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News Analysis

Is politics going out of the

hands of politicians?

Some findings of a recemt
vpinion poll, especially those
relating to “patronisation” of
hoodlums by candidates in the
ensuing elections. are alarming
enough to cause headache o
many who sincerely want to
see that the coming general
elections are held in a [ree and
tair atimosphere.

Another {inding that sheds
light on the socio-economic
status of the candidates is
bound to appear as a disturbing
fact for those who believe in

the peoples' participatory ap-
proach towards democracy and
levelopment.

The flindings. together with
the report that only 21 per
cent of the candidates are
politicians. poses a serious
question: [s politics going out
of the hands of our politicians?

The opinion poll. con-
Jucted countrywide by Lhe
Power and Participation Re-
search Centre (PPRC], reveals
that the political parties in
general have developed a
“tendency to sponsor hood-
lum” at an increased rate over
the last five years. According to
vie survey. 34 per cent of the
nominees ol various political

arties are “sheltering hood-
ums’. In 1991. the percent-
age. on an average, was 21,

What is more alarming is
that, according to the PPRC
survey, the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) and the
Awami League (AL). the two
major parties - desperately
contending for state-power.
have “substantially increased
their patronisation of the
criminal elements”. The BNP's
‘patronisation of hoodlums”
increased to 49 per cent this
yvear from 11 per cent in 199]
while that of the AL rose to 34
per cent from 18 per cent.

The political economy of
.sgonsanug hoodlums suggests
that the parties concerned
might try Lo use these goons to
achiewe their ultimate target to
to to power. In a market econ-
nm* one cannot get anything
withoul money. It is. therefore,

25.5 m infected
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health care.”

Ninety per cent of HIV and
AIDS cases line in developing
countries. with sub-Saharan
Africa being hardest hit.
There, UNAIDS estimates,
13.3 million adults — or more
than 20 per cent of the popu-
lation — are HIV infected.

"Heterosexual transmission
accounts for the majority of in-
fections in the region." it said,
"while transmission through
blood transfusions accounts E:nr
léss than 10 per cent.”

. East Asia and the Pacific,
~which includes China's one bil-
lion pEDElE. apparently has
“fewer than 50,000 adults”’
with HIV or AIDS.

In North America. Western
Europe, Australia and New
Zealand. the HIV case count
stands at 1.2 million with
Australia facing an affliction
rate of 0.12 per cent.

The single hardest-hit
country is Botswana, with an
adult prevalence rate of more
than 18 per cent.

In northern Africa and the
Middle East. the figure is 0.12
per cent.

One bright spot is a decline
in the number of new HIV
cases to emerge in the United
States., where AIDS lirst came
to light in 1981 in the homo-
sexual community.

There, some 40,000 new
cases are being discovered per
year, compared with 100,000
a few years ago.

CEC
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when summoned by Returning
Officers. Assistant Returning
. Officers, Presiding Officers or
-Maﬁ'atrates on duty, he added.

e also said polling would
be suspended at centres dis-
turbed by acts of Lerrorism.
Abu Hena said he stood deter-
mined Lo resort to suspension
of polling in the face of ter-
rorisms.

"Polling will be held twice
or thrice if necessary to enable
voters to cast their votes with-
out let or hindrance,” the CEC
said expressing his determina-
tion three days ahead of the
general elections,

He appreciated marked
changes in the attitucde of po-

litical parties. The code of
conduct formulated by the
Election Commission is backed
by moral sanction of political
parties.

He said political parties and
their candidates were by and
large trying their best to abide
by the code of conduct. This
signals a hriEiT future for
democracy in t country.

The CEC also referred to
actions being taken against
candidates for violating the
election code of conduct.
Those candidates are being
warned against violation of the
code of conduct and also being
summoned to explain the
causes of their violation.

Abu Hena concluded with a
note of optimism that the elec-
tion would be free, fair and

peaceful.

By Nurul Kabir

sumable the political par

s had to invest 1 to en-
sure loyalty of the thugs. On
the other hand, an investor al-
ways tries (o make sure that
his or her investment is re-
alised with adequate returns in
due course. How do the hired
hoodlums pay back eflectively
their politician masters during
an election? Electoral history
says: making att s Lo
pcslu l?fnmurlgf i..1*|::.'2:ll:z'."'";1.-5.11'«:@::1.E

The alarming increase in
the political patronisation of
hooligans. as shown by the
PPRC opinion poll has made
the Election Commission's

task of huidmgi a free and fair -
Lt

election diffic

The PPRC survey further
shows that only four per cent
of the candidates come from

the low income groups. Of the
rest. 34 per cent come from
the middile class and 62 per
cent from the upper class.

The statistics indicate that
the lowest number of candi-
dates come from the poor, the
maijority of our population. Re-
versely, the highest number of
candidates come from the
wealthy ones, the minority in
our society. The picture be-
comes more clear when we
look into the professions of the
candidates. Forty-four per cent
of the candidates are big in-
dustrialists and businessmen.
twenty-eight per cent profes-
sionals. twenty-two per cent
politicians, four per cent small
traders and three per cent
peasants.

Even if we take almost an
absurd proposition for granted
that all the candidates coming
from the Jlow income groups
would win the polls. the rep
resentation of the vast majority
of our population in Jatiya
Sangsad would be terribly low.
Clearly. majority of our people
stand-little chance te have laws
enacted in their favour.

Under such circumstances,
the fashionable concept of the
people’'s participatory ap-
proach towards development,

23 of 40 SAARC
observers
aIrrive

Twenty-three members of
the 40-member South Asian
Non-governmental (SAARC)
observer group froin Sri Lanka,
Nepal and India arrived in
Dhaka vesterday to observe the
June 12 elections, reports
BSS.

Coordinator of the group
from Sn Lanka and eight dele-
gates from Pakistan arrived
earlier.

The persons who arrived
yesterday are: Sri Lanka —
Nalin Abeysckera Oleal (leal
draftsmean), Ms Jezima Ismail
(educationist and social ac-
tivist), Justice JFA Soza
(chairman, judges training in-
stitute and former judge court
of appeal} and Dr {(Ms) Deepika
Udugama (lecturer. faculty of
law. University of Colombo and

Director. Centre for Study of
Human Rights).

COG chief meets

President today
By Staff Correspondent

The chairman of the Com-
monwealth Observer Grou
(COG) Tan Sri Dr Mohd Ghazali
Shafie is scheduled to meet
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas today. according to a
(06 press release.

During the meeting the
COG chairman would be ac-
companied by Alice Kilam. an
Electoral Officer from Canada
and two officials from the
Commonwealth Secretariat,
Prof Reg Austin, leader of the
observer group's support team,
and Michael Fathers, the me-
dia adviser.

The COG chairman is also
scheduled to visit Chittagong
the same day in the afternoon
and ex ted to return to the
city the next day. the release
added.

as well as the task of bmlcm}g
democratic institutions, wou
definitely suffer in this coun-
try. Because, It is unlikely
that the masses lrnuz.‘l feel in-
s lo take an active part in
the development process un-
der the guidance of those who
are alienated from the .
Besides. 35 per cent of the
candidates are res-
idents of the capital city. It
would be almost for
the absentee MPs (o enthuse
the masses even for a pro-peo-
ple :
socio-economic back-
. as well as professional
dentities of the candidatles

. as we have hinted ear-
ler. a very important question:
Is politics gninﬁ out of the
hands of our dpo iticians? The
ANSWET ACCOr to the PPRC
survey_ is yes Only 2| per cemt
of the candidates contesting
this year for the 300 JS seats
are politicians

e h commands of the
major political parties this
time have shown the tendency
of awarding party nominations
to moneyed men. irrespective
of the candidates’ political ta-
reer, doing so, as it ;
the politicians themselves have
been exposed to lese their

grounds in their respective
parties.
The fact. combined with

the findings that 44 per cenl
ol the candidates are big in-
dustrialists and businessmen
and 35 per cent are perma
nent residents of the capital
city, however, provide us with
some explanations for the

nominees patronisation ol the
hoodlums: When the candi
dates are isolated from their
electorate, they cannot wholly
rely on the volers for winning
the elections.

Our weekly feature '‘Down
to Earth' has been dropped
today for unavoidable reasons.
We regret inconvenience
caused to readers.

Recording of JP

leader's speech
- today

By Staff Correspondent

Recording of the speech of
Jatiya Party leader for broad
cast over radio and television
Is scheduled for today. accord-
ing to an earlier official pro.
gramme.

As part of the election cam-
pali-ﬁn, heads of the parties
wi at least 30 candidates
have been given opportunity to
put forward their party pro-
grammes over the state-run
radio and television.

But Saeed Tarik, a presid-
ium member of the JP when
contacted told The Daily Star
that they were neot officially
informed anything about the
scheduled recording till last
night.

10 political activists

held 1n Jhalakathi

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 7: Jhalakathi
police on Wednesday arrested
ten activists of Awami League,
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
and Jatiya Party and sent them
to jail hajat the same night.

Police said they were ar-
rested under Special Powers
Act.

Policeman killed
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napped yesterday evening as a
sequel to a family feud and
kept in a house at the village.
Champa's family members

- upon hearing the incident. re-

rted to the Nakhla thana po-
ice. A five-member police
team led by one ASI raided the
house. The captors fled away
after an exchange of shots.

Nakla thana is about, 52 kms
off Sherpur town.

Most Indian parties
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grown among the Indian peo-
le after the emergence ulpf he
as a principal party.

'But the encouraging thing
is that the BJP votes are con-
fined to certain parts of the
country and the BJP won be-
cause of the mistakes made by
Cm Eﬂ.“

e Professor pointed out
that BJP had faced a long term
setback by agreeing to form
the government firs{. "Now
that it could not muster the
rl.:nﬂfldcnc: vote it had disul-
ioned its supporters and sym-
pathisers.” Fre "

Ganguly, however, warned
that if the BJP came to power
ever, there would be religious
incitement and other funda-
mentalist forces in the region
would gain momentum. "It
would have a very adverse ef-
fect in the area.”

Dr Ganguly predicted that
the Eg.:-m ment in In-
dia by Minister Deve

Gowda would survive two years.
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Both Gowda and External Af-
fairs Minister | K Gujral would
make a relentless eftort to im-

rove relations with its neigh-

urs. ‘They would endeavour

to lower the level of tension in
the region,” he said.

The vlaiung scholar said
that outstanding problems
between Bangladesh and India
required to solved on the
basis of multilateral discus-
sions where necessary. He felt
that the water issue could be
settled amicably if it was done
at a multilateral fevel.

"Nepal should be brought in
at the behest of India at the
water talks with Bangladesh. It
would be beneficial to all three
countries for taping hydro-
electricity production, flood
control and water manage-
ment.," he said.

Dr Gangul?v felt that the
challenge of fundamentalism
could be contained in the re-
glon as across the world if civil
governments continued to
meet the increasing expecta-
tions of the pec;ph:,

Turn to Indian politics,
he said: e ne ed and
deprived classes have started
to speak out. And they must be
given the opportunity of

ar{:l’::ipatin; in both nation

ng an Eomanm, That

is both the challenge and the
essence of democracy.”
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Violation of Code of Conduct

The Awami Lea yesler-

%’ accused Pr t Abdur
Biswas of violating

election code of conduct by
making commitment to con-
vert a college of Barisal to a
full-fledged university, reports

UNB.

Awami League will lodge a
formal c in this regard
with the tion Commission

today said SAMS Kibria brief-
ing newsmen yesterday.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas on Thur held out
an assurance that govern-
merit Broja Mohan University
College would be turned into a
university in near future.

™e assurance of the
President came while talking

C'wealth team
splits into 6
groups today

The Commonwealth
Observer Group. arrived in
Dhaka Tuesday, will be split
into six teams today to watch
election campaign and polling
in different parts of the coun-

try rFEorl. s LUNB.
e 12-member team,
which came at the invitation of

the caretaker government, will
disperse to each of the coun-
try's six administrative re-
gions. sald a press release
yesterday

The team leader, Tan Siri
Mohd. Ghazali Shafie, a former
Foreign Minister of Malaysia,
will stay in the capital with one
of iIts members. Ms Alice
Killam, an electoral officer
from Canada. tp watch the
campaign and balloting in the
city and Its adjoining areas.

hree observers — Justin
McClair Danjel, chiel election
officer from St Lucia,
Johammah-Joy Phumpahi. a
member of parliament from
Botswana, and Dr Kanwaljit
Soin, an MP from Singapore,
will go to the port city of
Chitlagong.

Historic June 7
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Rahman at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban at Dhanmondi in the
city

On this day in 1966, some

litical activists were killed
y the then Pakistani autocrat
Ayub Khan as Bengalees gave
call for a general strike and
iried to organize a rally for re-
alisation of the six-point de-
mand and release of its archi-
tect Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
The apgitations for realisa-
tion of the historic six-point
demand under the leadership
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
turned into a mass upsurge in
1969 which culminated in the
War of Independence in 1971
Special prayers. were olf-
fered at mosques and other
places of worship on the day
seeking divine  blessings.
peace and progress of the
country and lor holding of the
coming election in a peaceful
manner.

Speakers at a discussion
meeting at the AL central of-
fice said that the movement
for realisation of the six-point
demand had led to the emer-
gence of Bangladesh. They also
explained the historical back-
ground of formulation of the
six-point demand in the then
Pakistan.

City AL office secretary and
president of Joi Bangla
Sangskritik Oikya Jote,
Salahuddin Badal presided
over the meeting. The discus-
sants included SAMS Kibria,
political adviser to AL chief
Sheikh Hasina, AL office secre-
tary Sayed Fazlul Haq, publicity
secreta Mozaffar Hussain
Paltu. Mustafa Sarwar, Dr
Harun-ur-Rashid, Habibur
Rahman Milon. Dr Mizanur
Rahman. Nurul Fazal Bulbul
and Sheikh Abdul Kader.

Hasina
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ernments at union, thana and
district levels on the basis of
people's elecied representa-
tives, she said this is necessary
to take the administration to
the doorsteps of commonmen.

The Awami League, if voted
to power. will set up health
complexes in every nook and
corner of the country to
spread the health care facili-
ties for the suffering millions
to remote inaccessible parts in
the countrysides.

She concluded her address
by requesting people to cast
their votes for the boat.

The AL chief introduced
her party candidates Fakhrul
Islam Munshi (Comilla-4),
Yusuf Abduolla Harun (Comilla-
3). Alhaj Shah Alam
(Brahmanbaria-4), Advocate
Lutful Hye (Brahmanbaria-3),
Abdul Halim (Brahmanbaria-2)
and Sayedul Haq
(Brahmanbaria-1) at different
meetings in their respective
constituencies,

Later, Sheikh Hasina ad-
dressed a number of public
meetings at Habiganj, Chu-
narughat, Shayestaganj and
Srimangal at night.

Addressing a huge gather-
ing at Srimangal, she said if
voted to power, her party
would try to improve the lot of
the labourers of tea gardens
and fix wages for them keep-

“the

ing consistency with
pr&u of essen .
The Awami League Presi-

dent also said that her
would make efforts for the
survival of the fishermen and
to otect flash flood in the
region.

Sheikh Hasina will address
public meetings at different
places in Moulvibazar, Sylhet
and Sunamganj districts to-
morrow (Saturday). :

AL complains against
Biswas with EC today

to a 30-member of
the . who on him
at

on Thursday .

Kibria., thé political adviser
of Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina., said the
Electoral Enquiry Committees
were ' summoning everyone
who violates the code of con-
duct. "President's commitment
is a clear violation of Clause-3
of the code of conduct.” he
pointed out.

It is to be noted that
President's son., Dr Nasim
Biswas, is contesting the June
12 election from the con-
stituency where the college is
located, he todd newsmen.

Drawing the attention of the
Elﬁ;:nud o ssion, Kibria
won i a person oc-
cupying the office of
the state can violate code of
conduct.”

Not only this commitment

to cdhvert a college to a uni-
versity but the President's re-
cent visit to the constituency
of his son should also be taken
as violation of the code of con-
duct since it was “ostensibly
designed to imfluence” the vot-
ers”. said the AL leader,

3 parties
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month
F ollowi are the nine dis-
tricts for ich ballot papers

were given to the representa-
tives of returning officers yes-

terday: Gazipur., Narayanganj
Narsingdil, Mymensingh,
Netrokona, Kishoreganj, Mun-
shiganj. Manikganj and Dhaka.

According to the officials.
the EC distributed ballot pa
grrl to the representatives of
5 districts on the first two
days of a three-day process ol
sending ballots

On Thursday ballot papers
were distributed to Sirajgan).
Pabna, Meherpur. Kushtia
Chuadanga. Jhenidah, Jessore,

Hurura. arail. Khulna. Tan
q‘;u. Jamalpur., Sherpur. Ra
arli, Faridpur. Gopal J.
adaripur. Shariatpur, Sythet.
Comilla, Chandpur, Feni,
Noakhali. Laxmipur, Chit-

tagong and Cox's Bazar dis-
tricts
Ballot papers were sent on
Wednesday to 29 districts —
Panchlﬁar"’:. Thakurgaon. Dina-
ur, Nilphamari, Laimonirhat,
. Kurigram. Gaibandha.
Joypurhat, Bogra. Nawabganj.
Naogaon, Rajshahi. Naltore,
Bagerhat, Satkhira, Barguna,
Patuakhali. Bhola. Barisal Jha
lakati. Pirojpur. Sunamganj.
Moulvibazar. Habiganj. Brah-
manbaria, Khagrachhari

Raxﬁ:unuu and Bandarban.
e EC distributed the bal-

lot papers from three state
owned presses — BG Press
Government Printing Press,
and the Security Printing
Press
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Reported influx
of people from
across border
worries BNP

The adesh Jatiyatabadi
Dal (BNP) vented concern over
the reported influx of thou-
sands of people everyday into
the country from across the
border to cast votes in the
coming election. reports UNB.

“This is a dangerous situa-
tion, detrimental to the inter-
est of Bangladesh.” said a party
spokesman citing press re-

on the intrusion.

Talking to newsmen at the
party’'s Kakrail office yesterday
evening, Zahiruddin Khan,
chairman of the BNF's national
election coerdination commit-
tee, urged the government to

take measure immediately to
the influx.

ie also sought an official
version on the issue from the
Election Commission.

Khan called upon all na-
tionalist and patriotic forces to
resist the /dangerous games' to
sabotage the election

One wanted
in 25 cases

arrested

By Staff Correspondent
Two persons including one
M}
25 cases with different thanas
of the rilﬂ, were arrested from
near the Baridhara bridge late
night Thursday. police said
yesterday.
Following the eonfessional
statements of and his ac
Zahid, Gulshan thana
mnce also recovered one pis-
and one cut rifle with ten
bullets from South Manikdi
area under Cantonment thana
on the same night. police said.
Acting on their statements,
Dhanmondi police also recov-
ered 29 cocktalls f(rom
Manikdi area ﬁeutﬂday morn-

ing. police said.
EC warns
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an independent candidate of
Narayanganj-4, Jamaat-i-Islami
candidate of Pirojpur-1. Awami
League candidate of Naogaon-5
and Jamaat-i-Islami candidate
of Bagerhat-2, the press re-
lease said.

, wanted in more than 1

Demirel asks pro-Islamic party
leader to form govt

ANKARA. June 7: Turkish President

today asked Necmettin Erbackan. the leader of the pro-

Isilamic Welfare
news
of the

mpﬂ*m&um‘ comes on the heels

Shahabuddin murder

Zulu remanded
for 7 days
By Staff Correspondent

Shihazul Huq alias Zulu. ar-
rested in connection with the
Shahabuddin murder case, was

oduced before the Chief
etropolitan Magistrate's

gl sy Rl oo

Another accused in the
case. Salimuddin alias Sallu
who was arrested on the day of
the on May 31 was also
produced before the court
after the end of four day's re-
:‘hnﬁ Md:m He was sent
o jail, police _

Police so far arrested two —
Zulu and Sallu — of the 10 ac-
cused named in the FIR with

Mohammadpur thana following
the murder

Zaker Party
against power
politics

By Staff Correspondent
The Zaker Party does not
believe in power and is

not participating in the June
12 general elections to go to

wer, said party chairman

ostafa Amir Faisal while ad-
dressing an election gmj-acthn
meeting at Matlab in Chandpur
district yesierday, according to
press release issued here last
night.

It is part of our struggle to
change the lot of the masses
through bringing about eco-
nomic devel ent, he said.

The meeting, held to cam-
aign for Party nominee Alhaj
A Sadek, was presided over

by A.lhgj MA Samad and ad-
dressed by, among others.
Rashidul Hossain, glilli::ii] ad-

viser of the party chief.

Hasina's polls
Campaign tour

Pre of
sident Bangladesh

der Suna Sylhet and
Moulvibazar is today,
reports BSS

She will stay at Sylhet

campaign, a party
lease said here

Khaleda
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she said her government had
implemented various devel-

opment programmes in the

district, but the

members were in

anti-people activities de-

serting k

hETh:- BNFP ¢ ., In
r electioneering tour today

came Lo from Bogra

and ; lﬂ a dozen
public % w
rallies in Gai . -
mari. Dinajpur and Joypurhat

districts.

ﬁ]lhﬂﬂﬁ she assed
through ngpur strict,
m Zia did not address any

rally in Rangpur or

She only offered fateha at

Pirer mazar in :
During the . she

introduced to the party

candidates Abdu annan

neer Shahreen |
(Nilphamari-1), Dewan Nuru-
nnabi (Nilphamari-2), Meha-
mmad Abdul Halim -
4) and Khurshid Jahan Haq
I{Digﬁ}a],jpur-ﬁhnd :

She sta in Naogaon to
address purhllc and
wayside rallles in di

s of the district tomorrow

Saturday].

Mondal (Gaibandha-4), m




