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NEWS BRIEF

Army chief meets
Chief Adviser

Chiefl of staffl Lt Gen-
eral Muhammad Mahbubur
Rahman called on Chief Ad-

viser Muhammad Habibur Rah-
man at his office yesterday.

CGeneral Rabman stayed with
the Chiel Adviser for some

time. reports UNB.
BNP meet dais in
Sylhet collapses

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. June 3: At least 10
Beopk. including former MP
atema Chowdhury, were in-
jured when the dldll of a BNP
meet collapsed due to hea
load tlw‘l’n incident occurre
while rival groups of JCD ac
Livists o get up on Lthe
dais forcibly during meet -
ing. Five ol the injured have
been admitted to local clinics

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Mohammad Abu
Hena yesterday said that he
had personally appealed to all
major political parties to issue
instructions to their respective
activists to follow the election
code of conduct and refrain
from all terrorist activities.

"I requested representa-
tives of BNP. Awami League,
Jamaat and Jatiya Party. who
met me today, to issue state-

to their activists in this regard
and all have responded posi-
tively," Abu Hena said while
talking to a group of newsmen
at the Election Commission
[(EC) office.

The CEC said that in
the last few days,some violent
incidents occurred in the
country. "This should not have
occurred at all, everyone wants
a [ree and fair election.”

Leaders of the parties said

ments from their central offices
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By Staff Correspondent

that they had already in-
struct their activists in this
regard, Abu Hena printed out.

The CEC added that by and
[arge a visible improvement in
the observance nipthf: election
code of conduct could be seen.
"You see. all political parties
have taken it [code of conduct)
as a moral responsibility, I
talked to them for over ten
hours before setting the code,”
the CEC said.

About the candidates who
failed to submit statements on
the source of their election
expenses, the CEC said that
the law would take its own
course to deal with the de-
faulters.

LUnder Article 44 (AA) of
the Representation of the Peo-
ple Order (RPO), such a state-
ment must be submitted to the
Returning Officer within seven
days after the date of with-
drawal of nomination papers.

Any person, in default, might
face rigorous imprisonment
between two to seven years
and police can arrest any de-
faulter without a warrant,

Reports reaching the EC
from across the country indi-
cated that 'many' candidates
failed to submit such state-
ments. EC sources pointed out.

“The law says that if anyone
contravenes the provision of
law. an aggrieved person would
have to lodge an FIR (First In-
formation Report) with the po-
lice., A Magistrate will do the
committal proceedings and
sent it for sessions.”" Abu Hena
said adding that in this case he
would expect the course of law
to lake over.

"Law loses all meanings if it
is not applied,”" Abu Hena said.
He also added that if a candi-
date is found fgullt}' and his
sentence is ol minimum 2
years or more, his candidature

Tell activists to refrain from
violence, CEC urges parties

would be automatically can-
celled even after the elections.

When asked how many can-
didates failed to submit the
statement, the CEC said that
the Returning Officers in dif-
lerent places were taking ac-
lion in this regard and they
were yel to send all reports.

About law and order, the
CEC said that although a large
number of arms have already
been recovered within the last
two months yet he felt that the
drive should be geared up.

"On an average, every year
some 2.500 arms are recov-
ered in the country, but within
the last two months alone,
some 3,500 firearms have
been recovered and this is a
good news,” he said,

The CEC also said that he
would address the nation over
Radio and Television on June
11.
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Congestion in jails

Hundreds of prisoners
may be freed soon

A few thousand prisoners in
different jails will walk to
freedom shortly after their
sentences are remitted under
a government decision., sour-
ces concerned said.

The decision to give remis-
sion of sentences to some cat-
egories of prisoners will be
given effect from March 31
last, the dAy the caretaker gov-
ernment started functioning,
they added. '

The remission is heing
given by the government in-
voking Section 401 of the
Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC),

Adviser for Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs., Barrister Ish-
tiague Ahmed, when asked

By Mizan Ali

about the remission, told The
Daily Star. "It is within the
powers of the government to
release prisoners on humani-
tarian grounds based on CrPC."
This privilege will, how-
ever, not be applicable to those
convicted for murder. abduc-
tion, dacoity, rape, violation of
the modesty of women, acid
throwing, npﬁtressinn on
women and children, anti-
state activities, possession and
use of unauthorised arms and
explosives and for those ar-
rested under Special Powers
Act, the sources explained.
There shall not be any re-
mission for those convicted for
offences under Army Act or
drug and corruption related

offences, they added. J!a

The decision is aldo aimed
at reducing the existing con-
gestion in various jails, one
source indicated. the mo-
ment "there exists a general
understanding to keep only
the serious offenders in jails as
the maintenance of law and
order becomes difficult when
the prisons become con-
gested,” he said.

The bench-mark date for .
eligibility for remission of sen-
tence is March 31 last, accord-
ing to a circular prepared
the government, dated June 1.
It is now in the process of
despalch to the DCs and

jailors.
See Page 12 col 7

All working in

close harmony

for fair polls,
Biswas tells
Richardson

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas said the Election
Commission is all powerful for
requisitioning the services of
anybody including army per-
sonnel in aid of civil authori-
ties foer a smooth voting. re-
ports UNB.

He was talking to Cong-
ressman Bill Richardson who
is leading a two-member
delegation of the US-based
National Democratic Institute
which arrived here Sunday for
a close view of the prepara-
lions for Bangladesh's national
elections.

During the meeting at Ban-
gabhaban esterday., Ri-
chardson told Biswas that the
US President, the Congress
and the NDI on whose behall
he is visiting Dhaka attached
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Nasim's

Appeal by

(Gen Nasim's
mother

Former Army Chiel ol Staff
Lt Gen Abu Saleh Mohammad
mother vyesterda
called for a high powere
judicial committiee headed by a
Supreme Court judge to go
into the recent incident
involving her freedom fighter

son. reports UNB

In an
ople.
orces

earnest appeal to
government. armed
and human ri@u

- Details tomorrow
organisation., she urged (ailr
trial of all army officers
includi her son accused
under what she called a mock

inquiry commission
She demanded of her
compatriols to make sure that
all the accused including her
son were not subjected to any
Sec Page 12 Col 3
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Polls will be fair,
hopes Richardson

By Staff Correspondent

US Congressman Bill
Richardson yesterday ex-
pressed optimism that the
coming parliamentary elec-
tions would be free and fair
and without any violence and
the results would be accepted
by all parties regardless of the
outcome.

Richhardson who came to
Dhaka on a two-day pre-poll
visit as a member of the Wash-
ington-based NDI. said at a
press briefing prior to his de-
parture, "It has been a pleasure
lo hcar Bangladeshis both
withinn and outside the gov-
ernment express their com-
mitment to the strict en-
forcement of the code of con-
duct — a document created
through the consensus of all
political parties."

Richardson. an influential
member of the Congress and a
close friend ofiPresident Chn-

ton. mentioned that the US
was interested in the stability
of democratic institutions and
economic growth which had
been phenomenal in recent
years and had attracted US in-
vestors.

The Congressman, who had
earlier visited Bangladesh in
February during the political
stalemate, said that his current
trip was not for the pu of
mediation but a fact-finding
mission. He said he will report
to his colleagues in the
Congress and President Clin-
ton about his current trip dur-
ing which he found that the
process of June 12 elections
were in the hands of "serious.

able and respected profession-

als deeply committed to the
Fﬁnciplcﬂ of democracy and
ree and fair elections.”
Richardson said that during
See Page 12 Col 3

Mirpur thana

gheraoed
By Staff Correspondent

A group of youngmen re-
gorte y belonging to the pro-
NP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) clashed with police near
Mirpur thana in the city yes-
terday.

They were demanding the
release of the general secre-
tary of the Mirpur thana unit
of the JCD.

The an%drjr JCD activists
gheraoed Mirpur thana and
[Jc!tcd stones on police who
ater lobbed tear gas shells to
disperse them.

At least 15 people were in-
jured in the clash that lasted
about half an hour from 12.30
pm. Police arrested 10 people
during the incident.

The BNP candidate from
Dhaka-11 constituency. Ekhla-
suddin Mollah, also rushed to
Mirpur thana to demand the
release of the JCD leader,
E;i:liur Rahman Newton, police

Newton was picked up by
police yesterday morning as he
is wanted in several cases, po-
lice sources added.

| Commentary

Army leadership must think twice before

allowing itself to be used politically

Following the incidents in
the army between 18-20 May,
that led to the rettrement and
inlermument of the lormer arm
Chiel of StaffiCAS). a Court
Iinguiry has been constituted
which. according to Inter
Service Public Relation (ISPR)
press release of 24 May. will
find out facts and fix respon-
sibilities in the incidents” and
also " identily the persons in
volved.” This Court of Inquiry
Is supposed (o complete its
findings by tomorrow, 5 June
9

We are not sure what hap-
pens afler that. Does the re-
port go to the CAS or to the
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By Mahfuz Anam

ministry of defense or directly
to the President himself? We
have no idea as to how much
progresa the Court has made,
whether the Court is about to
complete its work or whether
the &rm‘rrdmgn got startedal
all. When contactied yesterday
ISPR said it had nothing more
o add to what was released
earlier. To the best of our
knowledge nothing about the
Court of Inquiry has been made
public including the names ol
its members and also who is
heading it. except that it
would be someone of the rank
ol Maj. Gen. A lew newspapers
carried their own stories but
we have had nothing official on
the workings of this .

The events of 18-20 May
have both miktary and political
sides ‘o it In [act. as another

Khaleda summoned
by Barisal polls
enquiry body

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. June 3: Barisal
district electoral enquiry
comumittee today summeoned Lo
former prime minister and
BNP cha TSOn m Kha-
leda Zia to appear before the
commitiee on June 8 at 10
am, in person or through her
representative to answer com-
plaints lodged against her ear-

See Page 12 col 8 °

ISPR press release of 26 May
makes it amply clear. it is the
political origin of the problem
that got the President to act as
he did. Therefore. it is only
logical that the work of the
Court of Inquiry also will have
its military and political sides.

The military side does not
concern us ( in principle, and
A8 a practice In democracy it
should). but the political side
does. Normally the proceed

ings of this Court would be ol
peripheral interest to us. But
this case is different for the
simple reason that the parties
involved are very important

and the time when the Court
of Inquiry Is doing its work co-
incides with our much awaited
national elections.

Continued on page 7

Gen Mahbub
promoted

Chiefl of Army Stalf Major
General Muhammad Mahbubur
Rahman PSC has been pro
moted (o the rank of
Lieutenant General with effect
from June 3, according to a
notification issued by the
Ministry of Defenee in the city
yesterday. reports BSS.

He was ceremonially
adorned with the badges of
rank of Lieutenant General at

the Bangabhaban. ISPR said
See Page 12 Col |
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Nor'wester hits
Sailkupa: One
killed, 20 hurt

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, June 3; A
woman wag killed and at least
20 people yere injured when a
nor westerg swept Sailkupa
thana of the district yesterday
evening.

Rahima Khatun, 65, of vil-
lage Fulahari, was killed on the
spot when her house collapsed
on her. :

According to witnesses, the
storm started at about 6:45 pm
Sunday and lasted for about
hall an hour. The nor'wester
damaged at least 800 katcha
and semi-pucca houses includ-
ing educational institutions,
mosques and mandirs, ac -
ing to district admin

The alffected villages were
identified as: Fulahari, Tamina-

gar, Saillkupa, Gan . Nitya-
nandapur, Charia, alkula,
Khalfalia, Bahir- , Khudra
Royerah, Sekhra, lia, Khari-

baria, Laxmipur and Pathan-

lmg'abimly«9' Jante

Chai to be
telecast today

By Staff Correspondent

~ The BTV programme -
Sobinaye Jante Chal - i-
pated by Jamaat-e-lslami,
which was due to be aired
yesterday will be telecast to-

BTV sources said the 1-
ponement was done to facili-
tale participation of greater
number of parties. The pro-

See Page 12 col 7

Ward commissioner murder

Mir Shawkat
ad-interim bail
Star Report

Former minister Lt. Gen.
(Rtd) Mir Shawkat Ali, an ac-
cused in the Shahabuddin
murder case, was granted ad-
interim bail till June 20, fol-

an appeal him at the
Chie Hﬂmpoh?:n Magis-

trates’ Court :
ASM samn, infor-

mation secretary of the cit
unit of Awami League (AL) n.nJ
commissioner of ward no 4]
was shot dead by a group of
unidentified youngsters at

:ﬁargnun in the city Friday

Accordi to police sour-
ces, 18 were named in
the FIR. Of them, 10 were ac-
cused and eight others, in-
clud Mir Shawkat Ali, were
al to be conspirators
behind the murder.

Shahabuddin's wife Rokeya
filed a case with Mohammad-

granted

r thana Friday night under

tions 302, 109 and 34 of
the Penal Code. said police.

Without ruling out nnz' ]ﬂmt-
ical motive behind the .
a senior police official told
Daily Star yesterday that they
were also investigating other

ble factors.

During a visit to the locality
this correspondent met some
local le. AL activists and
the family members of Sha-
habuddin. Most of those talked
to alleged that the killing was
gltmﬂy motivated a thl::

was
in the area and .m"ﬂ]' pnpum.

"ldentified criminals in the
locality are now abscondin
i‘nllom the killing,” a loca
man

Police, on the other hand,
claimed that they have identi-
See Page 12 col 8
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ALITEX INDUSTRIES LIMITED

(THE ONLY 100% EXPORT ORIENTED HOME TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN
BANGLADESH PRODUCING BED SETS, PILLOW & QUILT COVER SETS,
FITTED BED SHEETS ETC FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS)

OLD CLOSING DATE

3RD JUNE 1996
At the request of our

NEW CLOSING DATE

10TH JUNE 1996

investors, the subscription period of
ALLTEX INDUSTRIES LTD. has been extended upto 10th June 1996.
Time for issue of refund warrants and allotment letters shall be
Counted from the original time schedule i.e. from 3rd June 1996.

This has the approval of Securities & Exchange Commission.
SHARE SUBSCRIPTION NOW CLOSES ON 10TH JUNE 1996

SINAISISLISE TO BE PAID TO ALL SHARE HOLDERS INCLUDING PUBLIC
SHARE HOLDERS WHO WOULD MAKE SUBSCRIPTION ONLY IN INITIAL PUBLIC

OFFERING.

IN 1ST YEAR ENDING ON 30.06.96
IN 2ND YEAR ENDING ON 30.06.97

- 5%
- 15%

IN 3RD YEAR ENDING ON 30.06.98 - 20% AND ONWARD.
(REFER TO PAGE 21 OF PROSPECTUS)




