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If teenage

are to stay always alert, while
coming back lrom schools and colleges, to the
elements called ‘teasers’. they are not alone in
their fear. Women in their thirties and beyond
are equally agonised te a feeling ol insecurity.

According to a
newspaper repor!
police last weexk ar-
rested 149
men for allegedly
teasing school and
college-going girls
and women in dil
ferent areas of
Dhaka city. The ar-
rests were .nade
during a ‘“special’
drive in front of dif-
ferent schools and {
colleges of the city. ‘j
"One hundred and
forty-nine” in just
one day! Well, don't
feel incredulous by )
looking at the num- f
ber, and don't re-
lease a sigh of relief,
thinking that th
city has bccmn;\('
teaser-free. The law-
enforcing agency |
captured even more

ris and those in their twenties

young a

than ‘that' number
just the week be-
ore. says another
report.

The point here may sound hollow to many,
for a lot of words have been churned out in
print and lots of promises made to upgrade

(social norms in this country
much Dhaka-based) for women to live in
pestered but to no
the contrary, what is happen-
ing at Dhaka's street in t?uhha:

the
tutions is an unrelenting onslaught of teasing of
girls and women. Those who argue, saying that

this

wi ut
effect at all.

harassed or

places and in and aroun
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going to and
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ple
are

boundary

laces, market-
ucational insti-

lies, don't consider th at u

almost every alley ol
tionery shop — more 1 tke a tea stall — where

a rickshaw.

This is really frigl itening, no less than peo-
are afraid o f muggers.
anonymity, a Dhak: a Unijversit
"The only place 1 fo und free of this evil is the
of my de partment; we even become
victims of dirty w pbrds inside the universily
buses as well.”

S0 here is a ph bbia — the teasing phobia —
that victimise only ‘ on the merit of sex and age.
A sort of social s =

1ting evenis out-
side the houses usutlly originate from those
very houses.

Apart from the s¢ hool and college gates'.

the eity has a small sta-

the teasing messiahs
gossip away their
thre. subty pul - 'ng
pressure on  woin-
en's minds of the
muhalla. These you-
ng men with 20/20
eye-sight never miss
any chance of ma-
king wuncharitable
and thﬂn lﬂ_ll!l':.]r -
mments on a pas-
sing lone girl/woman.

_ ow, what these
eve-lteasers. nor-
mally do? To say it
pointedly, in the so-
cial 'supermarket
called the "global vil-
lage”, they practice
their freedom of
speech and all-con-
suming satellite
culture. Semetimes
deriving fun from
the practice goes far
beyond. say, to such
infringements of
individual rights as
pulling at the du-
patta of a girl riding

Requesting
student says:

egation is at work against

Sammilita Narl Samaj has
expressed strong indignation
at the delay in the trial process
on the killing of Yasmin, a
L‘IUIIF woman who was al-
egedly raped and later killed
by a gang of police In Dinajpur
on August 24 last year, reports

“We are gradually becoming
maore and mare concerned,
observing the obstacles in the
trial process while increased
incidents of rape and women
oppression by police are being
reported from across the
country,” the leaders of the fo-
rum said in a writlen state-
ment presentéed at a press
conference in the city on
Monday.

They alleged that despite
their efforts to accelerate the
trial process, administrative
complications and reluctant at-
titude of the authorities con-
cerned are causing delay in the
process.

The Nari Samaj leaders
sald, following the Yasmin
case, similar incidents were
reported from Dhaka. Chud-
ariga, Bhairab, Bagerhat and
even in Dinajpur. "In all the
cases people spontaneously
came up with protest but the
administration stopped them
instead by taking repressive
measures,” Lhey alﬁ: :

They particularly referred
to a case involving a school girl
in Bagerhat on May 24 in
which she was raped {:y police
at the district police control
roomm.

The forum leaders urged,
the government to take up
stern measures for the imme-
diate trial of the persons re-
sponsible for the incident.

The forum regretted that
the major political parties had
not even protested against the
incidents and demanded their
active initiatives for the trial of

Nari Samaj concerned at delay
in trial of Yasmin killing

According to her, one
Lucky, 10, was deflowered by
railway police at Kamalapur in
the capital on March 29, Arati
Rani by police inspector Idris
Mahmud in Bagerhat on April
17 and a nine-year-old girl,
Renu. in Dinajpur on May 24.

Referring to the sensational
Yasmin killing in Dinajpur on
August 24 last year, Sigma
Huda urged the next govern-
ment to be elected through
June 12 election to introduce
a system which will eliminate
administrative complexities to
bring the accused police and
other government officials un-
der CrPC if they perpelrated
any repression on womern.

Nari Samaj urged the care-
taker government to issue a
directive to expedite the trial
of Yasmin rape and murder.
She also demanded adminis-
trative action against such po-
lice officials who try to save
their fellow colleagues accused
of women repression by raising
illogical statements.

t also urged all democratic
political parties contesting
June 12 poll to take effective
programmes against women
repression instead of only
making commitments.

On behalf of the Sammilita
Narli Samaj as well as all
women of the country, Sigma
Huda also called upon the peo-

ple not to elect "war criminals”
and those who repress women.

FEJB discussion
on political parties’
environment issue

The Forum has of Enwvir-
onmental Journalists of
Bangladesh (FE.JB) organised
an open discussion on the en-
vironmental agenda of political

arties the

Bangladesh festival in Kathmandu begins today

A week-long festival of hase of the toda
Hﬂﬂﬂtﬂﬂh Art and Culture be- at the Nepal Art Council ﬁl!uric“;} "“B"h of 33 hm
ns today in Nepalese capital Gallery at Mahal at artists n:ﬁlldu « The
Elathmnndu on the occasion of ;m.ﬂuIF " unifying theme gl the exhibi-
25th anniversary of Bangla- tion encompasses of all the
Ambassadeor of B adesh hases of modern art in

desh's Independence, reports
UNB in Kathmandu AH moad
gli and S;hil' Chowdhury,
irector, Shilpakala Academ
of Bangladesh will attend the S0P, A8 well 8 '"“’““‘"ﬂi}
function, said a press release. of numerous ideas an phi

The exhibition will display phy

angladesh and viewers mnf

expect to see a rich variety o

Lila Koirala, Minister for
explosive styles, craftsmen-

Women and Social Welfare of
Nepal, will inaugurate an exhi-
bitlon on "B adesh Contem-
porary Art Exhibition,” first

wfies 5Tt et R Ramey
e =R | @ 936 AH wo

majority of the women don't always lead emo-

tionally healthy lives even in their own fami today marking

girls and womien e police have begun a good
work and they mi ust keep up it.

the cases ahead of the elec-
tions.
The forum leaders advocate

orld Environment Day. re-
ports BSS.

LDF to nationalise
medical sector,
if voted to power

LDF leader Khalequzzaman
Monday said the front. if
voted to . would nation-
alise the entire medicare sys-
tetn to ensure proper treat-
ment for all irrespective of
rich and poor, reports UNB.

The LDF will introduce an
identical medicare system and
formulate a health policy. he
said while addressing meet-
ings at Feni Shaheed Minar
and Kamal Ataturk School
premises in Dagnobhuiyan
thana. said a release.

Khalequzzaman said the LDF
would set up fair price shops
and form consumers’' associa-
tion to Reep the prices of
essential commodities within
the reach of the common

people.

Conference on
environment

The biennial conference on
the titled ‘Biodiversity and the
Environment’ will be held at
Fisheries Research Institute in
Mymensingh Today :« Te€:
ports LUNB. :

Bangladesh Science Acade-
my President Dr SD Chow-
dhury will attend the confer-
ence as chief guest while
Executive Vice esident of
Bangladesh Agriculture Re-
search Council Dr M Sujayet
Ullah Chowdhury will be pre-
sent as special guest.

Organised by Bangladesh
Environment Development
Association on the occasion of
Weorld Environment Day, the
conference will be presided

over by Director General of ™

Bangladesh Nuclear Agri-
culture Research Institute Dr
M Anwaril Kader Sheikh

Need for mass
edn stressed

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas said mass education is a
must for our existence and na-

tional development, reports
BSS.
Talking to a 37-member

delegation of the Bangladesh
Non-government Primary
Teachers' Association, who
called onn him at Bangabhaban
yesterday. the President said
primary education should be
ven top most priority as the
asis of higher education act-
ing president of the associa-
tion Shamsul Alam led the
delegation
President Biswas said edu-
cation opemns up new horizons
and widens mental make-up
for initiating bright career.
FPlanned initiative and continu-
ous efforts are the key to suc
cess, he added

With every 2 kg. Tin

Get one Lotus Bowl FREE!

This offer is valid till stocks last

A World of Goodness

Sigma Huda, Naila Khan.
Khushi Kabir, Farida Akhtar,
Seema Das. Sanwara Khatun
among others spoke at the
press conference.

UNB adds: addressing the
press conference leaders of
the Sammilita Nari Samaj
accused police constable Abdus
Salam of killing Niharu, a maid
servant. in Habiganj district.

They. quotin ress r1e-
ports. said Salamgidﬁfd Niharu
al a police outpost in
Madhabpur thana of Habiganj
district as she turned down an
indecent proposal.

They alleged that high po-
lice officials were trying to
save Salam by raising irrelevant

logic and matter in support of
him

Addressing the newsmen.
Sigma Huda brought a number
of allegatigns of women re-
pression by police personnel
all over the country "We are
concerned and annoved at the
incidents

Former state minister for
environment and BNP leader
Gayeswar Chandra Roy, Awami
League election steerin
committee co-chairperson an
former ESCAP executive secre-
tary S A M S Kibria. Gono For-
um leader Barrister Viguarul
[slam Chowdhury. left alliance
steering committee member
Saiful Hoq and Jamaat-e-
Islami election spokesman
Barrister Abdur Razzak will
highlight their respective
parties environmental agenda
at the discussion to be held at
Osmani auditorium today at
11:45 am under the auspices
of Ministry of Environment.

Daily Star Editor Mahfuz
Anam will act as moderator
while FEJB chairman Ahmed
Nure Alam will preside and
FEJB secretary

eneral
Quamrul &I.am Chowhdury will
act as facilitator.
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EMIRATES TO ATHENS.

(We’ll make it seem less of a marathon)

Emirates now thes twice weekly from Dhaka via Dubai to Athens

Emirates serves [Dubai 5 times a week from Dhaka
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