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indian batting genius Sachin
Tendulkar ence plaved county
cricke! for

Who wan | 00m women s urdies in the
Hth nanooal athichcs champonship .

Phone: (if any) . . ..

A.u;m:'bJaved

(Pakistan’'s fast bowler)
“In my opinion, it comes

Jrom eating habits. We are
meat eaters and that gives

strength -t;:f the In India
we agre told the rmuoru.y the
population is vegetarian. {lm
could be the reason because
there is little difference be-
tween India and Pakistan.”

On Pakist
Fidmh:tm:ﬂ“. ey b

All on canvas

ATLANTA, Georgia, June 5:
A limited edition painting of
Muhammad Ali winning his
1960 Ol ¢ boxing gold
medal wi ge unveiled here
next w:ck reports AFP.

Ali was known as Cassm&
Clay whenhe won the title.
era of his career captured un
canvas by artist Steve Kaufmman
in tribute to the\ centennial
Olympic Games here next
month.
- "l set out to Create a paint-
ing of Muhammad Ali that
would reflect his enormous
energy,” Kaufmair said. "He's
like a giant rainbow. To paint
Muhammad Ali, | had to use
the most brilliant colours I
could think of."

The painting will be un-
veiled at a private reception

hosted by Ali and Kaufman
here on June 13.

McRae wins
Acropolis Rally

From thc outset of the ‘996
Acropolis Rally, Colin McRae
had every intention of domi-
.nahng the field & claiming vic-
tory. & there was never a mo-

ment that the 27-year-old !
lost control of the number one
slot. Maximum points in
Greece has now elevated Colin
to 3rd in thc Drivers' World
Championshi
955 Subaru World Rally Team
at the head of the manufar::tur—
ers’ table, says a press release,
Competing in Greece for
the fourth time, victory was
cruelly snatched from the
world champion d 1994's
event — the last time the
Acropolis was a round of the
World Championship —
victory two years later all the
more sweet for the rapid Scot.
Piero Liatti once again
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Edgbaston Test begins todziz |

LONDON, June B/
India look o put
dressing room
rows, indifferent
lorm and a rain-
sodden early
. British summer

lh:m on Thursday

B

b —————

behind

MD AZHARUDDIN

when they face England at
ston in the Test of
their three-match series,

reports Reuter.

The visitors, who have won
just one Test match abroad in
six years. start as underdogs
against an English side show-
ing signs of revival after a dis-
mal tour of South Africa and
the World Cup.

But f the Indians can follow
the example set recently b
captain Mohammad Azharu
din, they have a chance nf
cllnchlllg their first Test
series win since 1986, when
Kapil Dev led them to victory
— over and.

Azharuddin is far different
to the man he was a month
ago. When he left India at the
head of a 16-man squad in late
April. he was unhappy with his

' batting and under pressure as

Azharuddln on his mettle

upu.ln hui a dazzling

ﬁﬂh mnth
The t middle-order
batsman, who has had two

-Ithl:awuhmxntyﬂdc
-hn-inﬂmmiy

In{n 68 mr?‘;‘ﬁﬂlm mnlh
while his leammates struggled

i cold.
" , just In case the

Englllh were doub his
muhndll:mn‘ntnu

nt in the final

oy BBl
! century

balls, the second 50 it off

just 27.

Puudonl over his captaincy
& remain, and came to a
hu.d last week when opener
t Sidhu guit the squad
returned humt citing ll-
treatment by his captain.

But A:hlruddin dismissed
the incident as "an unneces-
sary controversy  that would
not lower moral for the Tests.

On the field. India have
been inconsistent.

Their hlttlnf has some-
times shone through the
gloom of the English 'llll.'.-lthcr
with Azharuddin, Sidhu, Aj
Jadeja, Sachin Tendulkar -.ru;
Vikram Rathore all c
centuries. But they will be
looking to tighten up

. which cost them valu-
able runs in the one-day inter-
nationals. The home side won
that battle 2-0 after the first
match was washed out in the
rain.

As the English summer fi-
nally swings into view and
wickets at Test venues Edgbas-
ton, Lord's and Trent Bri
dry out, the visitors will
looking for more bite from
their bowlers.

Azharuddin tips leg-spinner
Anil Kuble as a mlt -winner

their '

at Edgbaston, despite a poofr
tour so far.
“llmmhnlimllnutn
hqucl:uinn in the Test
match,” he sald. "He is that
lutniuichtulndlnmml
worried at all about his form.
"We have several bowlers

MIKE ATHERTON

who are wicket-takers
at Test level and with our
baisman getting runs in the
matches with the counties, we
are in good heart for the Test

A revamped England are
similagly confident after their

bright one-day performances.

They welcome back Essex
middle-order batsman Nasser
Hussain, who has already hit
85 inst India this summer.
and in-form Nick Knight, re-

called to open the batting with
Mike Alherton.

Atherton., confirmed as
skipper for the series, teams
up with new coach and fellow-
Lancastrian David Lloyd in an
attempt to further lift England
from one of their lowest crick-
eting ebbs.

. championship kicks o

LONDON, June 5
(Reuter): Ger-
many start out as
the bookmakers'
favourites when
I the E an
on
Saturday but watch out for

| France, unbeaten in two-and-a-

hall years and with eight

. successive wins under their

belt.
The following is a group-b
group form guide to the l

nation finals :

proved himself a valuable asset

Bl.ellnhnmnj itained an im-

pressive pace 1 out his
:Iehuthcrupolis . his in-

ernce on
Erwlng that he is a major

The 34 year old frg;

gravel

ce to be reckoned with as
he equalled '& set some faster

;

" The fifth round of the

and kept the.

Group A: (England, N:thcr
lands,. Sculland Switzerland)
two question marks and two
outsiders.

The Dutch have so much
talent in their squad they munt
be favourites to top the
but an indifferent quali n
campaign and some up-an
t:lbwn results since give rise t.ﬂ
certain doubts about their abil-
ity to maintain traditional
clockwork orange standards.

But a team built around the
exciting Ajax Amsterdam side
with Danny Blind and Frank de
Boer directing from the back,
Edgar Davids and Richard
Witschge pulling the midfield
strings and Patrick Kluivert
and Dennis Ber p taking
pop shots at g haa the po-
tential to go all the way — if
they click.

England are harder
assess as they have not pla
a true co titive match since
1993. Only one defeat in the

last two years — (o world-
champions Brazil — suggests
they have steel but their per-
formances have lacked both
fire and invention.

Last time they hosted a ma-
jor tournament they ran out
winners in the 1966 World
Cup final at Wembley but then
they had Bobby Charlton and
Bobby Moore. Now they are re-
lying heavily on Paul Ince to
protect a suspect defence, Paul
Gascoigne to provide inspiraa
tion and Alan Shearer to get

oals — something he has not
one in an England shirt for
. almost two Je

Scotland will be fired up to
spring a surprise against old
enemies England at Wemble
but they have a squad whi:g'
could charitably be described
as moderate. The Swiss appear
in decline since coach
Hodgson left for Intcmaziuna.r:

to

- Milan.

Group B : (Bulgaria, France,
Romania, Spain)

France, the only onc of the
four not at the 1994 World Cup

Something better
than nothing

ATLANTA, Georgia, June 5:
The American boxer who ar-
rived too late for his first fi t
at the 1988 Seoul Olym
will be an Atlanta Gam:u vnl
unteer whose duties include
making sure his subject arrives
~on time, reports

Anthony Hembrick received
the ironic responsibility after
signing up to serve as a volun-
g];;pifur the Centennial

Cs.

Hembrick was disqualified
when he arrived too late for
his Olympic experience, in
part because a coach did not
understand a competition

schedule. .

Friendly soccer

Netherlands beat Ireland 3-1

o KT ) . Mtarea
on . Te-

pﬂl"l‘.l Reuter. Y

Nether!andl
(27th),

77th), Philip Cocu
[BTthl

Ireland — ﬂm Breen

—

{14 th). . -
«  Attendance: 17, Uﬂﬂ

ROTTERDAM, June 5: The

Denis
Clarence

Euro foes' brief feedback

[inals, mnow look head and
shoulders above the rest after
their stunning run of 22
matches without defeat., a
series which has included away
wins over [taly, the Nether-
lands, Germany and Romania
in a vital qualifying match.

Able to dispense with the
services ol Eric Cantona, the
French have, in new heroes
Zinedine Zidane and Youri
Djorkaeff, the most gifted mid-
field creators since Michael
Platini and Alain Giresse. A
tough defence and great mid-
field ball-winners in Christian
Karembeu and Didier De-
schamps give them the quality
of potential champions if the
lareaks go their way.

Romania, whose cultured
style dependends on the artful
le-ft foot of Gheorghe Hagi, and
Sjpain, who have a more pro-
saic game based on the power
and purpose of Fernando
Hivrro, should contest second
place with the more experi-
enced Romanians.

Bulgaria, World Cup semifi-
nalists two years appear to
be crver the hill ﬁ tgn onl
hope Hristo Stoichkov and g
Redisicover their old zest.

Gi'oup C: (Czech Republic,
Germ any, Italy, Russia)

Ge rmany are bookmakers'
favourites but that is based
more on their consistent past
recorcl of reaching the later
stages of tournaments rather
than ¢n the stre of their
squad as Italy and Russia ®oth
look a:s if they could be more
than a ymatch.

Italy have spluttered fitfully
in the b uild-up to the finals but
if Paolo Maldini, Dine o,

Fabrizic: Ravanelli, Alessandro
del Piero and Gianfranco Zola
open up on full throttle,
heaven help the rest.

Russiia have two of the most
dynamic bagk four players in
the world Yuri Nikiforov and
Viktor (Dnopko and, with
Alexande r Mostovoi supplying
the penet rative passes and An-
drei Kan chelskis at full tilt
down the wi
as impressive as in 1988
when, as the Soviet Union.
they reach ed the final.

' sight,

ng, they could be

The Czech - Republic arc
outsiders but periectly capablc
of staging an upset, all ol
which should give the Ger-
mans grounds to doubt. espe-
ci as key midfielders Andy
Moeller, Thomas Haessler and
Mario Basler have not been at
their best of late.

But il brilliant newcomer
Mehmet School takes up the
slack and his Bayern Munich
teammate Juer Klinsmann
hits his usual goal-scoring

heights, Germany could stay in
the hunt.
GROUP D: (Croatia, Den-

mark, Portugal, Turkey)
Denmark are defending
champions but Portugal, in
their first major finals in 10
years, and Croatia. com ng
at this level for the first time,
are favourites for the last E.tght
The imposin resence of
Hanch:sl:].m ﬁ:c‘) Ikeeper
Peter Schmeichel and the fra-
ternal alliance of the Laurdups
— Michael and Brain — may not
be enough for the Danes 1o re-
peat the fairy tale of four years
ago when they won the title as
last-minute stand-ins for sus-
pended Yugoslavia. Portugal
should be one of the most pol-
ished teams on view with Rui
Costa masterminding the op-
eration, Luis Figo jlnking
around every defender in
Domingos banging in
goals and Vitor Baia saving ev-
ﬂlhmg thrown at him at the

The Punugu:sc. who also
have the likes of Fernando
Couto, Paulo Sousa and Joao
Pinto at their disposal, boast a
new generation of players who
have matured at the same
time.

Croatia do too and many
other teams envy them a line-
up including Alen Boksic,
Zvonimir Boban, Davor Suker
and Robert Jarni. But ultimate
ambitions of glory must be

muted fear that their de-
ftn;:;: lacks the flair of their at-
tack.

Turkey, who have also quali-
fied for the first time, should
not expect miracles. Those
were all cornered by Denmark
in 1992.
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An AFP

plnoto shows the official mascot of the '98 World

Cup socce;r. The cockerel was created b;r an artist from

Montpellid r, France.

{ a strong line-up

LOS ANGELES, June 5: Flo-

rence Griffith Joyner, who set
world records in winning the
100-metre and 200m goild
medals at the 1988 Seoul
Olympics. will not compete at
the Atlanta Games due to ten-
dinitis, reports AFP.

hu:dmh . and her hus-
-COAac oyner gave

on their bid lu:F
of right injuries. His is a
sore muscle that

has him out of his

=
L Ly

rence because she was ruﬂy
of hm' hF ite depr
is wife. “It's mt
But at the same time, it mmng.
with the wins and losses.”
Both are 36 and were
seeking one final Olympic

tatives on the FIFA executive

committee, AFP.
Qatar football association
resident Mohammad-bin-
ammam secured 27 out of
the 37 votes cast at the con-
clusion of the three-day Asian

« Football Confederation con-

gress here,

Timothy a vice-presi-
dent of lhc Ho:_z Kong Football
Association son of Hong

m-hmn Henry Fuk
10 votes

Hamman was the clear

lavourite, backed by 19 coun-
lrl? ;ﬂ::u T]rgi?lh Fok H:“
on t
Chitsa. 7y nong nong
Henry Fok. a Kr nnd
hotles tyrmn wit ose Iinh

to China, had held Asia's seat
on the FIFA Exco since 1978
With his help, China took part
in the first Asian Games Iin
1974 and joined the Asjan
Football Confederation (AFC)
two years later.

He announced last year he

would be stepping down but
that Timothy would be one ol
two candidates to take over

during the wvote at the AFC
congress in Kuala Lumpur.

The AFC's other FIFA Exco
position is held by Saudi busi-
nessman Abdullah al Debal
South Korea's Chung Mong
Joon represents the AFC as
FIFA vice-president.

L
A tinge of
1 /

¢ lmnyl

PARIS, June 5 France's
Olyntpic synchronised swim-
ming team has chosen the
World War Two holocaust as
the theme for its performance
at next month's Atlanta Games,
reports Reuter,

The swimmers will goose-
slep into the swimming pool
to German military rhythms
and will also act out the arrival
of Jews at the Auschwitz Nazi
death camp, the French sports
daily L. Equipe said.

L' Equipe uoted the
swimmers and their coach,
Odile Petit, as saying they were
well aware that the theme
would be controversial, but
they did not intend to shock
spectators.

"I chose it as it conveys
emotions. Dur sport is a sport
of expression,” Petit said. "Our
message is an appeai to fight
racism.”

She recalled that Isabelle

and Paul Duchesnay had skated
on a-theme evoking torture in

U'IE: Chll:

erfectly knew that
lhis {:n d start an argument,
but the theme is merely a sup-
port for the choreography,”
the team's captain Marianne
Aeschbacher said.

Francis Lyce, president of
the French swimming federa-
tion, acknowledged the con-
troversial theme, including
Jewish ghetto songs and the
musical theme of Stephen
Spielberg’'s Oscar-winning

chindler's List,” had been
chosen with a view to enhanc-
ing prospects of an Ol ic
mcda% pe Aa ymp

"We took a chance for the
Olympic ballet. If we don't do
it. the team will remain in
fifth place,” he told L'Equipe.

Luyce said the swimmers
had already tested the ballet
and there had been no adverse
reaction from the referees,
although some spectators had
protested.

Christie duels
Mitchell 1n
Rome

ROME, June 5: Olympic
champion Linford Christie will
race can Dennis Mitchell
in both the 100 and 200 me-
tres at the Golden Gala Grand
Prix athletics event in Rome
un Wednesday., organisers said,

reports Reuter.

Olym 100 metres bronze
medallnt Mitchell, who has
been faster than Christie so far
this- year. had not been ex-
pected to compete in the 200
metres but decided to enter
late on Tuesday.

The surprise move ensures
for both rm:ﬂ.
with Namibia's dnubh: O
silver medalist Frankle
icks ru in the 200, Ind
Nigerian Olapade Adeniken
and American Jon Dgummond
com over 100.

itchell .and Christie were

expected to run ate 100
metres, heats, as did here
last year, but M said on

mhemwilhlqtnrm

matches
Spain, B

Fland Road, home of Premier
e

express their solidarity, burying their fierce rivalry for hosting of the W-rhi
Asian Football Confederation mngrm in Kuala Lampur on June 5.
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I’R()l*"ll,l'] OF EIGHT CITIES

LONDON, June 5
(Reuter): Eight
cities are -
ring for an

of 250,000 so-
coer. fans for Eu-
10986, the

event to be held in
since the 19&6 Warld

o
e

sporiin
ﬂlan
Cup.

Seven English Premier
league club and London's
W Stadium will host the

Eur an Cham urnlhip
mltrhﬂ June 8

Wembley, where Enlland
beat Germany In the 1966
World Cup final, will be the
venue fﬂrr England matches
against Switzerland, Scotland
and the Netherlands plus a
tmcr-nml. a semifinal and
the final

Birmingham. England's
second largest city with a
ulation of meore than one
million. Hes in the west Mid-

lands and is hoine Lo Premier
league teamn Aston Villa and
Birmmgham of the First Divi
sion.

Villa Park, home of Asion
Villa. will host three first
round matches, involving the
Netherlands, Scotland and
Swilzerland, and one quarter
linal

Birmingham. an industrial
utIy known for car building,

be laying on musiec and
sireet entertainment during
the championships
eds which Ilca in west _
?urknhlrc at the ' cmunrnad: of
Britain,” will hosting
mvulvm%ﬂ France,
ulgaria and Romania at

ue Leeds United.
ome to 700.000, Leeds is

trying to shed its image as a
grey. industrial city with an
urban

regeneration pro-
amme, which embraces 24-

our pavement cafe culture.
Leeds has set up a fan camp

with huge marquees for back-
packing supporters to sleep in
and has and exhibition
called more than a game' a
Mﬂlth‘lllﬂl{:nﬂf soccer culture

the 's perspective.
Liverpool, bi -+ of the
Beatles hrm"ﬂn Sea -
ll to rival English
mier league teams Liver-

and Everton. The city in
north west of En has
a population of 450, . nick-

named “scousers.”

Anfield home of Live
will hest matches invo ving
[taly. Russia and the Czech Re
public and one-quarter final.

Euro'96 celebrations will
include a Lord Mayor's parade,
a river festival on the :
sireet entertainment r:m'::n:.gy '
concerts and a festival in
St Park near the Anfield
ground.
Manchester,
first industrial city is home to
]Ft‘.::-p groups Simply Red; Take

at and Oasis. Manchester
United won the Premier

ue and F A Cup, their sec.

double, but neighbours

Manchester City were rele-
gntrd to the First Division.

city, with a ulation

of 500, OOJHmcumEnDE will be

hosting the Commonwealth

Games in 2002.

Old Trafford home of
Manchester United, will host
games involving Russia, Ger-
many. Czech Republic and Ilaly
and wIH also hold one quarter-
final and a semifinal.

Manchester's night clubs
such as "the hacienda" are lay-
ing on the main events for
Euro'96 and the pubs, clubs
and restaurants in the city
have been granted a special li-
cence to stay open later thar
usual. ]

Newcastle, once famous for
shipbuilding and coalmining, is
now listed as one of the
world's top 10 "party” cities.

The population of 300,000

the world's

:I‘E called Gmnl-euw o th!ﬂﬂ'rmd
ing George t name
is now used as a term of affec-
lion and to describe the local

d“m} hosti hes
is matc
involving France, B:.zg-nl and W4

Romania at St Jame's Park.
home of Newcastle United the
team which linished second it

the Eanglish championship this
year.

The city is Iuay'lng on 40
events a day to keep fans busy.
irciing a recwnstruction of
the litile known great fire ol
Newcastle and a huge not until
midnight beer tent. Europe's
biggest travelling funfair also
visited the city in June.

Nott is anindustrial
city In the heart of nd,
wi.F. & popu'ztion of 300,

The ity is home to Premier
league Nottingham Forest,
named after nearby Sherood
Forest where Robin Hood and
his merry men are said to have

lived
The city ground Notting-
ham Forest's me ground will
host matches inwiving Turkey,
Croatia and lrl‘::lrt al. s
During the champion
the city lE also holding the "_Iﬁ
ternational festival football

for the disabled and a medival

L

Sheffield home of the Bri-
tish steel industry is a city of
600.000 surrounded by the
Peak District National Park.

The city is Rome to firgt Di-
vision Sheffield United and
Premier league Sheffield
Wednesday. -

Hillsborough. the home of
Sheffield Wednesday, will host
matches involving Denmark,
Portugal, Turkey and Croatia.

Sheffield has the
returny of the tram to Britain's
sireets. The city is holding a
range of street entertainment
for vislunf fans including a
carnival style European wel-
come and a jaza fmﬂval-.

Thursday wit

i The winer

FIDE World Champienship begins today

ELISTA. Russia,
June 5: The FIDE
international che-
ss federation
World Champi-
onship match
opens here on
Russian title
holder Anatoly Karpov defend-

ing against Gata I{amakyn ;n Ag];

American colours, repo

The 20-game tourney is set
to run until July 14 with a two
million dollar purse put up by
an oil company and several
Russian banks. Victory will go
to the player who first reaches
10.5 points in a drawn ending

or 11 points with an outright

win.
ets 937.500

dollars and the loser 562,500
both players having agreed to
donate 500,000 dollars to a
children's fund in Kalmykia.

The Caucasus republic's
millionaire leader Kirsan
Ilywimzhinov is also FIDE pres-
ident.

He at first tried to organise

CROSSWORD By Eugene

£

the final in the  Iraqi capital
Baghdad. There was an outc
from European. American an

Canadian chess federations.

ANATOLY KARPOV
Kamsky refused the venue.
at the urging of the US author-
ities. He did not wane to jeop-
ardise his US resident's status.
The Siberian-born Kamsky and
his father moved to the West

Rarpov puts title on line

in 1989 and live in Brookl
New York. ]rn

When the FIDE chief
posed his own capital of E
instead, again refused,
fearing security problems for
himsell and his father who acts-
as his manager if they returned
to Russia, but eventually
changed his mind

To become official chal-
lenger. the 22-year-old won
candidates matches against
Paul Vandér Sterren of the
Netherlands, India's rapi
star Viswanathan .*'.rmnl:l...'iu'u}r
the Russian Grand Master
Valery Salvo.

Karpov, 45, is a veteran of .
the chess circuit. He was
world champion from 1975 tc
1985, when Russian superstar
Garri Kasparov wrested the
crown [rom ‘him. Karpov be-
came FIDE title hﬂdcrrgg beat-
ing Holland's top player Jan
Timman in 1993.
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