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June 12
Court

Bangladesh
and all lower courts and their
offices will remain losed on
June 12 on the ogcasion of na-
tional election. The Chief
Justice erday announced
nl't!: for beth the divi-
s0ns Supreme Courl. its
offices. lower courts and their
offices. said an official handowt.

reports UNB.
Peace procession
in city today

Citizens for Democracy.
Bangladesh will bring out a
pﬂ-:mm to cre-
ate main-
daining peace on June 12, said
a press release yesterday. The
will start at 9 am
rom the National Press Club.
All citizens have been re-

]

=

dor s arrested ome
rafm lya=, ap alleged
arms from a nho‘r at
Agrabad £ yesterday
According to sourees today.
Mohammad was wantc-}n:l
on charges of illegal arms deal
in the border areas of the
country.

Postal holiday

The post offices throughout

the cou will remain closed
on June 12 on the occasion of
the ' election. But
the offices which have

GEP/EMS services will remain
open fo continue the services,
dl-ﬂimaﬁﬂﬂhuiduutm-

charged some

A country-wide sample sur-
vey, conducted by the an
Development Bank (AD has
revealed an escalation of urban
poverty by more than 14 per

cent over the last five years.

The final draft of the "Study
of Urban Poverty in Bangla-
desh” showed that 61.30 per
cent of the urban population
were below the 'agsu]ult’
poverty line while 40.20 per
cent fell below the 'hardcore
poverty line. The correspond-
ing figures for 1991 were
46.70 and 26.2 respectively.

The study measured poverty
line based on income/

The despatching of the bal-
lot papers to the distnicts will
be completed today as the na-
tion goes to the polls next
week . reports UNB.

Officials said on the second
day yesterday of the three-day
process of sending ballots, the
Election Commission handed
over the papers to representa-
tives of 26 districts.

It will send ballot papers to
nine nearest districts, includ-
ing Dhaka. today completing
despatch of all election mate-
rials for the June 12 ling.

The districts which re-
ceived ballot papers yesterday
are: Sirajganj, Pabna, Meher-
pur. Kushtia, Chuadanga. .Jhe-
nidah. Jessore. Magura, Narail,
Khulna. Tangail, Jamalpur.
Sherpur. Rajbari. Faridpur. Go-

lganj, Madaripur, Shariatpur.
*ﬁrﬁ;. Cumﬂﬁi. Chandpur,

Feni, Noakhali. Laxmipur, Chi-
£ and Cox's Bazar.

artier on Wednesday hal
ot papgrs were sent, ta 29 dis-

¢-+ficis . Panchagarh, Thakur-

gaon. Dinajpur. Nilphamari.
Lalmonirhat. Rangpur, Kuri-
%ﬂlm. Gatbandha. Joypurhat.
ogra. Nawabganj, Naogaon.
Rajshahi. Natore. Bagerhat.
Satkhira. Barguna, Patuakhali.
Bhola. Barisal Jhalokathi. Pj-
rojpur, Sunamganj. Meulvi-
bazar. Habiganj. Brahmanbaria,
Khagrachhari. Rangamati and
Bandarban

mBallntﬂpapcrl will be sent
loday to Gazipur. Narayangani.
Narsingdi. Irr;mﬂmlr:?hmﬂt-
rokona. Kishoreganj.

nj. Manikgan] and Dhaka
istricts
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By R M Titumir

expenditure related to daily
normative calorie intake plus
25 per cent adjustment for
non-food items. The absolute
poverty line was determined at
Taka 3,500 per household per
month with Taka 2.500 as the
poverty line for the hardcore
poor.

The questionnaire was ad-
ministered to a "nationally
representative”
3.000 households from Dhaka.
three other metropolitan cities
(Chittagong, Khulna,. Rajshahi).
four secondary towns (Barisal,
Sylhet, Dinajpur and Tangail)
and two thana towns (Habiganj
and Pangsha).

sample of.

During the last five years,
only 26 per cent of the house-
holds perceived their eco-
nomic condition to have im-
proved. for another 26 per
cent situation had remained
the same while for 47 per cent
the status had worsened, the
other one per cent was uncer-
tain about any change.

Nearly 21 per cent of the
households believed that their
economic condition had im-
proved over that of their par-
ents. but 56 per cent said it
had worséned. for the rest it
either had remained the same
Or uncertain.
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Party leaders say they would

Shafie making a point during.

the interview yesterday

By M Anwarul Haq

The leader of the 12-mem-
ber Commonwealth election
observers team has expressed
the hope that all parties con-
testing the coming parliamen-
tary polls would abide by the
election code of conduct and
respect the verdict of the peo-
ple given through the ballot.

In an interview with The
Daily Star vesterday at the
Sheraton office of the Com-
monwealth team, Dr Tan Siri
Md Ghazali Shafie stressed the
the need for peaceful holding
of the polls and fairness of the
electoral process.

Dr Ghazali Shafie, who is a
f[ormer foreign minister of
Malaysia, said that all members
of the Commonwealth team
were already familiarising
themselves with the.election
laws of Bangladesh and the
code of conduct.

"Every country has its own

Urban poverty goes up ‘respect polls results: Shafie
by 14pc in 5 yrs 5\

election laws and so do you.
And one area of primary con-
cern is to see that the election
code is being strictly adhered
to by the political parties and
the Election Commission.” he
said.

Dr Shafie said leaders of
some political parties includ-
Ing Awami League, BNP, Jati
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Communist Party had already
met him yesterday and he was
open about exchanging views
with leaders of all other par-
ties also.

He noted that having talked
with the leaders of political
parties he felt they had some
misgivings. but he did not
elaborate. But he hastened (o
add. "That is not our concern.
Moreover. all the leaders who
had met me had given the as-
surance that they would re-

See Page 12 Col 1

Preparations for setting up an army camp in the city's
Azimpur Colony area to help the civil administration

during the coming polls

— Star photo

-

By Mahfuz Anam

According 1o the Inter
Service Public Relation
(ISPR)'s press release of 5
June most of what has been
published in the newspapers
concerning the events of [B-
20 May — reports. write-ups,
editorials and comunents — are
all illogical. ill-informed and
misleading. According to
ISPR. these writings might
creale "misunderstanding in
the public mind”, and so it
‘urges all patriotic citizens to
desist from creating unneces-
sary debates and making illogi-
cal comments.”~ What is more.
the press handout is full of in-
nuendos that those who have
wrilten on this subject are un-
patriotic. indirectly hinting
that our sovereignty and inde-
pendence are being compro-
mised because of them. The
press release says. "It is re-
grettable but true that various
questions are being raised by
some ple without knowing
ful;_"yrh:: e rules and regulations

t army and despite the
Tt that 3 Setatled anation
had Been given on the-matter
carlier.” e ISPR adds that
“Such things are not desirable
[rom patriotic citizens.”

We object to both the text
and the tone of the ISPR. First,
about not knowing army rules
and regulations. How can we
know? Are we ever told any-
thing about our army. except
when things go wrong or when
they decide tc take power?
We are never given any infor-
maltion except of very cere-
monial nature. As taxpayers
and upkeepers of our army we
are  never told how our money
is being spent. Even in our

"BNP lacked strength to pass

caretaker bill in 5th JS'

BOGRA. June 6 BNP Chair
person Begum Khaleda Zia
rijes with
boycotting the fifth parflament
on illogical and unjustified
grounds. reports UNB

She was addressing a huge
public meeting at Altafunnesa

play ground this -E'H:rlh'ﬁ
former Prime Minister
her party's inability to
in a legislation Lo amend
the Hution providing for

election under a caretaker
smu*nmt:nt in fifth parkament
ue to the fact that her party
had nol the requisite two-third
te her repeated en-

lreaties (o the then ition
in fifth lament 1o return to
the House to help her pass the
new . ary legislation, they re-
fused to extend to her their

O ation

' in justification of
F 15 s the former
Prume nister said it wowuld

not have been  peossible to
mainitain the contimuity of

- —

consltitutional process (e
quired lor ushering in a care
taker government 1o hold elec
Lon
She said her party had no
tranisgressed the limit im
sed by the Constitution

hatever we have done. we
have done by staying within
the bounds of the Constitution
Begum Zia added

She noted with satsfaction
that nobody eould throw her
party oul of power. “We have
transferred within the
framework ol the Constitution
which is an example without a
g:rallrl in the history ol

angladesh.” she said

Hcﬁum Zia claimed that the
BNF had safeguarded demox
racy and the Constutution from
Lthe onslaught ol undemocratic
forces. "Now it is time for you
lo take correct decision and
casl your voles accordingly in
the next election.”

No party has done for Bogra
what the BNP has done. she
claimed. Various parties have

lalked variously about bridges
over the Jamuna, but we have
slartied the bridge and com
pleted 40 per cent of the pro

ect wilhin our tenure of office
[ we returned 1o power we
shall complete rest ol the
work she assured

She sald Bogra was the
birth place of late President
Ziaur h.thruﬂn arid hoped peo
ple would vote lor sheal ol

paddy so that BNFP candidates
returned to parliament from
all seven seats in the district.

Begum Zia woday also ad
dressed wayside meetings at
Sariakandi. Sherpur, Shibgan)
Nandigram and Gabtoli and in
troduced her party candidates
al those meetings. '

Addressing an election rally
al Sirajgan) midnight Wednes
day the BNP Chairperson said
the BNP by no means sought
votes Lo merely perpetuate s
rule, but o free the country
from shackles of foreign domi
nation

See Page 12 col 7
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Commentary

ISPR's lessons on logic
and patriotism

arliament we never had any
ruitful discussion about our
armed forces. When we ex-
press legitimate concern about
a certain action - like making
public the Court of Enquiry's
report - and its possible im-
pact on the elections, then our
patriotism is indirectly ques-
tioned. If we, as citizens of a
democratic country, do not
know enough about army rules
and lations it is because of
bodies like ISPR which never
tells us anything. And once it
does, it expects us to swallow
everything like school kids,
and then we are threatened
with all sorts of co uences
il we express any further cu-
riosity.

Even in the press release
under discussion. in which the
ISPR castigates all newspa-

rs-of g sifnarant about
army rules and regulations it
does not bother to tell us any-
thing new. or answer any of
the guestions we have raised,
for example under what army

rules the former CAS and
other high ranking officers are
being heid, what is it that they

are charged with, under what

rules the Court of Enquiry is
working and what is its terms
of reference

Public speculation only
takes place in the absence of
proper and full information. It
also takes place in the absence
of pmg:.:l brieling by appro-
priate les. For example in-

—r ra——

stead of reprimanding us, the
press release could have tried
to answer some of the ques-
tions we had raised. Concretely
why is the ISPR silent on when
the Enquiry Court's report is
due. where it will be submitted
and what possible actions can
follow. Is the ISPR not aware

. that there are lots of questions

in the public mind which it is
its duty and obligation to an-
SWer,

The press write-ups have
been termed “illogical' and yet
no example have n given as
to where and how these writ-
ings have violated the norms of
logic. about which ISPR seems
to clain a monopoly.

What we find so insidious
and utterly unacceptable is
that just because some people
have written about these
events their should
beé questioned. L 1s the usual
tactics of milit
to claim mﬂ-nn[xﬂ}' of patrio-
tism for themselves and accuse
anybody who thinks differently
of being ‘disloyal' and worse
unpatriotic. We have lived
under that tyranny both under
Pakistan military dictators and
their Bangladeshi versions. [t
appears that ISPR has not
awakened to the fact that
democracy has been restored
in this country in '91, and that
now people expect far more
transparency and openness
from every institution in the

See Page 12 Col 3

AL promises 'non-communal
political system' in country

(HALNA BAZAR [(Khulna),
June 6. Awann League Presi
dent Sheikh Hasina today de-
clared that if voted to power in
the June 12 elections, her
party would bulld up a "non

communal political system”
and introduce pension scheme
lor elderly farmers, reports
LINB

"We want to establish a non
comumunal political system un
der which all cliizens irre
spective ol caste and creed
will be treated equally,” she
told a big public meeting in
this remolest area of Khulna
district

Hasina had a 2-hour journey
on bumpy roads and crossed
Ifwo rivers to reach this tiny
rural marke! place. near the
Sundarbans. in Da thana

Dakope and Batiaghata
thanas comprise the Khulna- |
constituency from where she
is contesting the election. be-
sides two other constituencies.

In the final leg of her 3-day

election trip to the southern

E:ru of Blnﬁlm.h the Awami
ague Chiel extensively

toured the three constituen-
cies — Khulna-1, hat-1
and Gopalganj-3 — where
she Is contesting. She also
travelled to some other con-
stituencies in the area cam-
paigning for the party candi-
dates.

During the tour. Hasina told
Lthe electorates that the Awami
League is committed to end all
discriminations, poverty and
;u-r:ia] injustice, and build a

appy. pro country.

Hasina said thet given the
people’'s mandate in the elec-
tion. the Awami League would
introduce an economic policy
which would be conducive to
industrialisation and would en-
courage foreign investments
lo generate employment for
the countrymen.

‘The basic infrastructural
sectors. which have remained
s0 poor for years. will be given

due emphasis. Power facilities
will be made available through-
out the country within 10

ars ... country's ports, roads.
ﬁﬁl;u:nya. bridges, culverts.
schools and colleges will be
developed.” '

At the same time, she con-
tinued, the social sectors
would be given highest prior-
ity. Healthcare facilities would
be to all the citizens
and the country freed from il-
literacy within the shortest

time, she said.

Hasina. elaborating on the
other programmes of the
Awami League. said elected
representatives would be
placed at the union. upazila
and thana levels to involve the
grassrooils people in the devel-
opment process.

Launching a blistering at-
tack on her main rivals, the
Awami League chief said that
during its five-year-rule, the
oust BNFP government had

See Page 12 col 6

An election fever has grip-
Dhaka-9 constituency in
the city (Dhanmondi-Moham-
madpur) as the campaigning by
some prominent olitical
figures including chiefs of tweo
political parties evoked much
enthusiasm.

Other than the four candi-
dates from the four par-
ties — BNP. Awami E
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami — there are at least two
prominent candidates in the
race in Dhaka-9 seat from
where a record number of 24
candidates are contesting four
of them are independents

oo to a number of vot-
ers s constituency yes-
terday. this correspondent got

an impression that the recent

A day-long visit to Dhaka-9

Record number of candidates,
hectic polls campaign

By Reaz Ahmad

kiling of a ward commis-
sioner in the area would have
some effect on the polls in the
seat

Alleged involvement of the
candidate of a major party in
the incident may also have
some impact on the voting
some local said.

Despite all these. election-
eering by major contenders
from this seat reached a new
height as a large number of
female political workers were
seen making hectic door-to-
door cam s in favour of
different c dates

Two candidates also took
part in a recent dialogue ses-
sion organised by a private
gl:ll‘-nnn of women in the city

ey faced many election-re-

lated queries al the session
Lhat was attended by many vot-
ers from the constit
BNP fielded its city unit
esident Mir Shawkat Al In
aka-9 constit He was
clecied in the 1991 parlia-
mentary polls from Dhaka-8
seat. Awami League replaced
its 9] nominee from Dhaka-9
scat Begum Sajeda Chowdhury
by Alhaj Mokbul Hussain to
face the challenge in the fray
Kazi Firoz Rashid of Jatiya
Party and Md Nazrul Islam of
Jamaal are also seen strong
candidates from the seat
Besides. President of Gano
Forum Dr Kamal Hossain, who
vied on AL ticket from Dhaka-
|1 constitdency in the 199]

See Page 12 col B

CHITTAGONG. June 6: Spo-
radic incidents of gunfights.
bomb blasts and clashes during
the last one week leaving two
persons killed and many
others injured. according to
police and hospital sources.

Hardly any day passes now

without a single incident of vi-

olence. This has created a pan-
icky situation for both candi-
dates and the voters.

Such incidents of vielence
had dampened the election
mood raisind concern among
all quarters. observed some
candidates

Expressing his reaction
over the recent pre-polls vio-
lence in Chittagong. BNP's city
convenor and coritestant from
Clg-9 (Kotwall) constituency,
Abdullah Al Noman saild
“These things are happening
because wany of the identified

Fl_'um Nurul Alam

lerrorists were not yet ar-
rested and illegal arms in their
pou;c:ﬂnn are yet to be recov-
ere

Noman added: "As a result,
| am in doubt about holding of

| election here if the

administration does not take
prompt and ate measure
to ensure law and order.”

Awami League's central 0
nance secret and contestant
from Ctg-1 |Anwara) con-
stit r Rahman Kaisar
talking to this correspendent
expressed apprehension about
holding ol election properly
here due to the contin of
violence,

Effective measures were not
taken by the administration to

round up the terroridis and
recover ille arms from their
possession said

Police oflicials here said

special measures were taken
to hold peaceful election by
maintain law and order.

They claimed that some illegal

arms were already recovered

and the process was on.
A wsenior police official

opined that recent spate of

violence here
indication of tough contests
among the candidates ol major

carried an

political parties.
In a briefing recently.
SP of Chitt police Abdur

Raul admitted the avatlability of
huge quantity ol illegal arms
here

Ai:rurdinu to police and

other sources, the areas which

already witnessed pre-polls vi-
olence Include Sandwip.
Raozan., Rangunia. Paliya,

Chandgaon. Kotwalli and Dou-

blemooring
See Page 12 Col 4

Violence dampens election
mood in Chittagong
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derails in

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 6: The train
communication of Sylhet with
Dhaka and Chit has been
suspended after the derail-
ment of 15 bogies of a goods
irain at Ponairchak near Shib-
bari, about 400 yards from the

'Sﬁlhet railway station this
J :

Erroorn.

According to railway offi-
cials, two oil tankers were
badly damaged as a result of
which a huge quantity of kero-
sine oil leaked out. Railway

| track along more than 500

a:';grs has also been damaged

Official sources said. the
goods train ‘S5F-1" was on its
way to Sylhet’ from Akhaura.
Fifteen bogies including two oil
tankers out of the total 37 bo-
gies were derailed.

The cause of the accident
could not be ascertained im-
mediately.

The Divisional Traffic Offi-
cer and the Divisional Manager
irom Dhaka visited the spot
tonight. Movement of all trains
on the Dhaka-Sylhet and Syl-
het-Chittagong sections has
been suspended. A relief train
from Kulaura junction reached
the spot and started repair of
rail tracks.

Polls monitors from
SAARC countries

start arriving
By Staff Correspondent

Some of the 40-member
South Asian non-government
team of observers have already
arrived in the. city to monitor
the June 12 parliamentary
elections. says a press release
of the Non-Government Elec-
tion Observers from SAARC
based at Dhaka Sheraton.

The mission is coordinated
by the International Center for
Ethnic St s {ICES) and the
delegates fnclude eminent
judges, parliamentarians, jour-
nalists. diplomats. civil ser-
vants. academics and constitu-
tional lawyers. The mission co-
ordiniator from Sri Lanka and

+eight of the delegates fram

stam have arrived, the re-
lease confirmed.

Historic
June 7
today

By Staff Correspondent
The Awami League and its

. front organisations will observe

the 'Historic 7th June' today to
Ea}' rich tributes to those who

ad sacrificed their lives for
the realisation of six-point
demand and release of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man in 1966,

On this day in 1966, a num-

ber of political activists were
killed by the then Pakistani
overnment of Ayub Khan as
Jengalees gave a call for a gen-
eral strike and (ried to orga-
nize a rally demanding realiza-
tion of the six-point demand
and release ol its architect,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.
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One more accused

in Shahabuddin
killing arrested
- Star Report

Shihazul Huq alias Zulu, 28,
ﬂnl ulhcrrnmm accused in the
iling of city Awami League
Iradﬂg and wgrd commissioner -
ASM Shahabuddin, was ar-
rested from area in

the city last nlﬁhL ,

Zulu was hit in his head
during an exchange of fire be-
tween his gang and detective

lice near the Plannin

ommission Office at around
pm. said a senior police offi-
cial.

. He was admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH). under the cu of
Detective Branch (DB). No ma-
or operation would be needed
or the injury, pelice and
DMCH sources said late last
night, _

Zulu was named as number
three nmnnﬁ( the 10 accused in
the FIR filed with Moha-
mmadpur police in connection

Sec Page 12 Col 2

Prisoners

released
Star Report

A number of prisoners have
already been released from dif-
ferent jalls in the c¢ountry un-
der the government decision
on remission of sentences.

The government had earlier
announced remission of prison
terms for certain categories of

prisoners.

A few thousand in
different jails would how walk
to freedom, some officials
pointed out.

"A section of the sOners
enlisted to be given it of

the announcement has already
been released an the others
in the list would be (reed
within a couple ol days.” said

See Page 12 col 8



