘is
generally afternoon.” Other high risk points are
the moments before the closing hours for voting
and the time of cdunting. The potential for trou-
ble in all these peak risk times may increase pro-

votes for one candidate or party. The opponents,
in the face of imminent defeat, are likely to re-
sort to desperation. So we appeal for maximum
vigilance against any such design to foil election
results. Let there be a united defence of people
and law enforcers against any disrespect for a
popular mandate.

AIDS : Reality Syndrome

UNAIDS, the joint United Nations programme
| on the disease, celebrated the unwelcome and
undesirable fifteenth anniversary of AIDS in Paris
with some statistics not quite devoid of novelty.
Mpre than 25.24 million adults have been
infected by the HIV virus since the discovery of
AIDS fifteen vears ago. Already 4.5 million have
pushed up the daisies in the face of.the unabated
onslaught of possibly the most formidable foe
science has ever known.

Of course there is reason to take heart in the
revelation that the number of average anmual HIV
cases has experienced remarkable decrease with
the figure coming down to 40,000 from 100,000.
But where? In the United States of America. A
country that has no peer in standing up to the
economic and_ technical dimensions of any
challenge to science, let alone medical science.
The picture on the other hand is as grave as it
was in the developing countries. Distinguishing
Botswana as the chart leader with an adult
prevalence rate of the disease at more than 18
per cent, the report exhausts itself of its share of
grim reality with the statement that- ninety per
cent of HIV and AIDS cases live in developing
countries.

Although sub Saharan- Africa has been
highlighted as thé hardest hit zone in the global
context "and Bangladesh, for that matter, may
appear quite decently distanced, given the socio-
economic reality of ours, we can ill afford any
relaxation in our inchoate vigilance against the
disease. Already what little room for a semblance
of a false sense of security we could indulge in the
name of conservative oriental culture, the report
has arrived to effectively seal that. AIDS is no
longer confined to the conceptual domain of the
homosexuals. Worse, according to the report, 42
per cent of the victims are women and the
proportion is growi aﬁ The pgovernment to
emerge after June 12 and its successors would do
well to think pragmatically along the lines of this

revelation.
Police Role

A pﬂhceman succumbed to his builet wounds
received during a gunﬁght with a’ gang of
kidnappers in Sherpur. On the information that a
couple had been kidnapped, a police team went
to rescue them. Now the policeman's death
brings us face to face with a few questions we
often dislike to confront. Usually the police avoid
any dirett confrontation with anti-social goons

have to respond with antiquated weapons against
sophisticated ones. On the other hand, the
reward for not acting in a manner they should is
alleged to be lucrative.

No wonder, the proliferation of musclemanry
against a subdued police role for long has. tfurned
society into something where lawlessness is the
rule of the day. Policemen doing their duty run

being punished. In such an unusual and extreme
situation, the whole concept of policing the
society needs to be changed. Let the police do
their duty without fear or favour.

The death of a policeman on duty should have
created public outrage, but unfortunately it will
hardly create a, ripple. All because the respect for
law and order has gone and'the temptation of
money is often stronger than social and human
values. If we want our society to flourish, we must
reinvent the strength of those values that have for
millennia held this society together. We must

learn . to honour the membérs of law e

portionately with the overwhelming swing of

because of the risks involved in a fight where they

the risk of either getting killed or otherwise

~w}cﬂmﬂ to such immeoral

orcing |
agencies who lay down t.hr:lr lives performing |

N Haiti in January, 1991,

the former Duvalter Secu-

rity boss Roger Lalontant
setzed the national palace with
a small band of toughs, took
caretaker President

“Frtha ;
Pascal Trouillot captivée and

declared in cocksure words
that all Haiti was behind him.
He was quickly proven wrong.
in such a melee, desperate
Haitians flooded inte the
streets carryi posters of
President-elect Jean Bertrand
Aristide. Lafontant tried to
declare martial law but tr

stormed the palace and
him away in handcuffs. This
perhaps has an oblique

reference to the threats hurled
by the leader of a political
party at the present caretaker
E:t::rnmn ﬂﬂg‘idﬂh that

barely two s more to

serve the cnunlr]r However,

litical Flrti and their
ecaders, rying to create
unn'.:lt

pruvnkt tension in
arently tranquil

itmnlp ere when the whole
nation is preparing to go to
polls amidst enthusiasm unlike
the 15th February election,
may only be reaping the most

bitter harvest.

However there ore reasons
to be worried. Taking excep-
tion to CEC's complacency
about the law and order situa
tionn in the country, in a recent

press hﬂtﬂrﬁ the media
Eeople at Rajshahi, people

ave gol to be wurr'ltd about
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by Md Asadullah Khan

kahthmmmmhnwwqmm“mmqm
terror tactics and intimidation to either the voters or the officials conducting the polls process. Bui recent

evenis and utterances by the party leaders have symbolised a situation that neither smack of love for

dﬂmwywanthhwﬁmfiihchchmr

the viplence that still threat-
ens tens of thousands of them
in the urban areas mainly
Dhaka, Chittagong and Khulna.
Only a few days back, a student
l:uﬁit hcku:?ng to a certain
pelitical was gunned
down in the Ml: Madrasha
compound at Dhaka and on
31st May last a DCC Commis-
sioner onging to another
political y was shot dead in
about a ynrdl of his house
in broad day light because of
folluca] vengeance. And, of
ate, two s were killed
and several others injured In
Chittagong CEC's di re in
the meeting that about 36/37
thousand terrorists have been
arrested po far does hardly
provide any fragrance of tran-
quil atmosphere during the
election days. leaving aside a
more muddled up~ situation
that may, in case, loom up In
the ‘F:;laclecuon days.

e unrest that still pre-
vails in the country has raised
guestions if the caretaker gov-
ermmnent has the to rein

in violence that still continues’

to stalk as well as threatens to

tear the lull. P condemn
the attacks as a "hideous spec-
tacle® #nd call for vigilance
without vengeance any more.
The looming question is that
law enforcing agency at the
present moment, if they are at
all serious about this
menacing trend. must c ﬂq
their methods and attitude.
Armed pilain clothes police

personnel must fan out in the °

zones of Dhaka Chit
along with unifo
personnel who will be
vigll over the aread with vehi-
cles and mobile telephone.
This will help them crack
down on the right at the
moment they operate their vi
cious game

Encnurag]ng}g the assur-
ance of the ree Services
Chiefs — Army, Adrforce and
Hnwvtnmtnthendn{
the civil administration In
curbing violenge, terrorism
and malpractice either on the
day of t election or there-
after during vote counting is
most heartening The superb
show of commitment and sin-
cerity of purpose thal the

etc
armed

Armed Forces will display as
they did in, Bosnia and Iran-
viraq war zone and also in the
Gull areas in the past. at this
critical juncture of the nation's
history. will definitely earn
them applause and will help
them rise above the contro
versy they were unnecessarily
dr in recently. Their

action in the face of crit-
icism from the

stand
nt will mnnifegllrgdr love

democracy.

Whet people in the country
want most is a peaceful trans-
fer of through an elec-
tion shorn of violence. terror
tactics and Intimidation to ei-
ther the voters or the officials
conducting the polls process.
But recent events and utter-

ances by the party leaders have

bolised a situation that nei-
ther smack of love for democ-
racy nor an attitude to aec
the verdict of the tﬁtﬁm
country's economy t-
t:rtdugy natural disasters. gy-
rations in the market forces
corruption in the high siate of-
fices, bureaucratic tangle and
red tapism in the state ma-

Expected a Peaceful Polling Day

hyMuhnmmadQumrulhhm

It really augurs well that
during lhr ::Ieclinn campaign
the contesting candidates have
gone door to door to meet the
voters and shown ‘respect for
the dignity and worth of the
hunian person.' Exactly that is
provided in Article 1] of the
constitution of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh, 1972,
which reads: "11. The Republic
shall be a democracy in which
fundamental human rights and
freedoms, and respect for the
dignity and worth of the hu-
man person shall be guaran-
teed, and in which effective
participation by the people
through their elected repre-
sentatives in administration at
all levels shall be ensured.”

One might say it is momen-
tary, only to solicit votes,
which most of the candidates
will forget after the polling nn
12th June 1996. Still then,
is a departure, and a good dt-
parture indeed. from the past
practice of keeping themselves
aloof from the voters. Who
knows the visits by the candi-
dates in the slums of the cities
or cluster of huts in the re-
mote villages, within their re-
spective constituencies, will
not touch the voters' minds!
Might be some of them will
behave 'constructively in the
post election period too.

Actually, the electoral up-
date and cl}:mng: of laws, that
were initiated last year, are
now producing results. In spite
of various constraints, the
chief Election Commijssioner
started registration of voters
and issuing identity cards, but
could not make much headway
in respect of 1D cards, after
completion of huge registra-
tion works. The Represen-
tation of the Feopla Order,
1972, was amended, loan
defaulter was disqualified from
being elected as a Member and
Electoral Code of Conduct was
promulgated. Consequeft upon
taking over charge by the non-
party caretaker government on
30th March 96. and re-
organization of Election
Commission, those laws and
voters' lists were taken up for
consideratior: and again
enforced through Ordinance
and Notifications in April and
May. 1996. The voters are now
feeli n% the beneficial impact of
these

MEﬂﬂ“hle, the caretaker
government has made some

Sir, Any one, once visited a
centre for the on going 17th
Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS)
examination has formed a con-
crete idea about the ineffective
management of the Public
Service Commission [PSC). It
is observed that the examinees
}gel wide scope to adopt un-

irmeans during the examina-
lions. particularly in the com-
pulsory subjects. We the peo-
ple had a good idea regardin
the transparency of the BC
examinations. But in practice it
is observed that the process of
selecting of candidates is
faulty. Candidates do not obey
the rules and regulations of the
examinations. Again, the invigi-
lators do not hold adequate.
personality to implement the
rules as the candidates are
mostly adult and highly edu-
cated. However, there may be
hardly any exception to this
general observation.

Some inspeclors are en‘
gaged in mobile duty. But their
number and duration of duty
are not at all adequate. The ex-
aminees are seen adopting un-
fairmeans in their individual
style. Some rules of conduct
are mentioned in the admit
card, but these rules are not
fallowed in practice.

Good candidates are fallen

rac-
tice. Because-they keef;t

selves aloof from suc h;rﬁt

and as a result they

compete with the candidafes
ng unfairmeans.

Qﬂyunc does not believe

y observation he/she

t go to the exam centres

to have a real experience. He

need not go from centre to

centre. A particular room in a
“Specific centre is sufficient to

their du 5 build an idea. Somebody ma
;-——ti RS : '—-———_I-l dtﬂﬂl’ mth m}F ﬂEW but 'in}'r

fail tda

jransfers and postings. includ-
ing that of some DCs, SPs and
TNOs. believ to ensure free
and fair election. The
Returning Officers, who hold
the key position in %the elec-
toral process, have beepn ap-

pointed and kept posted with
up to date hrlci?:#

. Presiding

Officer, Assistant Presiding
Officer and Polling Officer for
each polling station are now in
a position out the re-
sponsibilities efficiently and
independently. rt from Tk
400 million sanctioned by the
governament for Parliament
election on 12th June. an ad-
ditional sum of Tk 50 million
has been kept for re-polling. 1n
case of postponement in any
centre. Separately. UNDP has
rovided Tk 30 million to

ection Commissiorr for train-
ing. motivation, elc. uisite
fund. being available, it is ex-
pected honorarium of the
polling personnel, in the
pollin % .station, has also been
suitably increased, as per logi-
cal demand vis-a-vis price spi-
ral. It is often fergolten that
the polling personnel. a&:-
pointed for each station, do
accomplish the heavy work
and responsibility of election
in law and practice; others
have only supportive and su-
pervisory roles. All out co-op-
eration now be gxtended to
the polling stations by the
Election Cummiuinn and law
enforcing: agencies. The par-
ties' and candidates’ agents ar
there in the centre to obse
the voting procedure. It is t
be ensured that other local ob-
servers, say, from NGOs, do
not -unnecessarily vex them,
who are at work from B am to
4 pm at a stretch to facilitate
casting of votes according to
law. Election Commission has
decided that the observers will
not stay in the centre at the
time of counting of votes,

In the 300 constituencies
25.950 polling stations have
been set up by the Election
Commission. The total number
of registered voters is to the
extent of 56.788 million, of
whieh 50.71 per cent is male.
and 49.29 per cent female.
Separate arrangements will be
made for fernale voters, in the
usual manner, at the polling
booths. [t is reported that the

number of volers per centre
range from 2 thousand to 6
thousand, Earlier. to factlitate
voting in the voters' own vil
or ne , and avoid
centre related different vari-
eties of violence and malprac-
tices. the optimum number of
volers per cenire was sug
Elc-tcd to be 12 hundred.
owever, it is felt that the
Election Commission has con-
sidered these issues; and
presently located about 26
thousand pollt stations In
such a manner that these hap-
pen to be convenient to the
volers, and not impair free and
fair election, though the num-
ber of centres has not been in-
creased. However. it is good
that the candidates are not al-
lowed to arrange transport for
the volters.

The Election Commission
could not make time to issue
ID cards to the voters, which
i a long felt need, and, as
such, has kept the legal provi-

sion thereto suspended. The.

commission has requesied the
voters. through press adver-
tisement, to collect voter
number from their respective
lacal election office to cast
vote. Obviously. it Will not be
easy for the multitude of vot-

) €IS, who are poor and illiter-

ate.. In the meantime, the
candidatés have given a piece
of paper to each voter,
containing his/her voter
number, name. polling centre
etc, in their respective
constituencies. This must not
influence the voters, as they
will seal the ballot paper
secretly, according to their
own cagtcl:. The paramount
importahce is that all polling
pcrsunncl will always behave
neutrally, even if a contesting
candidate, say a retired official.
was boss of any one once, etc!
No doubt, training has been
imparted to them to act
impartially, to facilitate the
voters to vote freely, and te
avoid canvassing of any sort.

At the very inception of
non-party caretaker govern-
ment on 30th March. 1996,
various quarters. political and
non-political, urged to recover
arms and put an end to terror-
ist activities, of any kind. irre-
spective of party or other,con-
siderations. Reports, till to-

—;lnrnduc

date, show that the law and
order situation has not im
ed to the extent desirable
he Chief Election
Commissioner Md Abu Hena
has said pn 5th June 1996 that
there were eight thousand v
sensitive polli stations. anc
another eight thousand com-
Enrnuvrly ess sensitive. The
ading newspapers abound In
reports on terrorist activities,
by so-called splinter groups. in
Barisal-Khulna-Jessore areas,
which are within the knowl
edge of Home Ministry and po
lice It is also alle thit such
groups are 'booked by the
wealthy candidates in the rele-
vant constituencies in ex-
change of money. If CEC can
prevail upon the cencerned or
top- political leaders to dis-
suade him/her or their nomi-
nees from ‘booking such e)e-
ments, the number of cegntres,
rone to risk. will be reduced.
{iowever  CEC, under ar-
rangement with the caretaker
government, has dep lngzd
uisite forces — Army. B
Police and Ansars — in all cen-
tres for peaceful polling
throughout the country.
Further steps. if felt necessary,
must be takern

Another nofable feature is
that the Election Commission
has allowed 32 thousand local
and foreign observers to ob-
serve the election on 12th
June, 1996; which is an un-
precedented high figure in the
electoral history of Bangladesh.
The number of foreign ob-
servers is about two hundred,
so the rest 31 thousand eight
hundred are local observers!
The electofate of this country
always extend courtesy to the
international observers. And in
1996, their presence is seen
as a boon in the country's free
and fair election. as usual. We
will have to wait to see the ac-
tivities of the hgge number of
local observers and benefits
thereof.

So. can't the voters expect

“the polling day will pass off

eacefully, with democratic
ervour, to usher in a new gov-
ernmenfi and politics of the
oni, after 12th June,
996! Surely they can; the
Chief Election Commissioner
and two Election Commissio-
ners are fully aware of the
sentiments uf thie voters. they

hope.

cerely sgeaking, 1 have seen
none who keep himself aloof

from such irregularity. | advise
the interested persons to visit
the toilets of the exam cen-
tres. If you have a video camera
you can picture the whole Situ-
ation to make it credible.
People from abroad come lo

. Bangladesh for poll dbserva-

tion. Gimmy Carter. Corazon
Acquino, Paul Keating — all
hi ranking important per-
sonalities are expected to visit
Bangladesh on the occasion of
the election on 12 June. In ac-
cordance with this visit of ob-
servance team. | ask some vol-
untary organisations to involve
themselves in observation of
the exams halls.

Z A Haidar
Mohammadpwr, Dhaka
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Obscene films: a
curse

Sir, In our country there
are y cinema halls, some of
them display various English
films, In many cases these
Mlms are extremely obscene.
Their posters are also obscene.:
People go to these halls for en-
joyment, but | want to ask: can
th:ac obscene films give us en-

ﬁrymcnt? Or any moral lesson?
o, ,never. These films only
can devastate our morality and
our character. The students of
schools and colleges, almost
the whole ynun; rauun.
often try to enjoy these by
at tnding thair classes nr
important jobs. By doing
so, they fully damage their
character and caréer.

Obscenity is very destruc-
tive for their character. These
films are not allowed by our
culture. How these obscene
films are allowed by censor

board? How the students get
tickets from the hall counters?

Tafsir-A-Hossainy
Mohsin Caollege. Chittagong

Gilman's

communique

Sir. Through your esteemed,
daily [ came to know that Mr
Benjamin A Gilman. Chairman,.
Committee of International®
Relations of the US House of
Representatives, in a blatant
interference in our internal af-
fairs has written to Bangladesh
President inquiring on the re-
ported trial of the Bangladesh
Armed Service officers and
tried to intervene in our nor-
mal and very private affairs of
the state by putting his own
opinion.

My question, as a con-
cerned citizen of a sovereign
and independent state is: "are
we a subservient nation and be
dictated by another country's
representative?” | feelethis au-
dacious interference from a
country that champions the
cause of democracy is unpar-
donable and warrants an apol-

ogy. '
A Citizen
Dhaka

I

Eir My attention has been
drawn to a news item pub-
lished In] one of tge lnlﬂﬂnﬂ
E angua ailies, T

Star w f
a member nf the US House of
Representatives who is also
the Chairman of Committee of
. International Relations of the
" House, Mr Benjamin'A Gilman

that _

‘'has recently written a letter Lo

Bangladesh President, Abdur
Rahman Biswas requesting the
letter to make army officers’
trial open, free and fair.

| appreciate Mr Gilman's
concern but the question is: do
the Army Act and Defence
Services Rules of Bangladesh
permit open trial of army offi-
cers who may be apprehended
for any indiscipline while on
active service?

Defence service's experts
of the country may throw some
light on the above issue,.

M. Zahidul Hague
Asstt Prof. BAI. Dhaka

"President's Actions"

Sir, We had an opportunity
to read the opinions of Dr.
z:ha puh]lshc on the 25th

our esteemed paper.

We ahuu d be neutral in eve
matter of the state pdlicy.
should know in details tht
power and functions of the
president.

For the interest of the state
and security of the people the
president can do everything
as per the constitution even
against the caretaker govern-
ment as he is the appnintinﬁ
authority. We have accepte
the 13th Amendment. so we

should have accepted all mis- 9

deeds by the then ruling

-

:ilii.tr:fnrc. our comments
should be limited and neutral.

M Ali
Khilgaon, Dhaka
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chi is on an un-
net{ﬂ situation ught with
terrible c fatal to

Lhebguwth

mmﬂi:ﬁnnfmpm

on earth ult.llldk'kg
old-age pension is bordering
Rather

t benefit to the
educ:tad youth who out of total

Iluc:i
thing ;;ud

an utopian scale.

frustratien in procuring em-

ployment of any sort are now
as musclemen and

“r:ll:lglf he political par
ma or t
ties and most often

ing unabashedly on the dead
men s names. leaturing their
pictures on poster and
pamphilet and blaring their

tape-recorded speeches in the

sustenance of a

{II'I

Electloneermg Promises — Myth or Reahty"

But without
y s dnubt
be judging the leaders
plrtics thc eier:um
ga.m: on the k-r:curdl

they left bchm.d

thinking that the rm:ﬂﬂ:al
of lht party leaders have been
greatly corroded by a trail of
scams. This election might
t an ity for
t and honest citizens to rid
the society in ar. and
the country at large. of the
opportunists’ in life.
In recent :ctioneering

campaign. some party leaders
have been trading on religion
to woo the voter's sentiment
that make people look askance
if they have gone away from
«the saner and religions way of
life. Unfortunately. often it is
the leaders who talk glibly
about reli but prac-
tice # in their life. Happily.
despite the numerous crises
the nation is f there is a

flickering.
demand of
freeing politics from the
cluiches of fundamentalism,
communalism. dishonesty. and
cri and this could only
be met with the pre-requisite

of a str munj character of
tl}:c rtprtlmtlti"rﬂ
that

bring nut A note J
might be sounded ﬁurthc citi-
zenry. Rare is the politician
who means what he says and
says what he means.”

Buchwald's!
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Golfing and Blddmg

F all the items up

O

initials ..I
nd t
rriuurnnt n-ner

aur:unn the one th:t i

for sale at Jackie

mpressed me the most ant

a set of golf clubs in a red-and-black bag with the
ammed on the outside. The item sold for

was Arnold Schwarzenegger, an avid

Hltmtlduntplayldflmuidntteﬂfﬂmﬂﬂ
or not, b.lcluedlrmndmmm“ecrlqlthr

sport
The first

a set of golf clubs. "For his

bag and at least a dozen 1954
would ch
em?' | a
‘It was just bad luck. At the time

chase that in Kamart t
"Why didn't you but t

tioned | was out playing golf."
I called George

person | called was David Wol 4
producer. David didn't think that 8 772,

evens, a top amateur
cuit, whe turned down an opportunity to

film
was toeo much for
the clubs. the
'[r“ to i

Arnold
balls. 1
you
him. ,
they were being auc-

er on the cir-
the US am-

bassador to the Court of St. James's because he hr.ard that
British golfers did not replace their divots.

George said. "I would have bought them myself. A pe—
I8 a good [riend of mne and | would do anything to save his

game.’

My next call was to Jak Valenti. who has devoted his life to
golf, even if it has cost him many friendships and in

Hollywood. Jack said. "Only someone wht
ying 8772.500 to lmprnv: his swing.

erstand the importance of equipment in
olf clubs for sale. The other one

apprec:alt d person

r]:bh: just don't un

There were two seis of

wem for 8350.000. | don't

~ golfer would p

with the cheaper
course at Burning Tree."

D&an Smith, a money manag

ng that | wanted those f::luha and he

a 98 can

lieve that any self-respecting

with the $350.000 set. As a matter of fact,
clubs they wouldn't even let him on the

er. was u "Amold knew all
ﬁcan:l

that I was will-

in tnbidu tnﬁﬁﬂﬂt?t)furthcm That's why he went to
7g7 or z

I'm waiti
when shc offers to
ing to be in serious trouble.”

Sheldon Hackney was the only one who tho
"Perso
000 for a set of clubs, and if you keep your

Arnold had paid too much.
more than 8

Ivana Trump's
Donald Tru:;tp ] ;:rutgh'.;.rlr

sale, and
old is go-

t that
[ have never paid

eye on the ball you can save $222.000."

Except

for Hackney, everyone |

talked to envied

Srhwarzeneggcr and maintaiged that he had done the right

thing. Don Brown, a

real estate executive, said. "It's good for
golf. The more money you pay for equi

nt, the more ca-

chet the game acquires. At our house we had a 'Gift of the

Magi’

situation. My wife wanted to sell our BMW to purchase

the JFK clubs for me, and [ wanted to sell my humider to buy
her Jackie's simulated pearl necklate.”

UNB.
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A Case for Awami League
Helal Kabir Chowdhury

As the election campaign
Jias gained momentum, leaders
are propagating their respec-
tive ideology and requestin
the voters to vote in favour o
them. In the process, natu-
rally, Yhere is no dearth of
mudslinging,. among the lead-
ers. to mislead the voters. ¥ery
oftert, majority of the voters:
who are not literate fall prey to
these high-soundin &hpmmjacs

In this respect, Khaleda Zia
seems to have gained an up-
perhand. Her criticism of op-
ponents, mainly Awami e,
is too harsh, at times render-
ing it almost unacceptable.

The buzzword that Awami
League will sell the country to
India is still being used by
their opponents. Very re-
cently, AL seemed to have
taken the same strategy and
castigating BNFP leadership in
the same tune. These bicker-
ings do not take the nation
anywhere exce J)t giving rise to
confusion. ia has not yet
shown Elnjl’ sign of taking
Bangladesh under its gigantic
fold. Promises made by t :J:-o
litical parties seldom find a
Fla::e in the implementation
ist of the party when in
power.

What are the other shadows
of fear in voting for AL? One is
that the nouveau-riche do not
have to lose their wealth as
the AL has declared to pursue
a free market by not including
socialism in their programme
and manifesto. Staking the
poor?

Now Sheikh Hasina has
been urging the people to give
her party a chance once more
to serve the people. She has
also been sa that they will
carrect the follies, if any,
committed during their rule

the '70s. Hasina s plea has
been misinte her ri-
val camp, especially the BNF.

Khaleda Zia had been
Hasina's call as . Well
this amounts to vote- ;
she is justified in her ap-
proach; candidates do vote
during electiontime, don't
they? One relevant guestion
that arises : was enough time
EM;:I:!I 1-;;'::: Bangabandhu to “1_';':_;

ui e war ravaged coun
Did any infrastructure aptly ex-
ist for him to lead the shat-
tered economy to prosperity in
three years time? Now AL . is
absent from power for more
than 20 The new gener-
ation has little idea about its
rule or misrule. The voters are
led to vote for a .particular
party after being influenced
many factors. Vote-begging,
think, may be considered one
of them.

We often notice that the AL
speaks proudly about its role
during the War of Liberation
and claim to have guided the
nation at the critical hour in
1971. The party seems to lack
the strategy of letting the
common people know , in the

rocess, the true story of the
iberation. This , education
campaign should be a continu-
ous process even if the AL

loses the election this time,
The present generation is vir-
tually devoid of any ‘true’
knowledge about the libera-
tion war. It is just not impart-
ing them correct history that
shall bring AL any immedfate
success, but in the long run, it
is the truth that sarvives. This
survival ef truth may bear truth
fruit foer AL if they matched®
their words.

And my words of plea for AL
o get a chance to' serve the
nation is borne out of the fact
that the tragedy of 18,

1975 was suchga heinous act
which sim overrides the
misrule of if any. J




