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S a broadminded metal-
head, |1 don't mind quo-
ting sting on an article

exclusively on heavy metal.

"We all share the same biol-
ogy regardless of ideology.

In spite of that, people can
become outsiders for the way
they think. They can also be
rejected for the colour of their
skin, for their religion, for
even a petty matter like hav-
ing. an incurable disease, even
if it's not contagious. In our
own country. we've had a revo-
lution because another. alien
language was forced upon us.
After all, it's human to avoid or
even repel those who don't
breathe like you do, don't peel
their boiled eggs like you do,
like the situation Jonathan
swift described in Gulliver's
Travels. maybe that's why
headbanger's have to wear a
crown of thorns in most places

try to be; for in

Bangladesh we have achieved
the ultimate act of humanity
for being human): Shunning
those people who don't listen

the some music as you do.

admit, we aren't throwing
down from cliffs like the

Spartans did to their old peo-
ple. but We are the ones who
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time my parents. in the
of autocracy, took away
, ba stereo. and here |
the views of underground
even a retired singer who
breathes metal.

:Before 1 make good my
. however, here's a look
what they think I'm not
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A) Arrogant. insolent, dis-
obedient!

@) What do you think this ig,

due to?

A) There are many factors,
but the prime factor is his
fondness for the grotesque ca-
cophony he calls music. This
so-called music has destructive
lyrics, preaching hatred, vio-
lence, and civil, Sadistic ac-
tivities which is absolutely
detrimental to .the mental.
psychological, and emotional
health of any person, particu-
larly an adolescent. Besides
being destructive to the per-
son concerned. (my son in this
case}, it is also extremely an-
‘noying and disgusting at times
subjecting those with in hear-
ing range to noise pollution.

Q) Are you referring to
'heavy metal? |

. A) Of course.

Q) Have you even impartially
listened to or read the lyrics of
a metal song?

A) No; however, [ had to, at

times, surrender to my son's
endless pestering and there-
fore tried to bear with this
nuisance. |

Q) If you have never really
heard the music, how can you
condemn it? It takes concen-
tration, not to mention impar-
tiality, to listen to a metal
song. in the same way that it
takes concentration to listen
to and understand a Sarod solo
by Ostad Ali Akbar Khan. You
never did that to a metal song
you never listened impartially.
What leads you to your conclu-
sion? -
‘A) The sweet melody origi-
nating from the fingertips of
Ostad Ali Akbar Khan not only
attracts but captivates me and
s0 | concentrate on if. On the
contrary. the noise of the so-
called heavy metal distracts

~ me and so much that I cannot

stay close to it.

Q) How can you account for
the fact most metalheads' sec-
ond love is classical, their first

Kazi Khaled Arafat

What do you think are the rea-
sons behind it?

A) Yeah, we've met opposi-
tion all right I think that's be-
cause of a very wrong concept
of the aged musicians — music
is limited to the subcontinent.
Their views are limited; 1
think they should understand
that music is universal.

Q) Do you think your efforts
in trying to establish thrash in
Bangladesh will ever be sti-
fled?

A) Hypothetically. we may
fail, but we're never gonna give
up. It's a long way to go and
anyone can call us dream mer-
chants. We want to take as

country to a jzable posi-
tion in the global music scene.
You know, Sepultuda came
from the 3rd World; so, there's
success after hardship. We're
trying and trying. Maybe
someday we will overcome the
critics depressing criticisms
and will create our own flow of
universal music. Maybe we're
gonna fail. But as long as some-
one takes up the flag of heavy
metal and remembers our

home, our dreams will have

been fulfilled.

@) What are your 'views on
the current music scene is
Bangladesh?

A) Everybody's too com-
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Are Not As Others

mercial these days. They
should aveoid commercializa-
tion and realize that music is
an ARTIN

@) The name Thrashold -

seems to be the embodiment
of thrash, thrash, and nothing
but thrash. Do you guys listen
to anything else? :
A) Thrashold is Thrashold
cuz we do thrash metal music.
However, outside of metal we
also love classical, blues,
psychedelic music; we also are
addicted to all kinds of in-
strumentals — whether they be
of guitars, sitars, flutes, violins.
But on stage since we play
thrash, the name "Thrashold”

sounds cool.

Q) Do you follow any musi-
cians in particular? If you don't
have any outside influences,
then who do you especially like
or respect?

A) We don't follow anyone.
We like and have ours deepest
respect for every musician who
achieved success in ‘the proper
way, i.e. honestly and unbias-
edly. ,

Herg're the opinions of GI-
bran Tanwir. This guy was the
main force in DethRow. the
underground death-metal
band, before the group split
up. Most of it's members
formed another -band named
Misanthrope. What he has to
say is —

Q) What do you thiak metal
band: should do t. spread the
message and make metal more
popular throughout the coun-

try?

Al The metal bands in
Bangladesh have to do loads of
concerts. They have to keep
the vibe alive against all odds
and let the rest of the pop-
hearing whimpers know that
metal's something you can't
kill off. no matter'what you do.
And as for the thrash bands,
they have to do basically the
some thing but they gotta have
their own sound. | mean, you
can't go on playing other peo-
ple's music fer the rest of your
lives, so without their own
sgund, they'd fade away from

* the scene sooner or later. So

get your own music man. never
mind the sales figures, just get
your music and ideas out and
let us metalheads worry about
getting the ideas across and
making the music a success.

To be continued
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H? YOU WANNA LIVE
EACEFULLY WHEN
THERE S STILL 4
VILLAINE AROUND? .
WHAT AM I 6ONNA DO
IF YOU, THE HERO.

FIGHTING SPIRIT?

LOOK, YOU 6OT A EIGHT
TO DO IF YOU WANT TO
STAY IN THIS TOWN.
THE VILLAIN: AT
ERACTLY ONE WeEr DS
FIND HIM .
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ol course. there is)? Jaserdisc) The Best Picture and Best Director Oscar winner

I have been blessed by the the Quiz Club Prize

most liberal parents in the
universe (and maybe even in
the neighbourhood 1), My
folks are both pretty demo-
cratic. One of the advantages of
democracy is freedom of
speech and my father exer-
cised his democratic. rights in
an interview: he sure didn't let
his ‘hnmeénse, one sided love”
for me, his only son. hide any
hatred towards the vile, con-
temptible, and evil heavy
metal. (Just joking!) He re-
fused twice before giving In to
my nagging. saying that he
didn't even want to talk about
it, so does he con-
sider it, well. my tears are
staining the paper now, and.
I'll bet; so are yours and even if
they're not, which is most
prabably the case), off with the
melodrama and on with the
interview 1) (Flourish of trum-
peéts and drums.)

@) What do you think of
your metalhead son's over all
atiitude?
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A) What a mendatious
statement! ’

Of course, this may be con-
sidered an extremist's point of
view even though it's really just

upon hell rats. | won't deny the

fact that there are equally mili-

tant rivet-heads among us, but
hey. we earthdogs are the ones
that would vote for the three
weird sisters in Macbeth if, we
got to judge the Miss World.
contest )

WHAT WE THINK

guitarist, Zia,
thoughts screened out loud are
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any oppesition to your group?

T was decidedly & good ba-
rgain. The painting featur-

ed an old man, leaning
against a marble pillar. There
was a faintest trace of lassitude
on the man's face. He wore an
Sl Suced Claary b

i — he

was man who was used to giv-
ing orders. not taking them
The at the auction
house told me it was a ait
of the last "zameendar® or
landlord eof Lakshmipur.
— 1 t it had a

ing It was a bit
had anticipated. eyes of
the old man shone in the faint

injustice. tion and var-
ous other crimes. He was a

even more about this man
whose name was Chowdhury
Shahbaz Khan and the more |
learnt the more intrigued 1 be-

came.
About seven months after |

had bought the painting once
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1. The number of Hydrogen atoms presént in an

ethyne -molecule

The state
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Pharaoh'?

What are cathode rays.

Lyanosis is caused by lack of — in the blood.

What is the Capital of Ghana?

of Jordan is —

The estimate are of Arctic sea —

Who is the writer of the book, Return of the

8 In the country, how many woman candidates are
rainy for the June 12 election?

8. Who is the current Chechen leader?
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the actual sigh
Khan pacing on my veranda

engulfed me in par fear.
and that instant | must've
passed out.

I wolke up to the call of the
hawker. He was for the
bill. | paid it and he left

instantly the chain of events of

the previous night came back.
But somehow they a ed
sort of funny and even . Yet
as the sound of pacing contin-
ued everyday | grew anxious
weary and maybe even deliri-
ous. | te hallucinate and
have nightmares One might, |
had a2 dream where | saw a
very elegantly dressed noble-
man tmploring me to set him
free. It was only then | began
to conceive the whole idea. |
wenit down the auction house
to inquire about the painting.
The e over there recog-

me easily and the person
in charge quietly called me
aside and began to talk to me

0. Which country still remain the largest creditor
for the last five years?

in an almost inaudible voice |

by then very much intrigued, |

listened intently,

By the time | reached
home. night had sat in engulf-
ing the world in an infernal
shroud of darkness. Straight
away, | got a knife from my
kitchen and went to my bed-
room. As | stood befoge Lhe
painung | knew Lhose blazi
cyes were watching me. S)
| ralsed the knife and maybe
lor an instant hesitated as it
almost seemed the figure
blinked. | slowly attempted to
scrape off a tiny bit from the

ictu;: and l:_i;;antiy a thin
bright uid began

lo seep down from wound
— it was blood! | felt my body
going numb and my nerves
coming on to the very verge of
a breakdown. Gathering the
courage | had left, slowly |
picked the painting from the
wall took it to my kitchen and
burnt it along with the frame. |
looked on as the beautiful
painting turned into a mass of
WMI ... this was the

At the auction house earlier
— | had come to know many
new things about the notorious
landlord. It he even-
tually came to SEnses. came
lo repent his misdeeds and
had commitied suicide b
hanging himself from the -
ing. After his death, a painting.
apparently the one | had
bought was found In his room.
His near relatives alleged that
a silhouetted figure was seen
roaming around. But you know
how superstitious the village
are! Many years nothing
was heard of it until very re-
cently.
Even today when | think of
the extraordinary events that

took place so many years ago —

| experience a kind of
contentmen! and iss, for |
had come to be to the

satisfaction of setting a
trapped soul free.

(it also won Keaton a Best Actress award). this remains a
heartbreaking chronicle of doomed. la-di-da bicoastal
romance. Cameo alerts: Jefl Goldblum on the phone at an LA
party ("l forgot my mantra”). Sigourney Weaver in a trench
coat as Allen's date outside a movie theater. Funniest found
h line: Tony Roberts says. "Max, there's no crime [in

. there’s no muggng." A+ '

MANHATTAN (1979, MGM/UA, B&W) This

urban valentine., W 's last to date with Keaton [(not
coun her cameo in dio Daysl). is also a st portrait
of a terminally distracting city that dooms its res ts to
furtive, ed relationships. B t t-Woody-and-Mia

nch line: Woody says of sex with 17-year-old girlfriend
ariel Hemingway)., "As long as the cops don't burst in. |
think we're gonna break a couple of records.” A +

*STARDUST MEMORIES (1980, MGM/UA)
Anyone who knows Fellini's 8 well enough to catch all the
echoes in this half baked will be dismayed at how
trivial Allen's concerns seem. He plays a filmmaker htlltft‘-d
by freakish fans at a seminar. voicing a torrent of mid-life
anxieties that mostly sound like spoiled. cranky whining.

Cameo alert: Sharon Stone can be spotted kissing a railway-
car window. C+

* A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S SEX COMEDY

(1982, Warner) The dawn of the Mia decade: Another
Bergman retread (Smiles of a Summer Night). about three
uuha'prﬂr turn-of-the-cent couples who philander one
weekend. Although it's beawtifully t. it's trifling and leaden.
Sure sign W 's stalled: He brings back Tony berts for a
stitle reprise of their old banter. C

* ZELIG (1983 Warner) A technically dazzling fable, done
i counterfeit newsreel style, about a flapper era public fig-
ure who could literally, physically become all things to all
people. Chilly and brilliant. Supremely Freudian gesture: Mia
plays Woody's analysts; by curing him. she makes him cease to
exist. A- g

* BROADWAY DANNY ROSE (1984 vestron,

B&W) A sweet anecdole, relayed over Carnegie Deli
sandwiches, concerning a schmo manager of bad nightclub
acts and his escapade with a lounge singer's mob-connected
mistress. Mia makes an utterly authentic moll. honkin

Jerseyspeak in a big blond wig and dark shades but the pea

is a slium-factory shootout B+

*THE PURPLE ROSE OF CAIRO (1985

Vestron] What if a depression-era movie character [Jeff
Daniels) came down off the screen and romanced a battered
wife (Mia)? The inspired complications create a wrenching
parable about the pull fiction has on people, and the sorrows
of living for escape . A -

* HANNAH AND HER SISTERS (1986 HBO)

The juiciest pick !nrMposi-utandn} clucking: Laok, there's
Mia's real-ltfe mom Maureen O Sullivan (she called Woody
evil!). playing the mom of Mia's earth-mother character in
scenes shot at Mias apartment. and there's Michael Caine
looking Allenesque in darkframed glasses. playing a man who
seduces his wile's younger sibling (Barbara Hers ! But the
movie will outlive these and many other eerie echoes.
Funny. touching. novelistic in scope. and exquisitely
choreographed — watch the camera glide with peeple across
rooms, like a partner in a dance — it's the richest family saga
this side of the Godfather movies. A+

*RADIO DAYS (1987, HBO‘) :
rambling reverie, tracking one Queens, NY family's love affair
with a forgotten wartime p subculture comedians,
chanteuses. newscasters, and golden-throated announcers.
Two-for -one muse alert: Mia and Diane Kealon both play

singers. B
*SEPTEMBER (1987, Orion) His worst. Shot In a sepia

haze that's almost unwatchably dim on video this lumpy
amalgam of undigested swipes — a bit of Bergman's Autumn
Sonata here. some doo ~Chekhov-clan allusions there —
links tmﬁ-ther a group of summer renters, each in love with,
but rebuffed by, another Perversely sethound and artificial

it's keyed to Mia's queasy enactment of a clinical depressive's
*ANOTHER WOMAN (1988, Orion) A doggedly

serious, shamefully derivative (of BﬂE‘ﬂlﬂ'l — yes, him

— Wild Straw-berries) wrap-up to Allen's trio of la ens.

bolled-sterile dramas. It wants to luminate a dry, pinched
rson (Gena Rowlands as a forbiddi intellectual in mid-

ife crisis). but it's dry and pinched itsell. Gosaip tidbit: Mia,

playing a suicidal psychiatric patient nam Hope, was

pregnant at the time with Satchel, her child by Allen. C+

An affectionate
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WHAT? T AM ALS
LOOKING FOR TH
SAME " MOKKEL"..

I LOYE HIS DAUGHTER
MARRY WHOM T AM
GEONNA MARY _hmm did

I say anything wrong?

HA HA HA
THAT'S GREAT,
YOU KILL VILLAIN
AND MARRY TH
PRINCESS .
ORGANISE THE
WEDDING.

I WILL

-

HSIE IS THE MA
OF SAMSON'S

HOUSE A GUN &
AMMUNITION AN
ACOW TO TAKE ¥
THERE. . THIS PAC
CONTAINS GaAS
FOOD FOR BOTH
OF YyOu
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Y THE WAY
U HAVE TD
AVE YOUR
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WwHY YOU &
CAN'T YOU BE
FASTER* DO I
NEED TO CHANGE
YOUR ENGINE?

For thence, a paradox

‘ .
r

Which comforts while it mocks,
Shall life succeed in that it seems to fail;

What | aspired to be
And was not. comforts me.

Rébedﬂrwnin;

Better be proficient in one art than a smatterer

in a hundred.

Japanese Proverd

Strong love and proud ambition have no

bounds.

John Dryden



