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IU summer
vacation

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. June B: All ol-
fices and classes of the [slamic
University will remain closed
from today for summer vaca-
tion. A press release of the
University said, the offices will
reopen on June 17, while
classes will resume on June

JAISHTHA 26, 1403 BS,

Tk 6cr equipment for ZIA
rotting under open sky

A costly equipment. Dis
abled Aircraft Recovery System
(DARS). procured under a Bri-
tish commodity aid and put
into operation at the Zia Inter-
national Airport (ZIA) in 199]
has been lying unserviceable
due to utter negligence of the
Civil Aviation Authority [CAA)
for more than three years now.

The British government had
offered a grant in 1994 for
servicing of the DARS at a cost
of about two lakh pounds
which would be totally free and
would not require any coun-
terpart fund from the CAA.

ut the CAA has been drag-
ging its feet over the issue for
the last three years. according
to sources concerned.

The DARS. costing aboul
Taka six crore including duties
was supposed to be kept in a
hanger and routinely main-
tained as per the manufac-
turer's manual. But it was left
under the open sky to rot and

By Inam Ahmed

as a result, some of its vital
parts became unusable.

The condition of the DARS
was revealed to the authorities
when a DC-10 aircraft of Biman
broke its nose-wheel in May,

1993 during a troubled landing

and overshot the runway by
half a mile into the soft
ground.

The remnant serviceable
parts of the DARS package
namely the pneumalic elevator
were used successfully in con-
junction with army vehicles to
tow the aircraft to a hanger for
repair. The salvage operation
took about seven days. But it
would be a few hours work had
the full DARS package of
equipment been operative, the
sources said.

Knowing the condition of
the DARS. the British govern-
ment had reminded the CAA
that the onus of remedial ac-
tion to bring the ‘DARS back to
[ull serviceable condition

rested on the CAA and en-
quired as to what remedial ac-
tions it intended to take to
make the equipment fully ser-
viceable.

On May 26, 1993, The Bri-
tish High Commission f{irst
wrote to the Chairman of the
CAA expressing its concern
over the state of the DARS and
said. "It would be useful if you
could confirm that any further
equi!}ment which may be sup-
plied to CAA under UK com-
modity aid will be properly
maintained to ensure it will be
available when needed.”

But the CAA and sat on il for
a long period.

After waiting for more than
17 months, and finding that
the CAA was not taking any
corrective actions. the Bﬂtisg
High Commission sent a sec-
ond letter to the Chairman of
the CAA on October 27. 1994,

The letier said. "It would

See Pape 12 Col 4

R e T

e

A delegation of South Asian N

| In casting their valu

'Re-elect BNP, or country and

=50
1"':_ '.'ll:ul

_ on-Government Election Observers' team called on Chief
. Adviser Muhammad Habibur Rahman at International Conference Centre yesterday

- PID photo

The Daily SBtar

DHAKA SUNDAY, JUNE 9 1996 MOHARRAM 21, 1417 HIJRI

CEC tells The Daily Star

Any 1rregularity will be
severely dealt with

By Morshed Ali Khan

The Electiori Commission
(EC) would net hesitate to stop .
polling in any centre, the mo-

ment any report of irregularit
Chief Eﬁ‘éjt:tiui

reaches it,

Commissioner (CEC), Mo-

hammad Abu Hena has said.
"The EC will deal severely

with any kind of irregularity

during the polls and shut down

any polling centre having re-

ports of violence, rigging,
overpowering or any kind of
irregularity.” the CEC asserted

in an interview with The Daily
Star on Friday at his office.

The Returning Officers and
other officials have been em-
powered to do so in case of ir-
regularity, he said.

The CEC also disclosed that
to facilitate [ast communica-

See Page 12 Col 1
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EC Abu Hena m a point during the inrview.
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9 Japanese
observers
due tomorrow

An election monitoring
team of Parliamentarians
League for Japan-Bangladesh
Friendship will be on a 5-day
visit to Bangladesh from Mon-
day to observe the Wednesday's
general election, reports UNB.

The nine-member team is
headed by Shin Sakural. mem-
ber of the House of Represen-
tatives, Deputy Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Liberal Democratic
Party. and vice-president of
the Parliamentarians League.
said a Japanese embassy press
release yesterday.

Other members of the team
are: Enju Tsukada (New Fron-
tiers Party). Katsuyou ata.
Tetsuo Kitamura and Makoto
Teneda (Social Democratic
Party). Susumu Hasumi (Liberal
Democratic Party). Keisuke |
to (Secretary General, PLJBF).

Keiyi Okada and Yoshiharu
Araki (MOFA). )
ok pe i G o L B 2

Rallies at Manik Mia

Avenue banned

By Staff Correspondent
The Dhaka Metropolitan general election, official
Police (DMP) has banned all sources told The Daily Star last
sorts of rallies, processions night.
and demonstrations at the Earlier, the Election

city's Manik Mia Avenue and
other major roads in the area
today and tomorrow.

e ban was im antic-
i]%atin%‘uutbreak of trouble at
the anik Mia Avenue.
Parjatan Crossing and Bijoy
Smarani areas where some po-
litical parties had called pugﬂc
meetings on June 10, said a
DMP press release issued last
night.

The ban followed a decision
by the caretaker government
not te allow any of the parties
which had earlier applied for
permission teo hold public
meetings at Manik Mia Avenue
on June 10, the last day for
campaigning for the June 12

people will suffer : Khaleda

RAJSHAHI. June 8: BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia today said i{ her party is
not voted back to power, it is
not the party but the country
and its le would sufler a
lot in the days ahead. reports
UNB.

She cautioned the elec
torate not to make "any Mmistake
votes
and called for the ple to
reject the 'anth;mnpl:e]omhlurn'
in Wednesday's parllamhentary
EltE{:lU'II.

our vote in wrong place
could result in a great ]nﬁn to
the country. inflicting Hmitless
suflering on the people ' the
lormer prime minister told a
h public meeting al the Sa
r crossing in the city in
the afternoon

Observing that throwing
bombs or seiting fire to vehi
cles or shop are nol politics
Begum Zia said the real poli
tics I8 to serve Lhe nation and

develop the country. sinking
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You should not vote for any
party which will not do any
thing good for you.” she said
and urged the people to vote

for 'sheaf of paddy’. the elex
tien syrmmbol of her party which
is commitied lo eradicating

people s miseries
Alleging that some political
arties are using money to

wave vole, Begum Zia sald, “we
have no money o spend be
yond the limit Iixrrrlny the
Election Commission for elec
tion purpose '

Launching blistering atlacks
on her political opponents, the
BNFP chairperson sald they
wanted W capture power by
any means only because they
wanlt 1o renew the 25 -year
slavery treaty. which en-
chained the nation

Ershad may not

be able to

cast vote

Star Report

Jalled Jatiya Party (JFP) chief
H M Ershad might lose oppor
tunity to cast his vote in the
ensuing general elections due
lo delay in applying lor postal
ballot., according Lo official
SOUrces

Prisoners are allowed Lo

¢ast their votes from jail
through postal ballots. for
which the voter has to apply to
the Returning Officer (RO)

See Page 12 Col 1

Continuing her tirade
against AL-JP-Jamaat. she said:
"—h"lﬂﬁf" who were engaged in
the politics of hartal
operation, anarchy and arson
are notl patriots 1?11.?1.; cannot
be the real friends of people.

nNomn -co-

Begum Zia observed the
people, who tolerated a lot.
did not throw any bombs as
they did not want anarchy

"Batlot is the bomb of the peo
ple. Use this bomb on June 12

1o uproot them from politics.”
she said,

Without naming any party.
she alleged thatl they are now

according to the ad-

mjlkll:ﬂ

vice of a particular country.
BNF did not run the country
on anybody's instruction. but
auenrding to the Constitution

s saud.
See Page 12 col B

Radio's 69-hr
programme

Radio Bangladesh will br-
ocadcasl a nonstop 69-hour
service from 6 am on June 12
to 3 am on June 14 (o cover
general election and announce
its results, reports UNB.

Its all regional stations will
relay the tion p amme
from 6 pm on June 12 upto
the end of the special broad-
cast.

Special bulletin on the
election results will be broad-
cast every one hour and flash
bulletins also be arranged from
the special studio set up at the

See Page 12 Col 3
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Conspiracy on to destroy the

Commission sent to the Chief
Adviser the report by the
Electoral Enquiry Committee
that failed to determine which
party was the first to apply for
permission to hold rally at the
Manik Mia Avenue on June 10.
Both the Awami League and
the BNP had earlier applied to
the Dhaka City Corporation for
rmission to hold rallies at
anik Mia Avenue on June 10.
Meanwhile. the Awami
Sechchhasebok League had
also called for a public rally at
the Manik Mia Avenue on
June 9,
The ban also covers the ar-
eas from the west end of

See Page 12 Col 4

budding democracy: Hasina

MOULVIBAZAR. June B:
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina today claimed that the
BNP, sensing a “sure defeat”
in the coming election, was
conspiring to loil il.

“They are hatching a
rooted conspiracy to destroy
the budding democracy by foil-
g the June 12 election.” she
said and called upon the peo-
ple to remain vigilant against
any such move

Addressing a huge public
meeting at Moulvibazar Gov-
ernment High Schoel play-
ground at noon, she said that
wer party. i voted to gowrr

fe for

would ensure “peaceful
all”.
The AL chief accused Presi

895 prisoners
freed so far

A tolal of 895 prisoners
were released Lill yesterday
and a few hundred are likely to
be [reed soon., under the gov-
ernment-announced remission
of sentences. according te
highly placed official sources.

Remission of sentences for
certain categories ol priseners
was announced recently. with
eflect Irom March 31

With a capacity of over
20.000, the in the cou
preseutly has some 40,
prisoners said an

A day-long visit to Dhaka-11

Hectic electioneering is on
in the r:t{y's Dhaka-11 can-
sttuency (Mirpur and Pallabi)

| with only one day left for can

- E—— . —

didates 1o seek votes as the
campaigning ends al tomorrow
midnight

As many as 19 candidates
including two female and three
independent candidates are
contesting the June 12 par-
iamentary polis from this seat.

During a visit to the con-
stituency. one of the eight in
the capital this cerrespondent
caine across a number of cam-
paﬂ:r_&m engaged in door-
Lo- electioneerin

Talking to The Daily Star, a

| greup of five female political

activists. campaigning in favour
of a major party's nominee in
Pallabi area. said that th

were also making their best ef
lorts to remove misunder-
standing among many female
voters who according to them,

By Reaz Ahmad

were being misled by rival
parties propaganda.

Of the candidates Kamal
Ahmed Majumder of Awami
League and Md Ekhlas Uddin
Molla of BNFP are seen as tou
chall s to each other. e
Jatiya Parly nominee Md
Taibur Rahman and Jamaat |s-
lami's Khandaker Abdul Man-
nan are also considered as
strong contenders.

A sinessman in Mirpur
Section-11 told this corre-
spondent he thought that
there would be neck and neck
fight between the BNP and AL
candidates.

Supporters of both Kamal
Majumder and Ekhlas Molla,
sitting in two election camps.
claimed that the situation was
in their favour

Ekhlas Molla's lather Md
Harun Rashid Molla was
elected on BNP ticket in the
199} elections from the same

Electioneering at its peak

constit . He had defeated
AL candidate Dr Kamal Hossain
now chief, Gono Forum).
Later, in the by-election in
the seat, following Harun
Molla's death, BNP candidate
Sayed Md Mohsin defeated AL
nominee Kamal Ahmed Ma-

jumder.

The by-election, however.
sparked off controversy and

ition allegations of unfair
polls.

Local people said the polis
campaign has evoked much
enthusiasm in the area and the
situation was peaceful till now.

Rival candidates, however,
pasted some posters on the
walls highlighting weaknesses
of opponents. One such ter
depicted 'misrule’ of the AL,
government after the inde-
pendence and another showed
repression on women' during
the last five years of BNP rule,

From Our Correspondent

dent Abdur Rahman Biswas of
abusing his power to create a
situation for the BNF to win
the June-12 election through

rigging. "Conspirac
hatched also at the

is being
angabha-

ban,” she alleged.

“We want transfer ol power

through election. not through

any conspiracy. ..

People will

not tolerate any move to de-
prive them of their voting
rights. They will decide who
will rule the country.” she
said.

During the five-year rule of
BNP. Sheikh Hasina alleged it
vas always busy in amassing
wealth by plundering public

See Page 12 col 6

-new;;{mpers have also

_were tratvelling throu
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'People crossing
border under

normal rules’

Bangladesh Rifles has been
performing its duty constantly
along the border so that none
can enter Bangladesh il
and the government is r-
mined to resigt any kind of fl-
legal activity along the border,
reports BSS.

This was stated in an official
handout issued here last night
to present an actual picture
following publication of reports
in a section of the press, on il-
legal »*entrﬁ‘::| of people from
across the border to "avoid any
confusion, excitement and un-
necessary debate just before
the election.”’

The handout said attention
of the government has been
drawn to a news itemm which
appeared in a daily newspaper
on June 7 stating that
‘thousands of fake voters have
been crossing into Bangladesh
from India through rder
routes.” Some other daily
pub-
lished reports on infiltration of
voters Irom India, it said.

The handout said people

1 border
>ee Page 12 Col 3

JCD worker
killed in
Bhola clash

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 8: An activist
of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) was killed in a clash
between BNP workers and po-
lice in Bhola today. The clash
that took place in front of the
Press Club followed the arrest
of two BNP leaders.

Witnesses said, police ar-
rested JCD leader Abdul Kader
Selim and Raisul Alam, joint
convenors of BNP sadar thana
of Bhola. on Friday night. Th
are wanted in connection wit
two cases, police said.

In protest against the ar-
rests., the BNP brought out a
procession yesterday mnorning.

While going to the office of
the Bhola Superintendent of
Police, angry protesters at-
tacked and ransacked the of-
fice near Bangla School. At
one stage the protesters were
locked in a clash with police in
front of the :Bhola Press Club.

See Page 12 Col 3

6 BNP 'dissidents’
to tface party

candidates

By Nazmul Ashraf

At least six dissident BNP
leaders are challenging their
party nominees as indepen-
dent candidates in the June 12
Jatiya Sangsad elections while
many others who failed to get
party nomination were keep-
ing away [rom the party's elec-
tioneering., according to party
SOources. ,

Of the dissidents. Alam

See Page 12 Col 4
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| of Dhaka Club.

The Office-bearers of Mohammedan

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

In Motijheel-Sabujbagh Constituency -6

Cast your vote in favour of

The renowned Sports Organiser, former national cricketer, Additional
General Secretary of Dhaka Mohammedan Sporting Club and Life Member

TANVEER
HAIDER

in the symbol
of Television

Appellants :

Hasan Chowdhury; Prince (Member); Billi (Member);

Ex-players of Mohammedan Sporting Club : Golam Sarwar Mostofa Tipu, Kaikobad,
Doulatuzzaman, A.S.M. Farugue, Mainul Haque, Batu, Jonny, Manik, Abul, jasi and

Swapan.

Present Football, Cricket and Hockey Players : Sabbir, Bulbul, Nannu, Jahangir, Selim
Shahed, Sujon, Sumon, Kanon, Jewel Rana, Manik, Shanto, Nannu, Litu, Lincon, Haider,
Alam, Arman, Panir, Miloa, Rubul Amin, Alfaz and Ranjan.

An appeal to the voters of Motijheel-Sabujbagh constituency,
supporters of Mohammedan Sporting Club and all sports lovers :

Cast your vote in the Parliament Election of Motijheel-Sabujbagh
constituency for the independent candidate our beloved Tanveer Bhai,
symbol Television, an Additional General Secretary of Dhaka
Mohammedan Sporting Club. It is our moral obligation to elect him in the
Parliament for the importance of Players and Sports Organisers of the
country as their representative in the Gowt. ‘

| Sporting Club : Sheikh Akmol Hossain (Vice President
& General Secretary, BFF); Aminul Haque Moni (Member & General Secretary BCCB)
Anwarul Haque Helal (Treasurer); Md. Igbal (Vice President); Mostaqur Rahman (Vice
President); Abdus Salam Murshedi (Secretary, Sports); Khalid Hasan (Secretary, Public
Relations); Delowar Hossain Dilu (Secretary, Cultural Affairs); Fajlur Rahman Bakul
(Secretary, Welfare); Quamrunnahar Dana (Secretary, Womens' Affairs); M.A. Taher
(Member); Md. Mashuk (Member); Dr. Nizam Ahmed (Member); Badol Roy (Member); Abu

g



