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HE whele nation is
looking forward to June

the 12th eagerly with high
hopes. Free and fair elections

on the day will put the country
on a more secure democratic

foundation, and will generate a
more secure basis for building
the future. The nation will as a
result be able to march to-
wards 21st Century and the
new millennium. which are
only a few years away. with
confidence and pride. Confi-
dence because the envi-
ronment can be enabling. fo-
cused on renewal and recon-
struction. And pride because it
will strengthen the opportu-
riity for a democratic social
order to flourish, raising the
prestige of the nation in the
world. As an optimis{, | envi-
sion this scenario to emerge.
Both the President and the
Chief Adviser have repeatedly
assured the nation that free
and fair elections will be held
on June the -12th. The Chief
Election Commissioner has
also repeatedly expressed his
determination to ensure free
and fair elections. The cam-
Eajgn by the political parties
ave been gaining increasing
momentum. Understandably,
there are now expectations
and uncertainties jn all camps.
Public opinion neration
and its utilization in national
policy making processes re-
main neglected in Bangladesh;
and opinion polling is yet to be
and organized here.
No doubt such polls are
indicative of the pulse of the
voters and may not always be
accurate even in countries
where poll taking has a long
history and is perly orga-
nized. In Bangladesh, this ac-
tivity, that encourages public
participation and raises public
awareness in electoral and
public policy making pro-
cesses, i§ of recent origin.
Over the past year, a few orga-
nizations have started conduct-
=

ing such polls. Bangladesh
Unnayan Parishad (BUP) has
been regularly implementing
public opinion research on a

wide range of subjects since
the early 1995.

On the value of public opin-
ion polling relating to elec-
tions, one may note that in the
Polish presidential election
last year, polls correctly pre-
dicted' a close defeat of the in-
cumbent president. Polls also
indicated the r showing by
the Congress Party and a
showing by the BJP in the ‘re-
cent Indian elections. Polls
found incumbent Israeli prime
minister losing ground fast
from a commanding lead some
months ago and predicted a
narrow win for him in last
week's [sraeli elections; in the
event, he lost narrowly. One
important thing that the opin-
ion polling does is to plug the
ordinary people into debates
regarding nattonal as well as
local policy making processes.
~ The .BUP conducted a na-
tional survey in late April
1996, which included ques-
tions relating to the forthcom-
ing elections. Some 50 per
cent of those polled declined
to answer the question as to
which party they would vote
for or said that they had hot
yet made up their mind. Of the
other 50 per cent, 19 per cent
favoured the Awami League
while 17 per cent favoured the
BNP, with 10 per cent opting
for Jatiya Party, 3 per cent for
Jamaat-e- Islami. and 1 r
cent for other parties. Another
survey was conducted by the
BUP during 26-30 May 1996
in 13 constituencies of Dhaka.

In this survey. 34 per cent of
the respondents either did not
answer the question or said
that they had not yet made up
there mind. Of the other 66
per cent, the support ex-
pressed in favour of the Awami
€ and the BNP is exactl
the same at 29 per cent, fol-
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lowed by Jatiya Party at 5 per
cent, Jamaat-e- Islami at 2 per
.cent. and other parties at |

per cent.
In February 199] elections.

all the 13 seats of Dhaka cov- -

ered in the latest BUP survey

e~ id T S

were won by il BNP. The re

spunidents ol the present sur
vey were dlso asked as how
they had voted in 1991 It was

incdicated by ‘48 per cent that,
at that time, they had voted for
the BNP. and by 19 per cent

that thev had volted for the
Awami League. It is therefore
clear that there has been a
siibstantial swing in favour of
the Awami League compared to
1991, This read with the na-

tional survey conductetl in

April 1996 would indicate a
favourable position for the
Awami League. However, the
volers who were either unde-
cided or did not answer the
uestion could make a big dif-
erence and, I suspect. they
will make up their mind on
the basis of how the top party
leaders and the candidates
come through to them as the
campaigns proceed.

As an independent ob-
server, | would like to make
the following few comments. |
have observed that over the
past few years the Awami
League president Sheikh
Hasina has matured admirably
as the leader of a major politi-
cal party that ts aspiring to
lead the nation. Since the
caretaker government was in-
stalled. her rformance has
been sensible, constructive
and purposeful. She has also
.done something. the like of
which is very rare, if at all, in
this country. She has apolo-
gized to the nation for any
shortcomings and failures of
the Awami League government
that was brie in power in
that extremely difficult and
irying period following inde-
pendence in 1971. '

It is my understanding that
the chairperson of the BNP,
Khaleda Zia enjoyed a broad

nion and Democracy

based support during the ini-
tial years of her Prime
Ministership. But she then lost
touch or failed to come to
with the overriding national
policy issues either by default
or because of a lack of focus on
her part. Let me méntion one
event, which | have referred to
in several of my writings. She
ave a keynote address at the
AQO Headquarters in Rome on
the World Food Day on 16
October 1992. | was present in

the audience as an FAO invitee.
In her speech. she showed a
sensitivity to a serious pre-
dicament imposed by the
economic reforms programme
in the context of paverty alle-
viation. It was a counrageous
statement highlighting severe
restrictions imposed by the
economic reforms programme
on the government's ability to
address poverty Issues the way
they should be. given the pre-
vailing realities. Unfortunately,
the challenge issued in that
speech never had any reflec-
tion on the policy making pro-
cess in the country. Moreover.
as time went by. she became
increasingly isolated from the
reality on the ground and the
people at large. perhaps as a
result of her oming a pris-
oner of the coalition of syco-
phancy around her. One also
notices an air of arrogance in
the speeches that she has been
making since relinquishing the
post of the Prime Minister.
The future of the country is
dependent on the kind of
leadership that will come to
power [ollowing the 12 June
* elections. I am sure, in free
and J{air elections, the people
will make the right choice.
And for that leadership to
perform well, national consen-
sus on major issues facing the
country will be needed.
Therefore, a process of dia-
logue and consultation would
be necessary. One institutional
mechanism that will need to

cated in different -]

be established is effective local
ﬁg\rcrnmcnt with appropriate
volution of jpower. Others
may include | mecha- -
nisms involving experts and
knuwledﬁahlc people at vari-
ous levels of administration —
from natienal to local — on im-
portant issues such as econ-
omy, education, and environ-
ment. Public opinions gener-
egitimate
ways may also be used prof-
itably not only in the policy
making but also in the dpoemnc
ratization process.
In the meantime, however,
it is the 12th June that all
are focused on. Let sani 3;3
returned with the establish-,
ment of the caretaker govern-
ment prevail and a new admin-
istration is voted to power by
the people in free and fair
elections. Finally, 1 wish to
fully endorse the view ex-
pressed by Mr Mahfuz Anam,
editor of The Daily Star, in his
signed article titled 'Army
Leadership Must Think Twice
Before owing Itself to be
Used Politically’ in the 4 June
issue of the paper that no one
must try to use the army for a
political purpose and that the
army leadership must not al-
low itself to be so used.
Indeed., the army has per-
formed its assigned functions
very sensibly, refrathing from
interfering with the political
Emccsa since the fall of
rshad autocracy. Internatio-
nally also, members of our
armed forces have earned na-
me and fame as UN sponsored
Eeace keepers under very
azardous circumstances in
different parts of the world. In
my travel around the world, |
have, with pride, heard it
-mentioned that Bangladeshi
armed forces were performing
Fraisewurth}r peace Kkeeping
unctions internationally, We
do not have much to be proud
of. Let this image of our armed
‘arras not be tarnished.

' FTER the Second Great
War, .the world was
divided into two camps
Western nations,

the cause of capi-
talism as the guiding principle
of the world's moral and eco-
nomic spirit., on one hand and
Soviet Russia and the Eastern
bloc nations espousing the
cause of communism as the
basic human docdtrine that
could establish equality and
justice in social and economic

— the
champio

tion for espionage of Judith
Coplon, employee of the Jus-
tice Department, the revela-
tions made in connection with
the trial of Alger Hiss, former]

of the State partment, an

the trial of the leaders of the
American Communist Party
were only the more prominent
among a large number of inves-
tigations and restrictive mea-
sures conducted by federal.
state and local authorities to
uncover or prevent communist

The Era of Anti-heroes

by Mahbub Murshed

communist “front” organisa-
tions. Beginning from 1950
and climaxing in May-June
1953. Senator Joseph Mc-
Carthy conducted his cam-
paign against communism with
35 days of televised hearings
before his sub-committee on
-investigations” of government
operations. He called and' ha-

published in the M.v 1991 |s-
sue of Dartmouth Alumni
Magazine. wrote. "My own col-
lege years were during the
Eisenhower administration. A
pervasive grayness hung over
us — a fine silt of ennui that
filtered into our dreams and

terms among peoples of all na--

tions, on the other.

Throughout the US and
urope., a collective
paranoia prevailed and fears of
an imminent attack from the
"Reds” were overemphasised.
In the t!Jnltr.d States. the con-
rept of an ima enemy
waiting at the d&‘T‘lmtgpt
dinary citizens and threatening

westiern

the very bedrock of American
life was h up in pos-
sible way by the media. art

and culture that glorified the
god-fearin
American ethos had declar
an unwritten war with the al-
ternative Left. ridiculing its
‘"mass” image and labelling it as
“antl national, traitorous and
A systematic cam-
out leftist sym-
pathisers among the intelli-
gentsia and art and culture ac-

simple. folksy.

heretic.”
paign to

tivists was carried out.

The spread of communism
in eastern Europe and the Far
aware-
Americans of
a possible communist danger
at home. The trial and comvic-

East created a
ness among
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The Oprah Show on Star Plus today st 2 PM

infiltration, espionage and sab-

. the success of
the New Deal Act of President
Franklin D. Rooseveli which
saved the US from the Great .
Depression of the
later, the Truman Doctrine of
and economic aid to
nations threatened by
the right-wing bigots
and propagandists unleashed
oft-violent and unprincipled
character assassinations and
libelous attacks on persons,
organisations and even gov-

ncies th thm.gut
professed liberal ideology. Se-

agencies private and confi
dential records to 'eke out the

careless accusations brought
great hardships Lo a number of
ple. The Korean War had
usi trﬁm and the Congress.
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dimmed our inchoate aspira-
tions. We thought of ourselw
as living in a post-heroic age
time not of heroes but of anti-
heroes — diminished Kafka-
esque figure whose broodi
alienation and misundersto
sensitivities expressed
shrinking limits of the human
conditions, We saw our world
reflected im T S Eliot's "The
Waste Land” and “The Hollow

‘H" bomb and former director Men.” Our novelists were
of Los Alamos Laboratory, was Albert Camus and JD Salinger
barred from access to classi our film-makers, Ingmar
fled material in the continuing Bergman and Francois
McCarthy-led campaign against  Truffaut: our playwrights,

Samuel Beckett and Edward
Albee. our philosophers. Rein-
hold Niebeur an
Sartre. Looming over us as a
popular
mented figure of James Dean,

icon was the

the 'Rebel Without a Cause "
The gung ho conservatism
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Saddam Hussein, the Muslim
cleric Omar ‘Abdel Rahman.
The wider kaleidoscope re-
mained blurred in the back-
%rmmd — the U2 spy plane.

ay ol Pigs. Peace March. My
Lai. Massacres of Sabra and
Shatila. Reverend Jim Jones
CIA bombings of Nicaraguan
ports. Col. Ollie North with his
prep school chauvinism and
misplaced adventurism be-
came a national "hero” because
he took on the Sandinistas. the
anti-heroes and helped the
Contras — the vanguards of the
iree warkd. Such an easy equa
tion!

Communism came down
with the tumbling of the Berlin
Wall. symbolic of the Cold War
Iron Curtain”. Now was the
turn of the Islamic fanatics —
the bad guys who bombed the
World Trade Centre — and be-
fore anvone knew jt. the per -
Fﬂmtnrﬁ of the heinous act of
ombing of the Oklahoma City
'r:-lnildmg. The media hate vit.
riolic was spewing. One elderly
lacly of a New Jersey suburb on
the eve of the trial of Omar
Abdel Rahman said. "These

ople should be kicked out"
late for hate. violence for vio-
lence, an eye for an eye The
emphasis here is on the

"ﬁfu le”. Not the lerrorist  Not
the fanatic It's so FASY whien
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you have your larger than life
anti-heroes lurking around
your premises for your Rambo,
John Wayne or Lieutenant Mc-
Cane (role played by Bruce
Willis in "Die Hard") to knock
them off in one swipe.

Even the Communist news
media did not relent in their
digs at the "decadent malicious
Western propaganda.” They
had only one official news
agency through which they
doled out bland, rhetorical
panegyrics of the State and the
Party reminiscent of the
"Newspeak” of George Orwell's
"1984°. The fearful panoply the
Soviet and their allied news
media adorned to intimidateé
their dissidents and critics.
especially during the Stalin.
Khruschev and Brezhnev era,.
unmistakably gave birth to ca-
cophonous diatribes and hate
words like “ernmemy of the
state . "enemy of the people”.
‘capitalist parasite” and
‘revisionist worm” etc. Thus.
Andrei Sakharov, Alexei
Solzhenitsyn, Zhores
Medvedev and Jeseph Brodsky
were among the countless
multitude who were con-
demned to hard labour in sub-
human conditions in Siberian
penal camps. Their "thought
crime’ and "double think" led
to their undoing. They were
the modern Soviet anti-heroes.

Perhaps no other people
are greater arti-heroes than

1100 Ghaave / amana

a8
le il

2:30pm Kismnoal

Wheel of Fowrtune

Hadal Gaya
12 10am Ravan 1:30 Mere Mes
Meri Geet 2:00 Yeadon Ki
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the defector spies. It is more
so because "they have to give
up all they know" — country,
political beliefs, family. rela-
lives. Iriends and entire posi-
tion in life. And in the matters
of British defectors Burgess.
McLean and Philby who were
the emblems of model British
society -— diplomats, pedi-
greed. Cambridge educated —,
trained by no other than the
master spy Anthony Blunt, one
felt the inculcated beliefs of
"heroism”™ going “awfully
wrong” in the ideological con-
vever belt. The cream of the
establishment inducted into
the service of the Queen and
the country, afer going
through the rituals of a fool-
proaf c%]ahtarian system and
thorough-bred public school
indoctrination, became a
source of consternation and
embarrassment to both their
native and adopted countries.
They became media celebrities
because they chose to be "anti-
heroes" in spite of what their
system had granted them —
wealth. class and position.

" But then everybody is
poised for some anti-heroism
these days. Kennedy woman-
ised. Nixon led. Prince
Charles and Lady Diana were
unfaithful to each other, god-
man Rev. Jim Bakker was
E;l“t'f of "moral turpitude”.

ike Tyson raped, Ben John-
son cheated. Saddam Hossain
became a "pet peeve’ by his
"megalomaniac visions” rock
stars Jim Morrison, Janis
sJoplin and Kurt Cobain died ol
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"drug overdose’. Our role
models have all been relegated
to "classic soap opera stars".
Amitabh Bachchan steals in
order to stay alive. Anil Kapoor
kills to avenge the death of his
mother. Shahrukh Khan takes
awway love that he cannot give.
The teenagers of Harlem
commit murder and arson be-
cause it is a tough neighbour-
hood. Tony D. of Detroit inner-
city admonishes his arrestin
officer, after being charge
with a crack possession rap,
"We are both busted, man." In
Colombia, the world moves ac-
cording to the dictates of the
Cali and Medellin drug cartels.
Even soccer star Escobar was
" bumped off when he acciden-
tally put' the ball into his own
net amd sealed the fate of the
Colombian soccer team from
qualifying for the quarterfinals
in the World Cup. Everywhere
it 1s symptomatic of the moral
sludge that spills over from
schizophrenic societies due to
breakdown of family values and
spiritual degradation all over
the world. From hero wor-
ﬂhiplpcra_ we have all become
devil worshippers simply be-
cause we care about daredevils.
Yet then, our cherished goal
is to find among us genuine
heroes. leaders with unifying
visions, who would energise
our imaginations and imbue
our individual lives with a
larger purpose. As Bernard
Malamud wrote in The Natural,
"Without heroes, we're all plain
people and don't know how far
we can go.”
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by Jim Davis

NOW THAT'S A STRONG
CUP OF COFFEE




