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him by Lech Walesa (L), former president of Poland,
during a visit to the White House in Washington on
Monday. Clinton carried the book, entitled "Lech Walesa,"
as the two men walked through the White House's Ross
Garden. —AFP/UNB photo

Al likely to visit Kashmir : aoes,

International is e ted to visit the strife-torn Indian state
of Kashmir later this year. the chairman of India’'s National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) said, AFP reportis fromn
New Delhi.

The Times of India and other newsgapers quoted NHRC
Chairman Ra Mishra as saying in the town of Shimla
on Monday that the London-based human rights organisation
was likely to visit Kashmir in July er August. Mishra said the

evious nt of former premier P V Narasimha Rao
ad agreed fo allow amnesty to tour the troubled Himalayan
region at the invitation of the NHRC.

New S Korean er named:
South Korean President Kim Youn yesterday named
career politician Kim Soo-han as Speaker of the newly-
elected National Assembly despite a threatened opposition
boycott of parliament, a presidential spokesman said, AFP
reports from Seoul.

The appointment of Kim Soo-han, 68, came afier the
ruling Korea Party (NKP) said it would unilaterally push for
the opening of the assembly on Wednesday despite the
boycott threat. The main opposition Natiomal Congress for
New Politics [NCNP) and the second osition United
Liberal Democrats (ULD)) are protesting the NKP's mustérin
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Jose Marcelinoe Carlos Moco and his cabinet

Mi .
were sacked Monday, according to a gresident decree, AFP

It said Pres Jose Eduardo Dos Santos was replacing
Moco with Fernando Jose De Franca Dias Vandunem. the
current Speaker of Parliament. Another decree gave Van
Dunem up to five days to form a new government,
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Syrum.E tian FMs in KSA: ».
Syrian and E n PForeign Ministers Monday arrived in
Riyadh on a surprise visit to Saudi Arabia for talks with their
Saudi counterpart Prince Saud al Faisal. AFP reports from

The visit, reported by the official agency SPA. of Syria's
Faruq al-Shara and his tian counterpart Amr Mussa came
only hours after talks between Egyptian and Syrian leaders in
Cairo. Egyptian President Hosni-Mubarak and his Syrian
counterpart Hafez al-Assad both veiced pessimism at the
future of the peace process and urged Arabs to work together
in face of the victory by Israels rightwing leader Benjamin
Netanyahu in Wednesday s elections.

Swedish PM in Latvia: Swedern supports

Latvia's desire Lo jeinl NATO and the European Undon,
Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson sald Monday, AP
reports from Riga.

"Each country has to set its securily procedures.” Persson
sald at a news conference during his one-day visit to the
former Soviet republic. "Now we that Latvia wants (o
become a NATO member " the Baltic News Service quoted
him as saying. “We respect it. and we have to do all possibile to
back Latvia in this process.
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Denqxs fever kills 117 in Indonesia:
Dengue has infected 5.373 people in Indonesia so far
this year, killing 117 of them. a press report said in Jakara
yeﬁtud.zvm reports from Jakarta

The fever, wransmitted by mosquitoes, has struck in 11 of
Indonesia's 27 provinces, Director General for the
Eradication of Eunuﬁm:: Diseases, Hadi Abednego. was

uoled by the Antara Agency as saying said
ghc fever has caused the hi casualties in east Java,
infecting 2. 484 le. and killing 57 of them. Jakarta took
second place with 1 880 people | and 28 fatalitises

24 more executed in China: rve
jour people have been execuled as part of China's campaign
against crime, toe hundreds already carried out,

accordi to Chinese press reporis reeeived in Beijing
vesterday. AFP says from Beijing

Rabbani ready to renegotiate
power sharing deal
with Hekmatyar

KABUL. June 4: Alfghan "We ho the Taliban
President Burhanuddin Rabb- mindful d'tE: conseguences of

:mi.h la.i{{ htu;u r:agy}r war, will follow the path of un-
o the renegotiate recen -

cane St dlraﬂanding and negotiations
with former premier Guibu- The Taliban. besieging

ddin Helkmatyar if his key
rivals decide to join the

government, reporis AFP.
“Eve:ythi.ng can be renego-
tiated.” the embattied presi-

dent who w a political and
military pact with Hekmat

Kabul for more than eight
months, have so far refused io
hold talks with Rabbani. dub-
bing his administration as
"corrupt and un Islamic.”

Dostam. whose natienal

ar
on M _told a r : movement comtrols several
mﬁ,—:_ northern provinces, has also
rejected similar offers in the
He renewed his offer to the past.
Taliban Islamic militia and the Our call te all Afghan

northern warlord general
Abdul Rashid Dostam and
urged them to join the intra
Afghan dialogue aimed at

groups is a message of peace.
an invitatieon to peace and an
appeal for peace,” Rabbani
said stressing that the accord

broadening the base of gov- with Hezb-i-Isiami of
ernment. Helemiat was not against
Rakbani said he had already other pa,:; =2
riespatched a " goodwill” dele-

gation to Destam's ar- Under the accord
lers im Mazar-i-Sharif an- Hekmatyar will become prime

minister of the war ra
country while defence fi-
nance ministry portfolios will
also go to the faction

other government team would
be sent te southwestern
Kandahar also for talks with
the Taliban leadership

4 il : al
US President Bill Clinton (R) points to a book presented to

|

'‘BJP to usher in
equality if voted

back to power'

BOMBAY. June 4 : Former
Indian prime minister Atal

Bihari Vajpayee said Monda

that his ousted Hindu national-

ist pialu-t;_.r would wusher in

‘equality” if voted back to
, reports AFP.

“Our goal is a Hindu swaragj
(Hindu self-rule),” Vajpayee
told several thousand party
workers at a rally here.

"Hindu swaraj means equal-
ity to all people and appease-
ment to none”, Vajpayee said,
adding, "That is our ultimate
voal.”

The tenure of Vajpayee's
Bharatiya Janata Party TEJP.
indian gopl:‘_s Party) govern-
ment was abruptly ended on
May 28 when leftist and cen-
irist
300 MPs in the 545-seat
Lower House joined together
lo seek power.

Vajpayee,. 69, a respected
politiclan, said his 13-day gov-
ernment was formed without
any love for power but for the
welfare of the people.

'IRA ceasefire
before talks

extremely remote’

LONDON. June 4 : The BBC
on Tuesday quoted an uniden-
tified senior IRA source as say-
ing prospects for a renewed
IRA ceasefire before round-
{able talks start next week are
extremely remote, reports AP.

The British t has
insisted that the Irish
Republican Army's political
, thé Sinn Fein party, will
not be allowed to take part in
the talks on the future of
Northern Ireland due to start
Monday without such a cease-
fire.

The IRA ended a 17-month
ceasefire on February 9 with a
truck bomb in London's
Docklands business district
that killed two people.

Sinn Fein president Gerry
Adams says his party has a
mandate to take part in the
talks after it won 15.5 per cent
of the vote in a special
Northern Ireland election on
Thursday.

Europe must look
to its own defence.

says EU chief

CANBERRA. June 4 ;: Euro-
pe must take more respo-
nsibility for its defence. Europ-
ean Commission vice-presi-
dent Sir Leon Brittan said
Tuesday, reports AP.

"In the post cold war world
the United States is entitled to
demand that others take on
their fair share of protecting
the free world.” Brittan said in
a speech at the Australian na-
tional university.

"Europe must now take
more responsibility for its own

se.

"This does not mean that
Eu an co-operation need
conflict with or undermine our
obligations to NATO." Brittan
said

"On the contrary. European
defence co-operation could ac-
tually strengthen NATO.

" would do s0 by allowing
Europe to act together outside
the strict NATO framework
but under NATO auspices.
when the United States djd
not want to be involved. using
NATO logistics and materials.
as has already been agreed
within NATO." he sald

Gorbachev asks
voters to reject
communists,
Yeltsin

MOSCOW, June 4: Mikhail
Gorbachev appealed (o volers
Tuesday to reject President
Boris Yeltsin and is Commuiisl
rival in presidential elections
saying they were only inter-
ested in seizing power and
wealth,

Gorbac . who is running
for president despite an al-
most total lack of u;plmn
charged that neither Yelisin
nor the Communists would
help ordinary Russians suffer-
ing from years of social and
economic (urmoil

‘It is a struggle for powe:r
and pr y.  Gerbachev said
of Yeltsin and the Communist
candidate, Gennady Zyuganov,
who is the president's main ri-
val.

arties with more than

International

NLD may face ban if it drafts

YANGON, June 4: Hinting at
a fresh crackdown, Myanmar's
state-controlled press said
Tuesday that pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi's
party could be banned if it goes
through with plans to draft an
alternative constitution, re-
ports AP.

The suggestion follows
others that the government
crackdown on public gather-
ings held each weekend out-
side the home of Suu Kyi, the
1991 winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize and leader of
Myanmar's main opposition

rty, the National League for

emocracy (NLD).

The military regime so far
has failed to heed the calls. But
the press is the regime's indi-
rect voice, and-. the articles
clearly imply that Suu Kyi's
movement operates only at the
indulgence of the authorities.

Suu Kyi staged a party
congress last week despite the
mass arrest of delegates, scor-
ing her higﬁ:st political tri-
umph since being released last

alternative constitutio

July from six years of house ar-
rest,

The 18 delegates who
eludled arrest adopted resolu-
tions urging the military to
guit power, and said the pro-

emocracy party would draft
an alternative constitution to
one being considered bly a gov-
crnment-stacked panel.

Myanmar newspapers car-
ried articles Tuesday stating:
‘Il a single party writes a con-
stitution to its own liking and
threatens the stability of the
country by pressure and coer-
cion, it could he declared an
unlawful association."

A separate constitution —

even if unenforceable — could
provide Burmese with a writ-
ten contrast between a form of
government stressing democ-
racy and human rights against
one weighted toward a
paramount militarg.

Myanmar has been without
a constitution since 1988,
when the military wviolently
suppressed pro-democracy
demonstrations. killing hun-

overwhelmin won parlia-
mentary elections in 1 but
were not allowed to take
power.

The so-called National
Convention picked by the mili-

dreds. Suu Kyl's supporters
&i}'

¢ has been labouring since

1993 on guidelines for new
charter. Articles agreed on so
far would ban Suu Ryi from an
executive position and ensure
the military a significant polit-
ical role. Her party walked out
of the convention last Nove-
mber, calling it "undemeo-
cratic.”

Since last week's part
congress, Suu Kyi and her col-
leagues have been attacked
daily 'in the media. The gov-
ernment has organized mass
rallies describing them as
"stooges" of a US-led conspir-
Acy to colonize Burma,

Nearly half of the 262 peo-
ple detained in the roundups
remain unheard from, despite
the regime's announcement
Friday that they were being re-
leased.

Palestinian leader President Yasser Arafat and British Prime Minister John Major pose for

photographers outside 10 Downing Street on Monday. Arafat is in London on a two-day
official visit, the first since becoming President.

—AFP/UNB photo.

Israel has no right to backtrack on peace deal : Arafat

Netanyahu govt plans to remove

most forces from Hebron

HEBRON, West Bank. June
4: In an apparent reversal of a
campaif{n promise by Israel's
new ruling party. a senior leg-
islator Monday said the new
government plans 1o remove
most forces from the tense
West Bank city of Hebron. re-
ports AP,

"We have no interest in
controlling the Arab part of
Hebron.” senior Likuil party
legislator Moshe Katzav told
Israel television.

Instead. he said. the small
Jewish settlement in Hebron
will be made contiguous with
the neighbour Jewish settle-
ment ol Kiryat Arba. and the
Israeli army will redeploy to
that area

Katsav said that he had just
learned of the plans from
Prime Minister-elect Benjamin
Netanvahn, They closely re

semble the plans of the outgo-
ing government led by Shimon
Peres.

Katsav did not say when 1he
redeployment was planned.
but the timing of his statement
suggested Netanyahu intended
to implement the move soon.

Netanyahu, leader of the
Likud Party. had campaigned
on a promise that he would

stpone a planned pullout of
sraeli troops from the volatile
town for several years. But
since his election last week,
he has not mentioned Hebron.

Outgoing Prime Minister
Shimon Peres had pledged to
pull soldiers out of most ol
Hebron

Earlier, Israeli troops had
been pelted with stones and
bottles after they stopped and
searched an unmarked
Palestiman  police tar 1

Heliron.
town still under Israeli occupa-
tion.

Meanwhile. Yasser Arafat
declared that Israel has nq
right to backtrack on its peace
tleals with the Palestinians.
and Israel's new leader af-
firmed his commitment to
moving peace ahead - once he
sets his strategy.

Prime Minister-elect
Beunjamin Netanyahu on
Mimnmday began the delicate
process of building a governing
coalition that will help deter-
mine his policy toward the
Palestinians and lsrael's Arab
neighbours.

Syria's president, Hafez
Assad, said Monday that only
when Netanyahu's position is

the last West Bank

clear can peace Lalks resiime,

Foreign minister of 16 NATO states meet at Berlin's Hotel Intercontinental on Monday for

the official opening of the two-day Spring meeting of NATO foreign ministers.

—AFP/UNB photo

Che Tuily Star 5°

S e e T e e S

Bahrain accuses Iran
of coup plot, 29 held

MAHAMH,' Bahrain, June 4:

Bahrain has arrested 29 mili-
tants that the government ,
:vhe:'e: trained by Iran to tn;;{:
install a Shi'ite Muslim
ernment modeled on Iran, re-
ports AP,

Al ifa family and
gov-

Bahrain's information min-

ister, Mohammed al-Muttawa,
said Monday that the detainees
confessed last month and de-
tailed their links to Iran. He
did not disclose¢ when the ar-
rests took place.

Iran denied the accusations
Monday, calling them “totally
baseless."

Al-Muttawa said caches of
light weapons were seized
[rom the alleged plotters, who
were trained by Iranm's
Revolutionary Guards.

A slight majorit to
Bahrain's 500,000 people are
Shi'ites, many ol Iranian ori-
Fln. but the ruling family be-
ongs to the mainstream Sunni
Muslim sect.

The accusations are certain
to worsen the already uneasy

Off the

relationship between Bahrain

and Iran, its t ne
across the Gulf. Bahrain re-
atedly has accused Tehran of
ing behind a Shi'ite-led wave
of unrest that began 18
months ago in which 28 peo-
Eilﬁcdhnvt reportedly been
“Iran’'s Foreign « Ministry
spokesman called the accusa-
tions "a result of in tions by
outsiders,” the official Islamic
Republic News Agency re-
ported.
Iran " advises the Bahraini
ﬁwcrnment against being in-
uenced by the conspira

the enemies of the Islamic

community, spokesman
Mohamoud glahammadl said.
The chairman of the US
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen.
John Shalikasvili, suggested
last week that Iran was in-
volved in the continuing unrest

"We support Bahrain's ef-

forts to ensure its stability and
we continue to accuse Iran as a
threat to the stability of the
region,” Shalikasvili

d.
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Hedoesnotmgardit

WASHINGTON: House Speaker Newt Gingrich said Sunday

he would refuse to attend the wedding
another woman, reports AP.
"l wouldn't regard it as a marriage, | think a marri

ter were to m

if his lesbian half-sis-

between a man and a woman," the Georgia Republican said on

NBC's "Meet The Press."”

Gingrich said he expected Congress to pass by a wide mar-
gin a bill that would define marriage as a union between man

and woman, making

homosexual couples ineligible for a wide
rang;:enf federal benefits. including Social Secuﬁty pa

is.

sident Clinton and congressional Democrats have ac-

cused the

he wo
form.

Republican sponsors of the bill of stirrin
anti-gay issue during this election year, but Clinton

sign the same-sex marriage legislation in its current

up an
as said

Su‘ﬁoncra say the legislation is needed because of a court
case

t could make Hawaii the first state to recognize

same

sex marriages. If that happens, other states could have a legal
obligation to recognise those marriages.

Gingrich,

offend.”

ch said he had been with his sister. Candace
"when she had girlfriends with her. That doesn't

“Thats her life and | don't think we want government or

politics in the bedroom.” he said.

A model appears to have been strangled in the latest

; "t‘

edition of youth magazine "Juice” distributed in Sydney on
Tuesday which has caused a public outcry. The controver-
sial six-page fashion spread entitled "Live Fast... Fashion
To Die For" features photographs with strangulation,
drowning, beating, suffocation, drug overdose and

Behaﬁfs appeal to Gowda

coronary seizure listed as the causes of "death",

—AFP/UNB photo

to begin peace

ISLAMABAD, June 4 : Pakis-

tani Prime Minister Benazir

Bhutto has a ed to Indian's
new Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda to e talks to

stabilise the sub-continent.
reporis Reuter.

“For the sake of our people
and as civilised nations. let us
sit across the table for a search
for last " she said in a
letter to r Indian counter-
ﬁcrt that was carried by the ol-

ial APP news agency late on
Monday.

"ASs re
South Asia. let us seize this
o unity by open a new
chapter in our relations by
laying down the foundations of
a peaceful South Asia based on
equitable conflict-resolution
and reconciliation.” Benazir

nsible leaders of

said.
‘Let the world witness our

lwo great countries putting
their acrimonies be them
for the sake of their 8.

She said her government in
creating an environment con-
ducive to peace, security and
development.

Benazir reiterated Islamas
bad's offer of talks aimed at
settling the core issue of
Kashmir and other bhilateral
disputes.

"Given mutual respect,
there is no reason why we
cannot resolve our differ-
ences.” she said in her letter.

India says the state of
Jammu and Kashmiris an inte-
ral part of its territory.
akistan says its status is unre-
solved.

UN confce pledges bold steps to curb

misery caused by migration to big cities

ISTANBUL. T cJune 4
Across town from Istanbul's
teeming slums. delegates ope-
ned a UN conference on urban
problems by promising bold
steps to curb the misery
caused by migration to the
world's big cities. reports AP.

Crime, ualor, homeless-
ness and crumbling roads and
bridges were among the issues
raised -at the Conlere-
nce on Human Settlements
held some 5 miles (B kilom-
eters) from Istanbul's slums in
a plush new conference cen-
ire.

Advocates for the were
‘r::impru-ed by t prosm-

‘Mts just words,” said
Brazilan slum activist Jamie
Silva. "] want believe the UN
will make a . but the

problems are too big Their
speeches are just spit in the
wind.”

The urgency was amplified
by UN predictions cited the
speakers. More than hall the

world s population will be city
dwellers by the end of the cen-
tury By 2025. the number

could rise to almost two-

thirds. most of them in devel-

oping nations. including the

enormous megalopolises of
and Latin America.

e bave little time to act.”
sald Fabio Giraldo, Colombia's
vice minister of economie de-
v .

'1’#: World Bank proposed
tripling investment in urban
areas to dirs 15 billien during
the next five years.
spoke of rehabilitating shanty-
towns and l“ﬂl"lnﬁ:ﬂnlf them to
water and sewage lines, but
there were few ifics.

"The crises urban devel-

are crises of all states,
rich and poor.” said the UN
secretary-general. Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, in his speech to
open the 12-day meeting.

"There can be no isolation.”
he added. "In a rapidly global-
ising world. we all have a stake
in t management of growth
and dewvelo <11 U

At a time of quick. easy
commerce and communica-
tion, there is little nations can
do to protect themselves from

urban poverty problems,

Others .

Boutros-Ghali said.

Poor immigrants stream
toward richer nations or swell
cities in their homelands.
Unfest in-one country can
shake an economy halfway
around the weorld, DBoulros
Ghali added.

Despite appeals for cooper-
ation, signs of disagreement
over the direction of the con-
ference had already surfaced
by the end of Day One.

Delegates from Asia and
Soullh America complained
about Western reluctance 1o
aid urban projects because of
fears of corruption and mis-
management. Vatican and
others are pushing for more
attention to lamilies.

The Unites Siates, mean-
while, opposes any statement
in conference documents in
sisting that e have a right
to demand housing from gov
ernments, As a compromise,
the UUS delegation proposed
Monday a ge saying gov
ernments have "some form ol
responsibility in the shelter
sector.” but all sectors ol soci

;-,:y need to tackle the prob-
m.

“I'm not here to create a
new right, but | dont want to
talk housing rights in the ab-
siract when there are govern-
ments that are not doing much
at all in the housing area but

are numrttng housing rights,”
said hael St n, ln:-
tance secretary lor icy -
velopment al m’: us
Department of Housing and

U Development.

Some activists mocked the
altruistic pronouncements
heard at the conference.

"The at the top have
to look too down to see the
problems,” said a Brazilian aid
worker, Alfonso, from
the “favela” slums of Sao Paulo.
"When bables are crying. can
t hear them?

e believe in the bottom

helping the bottom, mot the
top helping the bottom. That
doesn't work.” said Carlos
Guerrero, project ma lor
London-ba Homeless Inter-
national, a non-profit aid
group.

Rebels agree to hold fresh t:';lks

MOSCOW, June 4: Russian
planes bombed several villages
in southeast Chechnya late
Monday. causing extensive
damage, a Chechen separatist

n said. s AFP.

If the bombing raids. re-
ported te have started at 9:45
pm (1745 GMT) and lasted 25
minutes, are conlirmed, it
would be the first major viola-
tion of a ceasefire accerd
ﬂﬁed h{ Russian President
Boris Yeltsin and Chechen
rebel leader Zelimkhan
Yandarbivev a week ago.

"Al the moment we do nol
know if there have been mt:;:l
victims. or how many, "Musli
Yelikhanov, esman for the
independent Chechen news
agency. told AFP by telephone
from Istanbul.

He sald Tim Guldimann,
head of the Chechnya mission
of the organisation security

and cooperation in Europe,
mu.nmﬁm bombing.

Yelikhanov, for the
scparatists, “protests at these
violations of the peace .
and notes that the Russian

army is not obeying Yeltsin."

Russian planes bomb
Chechen vi

AP adds. Chechen rebel
leaders agreed Mon to
meel Russian officials for a
new pound ol talks ahmed at
bringing peace to the break-
away republic as a ceasefire ac-
mrJ appeared in danger of
collapse.

Both sides confirmed they
would attend talks Tuesday in
Nagran.,

woing clashes and
in resuming negotiations have
threatened a week-old cease-
fire accord and could poten-
lially embarrass President
Boris Yelisin, cnmpllﬂning
hard lor re-election June 16,

Yeltsin. who reached the
truce with separatist Chechen
leader Zeltmkhan Yandarbiyev,
badly wants to be able te point
to progress toward ending the
g:;popmu nearly |18-month-

war in Chechnya.

A Russian en

jon from the Council of

urope, Nikilal , said
in Grozny on Menday that the
agreement remains only on
paper, and that rebels are ﬁ-l
noring the cease-fire, c

turday.

to the re-




