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am not a pol

intellectual,
ordinary citizen of this
country that | love more than
anything and | want to see

|

per day by day. But

unfortunately the country that
has been liberated by the
sacrifice of millions of

innocent still seems to
be fighting with itsell to stand
on ils own leet.

Bangladesh has tasted free-
dom for twenty-five years, and
in this long span of time it has
ﬁqne through bitter and hlﬁy

ays. Let us look back to
history of our motherland.
starting from the British rule

After much struggle and sac-
rifice. the great politicias' ol
our subcontinent compelled
the white men to leave our
soil. But they did not give up
that easily. they made sure that
cultural and religious differ-
ences take root among the
ﬁ le of the sub-continent.

ey have been quite suc-
t:tssful in this, because they
not only divided the people
they even divided the politi-
cilan’'s so much that two sepa-
rate countries were borm, the
first one was 'Hindu' domi-
nated named India and the
other one was 'Muslim' domi-
nated 'Pakistan’, we by the
virtue of being Muslims be-
came a part of Pakistan.

The diflerence between East
Pakistan and West Pakistan,
culture or heritage, was as far
apart as the two countries it-
self. We were 1200 miles apart
but still were ruled by an alien
country that systematicall
tried to destroy our rich cul-
tural herit But our political
leaders and the students did
not sit quitely to live up with
something that was meant to
be ours. _

We all know about our his-
torical movements of
'52,'69.'71 and ultimately our
independence. We are all
aware of the pain that we had
to go through for sovereignty.

Anyway, after Sheikh Mujib-
ur-Rahman was released
Karachi jail. he took charge of
our war ravaged country. Due
tfo some unusual circum-
stances things did not take the
desired turns for our. new
Prime Minister.

To bring up a country from
theydebris of a calastrophic
war was a big task for any
political leader, Due to some
miscalculations and mistakes
the leaders forgot many
prewar elements, and forgave
those who were against our
independence. This was one of
lhf‘ riggest blunders made by
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the government of Sheik
Mujib-ur-Rahman and he had
to pay a very big price for it. By
forgiving the ‘rajakars’ he

ame unpopular améng the
people. And there were some
other mistakes which led the
downlall of a great political
leader along with s party and

ended ur in the assassination
of Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rahman in
1975.

Then came the regime of
Zia-ur-Rahman. he was an ac-
tive soldier during the war of
independence and was the
founder of BNP, but he also
seemed to be following the
same steps as his predecessor
and made the same mistakes
all over again by not taking any
actions against the 'rajm?kars
and even allowed them to
come back (o Bangladesh.
Other than that he tried to
build up an image for himself
and was trying to solve the

roblems faced by the country.
1¢ announce few ro-
grammes that would have

solved out the problems. but
that did mot seem to last for
long. President Zia-ur-Rahman
met the same fate as Sheikh
Mujib-ur-Rahman and was also

assassinated. s

Then came the autocratic
regime of Hussain Muhammad
Ershad who ruled Bangladesh
with an iron hand for nine long

Tnhrtngupucnuntrytrommtlabmufum’r
war was a big task for any political leader. Due to some
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years. He alsd came up with a
party of his own, also
seemed to be following the

previous two governments tnd
instead of hang In&
rajakars’ in public they lEl

them stay and grow into some
kind of a poljtical party:
According fo the government
of President Ershad they were
the only I;uarty that was work-
ing for Bangladesh, working
for the dcvelupmenl of the

f*ﬁ

BNP under the leadership of
Khaleda Zia won 135 seats and

came to power. Al that elec-
tion Awami under the
leadership of Sheikh Hasina
won 88 seats, JP the

illc:g‘;n5
government of the 80s
seats and the party that was
against our liberation war won
may be something around 28
scals.

it was a five-
the BNP

term for
government, they

IMMMMMhHMM.Ibm
under the clutches of its own people, a sad but true
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reign Is self-oriented. Whoever Is In powet, their sole
obligation is 10 their party, its members and their relatives,
never the mass that elected them.

country and were looking after
the 'p-n‘.-lgIIr le of adesh. Even
when the people did not want
him. his licies or his gov-
ernment. But he kept on rig-
ging the so-called election and
emerged as Lhe winner all the
timle. Thus began a bloody
struggle to down the
government but they wére
successful only after nine

After the fall of Ershad a
neutral caretaker government
was installed in whose
job was to see that the first
election after the early 80s
(unbelievable but absolutely
true) was as free as ble.
That seemed to ave a
tremendous result because it

completed their full five year
term: that ended up in a total
mess. After about three years
the opposition in the new par-
liament started opposing the
government and they thr!:al-
ened to agitate unless their

demands were met BNP.
But the t gave a deaf
ear to what the opposition had

to say and they continued with
their own policies. And at that
point it drove the o umnn
to boycott the fifth paggo

and said until a caretaker go
ernment was installed tu
power to monitor the elections
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tion parties boycotied the
election the democratic BNP

for
Bcnfndt-h because never in
its 25 years of independence
did 98 per cent voters vote)
when only B per cent or less
exercisefl their voting right. .

However, the sixth parha-
ment was dissolved within
days and on the 30th of March
1996 the power was handed
over o a caretaker govern-
ment and fresh dates for an
election was announced.

| eamnestly believe that our
country is still not free. It Is
now under the clutches of its
own people. a sad but lrue
phenomenon. Its leaders are
all power hungry and their

is self-oriented. Whoever
is In power. their sole ohliga-
tion is to their party, iIts mem-
bers and their relatives, never
the mass that elected them.

All their mflnifnlni pro-
grammes are farce as far as
real development or democ-
racy or anything good for the
country is concerned. If you
really sit back and turn the
pages of our history. you only
see poverty, under develop-

(a historiec event

ment and vicious r hun-
gry politicians. for adesh
— our Sonar

It is now really on the mass
electorate out re to study,
understand. feel the depth of
the crisis and go for votes.

Our countries (ate is in our
hands and lets forget and for-
give the past. the [false

promises mistakes and try
tn hlg her own lost time, be-

e is totally doomed and
ht:fﬂrt she loses her credibility

as an Independent state in the
face of the globe.

miscaiculations and mistakes the Jeaders forgot man help her o own lost time, before she is totally doomed
prewar elements, and forgave those who were agﬁnzf E::g,;ﬂi;h“’;ﬂﬁmﬁ"’:ﬂ: nfn::_ and before she loses her :nﬂy as an Inzqnndnm
our hdopondanca fair and absolutely neutral. siate in the face of the globe.
‘
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ANZEEM (Class X)
According to Tanzeem
ks the wupcoming election

should be impartial and rigging
of votes should be stopped.
She believés that if the party
comes to power then the
opposition in the new
parliament should not bring u
unnecessary points insteag
should help them to solve
their previous mistakes. She

ﬁmtnl:d out a thing that
whu: ever party comes to
power they should stop
pointing at each others
mistakes, rather should con-
centrate more on the devel-
opment of the country. She
mentioned that she would like
Jatiya Party to win. [JP]

2. Tauseefl {1.1.B.
University) According to
Tauseef election under a care-
taker government is a positive
step lowards a democratic
government. Tauseef men-
tioned that elections should be

—unbiased which would defi-
nitely make a healthy govern-
ment. He lastly informed me
that he would vote for Jatiya
Party and wants them to
come. [JP)

3. Tasneem (I.U.B
Universfty) : Tasneem told me
that clectinns are for better-
ment of the country, she told
me that some one else should.
‘come, she firmly mentioned
that fundamentalists nhnult;
never come, she also empha-
sized that law & law :nfarcing
agencies should be stricter
than before in the elections.
She mentioned she would vote
for JP and hopes that they

thinking about the elections

come to power again. [JP]

4. Simon-Bin Mansoor (1st
year Radiant College) : He ‘em-
phasized that the upcoming
election should be free & fair,
there should not be any kind of
violence. He mentioned that
he would vote for Awami
League because of its historical
achievements for Bangladesh
& he sincerely hopes the
And he does not want
mentalists in power. |AL]

5. Paula Aziz (l1st
Vigaroonessa College) : Paula
wants a government that will
look into all the problems of
Bangladesh small and big with
the same depth. She wants
some one who can take the re-
sponsibilities, she mentioned
about the irdependence of
media and politics free univer-
sities. She strongly pointed out
that fundamentalist forces
should be uprooted. Paula em-
phasized that who ever the.
next government or opposition
is instead of thinking about
things on personal terms they
should give a new shape to our
new born democracy., She
lastly mentioned that either
BNP or JP should come. .

6. Rehan (student) : Rehan
mentioned that former presi-
dent Hussain Muhammad
Ershad should be freed & he
should be allowed to partici-
pate in the elections. He men-
tioned that he does not want
AL or BNP, instead if a single

unda-

year

party should come to power
and that should be Jatiya Party
and if there is a coalition then
should be Jatiya Party &
Jamaat. He la said he would

vote for Jatiya Party. [JP]

7. Chayan (student) : Chayan
mentioned that he wants the
caretaker government to be
very strict. there should not be
any violence or rigging of
voies. He then em gﬁ'lanized
that who ever the next gov-
ernment and opposition is
should work together for the
country forgetting the past.
According to him BNP has
spend more money on educa-
tion and tried to modernize it,
they have raised the job quota
from age 27-30. Then: Chayan
mentioned about the develop-
ment works and said that is
why he wants BNP to come
again. He lastly emphasized
that at any cost. He mentioned
lie would vote for BNP. [BNP]

8. Opu (HSC student) : Opu
mentioned that the elections
should be free, fair and without
any violence. He mentioned
that fundamentalist should not
come, neither should Jatiya
Party or BNP, he wants Awami

League to come to r. be-
cause he believes would
develop the cnuntry.e{-le eq-

phasized that he would vote for
Awami League & wants them
to come. ]

9. Nafisa Mahzabeen (DU
student) :

Nafisa said that the -

' fundamentalists should

" elections this time would be
free. fair & without any vio-
lence. And she believes that
there may be a 100% turn out.
She thi that AL has a very
bright chance uf wi this
time, but d not
vote for Sh: wants the
BNP to n:turn to power be-
cause only BNP has the quali-
ties to lead the coun sSuC-
cessfully. She would vote for
BNPF. [BNP]

10. Nafisa Noor (lst year
Vigaroonessa College : Nafisa
mentioned that the election
this time would be as fair as
'9]1. She favours the caretaker

overnment because the be-
ieves that to conduct elections
in our country a neutral
is needed. She rm:ntinnr:d it
very strongl arrogantly
that the undam:ntallul S
should not be allowed to raise
their head, the should be
banned. She also emphasized
that who ever the next gov-
ernment or opposition is
ahuul:ilu wurhlzl to er and the
opposition should not oppose
ust for the sake of o p?ng
ut should help the
ment. Nafisa finally mentioned
%ha} she would vote for AL.
AL

11. Rumi (student) : Rumi
mentioned that election
should be viclence free. He
said that he does not want
BNP and believe that some
other party with dedication
‘and sincerity should come to
power. Rumi mentioned that

not
come nor should JP, he be-
lieves that AL should be given
a fair chance to see what they
can do for the country.

12. Shadiza Zima ll;t
Vigaroonessa College Z’l':u
mentioned that Ihe Il rnther
curious about the election not
anxious. She believes that
there is no one she can vote
for. All the '8 are same
but mentioned that she is an-

with BNP. Zima ‘then

m’é’dm Ammm
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13. Rahim (student) :
does not believe in

dm::uy
noeordmltn him one country
needs tary rule. He wanis
the army to take over the

govern-

power. Rahim does not want
BNPFP or AL to come, he wants
JP to come because its founder
was an army chief. that is why
he is going to vote for JP. |JP]

14. Jacob O, Razario (DU
student) : He believes the
election this time might be a
[ree and fair one and then
again it might not be. He
would vote for BNP because he
believes BNP is more experi-
enced now because of its last
5 years. He believes that BNP
had both good and bad quali-
ties but given a chance BNP
would prove its point. It was
good for our economy. |[BNP]

15. Jamil Ahmed (College
student) : Jamil believes the
elections this time would be
free. fair, he mentioned that
there might not be any prob-
lem. Jami
vote for -.Iat.liya Party because he
believes after the indepen-
dence war most of the devel-
opment work was done during

e JP rule. [JP]
Survey conducted by
— Shicthed Latif
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N a coun of a hundred
and twenty million and ab-

ove, a lar ﬁtpa.rt if not the
majjom_f of the population is
below the age of thirty.
Whether recognised or not,
this demographic cross
section is a major voting force

to be and is quite often
the dcﬂdlng factor in the

Emrﬁ Ivn-.ing nf E]tt‘ﬂm&

grows nlbstantlally larger, wi
an ever increasing number of
first time voterd joining the
ranks. However, the thoughts
and ideals driving these
electorate and their criteria
for selecting the candidate
and/or the party of their
choice. are as diverse as the
earth and the sky

Whereas in many industrial-
izedd countries getting the
you population to vote is
so difficult that they have to
pass laws maki it compul-
sory for them lurg:- so (for ex-
ample Australia).

abroad at least recognise the

I
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value of the younger voter and
considerable effort is exerted
to secure this vital section of
society. Improving the qualit
of life and projecting a tangib?
future for the younger genera-
tion is therelore a cardinal
olicy of their party mani
estoes. Unfortunately, in
Bangladesh local peolitics dic-
tates that the peolitician will
remain complacent, because
he is confident of the fact that
his youthful supporters will go
out of their way to vote for
him. two or three times if pos-
sible, even before they reach
the age of eighteen. In return
the most they can passibgr
tract from him is the cup
of tea and cold drinks with ftw
refreshments at the party club
house. The election is ulti-
mately won for the politician
with the liberal spending of
n]:llunty on frivnliitlcs t:}f;l keep
Lthe youn e sutlitiently -
happy in Ergeo ? him to avni{i
ng any real commitment
for their bctt:rrm:nt In its

politicians

i ?
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The Plight of the
First Time Voters

hy.NmRahman |

worst scenario. the student
mﬂ:ﬁ of political parties are

like storm treopers to
harass society into veting for
their candidates with com-

plrl:t arty protection from
poEce are supplied
'H"Hh

trlnuportnﬂcm and

weapons teo threaten and in--

timidate, with cash rewards
for every successful mission.

Thin diuturbmﬁ” practice has

to the tation of the
ﬁr!t timne vnttr corTupting. the
demecralic process and
younger generation and cen-
tributing to the downward spi-
ral in law and order As for the
young volers going out of their
way to vole. in a recent news
article, of the several thousand
applicants for the revised vot-
ers list, including all the first

timme voters, m lorty six were
found to be vali

A large number of first time
volers are actively involved in
political activity even before
reaching the voting age of

o
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the total first time voters. will
not in fact vote. From their

standpoint of relative mu-
fnrﬂideru'rtu'tu?
necessary, and are tht
opimnion t local and
moTre

politicians have
to offer than the best a
hargain. If

lose. or so they believe.

Lhcml an;tﬂﬁmm the ﬂ'lt
me in their

maitters. For the unempluyudm
and those without almost any
hope of a reasonabile future,
this sense of power and l-elf‘
importance that is gifted to
them with the concept of one
man one vote is irresistible.
They believe their future. their

E.Ierugn canipaign going on

eighteen, taking part in pro-
cessions and rallies in what is
often fanatical support for,
party or candidate. Many be-
come members of various st
dent party organisations. This
blind support and active in-
volvement comes from being
exposed to a highly puliti:tacd
society from an early . The
influeneing factors are cnds.
family, and pulitica: Erupn-
ganda. Or just a belief
that a particular candidate or
y can fulfil more than the
other. They may not have a
particular criteria for selecting
a party or candidate and. like
most people, the reading of
party manifestoes is irrelevant.
Whether the first time voter
will actually take the trouble to
cast that vote, depends on the
social background and other
influencing factors that sur-
round his environment. One
finds that most of the
prospective middle to upper
middle class voters, which
constitutes a small minority of .

_other. Some, like

pmsp-erl‘y as well as their
quality of life depends on the
outcome of the elections.
Some voie because they feel a
moral bbligation to do go,

others vote “just for the hell of
it", for these youngsters its
like a joyride. Those who don't
vote have a lot less 1o lose than

their _poorer counterparts.
are rela Secure, so-
cially and economically, and

Imuw well that the ouf-
come of ge elections will have
little or no affect on their so-

cial and financial stapding.

Which party will the first
time electorate vote for?
There is ne clear majority.
Some areas are more influ-
enced by one party than an-
hamwmondi
arﬁjmureh or less no man's land.
Whichever party gets a major-

hynu can be rest assured,
tever the reason, its due to
the unseen hand, the unheard
voice and the unrecognised
face of the first time voter.

said that he would .
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Vielence in E!ﬂ‘:rmﬂ @an almt inevitable phenemenon.



