The Daily Star-Students dialogue on June 12 election at the newspaper's Dhanmondi office

Monday.
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Daily Star-students dialogue on election '96

A free, fair and peaceful

election is their hope

A group of students from
diflerent schools and colleges
Momnday expressed Lheir
hopv that the Junie 12 parlia
meniary election would free
and [.ur and that or.ly the hon
est politicians would be
elected.

At a discussion meeting of a
dozen students tror: diffevent
schools and colleges, organised
by The Daily Star. they szid
that i1 the electicn is he:d
peacefully, taney would expedt
the next government to ke
more pairiolic ana accountab.e
to the people and the opposi-
tion more responsible,

They hoped that the armed
forces would uphold their irmi-
age by not interfering in the
country's politics ard they
should help the caretaker gov-
ernment in completing its task
of handing over power to a
democratically elected gov
ernment.

The enguiry committee re-
port on former army chiel Li
Gen ASM Nasim should not be
made public before the .June
12 election in order to avert
possible conflict between piir-
lies or postponement ot tae
election, the students said

The politicians should over
come their narrow party inter-
ests and serve the country's in
terest, they said. They should
also eliminate bureaucratic
tangles and corruption from
the administration in order to
free the economy {rom back
wardness.

The discussion was moder
ated by The Daily star Editor
Mahfuz Anam.

It was participated by Sha-

CA: Fair
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the recent incident invelving
her freedom fighter son

Replying to a question. the
Chiet Adwviser said there is no
constitutional requirement lor
the President to consult him
on defence malter.

Asked about existence of
dual governments, Habib said
"We are working under a
constitutional arrangement
and there is only one govern-
ment in this country and there
is no dairchy’.

"l have got a happy relation-
ship with the President. We
know each other for last two
decadés. | conducted his oath
when he became President
and he (President} conducted
my oath when | became the
Chief Justice and also Chief
Adviser of the caretaker gov-
erntiwent.” -

About press reporis that
Indian diplomats are moving
around the country and is con-
ducting a poll survey, the Chief
Adviser said all diplomats here
are good friends. "If they move
around. we know where they
are going and with whom they
are talking. They also give
prior notice about their
movement.” he said.

India was a great Iriend of
Bangladesh during the

Hearing of Salman's
petiiion today

By SC Correspondent

The hearing of Salman F
Rahman's petition for stay of
the High Court Judgement on
Dr Kamal Hossain's writ peti-
tion will be held today in the
Appellate Division.

The division bench of the
HC comprising Justice Qazi
Shafiuddin and Justice Syed J
R Modassir Hussain on May 30
by a judgement set aside the
order of the Returning Officer
accepting Salman's nomination
Eaper and the order of the

lection Commission express-
ing it's inability to review the
said order of acceptance.

The HC also remanded the
matter to the EC for it's dis-
posal with an observation that
the EC holds power to review
any order passed by it's func-
tionaries.

By Staff Correspondent

hed Masud ol Dhaka College
Quasif Ridwan of Udayan Vi-
dalaya, Zahidur Rahman and
Ashek Rahman of Government
Laboratory School. Imtiaz
Faruk of St. Joseph's School,
Nuzhat Mahzabin and Tasneem
Zakaria ol Holv Cross School,
Sabera Arefin of Vigarunnesa
School, Mahbuba Khanam
Mukta, a former student of
Vigarunnesa, Adeeb Z Mahmud
ol Notre Dame College, and
Galeeb Hamid Pratik of Khulna
University

Besides their expectations,
they also expressed their fears
that different conflicts, which
were already taking place,
might not lead to holding a
free and fair election.

They expressed their frus-
tration about the economic and
political developments of the
country saying that the politi-
cal leaderships had disap-
pointed the voters after going
to power in the last 25 years
by forgetting their actual role
and by acting under narrow
sell interest

The students observed that
repeated autocratic rule since
independence had destroyed
the healthy political culture
and they urged the politicians
to prove their love for the
countryv by practicing a healthy
politics of cooperation.

'l hope this election pre-
sents the nation a government
which will restore the spirit of
the Liberation War, put an end
i polities which exploit reli-

Jion and would find patriotic
soluticn to the bilateral prob-

election

Liberation War, he said and
ruled out any apprehension
about the closest neighbour.
The Chief Adviser told a
questioner that there is no
possibility of releasing Ershad
on parole for election purpose.
Jativa Party leaders, includ-
ing Begum Rowshan Ershad,
had met him on four to five
occasions, he said adding that
he had told them ‘I am bound

" by law'.

Asked whether any action
would be taken against nine
returning officers, against
whom BNP brought allegations
of being partisan. Habib said he
would not transfer any gov-
ernment officials before the

polls if the Election
Commission does not feel it
necessary.

Holding an election in a de-
veloping country is a gigantic
task and it is a more difficult
task to hold two elections in
four months. he said.

When asked whether he
feels uncomfortable with his
present job, the Chief Adviser
said that his present job was
not a comfortable one. "When
vou take responsibility you
should pot think of comfort ...
This is a difficult task but |
don’'t want to run away”, he
said.

"My anxiety is to give ex-
pecled facilities to the parties
laking part in the poll,” he
said

World Environment
Day today

The World Environment
Day will be observed in the
country as elsewhere in the
world today. reports UNB,

"Our Earth, Our Habitat, Our
Home" is the theme of this
year s observance of the day.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas in a message yesterday
stressed the nee or con-
certed efforts of all to make
the cnunu;y‘s environment
more beautiful and healthier.

UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali has
termed the day as a call for
conscience, and a call for ac-
tion. "Let us enlighten our-
selves, not only for the benefit
of our own lives, but also for
the well-being of generations
to come," he said.
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lems with India " said Ashek
Rahman.

‘The next government
should discourage students
politics and invest more the
education sector of the n
try.” said Tasneem Zakaria

She also saild that the next
leader of the country should be
consistent about his or her
pledges and policies and would
put an end to destructive poli-
tics.

“The party which would not
win the election should accept
its defeat naturally and [ ex-
pect the Opposition of the fu-
ture governmen! would refrain
from making protests which
alfect the whole nation.” said
Quasif Ridwan.

"Even after 25 years, our
leaders argue who declared
the war of Independence. This
should stop,” said Imtiaz Faruk.

Mahbuba Khanam said that
the next government should
build up an economic base
which would be a model for all
parties and all future govern-
ments would continue to de-
velop it.

Adeeb Z Mahmud noted

" that politicians should help

themselves in maintaining the
morals they preach, because it
was them who mostly violated
those morals.
He added that the parties
t away safely from the public
v making promises of finan-
cial benelits in their mani-
festos without mentioning how
they would find the money for
those purposes. "They should
come up with a clearer vision.”
he said.

Acute water
shortage 1n
city likely

By Staff Correspondent

The city dwellers are likely
to feel the shortage of water
more as the extraction of wa-
ter was decreasing due to the
ongoing load shedding, ob-
served some officials of the
Dhaka Water and Swerage
Authority (WASA).

Extraction of water by the
WASA has gone down by four
crore litrées on an average ev-
ery day. due to the ongoing
loadshedding in power supply,
according to official sources.

A senior official of WASA
3uutjng the log book of average

aily production said that from
May 5 to May 10 the produc-
tion of water was lower by 4.01
crore litres every day, while
the average production went
down by 4.11 crore litres a day
between May 11 to May 17.

According to the official es-
timates, the requirement of
water in the city is 130 crore
litre a day, while WASA has a
daily production capacity of
18 crore litres. The shortage
of water in the city was around
49 crore litres every day. It,
however, has shot upto 53
crore liters a day due to load
shedding, the officlals pointed
out

Opinion poll
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others,

In urban areas, 30.5 per
cent of respondents would cast
their votes for BNP, 31.5 per
cent for AL, 11.8 per cent for
JP and 5.3 per cent for JI
while 15.7 still remained un-
decided.

In rural areas, 26.4 cent
of respondents would cast
their votes in favour of BNP
and 30.1 for AL. The JP and JI
would draw 12.1 and 7.2 per
cent of votes respectively.

Regarding the role of the
administration, 68 per cent of
respondents said the adminis-
tration would be neutral.

Fifty-nine per cent favoured
deployment of army, 51 at-
tached importance to ensu
administration's neutrality
45 per cent wanted to see
more assertive role of the
caretaker government as nec-
es steps to ensure a safe
and fair election.

Thirty er cent voters
listed to BBC while 13 per

{ rated Radio Bnn‘ladﬁ
and 10 per cent as
most reliable media on public

| information.

At least 15 people were In-
jured when an u ruc-
tion building collapsed on
them at the Zia International
Airport (ZIA) yesterday after-
noon

Eight of the injured were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH),
hospital sources said. Most of
the injured were construction
workers at the site, sources
added.

The accident occurred
when the underconstruction
building for the extension of
the airport terminal-cum-

near the Domestic
Termi broke down,
official sources said. The con:
crete roof was carpeted yes-

Gen Nooruddin
recovering fast

Lt Gen (retd) Nooruddin
Khan who is now undtri&ing
treatment at a Singa o8-
pital following a r accident
while going to his constituency
recovering fast and is ex ted
to return shortly. a family
source told BSS in the cty yes
terday evening

The source said Gen
Nooruddin expressed his grati-
tude to the people for wishing
his early recovery and said he
was sorry for not being able to
remain with people of his con-
stituency due to the accident

Sallu
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Earlier on .‘-a'n’:ll'hi||.:r1|:la_l|.r he was
placed on two day police re
mand

Nine other accused in the
case were yet (o the killers of
city Awami League leader and
ward commissioner Shahab
uddin went into hiding outside
the «city, police officials
suspected

special teams ol detective
Eollrr made several raids in

arayanganj, Gazipur Savar
and olher adjoining areas of
the city in search of the nine
accused, police sources said

Police could not ascertain
the motive behind the killing
till yesterday. A senior police
official said last night that the
motive could be known as soon
as the other accused were ar
rested

Detective police has con-
tacted the families of the ac-
cused to know their where:
abouts.

Meanwhile. the four other
persons arrested in this con-
nection and now on police re-
mand are likely to be produced
before the CMM's Court today
police said '

ISPR: Comments
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regulation . the release said,
adding: It is regrettable but
true that various guestions are
being raised by some people
without knowing fully the rules
and regulations of the army
and despite the fact that a de-
tailed explanation had been
given on the matter earlier by
a press statement. Such things
are not desirable for the patri-
otic citizen.

It is needless to say that
Bangladesh army is our na-
tional army. As a national insti-
tution it cannot be a partisan
organisation of any particular
party or opinion. the ISPR said
adding: Involvement of army in
politics is not desirable and
similarly it is not proper for
the patriotic citizens to raise a
debate on the institution.

The ISPR said Bangladesh
army, created through a bloody
independence war, is a well-
organised, well-educated and
disciplined institution where
every member is bound to
abide by the existing rules and
regulations of the army.

The ISPR mentioned that
there has been a well-defined
policy as well as rules and reg-
ulation to manage all activities
of ' Bangladesh army. In the
natural course, steps have been
taken as per rules and regula-
tions on the recent happen-
ings in the army, it said.

Dhaka-8
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candidate Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin.

Supporters of the rival
candidates were seen busy do-
ing door-to-door campaign.
The candidates themselves are
delivering speeches near mar-
ket places and other spots to
rau?' support for them,

n Chawkbazaar, Azimpur
and Palashy areas of the con-
stitluency., colourful posters
published by the Election
Commission were seen draw-
ing voters' attention. These
posters called for maintaining

a congenial atmosphere free
and fair elections.

AL to observe
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the Election Commission
Secretariat at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar to submit a memoran-
dum, according to a press re-
lease.

The cultural wing of the AL
Central Election Steering
Committee (ALCESC) will ob-
serve the anti-terrbrism da
through a function to be hel
in front of the Jatiya Press Club
at 5 pm today.

Ban on arms
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Sﬂstﬂiun 17 ‘Ka' (2) of the Arms
However, law-enforcers in-
volved in maintaining law and
order for smooth voting, set
for June 12, and security
guards of government, semi
and non-government offices
and establishments will be ex-

empt from the order.

By DMCH Correspondent

- cées brandishing firearms
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tcrdar morning, the sources

Those admitted to DMCH
were |dentified as: Mojibur
30, Jahangir, 25 Milon. 24,
Haﬂi:.ltldriﬂ, Mojibur, 40, Latif,
28, Hossain, 38, and An
war Hossain, 40.

Meanwhile., those who were
released after given first aid
were identified as Dulal 25.
Yunus, 35, Malek. 18 Abul
Hossain, 28, Monzur, 18. and

Yakub, 40, the hospital sources
said.

‘Awami terrorists'
moving freely,
says BNP

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) yesterday accused
the caretaker government of
being reluctant to arrest
Awami terrorists’ moving
freely in almost all constituen-
re-
ports [UNB

Talking to newsmen at
BNP's Kakrail office yesterday
evening. a spokesman for the
party alleged that despite spe
cilic
police did not take any action
again sl them

Anwar Zahid member of
BNF's national election coor
dination commitiee. men
tioned that a party candidate
and over 40 workers were in
jured in an attack by AL a«
livists in Jamalpur on Sunday

BNP candidate
stabbed

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, June 4. The
BNP candidate from Jamalpur
3 constituency was seriously
stabbed allegedly by some
Awaml| League activists al
Teguria Bazar under Madargan|
thana on Sunday evenir

He was altacked wh‘lft lead
ing an election processiorn

He was admitted 1o the
Melandaha thana health com
plex

Ballot papers
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tees (DEEC). officials said

They said the DEECs sent
135 recommendations to the
EC and of them 84 allegations
were proved

On the other hand., 160
foreign observers have so f{ar
confirmed the EC to monitor
the June 12 election.

More than 30,000 local ob-
servers from different organi-
sations. including individuals,
have sought EC's permission to
waltch the polls.

charges and evidences |
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Corded Conventional Kettle

Fast boil: | Litre in just over 3 minutes.

AL urges CA to
intensify drive
against terrorism

Awami League da
urged Chief mmmr’r
mad Habibur Rahman to inten-
sify the drive terrorism
for smooth hel of the next
week's parliamentary eélec-
tions, UNB.

An Awami League delega-
tion, led by SAMS Kibria, the
co-chairman of the ‘plﬂy'l
Central Election 8§ uﬂng
Committee, met ur wi
the Chief Adviser at his office
in the afternoon.

The delegation expressed
their apprehensions about a
free and fair polis following
what it said pre-planned sieps
taken by a quarter to destroy
the congenial atmosphere and
finally to foll the election.

Disclosing this at a press
briefing, Kibria sakd: "BNP's
motive is clear: they want to
foil the election.”

Referring to Monday s at

\
|
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tack on two police stations, he |

said there cannot be any con

enial atmosphere for election.
if the terrorists know that they
would be released hly their pa

tron political party by gherao
ing the thana soon after their
Arrest

Writ against Ershad
SC order on petition
for leave to
appeal today

By SC Correspondent

The order on AKM Mayee
dul Islam’s petition for leave Lo
appeal against the High Court
order rejecting the writ
petition flled challenging the
candidature of former
president HM Ershad will be
passed today.

The Appellate Division yes
terday alter hearing both the
parties fixed today for order

The division gcm:h of the
HC comprising Justice AM
Mahmudur abhbman and
Justice Md Fazlul Huq by an
order dated May |9 sumimnarily
rejected the writ petition field
against Ershad by his former
minister Mayeedul Islam, now
his rival candidate, a BNP
nominee in the Kurigram-3
Jatiya Sangsad Constituency.

e only ground of the wril
petition was that Ershad is
disqualified to be elected a
member of the parliament as
he is a convict.

NEW DELHI]. June 4. The new Indian
welcomed Pakistan s offer to resume bilater

Dacoity at a
city house
By Staff Correspondent

A gang of four armed da-
coits ed cash and valuables
worth about Tk five lakh from
a house at Babar road under
Mohammadpur thana in the
city early hours of Monday

The unidentified gang.
armed with sawed-off rifie
dagger and other sharp

weapons, entered the ground
floor of the house at Babar road
in Mohammadpur. at around
J3:45 am, according to the FIR
filed with police

They broke the window
grills and tied the family
members. The gang assaulted
themm and threatened them
lamily sources said

Breaking the almirahs. the
dacoits took away cash and
valuables including gold orna

ments and four expensive
wrisl walches. according to
the FIR

The owner of the house.
Alauddin Sikder. filed a case
with Mohammadpur thana in
this connection

JP notice
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in favour of his release and if
we do not get any response we
will flle a writ petition with
the High Court on Sunday,”
Ershad's lawyer and Jatiya
Party leader Barrister Shahadat
Hossain told a press confer-
ence yesterday

He said that before taking
the 'legal step’, Jatiya Party
would make allout efforts for
the party chief's release on pa-
role ahead of the polls. It Eau
now started Its legal battle to
justify the dem . he added.

Jatiya Party Election
Steering Committee Chairman
Sayeed Tarek said that his
Earty had submitted the text of

rshad's speech for television

to the authorities concerned
alter receiving a letter from
the Information Ministry.

ment today
talks after a gap
of more than two years on Kashmir and other contentious
issues. reports AP

_—_———__——-——“

JCD leader held
Lo :

SIRAJGANJ, June 4: Police
arrested a central leader of the
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal LCD).
the student wing of the BNP,
from Goshala area in the town
on Menday t. Police said,
Sohe] Rijwvi . the central
committee mem of the JCD
and former VP of Sirajganj
University College, was ar-
rested in a case reports [NB.

Beximco loan
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their Beximco group. had loan
liabilities of over Tk 118
crores to [FIC Bank in those
| 12 accounts
J30. 1993

The liabilities
resc heduled for r t of
Tk 10 crore within June 30,
1994 and the balance in 15
guarterly instalments starting
rom September 30, 1994, on
an undertaking by them
that in the event they default
to pay any one instalment then
the entire amount would be-
come payable at a time.

An instalment of Tk 6.3
crore became due on March
30. 1996. but they failed to pay
the same and asked the
managing director of IFIC Bank
lor rescheduling the loan re-
payment

The petitioners further al-
leged that the said managing
director of IFIC Bank, wit t
obtaining the approval of the
Board of Directors of IFIC
Bank. forwarded the proposal
to the Blnfr

Meanwhile, Barrister Fida
Kamal vesterday said in a press
release. it was also alleged that

the Bangladesh Bank pur-
ported to approve the
rescheduling without approval
of the Board of Directars of
[FIC Bank.

Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud., Barrister Fida M
Kamal and Advocate Humayun
Kabir Sikder appeared for the
petitioners in the writ peti-
tions

were

as on Septemberf |



