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MAHFUZ ANAM : We (hiank
all of you — the students ol col-
leges schools and undversities
for coming «d The Daily Star
office and joining the discns
sion. We want vou (o express
your expectadons, desires and
dreams regarding the coming

arltamentary election. We
ope all of you will speak from
yvour heart and share wvour
views with our readers Lets
begin with Shahed Masud (rom
Dhaka College. Shahed. what
are your € clations from the
coming eledtion?

SHAHED MASUD (Dhaka
College). Politically. the com-
ing parliamentary election is
very important lor our country
I hope the ensuing general
election will be Ifree and lair
and without any violence: 1 also
hope that the results will be
accepted by all political parties
regardless of who wins or who
doesn.t. These are my mini-
mum expectalions.

In a democracy. people
have a wide range of expecta-
tion® from both the govern-
ment and the opposition. We
are looking [orward to the
party or parties. who will form
the next government., to en-
sure political stability, improve
law and order situation and
eradicate poverty. Most of all,
we want the elected govern-
ment to work for the nation's
prosperity and not for the nar-
row party or self-interest.

But we should note that it

< Shahed Masud
is not possible for the govern-
ment alone to achieve every-
thing without the help of the
opposition. If the opposition
keeps itselfl busy only to call
and observe hartals. oborodhs
and ashohojogs, no govern-
ment will be able to materi-
alise any development pro-
rammes whatsoever. So. |
ope. the government and op-
position will co-operate with
each other and reach to a na-
tional consensus on important
national issues.

But first of all. it is the vot-
ers who are the most impor
tant factor — it is on their
choice. the course of events in
the next five years that will lol
low the coming parliamentary
election, depends. My expecta-
tions Ifrom them 1s that while
" choosing one candidate over
another, they should consider
merit, ability, honesty and pa-
triotism of the candidate irre

tive of his or her party af-
iations.

| also expect that the next
elected government and op-
Jposition will be tolerant to
each other and participate in
open discussions on various
policy issues through the me
dia. This will enhance our
democratic culture

Women candidates should
be directly electeéd by the peo-
ple to the wormuen seats The
voter will have two ballot pa-
pers. one for the general can
didate and one for the reserve-
seal candidate. With this
method a better selection of
candidates can he ensured

| wan! 1o see the next Par
lament t'mnjjlrlmg its  full
lerm. Let pariiamentary dem
ocracy fourish 10 its full ex
tent. Caive our country a chance
o prosper

MAHFUZ ANAM: Thank you
Shahed. we all share your
hopes and concerns. Now Lo

uasif Ridwan from Udayan

idyalaya — what are you think

ing Quasif? .

RIDWAN (Udavan
Bidyalaya): { have a ot eX
tations — | wanl the cowmn:
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ing election to be held in a vio-
lence-free and peaceful envi-
ronment. | hope by a free fair
and neutrally held election. we
will achieve a democratic rul-
ing systeni. and democratic
governance will be firmly
established in this country. |
hope our Police. Ansar. BDR
and Army to play a neutral role
inn the ensuing election. They
belong to the Republic, not to
any particular political party. 1
hope political parties. too, will
not try to make them contro-
vertial and will place them
above narrow party interests.

Il was born in an indepen-
dent country — Bangladesh.
Our ancestors fought for this
country and brought indepen-
dence sacrificing a, sea of
blood. But after the War of Lib-
eration just when we were
aspiring to establish a demo-
cratic. secular and exploita-
tion-free country based on
Bengali nationalism, some un-
fortunate - and unasked-for
events look place. Following
those events, some people
tryed to erase the cherished
values of the Liberation War. |
hope, through this election the
lorces in favour of indepen-
dence to be the majority party,
and they will firmly re-estab-
lish the values of the Liberation
War. Finally. 1 hope that the
results will be accepted by all
political parties whoever wins,
and the next oppositions
should lend their helpin
hands to the government an
ensure the well-being of our
motherland together.

ZAHIDUR RAHMAN (Govt.
Laboratory High School):' 1
hope our Armed forces will be
able to maintain their image
during the coming election.
The Army should place them-
selves above any controversy. I
expeclt shat the incidents of
18-20 May will not be re-
peated ever in this country.

Between Aupgust 15. 1975,
and December 6. 1990. our
country was more or less ruled
by autocratic governments.
The anarchy that preyvailed
during those years in all walks
of life, made it difficult to build
a prosperous country. Com-
ared to those 15 years. the"
ast five years were much bet-
ter. After a Jong gap we had a
truely democratically elected
?uvtrnmfnt. Despite many
allures. we now have relatively
better freedom of expression
and movement, and demo-
cratic norms and culture have,
prevailed during the last five
years. This is a chance to con-
tinue this progress magle in
the last five years ;
. In this contexl. the Army
should keep itself alool from
the political and electoral pro
cess — they must maintain
strict neufrality. | have another
expectation from this election
which is about the report ol
the Court of Inguiry. which we
are apprehensive mayvbe pub
lished before (Lo rlection to
avoid ani unforvseen situation
| think the report be published
aflter the election ,.

- ABHEK MAHMUD ifovi
Laboratory Hivli Schooll |
dont have =t h expectations
froun the June 12 election. Ix
cause | dont think that one

election will gl be abile to lead
us to a prosperous Bangladesh
from the glogmy situation we
are tn now

Still., my expeclations re
garding this election can be
divided into two parits One
regarding the election process
and two, from the elected gov
ernment that will follow the
election ; 1 hope the coming
election will be [ree and lair

"To ensure a lair election we

recover all the |llegal
But counltry -wide arms

Imusl
AlTIS

recovery elloris fave provece
largely ineflectual The care
laker government must in

wease its eflorts w recover all
tliegal arms and ensure that
Lhe terrorist are arresied be
lore June 12

My minimum expectation
from the nexit elecied govern-
ment s that n will nol make
our lives more miserable than
what it is already today. | wan!
the next government to he
courageous enough to uphold
our country s uterests i mal
ters of foreign policy. | want to
see that we gel our due share
of Ganges water within the
next five years.

[ want to see both the next
government and the opposi-
tion will reach to a national
consensus in banning religion

as a Pﬂﬂﬂfai tool. If religion-
: politics is 10 be permit-
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Sar-Studerts Dialogue on Election '96

More Responsible Politics Hoped for

ment and the opposition could

We have heard a lot about the expectations of the adults from the coming elections. What
about the young citizens? What do they expect from election '96? To find out what our
young boys and girls are thinking The Baily Star invited students from ten leading .
schools and colleges of the city for a free and candid dialogue. The meeting was
conducted by The Daily Star editor Mahfuz Anam, and assisted by Ekram Kabir :
and Fakrul Islam Chowdhury. Below we present what they told us. - | ;

L

Ashek
ted at all, then the povernment
must ensure that ose who
practice such palitics do not
distort religion.

IMTIAZ FARUQUE (St
Joseph School): My first ex-
tation is that all the voters
should *be able to cast their

‘ votes free:g' and safely. From

the elected government | ex-

« pect that they will practice a

‘democratic culture and will be
transparent, accountable, re-
sgnnsihlé and responsive to
“the people. not only in black
and white or in speeches but
also in reality. The government
should overcome the red-
tapism to ensure a develop-
ment-friendly culture. Corrup-
tion must be prevented. I hope

the. next Parliament will be-

able complete its tenure. |
urge the would-be MPs to use
the Parliament as the stage for
discussion on all national is-
sues. The political parties —
both position and opposition —

must allow the Parliament to
function smoothly.
The Constitution should be
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Zahidur Raliman
considered as the way to serve
the people not an end in 1iself.
It is for the people that the
constitution exists not the
otherway round. So il needed,
the Constitution may be
amended for the sake of the
!H‘Upll'. The government will
w wise enough to realise this
truth and waste no time to
reach to a consensus with the
opposition I such a situation
arises. The government and
the opposition should be toler
amt to each other's propesition
and try to reach to a’consensus
on important economic. politi-
cal and foreign policy issues.

“The lorces against our In

ndence must be defeated
itically once and for all. !
ope in the coming election
the voters of our country will
make their verdict against the
ant-Liberation lorces

NUZHAT MAMHZABIN (Holy
Cross School). ldhgve three ex-
iI:)tl"l.!!.h:mlm. One from the elec
lonn, then f(rom the elected
government and lastly from
the opposition. | hope. the
healthy enwironinent which is

Imuwaz Farnuwgue

now prevailing in our eountry
will last even after the election
is over. F also hope our political
parties to be mature enough to
accept the poll results. | am
optimistic about the ability of
the caretaker governmenf to
ensure a free. fair and vio-
lence-free election.

I hope that the next elected
government will work as the
lrue represeniative of people
and will look at the interests of
the people above their party
interests. 1 expect the opposi-
lion to accept their defeat
gracefully. The opposition
should co-operate with the
government when the latter is
doing something good for the
country. And il the government
lails to serve the nation or if it
does something against the in-
terest of the people then the
opposition must protest. But
the way of protesting should be
non-violent and the opposition
should never try to achieve
their goal by destroying na-
tional Ipl'ﬂp-ﬁl"l}". I hope every
one will work for our country
together and make Bangladesh
a truly democratic and devel-
oped one. .

TASNEEM ZAKARIA (Ex-
student. Holy Cross College): |
want this election to be held —
that's my first expectation.
Secondly. | want it to be fair
and my third expectation is
that 1 want to see the emet-
gence of statesmen and
statesmanship.

| want to see an intellectu-
ally capable government. who
can and will rule the country
with its ideology. 1 want the
leaders to inspire us. guide us.
and lead us with their ideology
I want that government who
can make the best use of 12
core views and 24 core hands
ol our 12 core d

| want an opposition that
leads its movements peacefully

and without destroying blic
+ and private properties. | want
a happy and prosperous

Bangladesh where government
and opposition will allow each
other to function smoothly and
work together.

SABERA AREFIN
(Vigarunnessa Nun School);
The next elected government
should behave in a democratic
whay. | do not want my freedog
of speech or individual free.
dom he curtailed by any gov-

eriment. | hope the democrat-
ically held. free awl lair elec:

tion under the nouparty care-
taker government will ensure a
democratic government and
opposition who will remain so
during the next five years.

| want such a government
who will ensure the [reedom of
the press and will not harass
our journalists for publishing
the truth. | want a government
that can guarantee my safety as
a woman. | want my is, as a
woman, o be established by
the govermmeni. | don't wanl
incidents like Yasmeen mur-
der Lo re-occur. | ho the
next governmeni will be free
of corruption. | want a gov-
ernment that will have a
strong foreign policy .

MAHBU KHANAM (Ex-
student, Vigarunnessa Nun
College): To put it bluntly. |
have no ctations from the
coming election. The overall
situation of the country has put
a gquestion-mark on the face of
a free and fair election. We
have been expecting any
things on many occasions in
the past. but how many of
them have been realised? | an
really frustrated. Still. we are

hoping to cast our voles in a

L]

Bengalee myself —

free and fair manner! When the
President is in-charge of the
Defence Ministry and the par-
tisan stance of the President is
widely' known, how can one
expect a free and fair election?
I must say — though 1 am a
engalees
are ignorant. We always expect
and hope without substantial
reasons. '

ADEEB Z. MAHMUD (Notre
Dame College) : Our political
leaders are promising many fi-
nancial benefits, like pension

for the elderly, subsidisation in-

agriculture and so on. But they
are not telling the people from
where the money, to finance
those projects, is going to
come. Surely the money Will
not fall from the sky.
Politicians have to impose
tax on citizens to meet the
monetary demands of these
Frnjm:ts. They should also in-
orm the yoters about the pos-
sible additional taxes while
making those fancy promises.
There should be a provision in
the Election Codes of Conduct
so that no one can decefve in-
nocetit voters by promising the
. 1

Vuzlicir Mohazabin
impossible or by not disclosing

all the relevant information
about any programme in their
election manifesto.

Politics is a game of compe- *

tition. so 1 h our politicians
will treat their opponents as
their rivals and not as their
enefmies. | believe there are
still a lot of honest. dedicated
and eligible politicians in our
country and 1 just hope this
lime we the voters, will be
able to chpose them over the
dishonest ones.

GALEEB HAMID PRATIK
(Khulna University): | hope
this election will give us a
strong and stable government
s0 that Civil or Army bureau-
cracy will not be able to inter-
fere in political affairs.

| want the government and
the opposition to reach to a
consensus ‘on major national
issues. And | hope we will be
able to practice a democratic
culture in all spheres of life in
Bangladesh. | hope that the
next government will pursue a
strong foreign policy so ‘h“}
we can have our due share o
Ganges waler.

ANAM : One thing
| find common in all of you

that all of you share a feeling of

being let-downed in (i past
by our national leadership. |
can see that your base of

is not that strong. We under-
stand your feeling of fears and
frustrations and you have ex-
pressed the reasons behind
those feelings. However., you
have also expressed your ex-
pectations regarding the com-
ing election and hoped that it
would be free. fajr and without

any violence. You ted that
after the election. itics of
our country would Parlia-

ment-bound. But now. | want

" Bih

Sabera Arefin
you to reflect on the recent
part. What do you think are the
reasons behind the failure of
the 5th Parliament? First. tell
me do you agree that the 5th
Parliament was a failure? Do
you agree that our experience
of democracy during the last
live years was an experience of
failure? If you do agree. tell us
the reasons behind this failure.

TASNEEM ZAKARIA: First
cause of the failure is the non-
co-operation of our opposition
)arties with the government.

ey did not let the govern-
ment work smoothly. Even
when the foreign delegates
came to our country to explore
investment opportunities. the
opposition did not consider
national interests and contin-
ued with their programmes.
On the other hand. our gov-
ernment did not try te under-
stand the psyche of the

masses. It created a distance

between itself and people. The
people of our country did not
support, or | should saying
opposed many of the activities
of both our government and
opposition but they could not
make their voices heard be-
rause of their fear and insecu-
ritv. They remained more or
less silent. The responsibility
lies on our leadership. They
were supposed to make us feel
secure and it was their duty to
listen to-us. But they did not
care enough. So we could not
reach them and they could not
do the same. Ultimately. there
was a wide communication gap
between the citizens and polit-

ical leadership. The leadership -, was' curtailed. Political rivals

failed to understand and ex
ploit the potential of our peo-
ple

IMTIAZ FARUQUE: | think,
those who were elected in the
Parliament failed their
voters. Manv ol them lacked
adequate political experience.
Many businessmen turned
themselves into politicians
overnight. Politics was onlv a
means to accumulate wealth

for some of themm They only
worked for themselves and
forgot the people. 1 think if

experienced politicians were
given more nominations over
the businessmen-turn-politi
clians. the situation would have
been different

| think lack of honesty and
commitment on the leader
ship's part was (the nmost im®

rtant factor that le® to the
allure of vpur great democratie

hope.

SABERA AREFIN: | think
the absence of respect for each
other between the government
sition was an in-
Jdhe govern-

and the o

portant lactor

= e i
i e L

Muhbualr Hhﬂﬂ.ﬂrﬁn Mukta

not tolerate each other. They
opposed each other on every
single issue, just because the

issues were raised by their op-
Yonents. No one wanted to
isten to rwhat the other had to

say,

~ '

SHAHED MASUD: The lead-
ers of the former ruling party
and that of the former opposi-
tion parties of our country
were unable to show tolerance
te each others views and posi-
tions, 'The consequences of
this lack of tolerance were fa-
tal. The country suffered a
huge loss 'in terms of eco-
nomic. development and social
progress during the last two
years because of the failure of
our leadership. The govern-
ment was not at all responsive
to the demands pres by the
opposition. On the other hand.
the opposition's attitude to-
wards the government was also
hostile. From the very begin-
ning, they declared a war on
the government and said, they
would not let the government
function smoothly.

UASIF RIDWAN: | feel, the
main reason of the failure was
the opposition's decision to
?uit frofm the Parliament. At
irst the opposition boycotted
the Parliament for a long pe-
riod of time and then thev re-
signed. '

The decision of boycotting

- the Parliament and quitting

fram it left no option for the
opposition but to confront the
government in the streets. |
think should the opposition
stayed in the House, the situa-
tion would have been better.
When some one says some-
thing in the parliament as an
MP. it carries some degree of
importance. but when he/she
has already quit from the par-
liament and was saying the
same thing, it lost that impor-
tance. There lies the differ-
ence between a normal person

. and a member of parliament.

The opposition leadership
failed to understand this sim-
ple truth. How camr a parlia-

mentary democraey work
without the opposition?

GALIB HAMID: ! think the
main reason was the absence
ol practising the democratic
culture, We were ruled by mili-
tary governments in various
disguise, between 1975 and
1990. These autocratic and
not-so-autocratic governments
tried to build a regimentied
society. Freedom of Lhe press

faced continuous harassments
including imprisonment. Mili-
tarisation of civil bureaucravy
was rampant. The space of civil
society was marginalised. So.
we lost our tonch with our: glo-
riones techition ol democratn
cultire

in this context. when
democracy did have another
chance in our couniry our
leadership as well as our citi-
vens failed to live up to the ex-
Eﬂ-latlnns. It was very natural.
jut 1 don't think the 5th Par
liament was a complete failure.
Because #1 least one way or ah-
other it was the first parlia-
ment in_ the history . of
Bangladesh that could com-
plete tts tenure. There is an-
other point to note, the expe-

rience we pathered from the

successes and failufes of this
parliament was worth the ex-
yerimentation. At least we
wve reached o a national con-

sensus on how to conduct free

and fair elections, and agreed
on a model — the caretaker

government model. This in no

‘mere’ achievement.

MAHBUBA KHANAM: |
think the absence of demo-
cratic attitudes and values is
the main reason. We must

change our attitudes first. We

must have a democratic mind.
We have to practice demo-
cratic values in our everyday

life. Otherwise no amount of
« ¢fforts can mend the damages

done to our country. Until and
unless wg cain change owur
mindselt and adopt a demo-
cratic mentality, democracy is
destined to fail in this country.

ANAM: What can

we to change this mental-

' ity?

Adeeb Z Mahmud

SABERA AREFIN: We have
to invest in education {o eradi-
cate illiteracy. If people are
properly educated then they
can judge for themselves what
is right and what is wrong. So
if we are to change our mental-
ity. we must invest more in
education first.

SHAHED MASUD: But the
failure of the '5th Parliament
was due to the faflure of the
political leadership. They are
not illiterate.

SABERA: Yes. But what [ am
trying to say is that these
politicians were able to be
elected only by exploiting the
ignorance of the volers.

|E:ir
"MAHFUZ ANAM: | think

what Shahed is trying to say is
that inside the Parliament

S

Tasneen

kceiriel

people were nof present,

NUZHAT: | want to stigoesd
that we should set up sonwe
stlutions ex 11t.-|1'|-lh tw 1each
political allairs. Aid we should
adapt politics-related subjects
i1 our school and college cur-
riculums.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Can you:
ilentify any change of mental-
ity since 19917

TASNEEM: Yes. Now we

have more respect tor law.
Another point i~ that peophe
now understand. ol least n

some cases. who are going to
work for them and who are
lal

IMTIAZ: | think the qualita-
live change whirh tonk place

is that we are now i o wiuch
WOrse stuatiod LumPalcd 1O
thadt ot 1991, The faw g
order sitiatipn dedlined, Wiien
ETHe tret s vt Conti b e
dlevelaping, woe ot Jrist sil
Hing -icdle

MAHFUZ ANAM: Do all of
you agree on this peint?

ADEEB: No. | think the situ-
ation is better now. For the
first time in our history, we
have stopped the loan default-
ers to contest in the parlia-
mentary elections. It's a posi-
tive turn. Another thing is that
Election Commissfon is warn-
ing many candidates for violat-
ing the election codes of con-
duct. This year candidates are
behaving more democratically
and most of them are abiding
by the election regulations.

MAHFUZ ANAM: Let us end
on this positive note. We thank
all of you for joining us at this
discusstorn.

| Tomorrow: Malogue on Stu-
dent Politics

-

CGaleeb Hamid Pratik
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180 Tol Mol Ke Bol 1:30 Asan

Sky Shep 2:30 Nerolac Ashsana-

300 Positive Health Show 330
lake Ka Salee 400 WNo Problem
&30 TVS S5a Re "nyMa 500
Galaxree 930 Gan -.Mane 600
Comwnander 630 Tumhare |iye
TO0 FLU 730 Sw Ted B00
Heiphne 830 Maa 500 Awnan
Pamts Yaadon Ke Rang 9:30 Tars
1000 Tanasy 10:30 The New:

- Round Up 11:00 Ghoomta Aame

1130 Action WFE  1:30 Colgate
Gel Yoodle Yo 2:00 Sheky
T™MM

3

lamana 4-30 Dance Dance 5:00
Rapsh Khawna Speciad  6:00
Bachche Man Ke 738 Sur Sargam
B30 Gueara Hua Zamana §:30
Uance Dance 10-30 Lakhan
Advance Booking 1180 oo Se
Hers 1130 Shudh Detergent
Karz 1200 Asha Bhonsle Special
190 Pyw M Pyaor 200 Guiara
Hua Jomana 308 Fat Dr Fn 330
Karm 400 Ten Biw Chup. Men Biw
Cwip 430 Moow, Usha Utwp
Show 500 Socety Nawas 530
Devatinnal W gac &30

Dharmendrs Spacsal 7:30 7aike Ka
Safar 800 Jawsh Do B:30 Froon
fts My Chosce 900 Wonder Wings
Amar Prem B30 Fantasy Kal Biw
Ay B Y008 Peaple's Ciub
Wi

Liberty Public Demand

Toruma/Mamd/Neat B.20 Cartoon
8 30 Khabran 8-48 Vistors Book
B0 Moo Khwshbow 029
Dastarkhwan 580 Mehmen 10 0%
Aap Vi Aowar Magsood 10:30

Erghsh “3m Taza 1055 M
Naghma 11:00 Khabram 1110
Mer Pasand 11:35 Jamm 1255
OwanE Hakeem 1:02 Bismallah
1.15 Gond 2405 Larwal Bp 29
255 Musoolf insaal & Sporis
Coaching 3:20 TV Encyclopaedia
3:80 Sports Twvie 4:08 Daastakar
505 Medcme 5259 Computers
Wl Lo Creses 700 Engle!
News 7.0 PIV Music Library
130 Vusa Pokiston 7-58 Ghacal
Uss Maye Sawee B:25 Dentonic
World Of Sports B:45 Asnta 5:00
Broak For Headines New: 1000
Khabarmama & Commercial News
1035 TBA 11:58 The Flash Pt
105 Urdu Fostawre Fim Khas
Khabr asr Close Down

o :
Yosdon Ki Basest 830 (Ciw
Matinge Hindi Feature Fln 12 30
Jage 1:00 Siddi 1:30 Kaash 2-00
Sunday i Sunday 2:30 The Nirlep
Resoe Show J:00 Khoya Khoya
Chond 330 Move Mama 430
e Peth Gog 500 Pa o'

Re 5 36 Mere Massege wen Geet
6500 Aama 6:30 Vadeo CD Preme
7.00 Goed Shot 7380 s Bw
Hanuman B00 Surl Wheet Of
Fourtune §:30 Cwme  Prime-Hind
Featwe Film 11380 Jadugaar
12200 Pehchan 12230 Humse
Barker Gong 108 Hosptat 1:30
Aahaat 2-00 Kuch D Ne Kaha

8 10am Shastnye Sangeet 20
Bnodon 8:30 Gaan Sudhu *Gaan
900 Adhunk Gaan
9:30 Darshaker Darbare 10:00
Light Music 10:15 Rajankanter
Gaan 10:30 ETV Prog 1.00
Aparadiv 1.30 Gaan Sudhu Gaan
200 Chalechchitre Rabendronath
2.25 Pratibnsa 330 Bengali Tole
Play Show §:05 Diwtang Dhetang
Bole 5:30 News §:00 Ankwr 6:30
Western  Classical Music 700
Saptahii 7:30 Bangla Sambad
00 Cher Chor B:29 U Katu
Madna 9:00 Jeeven Setv &00
Katha O-Kahis 10:00 (Drama)
10:30 News and Bongah Sambad



