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NEWS BRIEFS

Sechchasebak
League rally

The Bangladesh Awami
Sechchasebak League will hold
a rally at Manik Mia Avenue on
June 9 at 3 pm. a Sechchase-
bak League press release said
Conwener of the Sechchasebak
League Alhaj] Mogbul Hessain
will ide over the rally
which will be addressed :
tional leaders reports BS
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40000 troops to be deployed CA

Nothing going to jolt
chances of fair polls

Chiel Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman has categori-
cally dismissed appréhensions
that troubles might affect the
coming parliamentary elec-

tions, reports UNB,
The caretaker government
would nip in the bud' any

{ trouble threatening to erupt

either before or after the elec-
tions, the Chiel Adviser said.

He was talking to members
of the Overseas Correspon-
dents Association in Bang-
ladesh [OCAB) at his office
yesterday morning.

"All political parties are
promise bound to cooperate
with my government in hold-
ing a free and fair poll,” Habib
said.

About neutrality of the care-
taker administration, the Chief
Adviser said that neutrality of
his government had been
%slmned by all parties.

ere is legal mf:chanlsm and
an aggrieved person should

follow the rules”, he said.

He informed that some
40,000 armed forces person-
nel would be deployed along
with law enforcing agencies to
maintain law and order during
the June 12 election.

About 4.000 unauthorised
arms were recovered and
40,000 illegal arms possessors
and trouble makers were ar-
rested for peaceful holding of
the polls. he said.

e whole country is now
set for the election, the Chief
Adviser said and warned that
he would 'nip in the bud' any
trouble threatening to erupt
either before or after the elec-
tion.

All executives starting from
the President down to a gov-
ernment functionary to the
lowest level are assisting the
government for conducting the
polls, he said.

The Election Commission.
the Chief Adviser said. is work-

ing with a group of dedicated
people to hold a [ree. fair and
neutral election.

Regarding adverse impact
on the election of the report of
an enguiry committee, probing
into the May 20 incident in
the army, which press reports
indicated might be placed be-
fore the President today. Habib
hoped that "nothing of that
sort which would jolt chances
of a fair polls would happen.”

The incidents are still un-
der enquiry and it would be a
pre-committal report. he said
and hoped that appeal of the
former Army Chief's mother

. for a fair trial will be consid-

ered. "She has done what a
mother is expected to do”. he
said.

Lt Gen (Retd) A S M
Nasim's mother on Monday
called lor a high powered judi-
cial vommitice headed by a
Supreme Court jud.ge to probe

Se Page 15 Col 1

Economy will be self-reliant
within 5 years: Hasina

BARISAL, June 4: Awami
league chiel Sheikh Hasina to-
day said if voted to power, her
party will make the national
economy self-reliant,

"Awami League had re-built
the war-ravaged economy in
three and a half years after in-
dependence and if we get a
chance. we will make the
economy self-rtlianl within
five years." Hasina said at a
huge public meeting at the
Bangabandhu Uddyan in the
towT.

"Nothing has bern done for
the farmers, workess, students
iand the COMIMON Ean in the
last 21 years.” she claimed.
Those who were in power enly
:—Lrl'e:lw nises ‘out N reality

fertiliser . Closed
down mills and [actories and
enhanced taxes.” the AL chief
said.

Hasina reiterated her
party's pledge to give subsidy
to agriculture, make female
education free up to HSC level.
remove illiteracy and develop
the economy by adopting a
propriate investment-friendly
policies. Local bodies will he
strengthened and run by peo
ple's representative. she said
adding this will help solve lo
cal problems.

Ban on carrying
licensed arms

The government has ban-
ned carrying licenised arms by
their owners for a week [rom
June B as a measure to prevent
violence and ensure peace
during the com"h general
election, re

The June E 14 restriction
was im under Section 17
(Ka) of the Arms Act 1878
said an official announcemen!
yesterday

It said arms of the violators
of the prohibition would be
seized and stefn action be
laken against them as per

See Page 12 Col 4

From Our Staff Correspondent

"Did they solve any of the
national prnhlcms ? lel

the question without namlng
any party.

Awami League had realised
44 thousand cusecs of Ganges
water for the country but the
Padma-Jamuna have now dried
up. she said.

On her first day of a three-
day electioneering t{our to

AL to observe
'‘anti-terrorism
day' today

By Staff Correspondent
Awami League will observed
‘anti-terrorism day' today th-
roughout the country to pro-
test the killing of city ward
commissioner ASM Shahab-
uddin and to press demands
for recovery ol unauthorized
arms and nabbing terrorists for
smooth holding of the June 12

general elections.

As part of the day's pro-
ramme, AL would stage a
siration at agan
area in the city at 10 am and
later lead a procession towards

Sec Pape 12 Col 4

southern 'districts the Awami
League c hief addressed rallies
an p'ablic meetings at
Babug:inj., Barisal. Jhalakathi.
Rajapur Kathalia, Bhandaria
and Pirojpur.

‘Heaivy downpour de;ﬂ%
Haqmaa arrival at most of
meeti ngs. But she sought a

ogy ‘lor her unwilli delay,
due 1.0 bad weather. “You have
bourd me by a debt of grati-

tude to you. I'll certainly pa
baclt your love. if necessary I'll
sacH :ﬁl:f my life to bring peace
to you." she said.

She claimed that the per-
E‘rt; ntage of l;;mplre living under
t poverty ine to B6 r
rflt from 49(per roft
75. The number of unfm
p'ioyed peo'plr jumped to 50
per cent from 15 per cent
a ‘hile landless to 70 per cent
fi'om 39 per cent, she added.

The AL chief introduced the
plrl candidates including
£,bul Hasnat Abdullah [(Baker-
f l('l 1), Syed Manirul Hugq
B Abdul Bari (Bk-3).
Muhiuddln Ahmed (Bk-4),
'Mahbubuddin Ahmed (Bk-5).
‘Syed Masud Reza [Bk-6).

IMainul Huq (Bakerganj-Piro-
ﬁur} and Sudhangsu S
idar (Piroj-1).

PPRC OEi*nion mll

68pc confident

polls will be fair

By Staff Correspondent

Sixty-eight per centl ol re
spondenis In a countrywide
opinion poll have expressec
Lheir overwhelming conli-
dence that the June 12 r-
llamentlary election wuulcr.r e
[air and neutral

Only six per cent of thein
feared that the polls would nox
be fair and neutral while 26
per cent saw a 50 per ceil
possibility of fair and neutral
election

The survey released yeste:r-
day was conducted by the
Power and Participation Fle
search Centre (P ). It cowv-
ered a sample size of 6 €.07
Ptrlﬂl]l selected at random
rom 64 constituencies of ru-
ral. urban and itan ar-
eas. spreading across 20
greater districts.

ed to the 199] elec-
the BNP would los« 5.4
while the Awami

fion,
per cent

League would gain 3.5 per
cent. the Jatiya Party one per
cent and the Jamaat-e-Islami
(JI} 0.5 per cent in vote share
of 97 decided voters.

In the urban vote share. the
BNFP would lose eight per cent
while the AL would gain 3 8
per cent, the JP and J| 2.5 per
cent respectively.

In rural areas, the BNP and
JP would lose 2.5 per cent and
0.5 per cent I’hﬂt
the AL and the JI wou

1996,
BNP would bag 29 per cent of
voles while 3] per cent re-
spondents of the survey would
vole for AL, 12 per cent for JP
and six per cent for JI. Some
17 per cent of the respon-
dents were yet to decide while
five per cent would vote for
Ser Paye 12 Col 3
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ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN A DIFFERENT FORM: Abdur Rahman Bayati singing campaign songs fur a candldatu in the

city yesterday.

— Star photo

Refrain from
making illogical
comments: ISPR

Inter-Services Public Rela-
uons yesterday urged all pat-
riotic cilizens 1o desist lrom
creating unnecessary debates
and making itloﬁicai cominernts
on the recent happenings ir,
the army without an under -
slandmﬁsnsf the army rules,

rts :
The ISPR said statementsby |

different quarters, news and
write-ups are being published
these days on the recenit unde-
sirecable happenings in the
army and the Court of Enquiry
formed to probe the matter.
Many of the stateme:nts and
articles on the mat!er might
create misunderstainding in
the public mind. ‘SPR said,
adding it is not unnatural that
these might also have impact
on the

The stat=ment said in
ine drtTest of Mational inde
pendence and sovereignty. aII
responsible citizens shou
frain from making any statc
ment or coniment which
might create ciivision or dis-
unity in the army which is the
symbol of our national unity.

The ISPR said no patriotic
citizens could accept any ac-
tivity of any quarter against na-
tional security. sovereignty and
constitutional structure,
Nobody should have any objec-
tion to legal actions against
anvone violating of rules and

See Page 12 Col 4

Rescheduling of
Beximco loan:

that | HC rule on BB,

[FIC bank

The High Court on Monday
issued a rule nisi nst the
Bangladesh Bank, C Bank

and others on rescheduling of
loan Habilities of over Tk
crore in 112 accounts by
Salman Rahman and Sohel
Rahman of the Beximco Group.
reports UNB.
issuing the rule, the court
asked (he respondents to show
cause within two weeks why
:lhtcdhﬂglrdelh Bank order
at ril 4, 1996 ovin,
the loan 'fﬂu nnf
be declared to be without law-
:;uitluﬂloﬂty and of no legal ef-
e
The rule was issued by the
HC division bench comprising
Justice Md Hnummc! Hoque
and Justice Md Abdul Matin on
Iwo separate writ tion fieid
by two shareholders of IFIC
= s
e petitioners that
Sakman Rahman. a former di-
rector of IFIC Bank. his
brother Shohel Rahman. vice-
chatrman of IFIC Bank, and
See Page 12 col 8

| and development,

| them to help

People want to see the BNP

back 1in power: Khaleda

COMILLA. June 4: Former
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia is hopeful about her party's
return to power in a resound-
ing victory in June ]2 election
as people like the BNP for its
commitment to democracy
reports
UNB.

"People want to see the
BNP back in power because
they are getting the henefits of
my party's politics of develop-
ment and production,” she
said addressing a series ol
huge public meetings and way-
side gatherings in different
parts of Comilla district.

"Inshallah. BMP will again
go to power in the June 12
parliamentary polls. There is
now AR un ted wave $h
favour of Sheaf of Paddy
throughout the country.” Be-
gum Zia said.

During her day-night elec-
tioneering in Comilla and
Chandpur districts, the BNP
chairperson told the people
that only her parly was com
mitted to rotecting the
country's independence and
sovereignty and called upon
the BNP perform
that task by giving mandate in
the coming election.

Begum Zia said vested
quarters had attempted to

jeopardise democracy in the
coun but her ]i>art3,r with the
help Eeopl: foiled the bid.
ave not given in to any
mnsplrac}' we are going ahead
upholding the banner of
dempcracy by smashing all
machinations.” she said.
The [ormer Prime Minister
said many people were now

moving door to door with
money to buy votes. But money
will not work at all because the

EC starts sending
ballot papers

moneyed men only come to
commeon men only when there
is election. "The people are
now very much conscious.
None can be EIELted by spend-
ing huge money .’

The former Prime Minister
said the BNP, and only the
BNP could bring a radical
change in the lot of common-
ers. including farmers., work-
ers, government employees,
elders. youths, unemployed.
women and students. as her
party had already initiated a
massive pro-people develop-
ment programmes in the past
five years dthvcnng goods to

] od all strata of

t0 dlStS t ay Begum gl? }"tsll:l'dl‘f ad-
dressed meetings at Buri-

The Electionr Commissien-—
(EC) will start sending of ballot  Gane. Deviar, Companigan).
papers to the districts today., paerit o 2YEE ATy, 3
reports:UNB. S;Zlﬂ}rigfi ?n Ln?l;:llllatadls;?ﬂ
According to EC officials. .4 Matlab, Faridganj and

the ballot papers will be sent
to 29 districts todav, 26 dis-
tricts tomorrow and nine

others. including Dhaka. on

M{-anwhil:. the Election
Commission warned 84 candi-
dates for violating the election
code of conduct lollowing rec-
ommendations from the dis-
trict electoral enquiry commit-

See Page 12 Col 5

Chandpur Sadar in Chandpur
district.

Earlier, on Monday ni ht
and early Tuesday, Begum
addressed meetings at Dnv—
mnir Bazar, Balaganj. Bisha-
wanath. Haripur. .Jaintia.
Jajpur Bazar. Goala Bazar, Sh-
erpur in Sylhet district and
Natun Bazar in Habiganj dis-
trict.

9 killed, 32 injured
in road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Nine persons were killed
and 32 others injured in road
accidents in Feni and Jhenidah
yesterday

According to UNB, five
members of a bridal pany died
and 10 others sustained in-
{;tﬂtﬂ in a head-on collision

eiween a microbus and a
coaster at Kasba on Feni bypass
road yesterda

Police uig the Chittagong
bound microbus carrying the
bridal party fromm Comilla met
with the accident at 1% am,

The dead were identified as
Moll Basak. 62, Shishir Pal 62,
Asish Ray Chowdhury. 50,
Kartik 60, and the driver of
the microbus

Qur Jhenidah
Correspondent reports. At
least two persons were killed
and seven others injured in a
head on collision between a
truck and a tempo on the
Magura-Jhenidah highway at
Hat Gopalpur at around 9 pm.

The dead. 'ters of the
ill-fated tempo. bhave been

JP's notice
demanding
justice served

The Jatiya Party has served
a ‘notice demanding justice’' on
the Chief Election Cominis-

identified as Modhu. 40 and sioner [CEC) and secretaries of

Sadar All, 60. The injured have

home and information
Eﬁfn aldmitted to the Sadar | inistries to temporartly
P, release its jailed party chief

The driver of the truck fled
the scene. The truck (Dhaka
Metro-Na-8125) was seized by

HM Ershad and allow him to
address through television for

police. election purposes, reports
In another accident at "We scrved the notice
Jhenidah two persons, includ- | Monday citing legal provisions

ing a woman, were killed and

See Page 12 col 7
|5 others injured when a night e

coach of Uttara Paribahan " ‘I]l'lk
|:l\l1u|ng%c:1 i:&lu a ma]tjdsI‘?E ditch MM
near utiia on t €880Te-
Jhenidah highwaycat ab;fn Sa"t.l Remanded
4 15 am yesterday. " .

According to police the Elgilll'l

driver of the Darsana bound
coach [(Dhaka-Ja-3816) losi
control of the vehicle. One
Anwar Hossain. 45, died on
the spot while one Ratna, 48,
succumbed to her injuries at
the Jhenidah sadar hospital.

By Statl Correspondent

Salimuddin alias Sallu, one
of the 10 accused named in
the FIR of Shahabuddin killing,
was produced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's

Ten injured rsons were | Coun !ycslrn:lay and was placed
rushed to the same hospitals o police remand for another
while {ive others were given | Iwo days.

first aid. See Page 12 Col 5

A day-long visit to Dhaka

All seek vote with 'sweet words'

With only one week left for
the parliamenta lis. elec-
lioneering in Dhaka-8 tun
stituency. of the cit
thana a.rl::a has reac
height

Candidates from different

| political parties were seen do-

mg hectic campaigns to win
the hearts of voters

Nine candidates are vying
from the constit . Awami
nominee Selim

BNP nominee Barrister
Abul Hasnat are likely to have a

wﬂﬂglﬂ here.

other candi-
dates from the Dhaka-8 seat
are Saifuddin Ahmed Milon of
Jatiya Party and Sabbir Ahmed
of Jamaat-e-Islami. The others
in the race aree AH Shahab-
uddin of NAP. Zakir Hussain
Khan of Zaker Party, Kamal
Naser Chowdhury of Islami

By Reaz Ahmad

Oikkya Jote; Sheikh Rashid
Mahmud of JSD (Rob): and Md
Rashidul Islam of Muslim

Lﬂﬁ:duﬂwhn:pnﬂ:nn{

the contestants from major

political covered
walls in area. Catch words
in these t the

objectives of different candi-
dates.

While Abul Hasnat, a former
mayor of the city, pledges
; t of the area’,
Selim is seeki
peace and
¢ JP nominee
is trying hard to draw voters'
sympathy ing the 'Ershad
;‘ " while the Jamaat candi-

te speaks loudly about
viding jobs to untmplnz';

Meanwhile, feeli of frus-
tration were noticed by this

rival Haji
voles
lo terrorism.

correspondent during talks

with educated voters in
the locality yesterday. They
said all candidates were
speaking ‘sweet words' (o

them but some of the candi-

dates were not even commit-

ted to their respective party
In this regard. lh n':

ferred to the chang

affliliations by lht t‘.‘lrldlldl

two parties and said lhll
was not for the growth of
healthy acy.

vntdmlnlhcmim

second thoughts before -
ing whom to vote for as none
of the two candidates from the

two ma parties contested
from this constit in the
. In the 1991 ections,

NP nominee Lt Gen (rid) Mir

Shawkat All had defeated AL

See Page 12 Col 4

\ GENERAL

INVITATION

TO ATTEND SEMINAR

Stranded Pakistanis General Repatriation Commitee (SPGRC) has decided to hold a
Seminar on Wednesday Sth June, 1996 at 5.00 P.M. in the auditorium of National Press
Club, Dhaka to highlight the long-lingering and humanitarian issue of rcpatriation in the
backdor)) of geo-political and historical facts and cvents right from 1946-47, 47-72 and °
from 1972-1996 and other relevant problems being faced by stranded Pakistanis. Mohtaram
Mujibur Rahman, Scaior Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh & Former Information
Ministr and Mohtaram A .F.M. Yahiya, ex-Director General, Islamic Foundation,
Bangloddesh and ex-Chairman, DIT, will be the principal speakers on the occasion.

We ex.tend a general invitation 10 all irrespective of caste & creed or political afTiliation and
beliefl 10 attend the Seminar and grace the occasion by their presence.

AL-HAJ M. NASIM KHAN
Leader of Stranded Pakistanis &
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Tel :

um (On Roqllﬂu




