AL-BNP close fight in

14 out of 23 seats

From Aroop Talukdar

BARISAL, June 2: Election
Ccam for the June 12 par-
liamen elections is
on in full swing in the six
southern districts of Barisal.

Patuakhali, Pﬂ::{gur. Jha-
lakathi, na Bhola un-
der Barisal

According to information
received from various sources.
at least 14 constituencies out
of 23 in the division, there will
be tough contest between the
candidates of Awami League
(AL) and adesh National-
ist Party (BNP).

in the other seats, -
lar t is likely among the
candidates of BNP and
Jatiya Party (JP).

total of 230 candidates
from different parties had
submitted nomination papers
for the 23 seats but eleven
nomination papers were can-
celled and 25 candidates
withdrew their candidature.
leaving 196 in the race.

In the six constituencies of
Barisal district the number of
candidates is 50. In the 199]
election, there were 63 candi-
dates and BNP 3 seats,
AL 2 and Workers y 1 seat.

In Barisal-1 (Gournadi-

Appointments

By Staff Correspondent

A number of new appoint-
ments have been made in the
top level administration, ac-
cording to an official handout
issued yesterday.

A former Secretary of the
Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, Mirza
Asaduzzaman Al-Faruq has
been appointed on contract
basis gr two years as the
Chairman of the Turnover Tax
Fixation Commission. His LPR
has been cancelled.

Retired Justice of the
Supreme Court, D M Ansar
Uddin has been appointed on
contract basis for one year
Chairman of the Administrative
ﬂp[;;al Tribunal.

etired Additional Secre-
tary Motahar Hossain and re-
tired Member of the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) Saidul
Huq Chowdhury have been
appointed members of the
Turnover Tax Fixation Com-
mission for one year on con-
tract basis.

Former Additional Secre-
tary Md Nasim has been appo-
inted member of the Turmover
Tax Fixation Commission for
one year on contract basis by
cancelling his LPR.

Member (administration) of
Dhaka WASA. A F M Ziauddin
Ahmed, has been appointed
the Joint Secretary of the Land
Ministry.

Hasina
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rorists. These anti-social ele-
ments have now let loose a
reign of terror to sabotage the
forthcoming polls, she added.

The Awami League leader
urged the government to
launch an allout drive through-
out the country to recover
those illegal arms and arrest
the armed terrorists in the
interest of peaceful election.

She said those who are
protesting arrest of armed ter-
rorists and recovery of unau-
thorised arms are in fact ene-
mies of the country.

On her way to Comilla.
Sheikh Hasina addressed way-
side rallies at Meghna Bridge
and Bhaber Char in Gazaria
thana, Daudkandi. Madhya
Bazar in Chandina thana and
Nimsar Jonab Ali College com-
pound in Burichang thana,
where hundreds of men,
women and children with
colourful banners inscribed
with welcome slogans, stream-
ers, festoons and life-size por-
traits of Sheikh Hasina and
Bangabandhu thronged to great
her.

She introduced her party
candidates, Engineer Abdur
Rashid for Comilla-2, Prof Ali
Ashraf for Comilla-6 and
Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru
for Comilla-5 at these wayside
rallies.

She will go to Feni tonight
lor an over-night stay there
and resume her election cam-
paign next morning. On her
wa{r to Feni via Noakhali, she
will address next morning. On
her way to Feni via Road,
Barura and Baghmara.

BSP demands
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ble to implement the DA with-
out the increase in income of
the newspapers, a BSP press
release said.

The BSP decision was taken
at an emergency meeting held
at the Ajker Kagaj office here
today with BSP president Qazi
Shahed Ahmed in the chair.

The parishad also de-

manded distribution of
newsprint according to the
drculﬂﬂnn.

Mizanur Rahman Mizan
(The Daily Khabar), Abdul
Malek (The Azadi), Mahfuz
Anam (The Daily Star), Anil Is-
lam (The Morning Sun), Mo-
hammad Zakaria Khan (The
Banglabazar Patrika), Shahadat
Hossain (The daily Ittefaq).
Qazi Nabil Ahmed (weekly
Khabarer ) and Mahbubur
R [ anakanttl;::}.
tended the meeting, press
release said. .

e

hara) constituency, Abul
Abdullah, former MP

from AL is again f in his
BNP rival in the 1991 polls
Kazi Golam Mahbub as well as
Sunil Gupta, a former MP from
JP and minister in Ershad
regime. Zahiruddin Swapan, a
student leader from Chhatra
Moitree, later joined BNP and
won the February 15 election

this year. But this time he
failed to nomination from
BNP. In | 1991 lils Abul
Hasnat Abdullah defeated Kazi

Golam Mahbub by 8843 votes.
Eight candidates from differ-
ent parties are contesting in
this constitu ;

In Barisal-2 (Bab j- Ui -

pur) seat. 10 candidates are
contesting. Rashed Khan
Menon, ormer MP from

Workers Party, faces a tough
contest against AL candidate
Syed Mainul Haq. son of late

litician Syed Azizul Ha
Nanna Mia). He was in the J
carlier. Sarifuddin Sentu. a
dissident of AL, is contesting
the pells as an independent
candidate.

Golam Kibria Tipu, a JP dis-
sident is now an independent
candidate while Golam Faruk
Avi, a former student leader. is
contesting as a JP nominee
Moazzem Hossain Alal, a cen-
tral leader of Juba Dal. was
nominated by BNP for this
seal. He won from this seat in
the February 15 election.

In Barisal-3 (Hizla-Muladi)
constituency. there are nine
candidates. Mosharraf Hossain
Manju from BNFP won from this
seat, defeating AL candidate
Abdul Bari by 4850 votes in the
1991 polls. He is facing the
same rival this time. A Ma-
habubul Haq, a former upazila
chairman. is now JP candidate
from this constituency.

In Barisal-4 (Mehendiganj
thana area) the number of con
testants is six. AL central
leader Mohiuddin Ahmed faces
a tough ﬂ‘ght against Md Abul
Hossain of BNP, Mahmud Hos-
sain al-Mamun of Jamaat-e-1s-
lami and JP candidate Abdul
Jabbar Master. In the 199]
election Mohiuddin Ahmed
won by defeating Mahmud
Hossain of Jamaat. The Jamaat
candidate is very strong this
time, sources in the area said.

Barisal-5 (Sadar) is consid-
ered by political circles a
prestigious seat. AL never got
this seat after 1973. Nine
candidates are in the race
here. They are Abdul Hannan
Chﬂwdhug — Freedom Party,
Advocate Sawkat Hossain Hi-
ron JP, Dr Ehteshamul
Nasim Biswas — BNP. Engineer
Mostafizur Rahman — JSD,
Mahabubuddin Ahmed — AL,
Muazzem Hossein Helal — Ja-
maat. Syed Nasir Ahmed
Kausar — 10J, Md Abdul Malek
Mridha and Md Hannan Serni-
abat — Independents.

Politically conscious people
and observers say a triangular
fight among Mahabubuddin of

. Dr Nasim of BNP and Hiron
of JP will take place here.

FPresident Abdur Rahman
Biswas, as BNP candidate, was
elected MP from here defeat-
ing Mahabubuddin Ahmed of
AL by 23 360 votes in the
1991 election. When he be-
came president the seat vacant
and later in the by election,
ﬁNP candidate Majibar Rah-

an Sarwar won the by-elec-
tion deleating JP candidate
Shawkat Hossain Hiron.

Dr Nasim Biswas is the
president's son and from this
seat he was elected in the
February 15 elections,

In Barisal-6 (Bakerganj).
there are eight candidates.
Former BNP MP principal Ab-
dur Rashid Khan faces former
JP MP and state minister
Ruhul Amin Howlader and AL
candidate industrialist Syed
Masud Reza. The main fight is
likely among the three.

Body recovered
By Staft Correspondent

FPolice recovered the body
of an unidentified man aged
about 32, from the Sangsad
Bhaban area in the city early
}'esterdagb

The dy when recovered
at around 1:15 am was nude
and bore marks of stab in-
juries, police sources said.

AL to observe
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Election Commission, says a
party press release.

All party nominees for the
June 12 parlianientary elec-
tions, AL units and front orga-
nizations will submit memo-
randa to their local administra-
tions.

AL general secretary Zillur
Rahman urged the city, dis-
trict and thana units of Awami
League, Jubo League, Krishak
League and Sramik League and
the members of the public to
make the June 5 programme a
SUCCESS.

Nor'wester
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48 a severe nor'wester swept
the different villages of Gablgli
and Bogra sadar thanas early
It_z::]ay. Alimu]l dﬂve hundred

ses, includi Nongola
{I:-l{;gh School and Egutg:. Erere

A large number of trees

" were also uprooted and

power
supply was disru
he pted due to
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Palestine President Yasser Arafat walks hands in hands with Israeli police officers for the

first time toward Arafat’s special plane which landed on the airport during the ceremony for

opening of the first Palestinian airport in Rafah Gaza Strip yesterday.

— AFP photo
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4 killed, 42 hurt
[ ] &
in road accident

MANIKGANJ. June 2: A
head-on collision between two
mintbuses on the Dhaka- Aricha
highway today left four people
dead and 42 others injured.
reports UNB.

Police and hospital sources
sald a Dhaka bound minibus
from Dhamrai collided with an
Aricha-bound minibus in front
Public Administration Train
Centre (PATC) at about 4:3
jrm

Two ol the passengers —
Aklimm, 35 and Abdus Sattar
17 died on the spot while an
other two — Sumon. 9 and
unidentified one aged about 40
succumbed to their injuries on
way 1o hospital,

The injured were admitted
to Savar health complex and
also sent to different hospitals
in the capital

A case was filed with Savar
police in this connection.

Richardson
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ing his visit. However. sources
said it is unlikely that he would
be able to el the chiels of
the Awami League or the BNP
as they have programmes out
side Lhe capital.

This is the second trip of
the US Congressman. He also
came here in March this year
to negotiate the political
stalemate in the country at
that time.

The US Congressman will
address a press conference be-
fore his departure this
evening

EC decision
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and Post and Telecomm-
unication Secretary M A Reza.

Chairman of the T and T
Board. Chairman of Rural
Electrification Board, acting
Electric
Supply Authority (DESA), act
ing chairman of Power Deve-
lopment Board (PDB). Director
General of Bangladesh Tele-
vision. Director General of
Radio Bangladesh and other
high officials were also present
in the meeting,

The CEC apprised the
meeting of the arrangements
for announcing the election
results, like the setun;fi up of
additional generators for the
supply of necessary electricity.
and additional telephone and
fax, installation of tempora
cenires of Radio Banglades
and Bangladesh Television and
provision of other incidental
Laeilities.

CPI to join Gowda's
coalition govt

NEW DELHI. June 2. Com
munists will join an Indian
government for the first time
since independence following
Lthe Communist Party of India's
(CPI) decision today to g:-m
Prime Minister D eV
Gowda's coalition. reports AFP

India's oldest communist
party decided to join the new

united from coalition at a
closed door meeting of its na
tional council. It said the par

ticipation ol communists in
the minority government was
“vital’

“The participation of the
left parties is vital. .. for the
work of the united Front gov
ernment, a statement released
by CPl Deputy General Secre-
lary A B Bardhan said

The natiomal council is of
the view that the participation
of left parties would greatly
coniribute in the functioning
of this government and in car-

ing out the tasks it has un-
ertaken. it said

"This is what the people
and in particular the left
masses have been looking for
ward to. it said

The CPlL founded 1925, is a
member of a leftist alliance
which has ruled West Bengal
since 1977, and was returned
lo power in the southern state
of Kerala in last month's elec-
tions.

The party

with 12 MPs in

| the 545-seat federal parlia-

ment. is a member of the
United Front cotlition which
comprises of about a dozen
centrist, regional and leftist
parties.

O accused
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sons who were picked up from
a slum near Shahabuddin's
residence were the associates
ol a leader in the slum area.
During last couple of years. he
changed his party affiliation
several times. police sources
said.

Police said that Mir
Shawkat Ali has been alleged
to be an instigator in the
killing but without substantial
evidence, they could not arrest
him.

The arrested persons, who
were placed on police remand
denied their involvement in
the killing and declined to sav
anything more in this regard
till last night. police sources
said ‘adding that they were in-
terrogating them.

Meanwhile, detective police
teams have been sent outside
Dhaka as well in search of the
nine other accused.

‘Salman's petition
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Yesterday. Barrister Rafi-
que-ul Huq submitted that the
HC passed an oral order, but is
yet Lo sign anything and that
was why he prag'td for stay of
that order till hearing of the
stay petition after receiving
the certified copv of the order.

Barrister Amir-ul Islam
submitted that before passing
the stay order it has to know
how the judgement has nreju-
diced the petitioner,

"Stay cannot be allowed in
anticipation,” he submitted

He argued that according to
the petitioner the judgement

Dhaka-7
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Salam of Jamaat-e-Islami, ac-
cording to some voters.

Sadek Hossain Khoka had
defeated AL Chief Sheikh
Hasina in Dhaka-7 con-
stituency by over 25,000 votes
in the 1991 election.

Fazlul Karim, a dedicated AL
Iﬁdﬂ-l in thei old part of the
city, is geiting city Mavor
Mo?l'lamna%l s a]lgut an:ia—
tance and advise in his cam-

paign strategy this year, party
sources said.

Acecordi to some voters,
the candidates are making
their best efforts to secure
votes of the 'silent majority'.
"Besides, minority votes will
an " rtant factor because
there is a good number of
Hindu voters in the area.” they

said.
meetings b

BNP Begum !{h!l"’-Ir
leda Zia and Jamaat secretary
general Motiur Rahman Nizami
in this constituency gave new
impetus to the campaign.
Central leaders of AL and JP
are also expected to address
rallies in the next few days,

nt publie
C

| according to party workers.

is not signed and the purport
of the judgement is to send
the matter on remand and as
such there is no possibility for
the pelitionsr to be preju-
diced.

"If there is no cause of ac-
tion there cannot be any stay”,
he pleaded.

He further submitted that
Dr Kamal. other respondents
and their lawyers were enti-
tled to notice before the stay
petition was heard.

"Stay was granted in the
residence of Justice Latifur
Rahman and his lordship's
peace was disturbed without

ving any notice," Barrister
r-ul Islam submitted.

Dr Md Zahir, advocate for
Soiltech, appraised the court
that at 8 pm on May 30 Barris-
ter Rafique-ul Huq informed
him by tf:::lphnnt that the stay

"What did prevent Mr
Rafique-ul Huq from informing
the lawyers prior to moving
the stay petition”, he asked.

Barrister Rokonuddin Mah-
mud, counsel for Eastern Bank
Ltd, submitted "Reputation of
Salman F Rahman is such that
everything should be above
vows including how the stay
petition is filed and it was back
dated 30.5.96 though in fact
the affidavit was not sworn, but
on the follo day."

Dr Kamal Hossain later

went to the Supreme Court Bar
Association and ted the
President and of the
Bar to take n steps
against such irr arities;

otherwise he would resign
from the Bar, he said.

He could not move the peti-
tion in person as he was till
i:luc to an injuring in his right
eg.

Salman F Rahman was pre-
sent in the court during hear-
ing of his petition.

The more werful com
murnst party ol India-Marxist,
CPI-M and its two small leftist
allies have however decided
lo stay away from power

A report from Srinagar
adds ree parliamentary
seals were claimed today by
candidates of former Indian
Prime Minister PV Narasimha

Rao's Congress (I) in Kashmir
in general elections Boycotted
by most Muslim politicians  of
fictal said

3 killed as o1l
tanker rams
vegetable shop

CHITTAGONG., June 2
Three people were killed and
four others injured when an oil
tanker rammed into a veg
etable shop in the city's Nasir
abad area today, reports UNB

Police and witnesses sald
the oil tanker ran into the
shop at Zakir Hossain road at
about 7.30 am after the driver
lost control of the steering

Two vegetable vendors, Sul
tan Ahmed, 30, and Sundazr
All, 24 died on the spot while
another unidentified youth
aged about 22 succumbed to
his injuries at L‘hmdkim Med
ical College Hospital (CMCH)
in the evening.

The injured were admitted
o the CMCH

Police arresied the driver
diwd seized the lorry. A case
was filed with Panchlaish
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Showcause on

Information
Secy, CEC

By SC Correspondent

The High Court Division
yesterday direcied Lhe Secre
tary. Ministry of Information
and the Chief Election Com-
missioner to show cause
within 48 hours as to why they
should not be reguested to
give coverage of the election
propaganda of Democratic Re-
publican Party on the televi-
sion and radio

The division bench of the

HC comprising Justice Mo
hammad Mozammel H and
Justice Mohammad bdul

Matin upon a writ petition
filed by Md Anisuzzaman
Khokan. convenor of Demo-
cratic Republican Party and a
tandidate for the Dhaka-5
Jatiya Sangsad constituency,
issued Lthe rule nist

The court also ordered the
respondents to show cause as
to why they should not be re
guested to call upon the peti-
tioner or his party to ess
the voters on the parliamen-

! tary election on television and

]

r;ufl-n

Complaints filed
with CEC against
Maj (Retd) Mannan

By Staff Correspondent

A number of complaints
have been lodged with the
("hiel Election Commissioner
ICEC) against Major (retd) Ab
dul Mannan, BNP nominee
Irom Dhaka- 10 (Ramna-Tej
gaon) constituency

Ramma thana unit president
of Awami League Abul Bashar
registered the complaints al
leging that the BNP candidate
has violated the clauses 3. 5
(7). 5 (17) of the Election
Code of Conduct '86, sald a
press release yesterday

The complaints lodged
against Mannan include — dis-
tribution of money among slum
dwellers, allocation of Tk
5.000 for a tubewel] at a slum
al Kakrail. pasting posters of
Mannan overlapping the
posters of AL candidate Dr
HBM Igbal, giving threats to AL
workers engaged in election-
cering, delivering speeches
hurting the religious senti
ments and making provocative
statements, the press release
added.

i

Night curfew in Calcutta
to continue

CALCUTTA. June 2: Ni

ight curfew continued to be in force

in the violence-ridden Ekbalpur police station area of south
Calcutta where the situation is now under control. the police
said today They said that curfew would be in force from 2200
hours to 0500 hours. reports PTI

Khaleda
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ment was not obstructed
certain political parties dis-
ruptive and destruciive activi-
ties like hartals. sieges. and
blockades, in the last two
}};rara. Bangladesh by now couid
ave become am Asian eco-
nomic tiger
She said those who pnce
had made Bangladesh a bot-
tomiess basket. created man-
made famine. buried thousands
of famine-victims wrapped
with banana leaves hiﬁ:d
thousands of political activists
and freedom d:l”rterl by differ-
ent bahinis. curbed freedom of
the press and intreduced one-
party Baksal
Begum Zia said if this par
ticular party gets a chance. it

wmild take revenge on the
l;rrr;:lr and again make
langladesh a bottomless bas-
ket Reject them, defeat

them through ballots en June
1 2. They are nol vour friends

des et he swaved with thei
sweel words {all talks an
false promises

Vole for the BNP
Inshaallah. one day vour wards

wollld become the President.
the Prime Minister., muinister.
physician. economist, profes-
sor, and engineer. BNP would
always stand by you as it did in
the past.” she said

egum Zia introduced her
party nominees, former whip

M A Karim Abu Abbas, Nurul
Amin Talukdar and Lutfuzza-
man Babar in Netrokona,

former state mindster Harunur
Rashid. SM Shafi, Ukil Abdus
Sattar, Mia Abdullah Wajed.
Takdir Hossain Md Jashim and
Dr Roushan Alam in Brah-
manbaria, Syed Md Faisal in
Madahbpur (Habiganj) and
Khurram Khan in Nandail. She
called upon the people Lo cast
votes in lavour ol her party
nomirnees

Begum Zia is scheduled to
address people 1n different
constituencies in Habiganj,
Moulvibazar and Sylhet tomor-
row.

CA's surprise visit
to Nat'l Archives

Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman a sur-
prise visit to the National
Archives yesterday. reports

UNB.

During the visit. he went
around ent sections of
the Archives to see the preser-
v;ﬂon of books and documents
there.

The Chief Adviser directed
the autherities concerned to
take proper care of the valu-
abile collections in it

2 killed
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came under a mob attack *
Mogdara village under Sandwip
thana

During the clash firearms
were used and a series of
rocklails were f_lpnlm amid
chase and counter-chase, po-
lice and local people sources
senicd

Police later arrested one
person from the area. He was
identified as Shah Alam.

Both BNP and AL blamed
each other for the clash.

Meanwhile, after the arrest
of Shah Alam several hundred
BNP supporters gheraoced the
Sandwip thana and staged
demonstrations demanding
the release of Shah Alam. po-
lice said

The demonstrators stayed
in front of thana till 4 am today
while tension spread around
Sarnddwip island, police added.

The BNP unit of Sandwip
yesterday observed a day-long
hartal there protest the
killing of its activists Is-
lam and demanding release of
arrested Shah Alam Immedi-

ately .

lL-ma:mrn:ml life was disrupted
yesterday at Sandwip durlnf
the hartal. ﬁlm:mmcmtnm ;
was slop and ol-
fices we;ﬁlnud. Large con-
tingents of police were de-
loyed to prevent further out-
yreak of violence.




