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Good Luck to Observers

The foreign poll observers have begun on a
positive note, so it seems. Some of them convey-
ing their initial first-hand impressions of the at-
maspherics in the run-up to the polls and the ar-
rangements being finalised for the conduct of
free and impartial elections have noted with sat-
isfaction that: (a) they are under no pressure to
| be on guided tours; (b) the election officials are
well-poised for a conscionable disch of their
| responsibilities: and (c) if they wished, they could
make up for their numerical limitation by count-
ing on 30,000 domestic FEMA poll watchers go-
ing afield to cover 1,14.749 polling booths to
open in the country. They are hopeful of a fal;lyi
large cross-sectional view of the proceedings.
This would help them arrive at an impartial
judgement of the poll outcome.

Such preliminary ﬂndlngg of the international
observer groups should enhance our confidence
in ourselves and inspire us to give the finishing
touches to the arrangements even to perfection |
and extend all the logistic support they might
stand in need of.

Their presence itself is a measure of world-
wide interest in our June 12 elections. And the
initial confidence they have expressed through
their pre-poll assessment is likely to raise the
level of global expectations for a good election in
Bangladesh. To that extent, the obligations of the
political parties, the Election Commission, the
caretaker government, the officials and men on
election duly and the voters increase to make the
election a success.

We welcome the presence of as many observer
groups as might be able to come here — with all
the grace we are capable of not merely as a hos-
pitable nation but also one that is keen on sharing
its genuine love for democracy with the rest of
the world.

The very adoption of a neutral caretaker mech-
anism for the polls after a protracted popular
movement that made world news so many times
rules out harbouring any complex against foreign
poll observers. Like the worldwide waves for eco-
nomic liberalisation and transparency we have to
stand the tests of political openness and demo-
cratic righteousness as the citizens of one world.
We wish the poll watchers a happy and reward-
ing stay. Good luck.

Issue is Inviolability

With 14 more June 12 poll contestants and |
two political leaders receiving warning from the
Election Commission for violation of the election
code of conduct, the total number of violators has
risen to 100. We do not know if there are more
waiting to be brought to the EC's notice. Whatever |
it is, the fact remains that the EC has been keep-
ing a tab on the wayward among the candidates
and party activists. The enquiry committees the
EC set up to monitor the campaigns of political

parties and their candidates are also doing a

creditable job.

We appreciate the EC's concern for making the
contending parties to go by the code of conduct
that is obligatory for everyone. However, we do
not know about the follow-up on the warnings is-
sued against the erring candidates or their sup-
porters. Have all those who received a warni
rectified themselves and not repeated the of-
fence? So far as we know no one has received any
harsh punishment — other than getting a warning
— such as imprisonment or cancellation of candi- |
dature. Should we assume them that the breach
has till now been of mild nature?

If this is the case, well and good. But if the EC's

" Presi

mined the election code give the impression that
it wants to. play safe and soft and ultimately one
can get away with an act of breach, there is no
knowing how the offences will end. The figure of
the warned — 100 so far — bears testimony to the
tack of keenness on the part of prospective mem-
bers of parliament not very keen to learn from
official warnings. Clearly these people have not
given a good account of themselves, so far as their
candidature for the parliamentary election is
concerned. We would very much expect that the
EC will not hesitate to take a tough line against
the violators of campaign rules. The candidates,
their patrons and supporters must not labour un-
der the impression that the code of conduct is
more of a formality than an inviolable charter for
all who participate in polls. :

Nigerian Tragedy

Kudirat Abiola, wife or Mashood K Abiola — the
man who is widely believed to have won the 1993
Nigerian national election, was shot dead on
Tuesday. Accusing fingers have already been
* pointed to the military rulers of the country for
the killing. Kudirat Abiola's daughter in an inter-
view with the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) has gone on record how for months her
mother had been followed by the intelligence
service. Once the outspoken critic of the military
regime was even arrested recently. The unusual
attention to her, according to the daughter, had
been a prelude to the tragedy that was to happen.

Kudirat Abiola's crime is not just she happens
to be the wife of a man now suffering jail sen-
tence but she herself was a politician of some
stature who opposed the military rule in Nigeria.
In today's world other than Burma, only Nigeria

has the misfortune to carry on with military rule
- despite a popular mandate made a clear choice

for an elected civilian governance. Abiola's offence
is that he declared himself president after the

man in power Gen, Sani Abacha had cancelled the
election.
Although there is a strong

guund for believing
military's involvement in the killing, one needs to
Department has demianded, is to carry on a
through investigation by an impartial and most
competent body. No amount of consolation will be
eno for the loss the Nigerian !?_ptﬂonltlun and
its leader have suffered. However e investiga-
tion brings out the truth, politics in Nigeria may
once again get on to the right track. |

dealings with the offenders who have under- |

N the early sevenlies it

|

became [ashionable (o
filve at B as a
botltomless pit. e gloomy

ognostications of pundits
l:u{ such firm hold in the
mind, that no amount of
mere talk would have any
effect and it need to be
du:nuuwuad in lh:nﬁnmrm
l m “n#-
mincg:fn action Bangladesh
could rise m::lr u.::tht ttl:t
ltmpliluc ns so [ar
drawn

It '-ru President Ziaur
Rahman who never called

: h a small country,
high-lighting its position as
ttEhdgﬁ]th IEI?ed in terms of
population. He was inspired
with a consuming passion to
establish Bangladesh as a truly
independent and sovereign
country which would be a cov-
etable home for all it-oﬁpk.
His Blﬁlldt.hl nati ism
empasi reliance on our own
strength and he roamed the

country side into the
scarce land with the
farmers, and in of primi-
tive technolegy. produced a

surplus of rice and sugar for
the first time in living mem-
ory. This evoked widespread
admiration as eviden by a
five-column headline in the
International Hearld Tribune
"Blngladl‘:lh exports rice”.

ent Zia's meteoric ca-
reer holding immense promise
was, to the shock of everyone,
cﬁ short by a vile assassination

ks

P A military coupd'etat and
nine years of autocratic rule in-
lervened before the democrat-
ically elected government of
Begum Khaleda Zia could Jnlck
up the threads again in 1991,

e economic management of
her government, during its 5-
yvear rule would be topical in
the current situation of the
country. Under Begum Zia's
leadership it was finance
Minister Saifur Rahman who
acted as the steward of eco-
nomic management.

Revenue collection may be
said to be the centre piece of
the Finance Minister's work
from which stemmed man
elements of strength an
which presented the nation
with varied fall-outs of a
beneficent nature, fovernment
revenues doubled:

Total Revanue
(Crores of Taka)

1990-91

7551

1994-95

14210

(12.9% of GDP)

(9.6% of GDP)

The healthy revenue posi-
tion enabled the government
to accuimulate a record foreign
exchange reserve of over § 3
billion, as they did not have to
draw en the inflow of rt
receipts and expatriate remit-
tances for meeting demands
prtsaing all around but could
do so irom the collection of
revenue, particularly by curtail-
ing current expenditure from
14-18 per cent of GDPF in
1984-89 to 6 per cent in 93-
94 It is true that with the im-
pact ol repeat of repeated
droughts and floods in north-
ern Bangladesh necessitating
the import of unexpectedly
large quantities of food ‘grum:
and the schedule of foreign
loan repayments have since
brought down the reserve to
something like 2.4 billion dol-
lars but even that is adequate
for a safe four month' import
needs. This guantum of re-
serve compares favourably with
that of India's where for an
economy ten times bigger than
ours the reserve had recently
come down to 8 17 billion
from 8 25 billion.

It is easy but unfair to belit-
tle this achievement by saying,
"garments operators exported
and earned. expatriate citizens
sent remittances;
little the
do". This
looks the
Multifibre Arrangement

" phased out by 2005, the -
ments market is governed by
quotas and the
role of the government inse-

ttyfogging

forc
fore

umbrella of overall friendly re-

that the quantum of emi
and the well-being of emi-
grants is a matter of govern-

be sure. The best way for that, as the US State

i
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while such imaginative mea-
sures as Sonali exch
suring quick and safe delivery
of funds swelled the official re-
serve

Secondl . the healthy rev-

sively larger development bud-
gets which in 1994-95 was
nearly double-that of 1990-91.

to the private sector (except
for the coal and hard rock
mining projects in northern
Bangladesh
were made largely in physical

stipends for girl students in

higher seco
proved to be

which has been its Achilles’
heel has comeg down steeply.
Literacy

accepted as the first Indis-

tive efficlency. has repo

cent. It is a pleasing

to see lines of
students streaming

guote N

s0, pretty
government had to
OVer-
act that -until the
is

l-important

c:uri:(g quotas by means of
ul representations with
governments under the

lations cannot be gainsaid. Nor
should one overlook the fact
ation

ment-to-government, relations

ange en-

enue position enabled the gov-
ernment, to finance progres-

Industries having been left

the investments

and social infrastructure, edy-
cation being given the largest
doze. The two novel measures
of food ,for education and

classes have
ective. At the
| primary stage drop-out rate

which is universally

pensable condition for produc-
rtedly
gone up from 24 to 42 per
now
grown-up girl
towards
schools. One does not have to
's famous say-
ing to conclude that these ed-
ucated mothers will make for
an educated nation. Health

complexes have spanned every

BNP Demonstrates
as a Self-sustaining Country

by Abdul Momin

thana. Education and health
will thus enrich the nation's
human resource and make
them efficient agents of pro-
daction.

As for physical infrastruc-
ture,

first class ;l‘“t;:. are cov-
every country.
m nﬂﬂs‘nrhu-l are either
(Meghna &
toe be ridges
En:t mg{i‘ Bh.nihmﬁf:m
t
tmﬁn}:ﬂ the next 2-3
cqur . The coun can then
be traversed easily end to
end. Digital telephone system
covering the main cities will
be com in the next few
months and will be conducive
(together with electroni¢ mail)
for instantaneous business
communication. Five thousand
E villages have been electri-
For reasons already men-
tioned, growth rates were not
but they Ttﬂ
lmprmmmt on those
80s. The annual growth rates
durln% the years 1990-91,
1991-92. 1992-93. 1903-94
1994-95 were r:lfcﬂwclg
61.9.1

. 4.23, 4.48
ﬁgﬂtt:ﬁll. Bangladesh
numbers compare not un-
favourably with those of
Pakistan (4.7] or India (5.3}

It is pertinent to mention
here that had not the hartal
programme, so relentlessly
pursued by the tion par-
ties, constan urbed eco-
nomic activities, the growth
rates would certainly have
been better. According to ADB
estimate, adesh be-
tween Tk. 1200 million and
Tk. 1.400 million in produc-
tion for each hartal day. D
1995, for as many as 40 ha
days Bangladesh lost between
Tk. 48, million and Tk.
56,000 million in production
which is about 3 per cent of
GDP in that year. [Annual
Report, " Asian Development
Bank. Bangladesh Resident
Mission 1996). Besides,
F;::rcign invc;grl might be
s ylnif awa ronted
with artnlufcvu';m time a dele-
gation is here.

-

The impact of the opposi-
tions massive non-cooperatjon
programme during the early
months of 1996 has been even
more drievous with the result
that the growth would for the
year at best be 4.5 per cent in
spite of our valiant farmers
producing a bumper boro crop.

Thirdly the strength of the
finances enabled the govern-
ment to make out currency
convertible on current ac-
count, not lagging behind
other countries ol South Asia.
The Take was able to stand the
vaparies of a free market testi-
fying to the strength of our po
sition. No doubt. there is an
element of management by
Central Bank as there is for

other currencies. Export de-

pendent sources such a s gar-
ments operators occasionally
clamour for devaluation but a
90 per cent import dependent
country cannot follow the ex-
ample of 90 per cent export
oriented India. lest the price
of essentials go beyond the
reach of the poor masses.

Fourthly, the government
was also able to finance several
rojects, such as the second

uriganga Bridge from our own
resources ‘and with our own
engineering capability. In the
process, not only the mon
remained at home and indige-
nous expertise and experience
got a boost but also our eyes
were opened to discover how
much economy could result
therefrom. Buriganga is to cost
around Tk. 55 crores whereas
foreign tender was double that
amount.

Fifthly, with revenue and
foreign exchange at their dis-
posal, the government could
confidently face emergencies,
such as repeated droughts and
floods. They were able to feed
the people and net feel help-
less as in 1974 when delay in
food aid shipments caused
thousands of deaths.

Except for the cyclone of
April 1991 which hit right at
the moment of the assumption
of power, it became feasible for
the -government not to run
about for outside assistance in
case of disasters like droughts
and floods but meet the situa-
tien from own resources
whereas certain opposition
leaders still appealed quite
unnecessaril to foreign
friends. It had become a na-
tional habit to ‘speak of
"disaster prone country" and to
broad urgent appeals for
outside assistance a
calamity overtook the country.

Fortunately that phase seems
to be over if the lead given by
the BNP t could be
continued.

— -

ladesh

Sixthly. for the people in
al and for the rural poor
its flew from the macro-

economic strength of the
eco in the shape of low
inflation and rise in agricul-
tural real w . For most of
the period 1991-95, infla-
tion remained below 2 per
cent but it took an upwa
trend in 94-95 on account of
dr ts in the north of the
resul in failure of
crops and rise foodgrains
prices. Nevertheless. the cost
of living index remains even
now at 5.49 cent, the low-
est in South Asia. Food for
works and OMS sales together
:tth fmnuhre imports h:lvt
oodgrains prices within
l}fcptrmh of the poor
Per capita income including
rural income increased per-
ceptibly. UN figures put the
increase at 8 220 from 8 180
in 199]1. However, more perti-
nent for y alleviation are

povert
the under-noted;
Agricultural Real Waﬁ, Index

1969 — 70 =
1971 -72 . B0 .22
1972 73 - 69 82
1973 - 74 . 71.42
1974 - 75 . 61.03
1975 - 76 . 73.16
1981 - B2 . 81.38
1990 - 91 . 95
1091 - 92 98
1992 - 93 - 105
1993 - 94 - 106

Seventhly. the achievement
of the government from the

nt of view of self-rellance is
manifested by its capability to
meet as much as 4. cent
of the development budget
from our own resources cofn-

pared to only 56 cent
duri 1985-86 to 89-00 pe-
riod D rt). This was,

indeed a timely and fortunate
outcome as |l coincided with
the end of the cold war when
donor countries no longer hav-
ing to compete were cutting
their aid budget. During the
eighties, Bangladesh
Ambassadors. somewhat Lo
their embarrassment, were
asked 1o seek taka funds also
from donor countries. The
Finance Minister nearly

reached the target he set be-
fore himself at the outset of at-
taining 50 per cent self-sus-
taining capacity at the end of
the government's mandate. He
has also spoken of the feasibil-
ity of Bangladesh becoming
nearly self-sustaining by the
end of the century. '

The doub of revenue in-
flow from which massive bene-
fits flew, was not like manna

showered fromn heaven. the |

Finance Minister had to work
extremely hard for it.

It would be less than [air to
dismiss this monumental work
as "no reflection of higher effi-
ciency of the BNP pgovern-
ment."

Observations in this area
would be incomplete il one did
not imention how the need for
subsidising for two decades
the enterprises nationalized
in 1972 have been eating into

-the banking system and acting

as shackles on the economy.
Every year an amount of as
much as Tk.8.000 crores. has
to be dished out through the
banking system to uuglpﬂrt
these uneconomic establish-
ments. Although Bangladesh
Bank had ?;

Refinanced the amounts
until the Banking Sector
Reforrn measures were intro-
duced, the burden has to be
carried by the lending banks
which made them sick. If
these huge sums had been
available for productive invest-
ment, that would have acted
yearly as tremendous shots in
the arm of the economy,

Government efforts at pri-
vatizing these losing concerns
or otherwise putting them out
of the way met with stiff resis-
tance from militant labour
which drew support from
some political parties. It is fer-
vently to be hoped that before
the century js out, consensus
would be established as to how
to put an end to this blood-
letting once and for all.

- To sum up, BNP manage-
ment of the economy has seen
a doubling of the national rev-
enue and of the development
outlay, low inflation, moderate
GDP growth which is likely to
quicken up as the investments
so far have their fmpact,
a sound macro-economic
structure, a convertible Taka,
some alleviation of rty as
well as attainment of almost
fifty per cent self-sustainin
capability. Hopefully. the nex
government will be able to
take the country all the way to
economic independence and
well heu:g for all sections of
the e

e writer (s a former |
_ Socrﬂnmmﬂdm.baslacér

rd .

~OPINION

Lest We Forget : Refections
from Yesterday

OMPLACENCY and con- by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed the innate organisational

ceit are the malignant weaknesses at the time into a

twins born of malnour- © BNP militant activists. farruidable strength and suste-

ished or wundernourished such a vicious back- nar.ce.

wisdom, Each. in turn. is a <drop the caretaker govern- Althou the other two
hydra-headed demon with ment of Mchammad Habibur ies in the trio are now
totally blurréed vision. The Rahman was installed in office.  talking otherwise, people

holders of either of these two know that the whole move-

crude elements can seldom
see reason. Nor can tl'g look
their

Its prime task has been the
immediate recovery of illegal
arms but the rate so far has

beyonid the periphery been far from being satisfac- Awami League did "not lead.
artificially lit domain maneu- tory. Every si ?Iiﬂcal True that joining hands with
vered by greedy sel-seekers. party including as ex- Jatiya and the Jamaat-e-
The past regime most int - « its concern on it and Islami was regarded by many
ingly tallied with the desc doubted if a free and fair elec- as an ominous conglomerate
scenario. tion would ever be possible but saner and cocler thinking

The demand for a non-party  while holders of illegal arms  acvepted it later as a politics of
caretaker government for were at large. More intrigu- convenience,

holding free and fair elections
to the Jatiya Sangsad for at
least three successive lerms

ingly, the 'free license al-
lcm Ennted to at least
20, 'BNP activists' by the

was described to have been former Home Minister, shall the emer of 'Janatar
comprehensible only to an in-  have added to the uine Mancha' (platform of the peo-
sane or a child. This was the concern of the people. ple)l was of course the
firm and oft-quoted public Such linkage may be traced shrewdest contrivance to

conviction of the former Prime
Minister. She took over two
years and more than one hun-
dred innocent lives to realize

in the recent public utterances outwit the Government of

of some of the student leaders
with BNP affiliations. Much of
their auvdacious remarks are

what it actually nt. freely directed to their ti- Metr ‘Mohammad Hanif
Having pitiably failed in her cal opponents declared could out
bid to get the mainstream persenanon-grata’ in as the 'architect’ of suich a

tion parties led by Awami

ue to sit for a dial she

had decided to go all alone for
the national election for the
sixth parllament. Such a con-
jecture on her part raised her
ovocalive activities to a dizzy

Bangladesh. Some of these
‘eternal students” can ill-afferd a
to part with their alma-mater
for some very palpable reasons.
DUCSU election stands de-
ferred for about seven years
now and it is not conceivable

eight. It was Iindeed a how the office-bearers remain though mmm{'kw-
farcical’ election. Still then, students for so long. | have a able. it was not tena in ac-
she took the oath of office as  hunch that this student forumm  cordance with the conditions
the Prime Minister and later no lo belongs to students. in Government Service Rules
formed her cabinet. In the | if it should call for an  and discipline. Such an action
meantime. she made a immediate amendment to its  on their part was fraught with
startling public announcement  constitution which would au- a danger of mmlt
that all she was going to do  tomatically disband it from the of partisan rit tal
was to pave way lor another moment the term of office ex- to effective ative ma-
election In the quickest pos pires. For the interim period chinery But, in consideration

and until fresh election all its
affairs may be vested with a
specially appointed Senate
Committee headed by the

sible time under a non party
caretaker government. A bill to
this end was very hurriedly
prepared and unanimousl

adopted as a part of the 13t Vice Chantellor. Such gl‘n- own association latform
Amendment to our constitu posed amendment should be  which could not ques-
tion. Thus, In her own words. Eppllrahle to all other tioned by any body. However,
she and her party had fulfilled niversities. their apparent dereliction was
an ‘historical responsibility Most of our political leaders later squarely neutralized by
Likewise. her initial enthusi-© nurse a misgiving that whoso-  another group of ment
Asm In surnaming her govern-  ever is adept in haranguing at servants belonging PP
ment as democratic govern-  the public enjoys ﬁqﬂ' sup-  Prokrichi who showed their
ment’ receded into oblivion port. Such groups o up?e enthusiasm for BNP by meet-
One ble reason to forsake  are often flattered by the size ing its Chairperson. Both the
qualifying her government ©f the public meetings they entities, it appeared, forgot
with 'democratic’ passion address. Unfortunately. they FVen _ their em-
ployment conditionalities

LR . » MR (hrowing the entire nation

: . 2% into utter dismay. All will be

- well-advised to refrain from

acting in such queer manner

in future. Evidently, they were

emotion-ridden which was
humane.

Now. reverting to the or-
ganisational activities of the
Awami League., more pre-
cisely. the party Chief Sheikh
Hasina. over the past several
months. one cannot but be

Sheitkh Hasina has peen
able to distinedy demarcate
her political offensive and
spiritual composure.

On the political front bher
remark on:a 'Consensus to
rule the country once voted to
-t Mo B t4| power, has been a_ st
e Y £ departure from the ill-foun

B iy ' - legacy of the politics in
Bangladesh. As | can see, from
this firm' and unambiguous
conviction of the Awami
League Chief it connotates the
prevalence of a unanimous ap-
proach to certain specific ar-
eas of governance where the
position and the opposition
shall have a common stand

could be her losing the demo- are not capable of measuring
cratic track and unknowingly the illusion that such mass
pushing herself in the hornet's atherin ades through.

nest of a veritable autocratic rshad, ore his unceremo-
rule. Weilding absolute power
could also have blocked her vi-
sion into the future,.

Despite all her claims she
could not get rid of the pangs
of corruption. nepotism and
favouritism_ She could never
explain the "broken suitcase’
anecdote very often alluded to
h_rl the Awami League Chief
Sheikh Hasina in her public
deliberations. She didn't even
allow the  house committee
proceedings 1o %{} ahead in re-
spect of specilic charges of
corruption against some of her
ministers. MPs and leaders of
BNP front organisations. "

While ressing her most
passionate eomplacency for

| the '‘great’ development activi-

ties of her government she
used to make a flat remark
that none of the fast govern-
ments could do so much for
the national progress and de-
velopment as she did. She did
not realize for a moment that
her predecessors included,
among others, her beloved
husband late Ziaur Rahman.
Thus she had, unwittingly, dis-
owned her husband's contribu-
tion to nation-building (if there
was any) but very often she
used to eulogize 'Shaheed Zia',
evidently not realizing her
perpetual contradictions.
Like mosl of her friends and
foes in the political arena, she
is perhaps yet to be able to
find a distinction between
statcsmanahir and demagogu-
ism. She had, many a times,
explicitly indulged in unwhole-

| some rhetorics to rouse public

sentiments. One would recall
that in one of her public meet-
ings she had loudly thought
that the students wing of BNP
was adequate to give exem-
plary lessons to her arch rival
Awami League if needed. Such
ominous public pampering of
the students dished out to
their leaders the ignominious
boon to' openly threat Sheikh
Hasina, the Awami Leaguers,
intellectuals. professionals.
cultural activists and others.
Her personal provocations, b
now, have seen a number o
renownéd personalities falling
prey to phruical assaults. The
people at large have in turn,
seen the specimen of
‘defnocracy’ that Begum Zia,
BNP and the front organisa-
tions practice. Even somé top-
ranking civil servants who ex-
gle‘:: their unwilli to

orders from a government
born of a ‘farcical election on
February 15, 1996, continued
to remain vulnerable targets of

nious fall addressed a number
of huge public meetings at dif-
ferent places but was eventu-
ally forced to swallow the bit-
Ler pill of deception.

Khaleda Zia's sell-same over-
tures to her largely attended
public meetings- even alter
stepping down f[rom power
continue to give her an air of
vanity and a dubious sense of
pride. However, she is yet to
realize that she may also have
to stand on the dock for the
misrule, corruption. political
killings etc. The cry for trial of
the crimes of her regime is
also gaining momentumnm.

There 1s a greal saying in
circulation that "emotions are
masters, intellect the servant”.
So any act or deliberation,
particularly in public meetings.
when punctuated by emotional
outbursts. can put the speaker
in disrepute even internation-
ally. While in power she did
hardly utter a word against our
big neighbour. except perhaps
one or two occasions. But, now
being out of the saddle of
power, she is playing down the
'India bogey' and expressed
her determination not to allow
anyone to make Bangladesh
another 'Bhutan and Sikkim'.
She forget altogether. beaten
b¥l an eerie emotion. that
Bhutan was very much an in-
dependent country and one of
the members of the SAARC. Of
course, later she corrected
herself by publicly apologizing
but the damage was already
done!

‘Nevertheless. she continues
harping eon the [maginary
'India-bogey' claiming that ‘one
party' (oblique reference to
Awami League] if voted to
power, would sell out the
country to India. Here she is
found totally and conveniently
ablivious that her ‘open market
economy' gift to the nation did
already convert our poor
countiry an absolutely 'free
market’ for Indian goods.

¥ - ¥
HEIKH HASINA. the
Awami League Chiel

and former leader of

the Opposition in the Fifth

Parliament had the lamenta-

tion of her life in concedin
defeat
election, although
cally. the percenta of vote
cast in favour of
dates was higher than that of
BNP
was capable of reflecti
the reasons of her
Nevertheless, she had shown
a.remarkable power to convert

in the 1991 gener

numeri-
candi-
| have no doubt that she

upon
efeat.

.seized by the

. of different religi

point. Here, the most impera-

tive importance of a distinc-
tive national identity, hitherto
pitiahlﬁ;ngnured. have the
upper d. .

On this | am tempted to
cite an example. | sume

that the Member of the
Parliament belonging to the

opposition will have a ter
say on all develo mat-
ters relating to his/her con-

stituency. e government in
wer will seek the MP's

or development backed by lo-

cal elected representatives of

the ple and give all out

support to him/her vis-a-vis

Lhe constituency.

The whole country is now
election fever.
The national election under
the present Caretaker
Government and a reorganised
Election Commission has been
fixed -on June 12, 1996. All
the four major parties have
expressed their hope to win
the power slot. it may be per-
tinent to mention here that
the ouster of BNP government
by the combined opposition —
spearheaded mainly by Awami
League — provided ostensively.
greater benefits to Jatiya Party
and the Jamaat-e-Islami.

Meantime, party nomina-
tions have been given.
the interesting ones are the
aoled ex-president Ershad for
ive Rangpur seats and as
many as three for his wife for
Mymensingh seats. More in-"
terestingly, the drop out of
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
has rocked the electorate by a
mysterious jolt.

Another most intriguing but
squarely palpable event has
been the pre-election speech
of the Jamaat-e-lslami Chief
(olam Azam. He has spoken of
the oneness of humanitf and
added that Islam (truly so)
does not believe in any dis-
tinction between the followers
ons. Such a’
statement is though a positive
departure from the party's
usual orthodox footings. can
hardly remove the ﬂﬂ;l.‘.l‘lr:n—

redient of hypocrisy that has

Et-en historically its twin. Nor
shall it efface from the public
mind the horrid memories of
the bloody gamble that this
party played during our War of
Liberation in 1971.

In any case, the whole na-
tion shall :::ntinm .t;:ﬂll
anxiously to have a st Bov-
ernment for leading the
couniry on an even keel to-
wards real :

The wriler s a management
consulrant.



