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C'wealth team
meets CA

A l4-member tion ol
Commonwealth election ob-
servers led by Tansridr Mohd
Gozali Shafie called on Chief
Adviser Muhammad Habibur
Rahman at his office yesterday
The Chief Adviser said. their
presence is a good si and
would help the E‘]ﬂcl:.llﬁ: ro
cess. He assured them ol all

€ ation., S
[t e, repe

CA visits Minist
of Information

Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman visited the
Information Ministry al the
Secretariat yesterday During
the visit. Information Secre
ﬂ Kazi Ragibuddin Ahmed

other officials ap
prised the Chief Adviser of vas-

ious development programmes
of the Ministry. reports UNB.
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EC warns 16 more for

DHAKA THURSDAY, JUNE 6 1996

violating COC

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday issued warnings
to 14 candidates and two lead-
ers of the four major political
parties for violation uf the
election code of conduct
(COC).

The warnings were issued
on the basis of recommenda-
tions of the district electoral
committees,

The EC had earlier ac-
cepted the recommendations
of the enquiry committees
against the dates and the
leaders for violating different
clauses and sub-clauses of the
COC, said an EC press release.

With these 16, the total
number of candidales and po-
litical leaders receiving warn-
ings from the EC rose to 100.

Of those warned ' yesterday:.
nine belong to BNP, three to
the Awami League, two to

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Part
Jamaat-e-Islami

They are: ASM Hannan Shah
(Gazipur-4), Mosharraf Hossain
Shajahan (Bhola-1). Hafizuddin
Ibrahim (Bhola-2), Major (rtd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed (Bhola-3),
Nazimuddin Alam (Bhola-4).
ASM Mostafizur Rahman
(Bagerhat-2), Jahan Ara m
(Rajbari-1) and Khairul Mia
(Laxmipur-3) of BNP, Dr HBEM
ﬂbal [Dhaka-10). Mir Sakawat

(Bager

(JP} and two to

t-2) and AKM
Shujahan Laxmipur-3) of
Awami League, Alhaj Ismail

Hossain Bengal (Dhaka-10) and
Maulana MA Mannan
(Chandpur-6) of Jatiyva Party
and M Nasiruddin (Naogaon-4)
of Jamaat-e-Islami.

The two leaders who were
given warning are Nurul Amin
alias Ruhul Amin of Jamaat in
Pirojpur and Nizamuddin of

BNP in Bhola district.

The violations included use
of coloured posters and loud
speakers beyond the specified
time, wall writings and bring-
ing out truck and bus proces-
sions. The EC asked the can-
didates to refrain from further
violation of the code of con-
duct.

UNB adds: The EC
Wednesday asked AL candi-
date for Dhaka-10 Dr HBM
Igbal to withdraw all multi-
colour posters under exhibi-
tion-2 series immediately.

It directed the BNP candi- -

date for Rajbari-1. Jahan Ara
Begum, to remove all wall writ-
ings within three days

The EC also as ed Ismail
Hossain Bengal (Dhaka-10) of
JP, Khairul Mia [Laxmipur-3)
of BNP and AKM Shahjahan
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Ballot papers for the June 12 elections being sent to districts from the BG Press in the city

yesterday.

— Star photo

the Awami

C'wealth observers to
send report to parties

Leader of the Common-
wealth Observer Group to
Bangladesh said in Dhaka
yesterday that his delegation
would assist ‘in whatever ways
we can in supporting the
electoral and constitutional
rocess in the country, reports

B.

Former Malaysian Foreign
Minister Tan Sirl Ghazali
Shafie, as Chairman of the
aoup. is leading the 12-mem-

r Commonwealth team,
which arrived on Tuesday at
the invitation of the govern-
ment, to observe the proceed-
lngs of thl: June 12 election.

m..\pu ective is to
uhacrv: tion and
cenduct of the l:lectlun in ac-
cordance with the laws of
h and to form impar-

tial ju ent based upon our
observations.,” Shaflie told a
conference at a local

_ mjﬂtu&y morning.

the polls., nor interfere into
the internal affairs of

Ba.lﬁadt:sh."
e delegation leader said

that on completion of their
task, they will present a report
to the Commonwealth
Secretary General, Chief
Emeka Anyaoku.

The Secreta
added, will make the report
available to the Bangladesh
government and to the politi-
cal parties participating in the
elections, and thereafter to all
other Commonwealth govern-

General. he

ments. .
Shafie said, in carrying out
the mission, they woul

main in close touch with the
major political parties. the
Election Commission, and
others involved in the election
exercise. .

“We look forward to being

briefed on the tions in
hand, and to ertn mainy
parts of the a:-«:nr.mtr}r before and

E’“‘M day,” he added.

i el e
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Fair polls must
for political
stability: Solarz

A former US Congressman
described the upcoming elec-
tions in Bangladesh as "one of
the most imporiant. if not the
most important eleclions in
the history of the coun and
predicted that "if Bangladesh
can achieve a relative amount
of political stability. then it can
maximise its efforts in stabilis-
ing other parts of its infras-
tructure.” reports BSS.

According to Stephen .J.
Solarz. former chairman of the
House Sub-committee on
Pacific and Asian Affairs. "free
and fair elections are neces-
sary to establish political
stability in the country and for
that matter in the region.” said
a USIS news report, released
in Dhaka yesterday.

Solarz will co-chair a
National Democratic Insjitute
delegation of Observers
mopitor the upcoming elec-
tions in Bangladesh.

Speaking to reporters at
the foreign press centre in

See Page 12 col 6
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Leader of t& E’mwﬂlth election observer lﬂlm Tnnln I}r Md (rnnnh Shafie

-ddrulm[ a press conference at a city hotel yesterday. — Star photo

Al : w serve mple’ not Ah[iem; to EC
ODSCIrVesS

party mterest. Hasina | - 77°

RAMSHEEL (Gopalgan
June 5 Awami League ch
Sheikh Hasina today said the
ousied BNP government had
degraded Bangladesh as a na-
tion of beggars and feared the
economy would be ruined f{f
Jre party is voted back to

self- it and free it

from the wvicious cycle of
Hasina, whe is contesting
the next election for
-Tungipara seat. said
would en-

sure balanced t of

all parts ol the country. "We'll
serve the people. we won'l
serve the ¥ interest, as Lhe
BNP did during its rule.

On the second leg of her
three-day electioneering tour
of southern part of the coun-
try. Hasina today addressed
nearly two-dozen meetings
Barisal. Madaripur. Gopalganj
and Faridpur districts.

The Awami League chief vis-
ited some remotest parts of
Lthis region. Her journey was
frequently - interrupted by en-
thusiastic people. particularly
women, who stood wayside lo
see her. Slogan-chamt peo-
ple were running with her
motorcade as she waived to
them and sometimes the
halted her motorcade to tal
to her.

Thousands of people
thronged the meeting venues.
A heart-rendering scene was
created at Ramsheel union col-
ﬁ“p‘uund in Kotalipara thana

Hasina said she had none
who can campaign for her as

See Page 12 Col )

Day

The Awami League observed
Antl-Terroriem Day terday
through rallies and demon-
stration across the counlry
demanding the arrest of ler
rorisis 1o ensure fair polls. re-
ports UNB.

In the capital city, it
brought out a procession, heid
a rally and submitted a memo-
randum to the Election Com-
mission demanding effective
measures to curb terrorisim.

The AL procession started
from the party office at Agar-
gaon of Ward 41 and ended
dl |slamia Eye Hospital cross-
ir;ﬁythrnugh an anli-terrorism

Addr the rally, Awami
League leader SAMS Kibria ac-
cused the BNP of resorting the
politics of killing and conspir-
acy and of unleashing terrorist
activities for last last years.

He said the country was
heading towards ruination due

See-Page 12 Col 2
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Prisoners may
be freed
from today

Star Report

Release of prisoners under
a government remission of
sentences for certain cate-
gories of prisoners is expecied
to start from today, accordin
to highly placed officia
SOLITCES.

Meanwhile, several boards
comprising the deputy com-
missioners. civil surgeons,
DIGs of prisons and the jail su-
perintendents all over the
country started enlisting the
names of prisoners to be given
benefit under the remission of
sentences.

The Daily Star had reported
earlier that invoking the
Section 401 of the Criminal
Procedure Ceode (CrPC) the
government has decided to
give remission of sentences to
some cat ol prisoners to
be effected from March 31
last. the day the caretakér gov-
frnmfnl started funchumng

Gﬁidehnes for
polls observers

The Election Commission
has released the guidelines for
observers with basic facts of
the June 12 parliamentary
election. reports UNB.

The [acts are!

Total constituencies: 300,
total returning officers: 67. to-

tal assistant returning officers:
506. total voters: 56.7 million,
total male voters: 28.7 million.

total female voters: 27.9 mil-
llon. total polling stations:
25.957. total polling booths:
1.14.749, total presiding offi-
25.957. total assistant
prrmdinﬁ officers: 1.14.749,
total polling officers: 2.29 498,
total polling officials: 3.70.204,
total contesting political par-
ties - 81, total available sym-
bols: 138, total contesting
candidates: 2574, total female
candidates, 36 (constituencies
48] Polling day: June 12, 1996.
Polling time (without break): 8
am (o 4 pm.

SC rejects
Mayeedul's
petition
By SC Correspondent

Former president HM Er-
shad finally stands
contest the June 12 parha-
mentary clection as the Appel-

late Division yesterday rejected
AKM Mayeedul Islam's petition

for leave to a against the
order of the High Court Divi-
shon.

The division bench of the
HC comprising Justice AM
Mahmudur Rahman and Jus-
tice Md Fazlul Huq by an order
dated May 19 lummnrlhr re-
jected Mayeedul's writ ttion
filed on the ground t Er-
shad is disqualified to be
elected a member of the par-
ament as he is a conwvict.

the order of the HC
Mayeedul, former minister in

Ershad ment, now his
rival c . a BNFP nominese
in the Kurigram-3 Jatiya

Sangsad constituency, pre-

ferred the petition for leave to

appeal before the Di-
See Page 12 col 6
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June 10 Public meeting_i

Enquiry report sent to

CA for disposal

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Election Commission
(EC) has finally sent to the
Chief Adviser the report of an
enquiry committee after it ap-
parently failed to determine
which party had first sought
permission for holding a public
meeting at the MAlanik Mia
Avenue on June 10.

As many as 49 days have
elapsed since the two major
parties — the Awami League
and the BNP — have been
trying to secure ssion to
hold their last WMHg
ahead of the Junc 12 polls.

Both the parties immedi-
ately after the polls date an-
nounced on April 27, had de-
clared the time and venue of
their last projection meeting.

A ban on all election cam-
Ee igns, as per law, 48 hours

fore the polls date comes
into eflect.

L {}ﬂlml ;.uun:ﬁ- indig¢ u”,j

that neither AL nor BNP is
likely to get permission for
holding public meeting on
their desired venue on tLhe
June 10. Both the parties may
be advised to arrange their ral-
lies at other venues they
added.

The Electoral Enquiry
Committee, in its report sub-
mitted to the EC on May 31.
said that it received no docu-
mentary proof to determine
which party had first sought
permission for the rally.

The committee, comprising
sub- iudge Nurul Islam and se-
nior judge Atigur Rahman of
Dhaka earlier heard the repre-
sentatives of the DCC. the
DMP. the AL. the BNP and the
Tejgaon, Mohammadpur and
Dhanmendi thanas following an
AL cnmp}aint Indgr;-r:l with the
2 :

~

Salman granted leave to
appeal against HC order

By SC Correspondent

The Appellate Division

anted Salman F Rahman
eave to appeal against the
' High Court judgement and re-
jected Dr Kamal Hagssain's
pra for disposal of the ap-
Fe before the June 12 par

mn_-hta? election.

The full benech of the
Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court presided over
Ih:?' Chief Justice Abu Taher

ohammad Afzal also rejected
another Era}rrr Dr 's for
stay of the election process in
the Dhaka-9 Jatiya Sangsad
cun-ttlutnrv till disposal of the
ap

T'hr hiplr,hrut judiciary of the
muntrjf urther rejected Dr

Kamal's prayer for dispensa-
lion eof the 'Paper Book' in view
of the hearing of the appeal
today or on the following
court-day.

Just after passing of the
order. Barrister Amir-ul Islam
wanted to know whether the
court would dis of the ap-
peal before June 12, the elec-
tion day. The Chief Justice
replied in the negative.

Giving his reaction immedi-

. ately after the judgement, Dr

Kamal said: "A son,

facie. a bank loan defaulter,

declared by the Ministry of

Finance, without being prop-

erly scrutinised is going to
See Page 12 Col 3

SIRAJGANJ. June 5. BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia today said her party had
foiled conspiracy to destroy
the democracy and kept the
democratic process ing in
the country, reports UNB.

"BNP introduced both
multi-party system and parlia-
mentary democracy in the
country.” she saild while ad
dressing a number of public
meetings in Dhaka. Man nj.
Pabna and Slralﬂan districts
on way of orth Bengal
lour.

She criticised her
opponents .
have _no relation with the peo-
ple. ° BNP remained be-
side the people in their time
of hardship.” she added.

Begum Zia ur them to
vole ‘sheal lnd
termed it the symbol -

political

"Help iupl'utu:tmg the

country's lmﬂaﬂuwm-c and
sovereignty a tinue the

saying that they.

BNP foiled plot against
democracy: Khaleda

trend of development across

the country,” she urged.
The B chiefl said the
. country and the people would

be affected seriously and de-
velopment endeavours be dis-
rupted if her party did not re-
turn to .
The Prime Minister
said many le were now
nﬁnur to door to bu
t money will not

because t come (o common
men only there is elec-
tion.

Begum Zia today addressed

meetings at I:’Ihmmnhnh.

Sadar andl Baniajuri in
Manikganj district and
Nagarbari at., Chinakhora

Bera in Pabna district,
Ullapara, Shahjadpur and
Sadar in district.

She int party can-
didates Barrister Ziaur Rahman
Khan (Dhaka-13). Advocate
Nizam Uddin Khan
(Manikganj-3), Khandakar

Deltwhr [hnﬁﬂ‘;ll‘!.
A K M Selim Reza Ha

SHP*I‘ZDHIE

vernment yesterday

di apprehensions about
shortfall in earnings
this fiscal year and forecast
I'.hilt the e would jn-
exceed the target de-
ﬁu the adversities caused by
pnl'ltk:al unrest., re-

T‘h: Him-tnr of Commerce,
at the 28th of the Ex-
port Promotion Council (EPC)
disclesed that the export

ea during July '95-April
‘96 stood at 3 166 million US
dollars.

The earmings marked an in-
crease by 9 per cent over the

figures of the orreqmﬂding
months of the last fiscal

fExport earning to

After a slowdown in the
troubled months of February
and March. monthly export
earnings climbed to 336 mil
lion dollars im . The Min-
istry expressed hope that

export earnings would exceed
the annual of 3.800 mil-

lion dollars the trend in
A.prll continued in May and

A-:hi-r.r for the Ministries uf
Commerce. Jute. Industries
and Textiles Shegufta Bakht
Chowdhury., who presided over
the EPC meeting attributed
the success (o

orts by the

private sector
He advised the exporters lo
be more dynamic and innova-

tive to face the challenge In
the -U Round global
tr ﬁmr He also stressed
the n for better coordina
tion among ministries to boost

exports.

Different chambers and
trade associations put forward
a total of 51 proposals for
consideration of the Council.
Both the i side
and the private seclor ex-
pressed concern at the trend
of ra non-tariflf barriers by

the coumntries to de-
veloping countries’ exports.
EPB Vice-Chairman Anisul

Huq Chowdhury cautioned the
exporters about growing

threats of neon-tariff barriers
against some of the country's
major items, including shrimp,
readymade garments and
leather.

Commerce Secretary A H
Mofazzel Karim advised ex-

porters, specially the people in
the shrimp sector, 1o do
with unholy practices m

rnumu the market.

to an analysis of
the export performance this
ear, readymade garments,
nitware, raw jute, jute and
chemical products fared better
than last year. On the contrary,
earnings from frozen f(oods,
leather and jute goods dro-

pped in spite of in thetr

international
Our Sta Enrrv: ndent
adds: FBCCl Vice-President

Rashiduzzaman Dudu,
litan Chamber
amson H C

Chamber Presidemt

Metro

President
. Dhaka
Hossain

were a the private-sector
leaders who spoke al the
meetin

FBC I Vice President sug-
gested for making export in-

come lax-free.

in a written paper. the
MCCI president su ed for
taking measures lo the 20

r cent nnunlcr-vikrﬁ duty
India on ng

lnc::m s, In viclation of
the SAPTA

cross target despite unrest, says govt

The BGMEA demanded
walving of pre-determined
value addition rate from non-
quota ready-made garments
items or fixation of the hi
celling of value addition at 10

per cent.

Bangladesh Jute Association
demanded implementation of
the directives to

waive interests on the due
loans' of raw jute exporters
and withdra of the system
ol "tax-al-source’

Senior offlicials of some
ministries and d riments

including foreign secretary
Faruque an attended the
meeting

v §
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By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) K:sterday started
despatching ballot papers to
dlﬂ'crmt districts of the coun-

On the first day ycat:rdag
ballot papers were sent to 2
districts. The Returning
Officers had sent trucks to
Dhaka with lice escorts to
carry the ballot papers directly
from the BG Prcss sources at
the EC said.

The EC, in its three-phase
plan, is expected to send ballot
pojvcr to 26 more districts
today. The rcmaining nine
districts, including Dhaka.
would be covered tomorrow.

Over 4 lakh forces
to be deployed
during election

More than four lakh mem-
bers of police. BDR, Ansars and
armed forces will be deployed
to maintain peace and disci-
pline for holding the coming
Jatiya Sangsad election fairly
and BSS.

is was atat vesterday at
the coordination meeting of
the law enforcing agencies
concermned with the election,
according to an official hand-
out.

Presided over by Home
Secretary Syed Rezaul Hayat.
the meeting laid topmost pri-
ority to coordination among
the law-enforcing agenéies
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of maintalmrcxiq law and
order during the election. The
meeting was informed that the
programme for deployment of

ice, BDR and Ansars at the
eld level has been finished.

Director General of Ansars
and VDP Major General An-
warul Kabir Talukder, Ins
tor General of Police Azizul
Huq, Director of Armed Forces
Division ier Alam Fazlur
Rahman, representatives of

. air force. BDR.

t gu and senior officials

the Home Ministry were
present at the meeting.

One killed, 8 hurt

in Sandwip clash

CHITTAGONG. June 5: One
woman was Killed and eight
others were injured when
some miscreanis attacked and

fired on inmates of some
houses at Harishpur union of
Sandwip thana this morning.
reports BSS.

According to district po-
lice, the clash erupted when a
grﬂup of Awami League sup-
gmem stormed the Zia

1 dropnds ;il_lufﬂc: last night
and drop the name plate of
the office, d

In protest against the inci-
dent, a grm.lgeuf armed mis-
creants numbering 40 to 45
ittack:d several houses of

wami League supporters and
later fired on thanP:s a result
seven persons, including two
women sustained bullet in-
juries. Of them Rashia m,
87, succumbed to her injuiics
at local health complex in the
aftermoon while the other
Abdul Karim was admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital with critical condi-
tion, the sources said.

Abdul Baten. Abdul Mannan,
Ashia Begum, Kazi Arif and
Saiful Alam are undergoing
treatment at local health
complex.

Shahabuddin

murder: Four

sent to jail

By Staff Correspondent

Four of the five persons ar-
résted in connection with the
murder of city Awami League
leader and ward commissioner
ASM Shlhlh.lddin were sent (o

ail
) m:‘e hmvrr continued
to interrogate Salimuddin alias
Sallu. one of the 10 accused in
the FIR. Sallu was placed on a
[resh two day's remand
Police said that the four ar-
rested rsons Faisal
Ahmed, mruzzaman Titu,
Anwar Hossain Khokon and
Dalimuddin Mridha — were

ﬂ'odueed before the Chiel
etropolitan Magistrate's

Court y morning.
Police was yet to ascertain
the motive ind the killing
of Shahabuddin who was
gunned down b iﬂ gﬂg ol
ngmen near his residence
.tmwm Agargaon Friday after-

——

“One murdered

in Mirpur

By Staff Correspondent

One young man Was Imur-
dered at Mirpur in the city last
night.

The victim i(dentified
Nadim. 20, was found at
Shah Al Mazar road with the
tendons of his hands and

cut, salid sources at the D
Medical College Hospital

Some y took Nadim
to the ‘M re doctors
declared him dead.

According to ce, Nadim
was fatally injured during a
clash between two gnupn of
terrorists at around



