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Vague Manifestoes

Leading political parties came under no-non-
sense criticism from some of the country's emi-
nent economists the other dlay for avoiding vital
national issues in their election manifestoes. The
political parties most likely to go to power have
been found wanting either in the understanding
of such issues as land reform and taxation or in
the will to take them up. The inescapable fact
that the country's mainstay is still agriculture has
not at all figured in the BNI”'s manifesto. The
Awami League also seemed rebuctant to make any
commitment to improving our agriculture.

The challenge in this area was whether a party
was ready to go for a land reforrm programme like
the one the West Bengal governument had adopted
to reap both agricultural and political dividends.
However, the major parties shied away from try-
ing their hands at this crucial subject. Their va-
gue and often generalised stands on other econo-
mic issues have not helped the cause in the least.
About taxation the political parties have main-
tained an unbearable silence. As if the less said
about this unpopular subject the better. The pel-
icy on taxation can often make or unmake a gov-
ernment. Wonder of wonders, the political par-
ties have either preferred not to share their
views on taxation with the electorate or, worse,
wanted to keep the voters in the dark about.how
they will tax them after going to power.

The major political parties’ manifestoes have
greatly disappointed all who wanted to know how
the country's economy will be run when one of
them is at the helm of affairs. What is lacking is a
vision for economy in the future. When agricul-
ture and taxation are so neglected, one is forced
to read a very bad ploy in the political gamesman-
ship or, worse still, the lack of an in-depth un-
derstanding of the issues or lack of courage or
commitment to squarely face them. We do not
like to make our own conclusion as to what it is.
But we surely demand that the parties still have
time to come out and make their stands known
‘'on these unmentioned issues.

A Very Bad Day

The Dhaka-Aricha road proved its notoriety as
a death trap for the umpteenth time on Saturday
when a speeding bus jumped out of a bridge.
rolled thrice before landing and breaking into
smithereens, Killing 30 and injuring 60 in the
process. Of the injured many may succumb to
their wounds. This is the biggest toll a bus acci-
dent has taken of life within recallable memory.
At what speed the 'Nabin Baran' bus was
crossing the bridge before taking the plunge?
Some reports say it was trying to overtake a
truck. Others say it was trying to get past a truck
speeding directly towards it from in front. The
former is unlikely — a bus never overtakes a
truck on a bridge. It stands to reason to imagine
none of the vehicles were moving slowly at the
crucial moments.

This journal has for long been pleading for load
and speed checking stations as also highway pa-
trolling. How much will it cost to cover by patrol
the accident prone 50 km stretch of the Dhaka-
Aricha Road? Is it beyond government's power to
bear that? Why aren't malik samities required to
set up their own checking stations? The Dhaka-
Aricha Road cannot ever be straightened to re-
move the main cause of the accidents. The next
best things to reduce deaths on this road are the
two we recommend above. Please, heed this des-
perate counsel.

The Mawa Road was built to lessen the Aricha
Road burden considerably. Has it materialised?
There is a general feeling that Mawa Road is even
more hazardous than the old and tortueous road to
Aricha. Why?

Saturday, June 1 was a particularly bad day for
Bangladesh. Fifteen persons were electrocuted
together in a most inconceivable and horrible
manner. As electrocution deaths are few and far
between — this tragedy could well be world-
beater. Election campaigners were travelling to a
rally filling up two buses and spilling on to the
roof. A high-voltage live wire dangling from over-
head grid electrified the buses killing 15 on the
spot near Nandail and injuring about 50, some
very seriously. |

Could this happen if there were none on the
roofs? We don't know. But this once again under-
lines the danger of travelling on bus — and train-
roofs.

Our condolences for all of the victims of the
day.

A Charming Change
The ensuing polls has already created some
charming aspects about it. Something very distin-
%uishable by way of departure from the usual.
andidate behaviour has undergone a radical, al-
most revolutionary, change. They, and not their
agents and workers alone, are %ﬁing to the
doorsteps of each individual voter. They are hug-
ging and embracing whoever they can. Not all
voters are embraceable — so some one of them
started the kadambusi or kissing the feet. The
more enterprising did not wait long to take the
cue.
Now there is news candidates are stalking the
voters to their kitchen. This time there seems to
be no escaping for any voter — escaping the em-
barrassment of the cajoling candidates — all of
them rich and’ powerful and mostly respectably
aged — uttering impossible words of modesty be-
ﬂtti!l';% only a true beggar.
is is very pleasantly new, very welcomeably
novel. This unbelievably good time, alas, will be
very short-lived, ending on June 10. There are, of
course, some who are having it not so good. They
are the kinsmen of more than one candidate.
Thﬁr never had it so bad. :
ow are the candidates feeling? Will this new
exercise lend them a touch of humility? Perhaps
of such a temper, if repeated

pre-polls campa.lgna
over years, would bring that about in the mind of
many hopefuls. :

p.
ments in India. Pakistan

and Bangladesh proved one
point that a riiamenta
sysiem is to adopt as it

has certain inherent weakness
that cannot be made up by
mere legislation. Britain does
not have a written constitution
although it has a number of
statues and laws that ulate
its working. The str of
the British system is in its
conventions and the blind faith
and conviction of its leader-
ship in their own system of
governance. [n India, parlia-
mentary t took root
Becasiie oF the cammme o
the Indian leadership. i-
cularly that of Jawaharlal
Nehru. who took t care to
ensure that the Indian
Parliament became the focus of
Indian politics. In the early
days, even in the absence of a

meaningful oppesition, the
Congress leadership used the
Parlilament to air, te and

resolve all national policies,
and showed its respect to mi-
Eurity opinions in both the

ouses ghrm! them ample
nppoﬂu:jriy to heard and
listened to. Our own Chief
Advisor., Mohammad Habibur
Rahman. addressing govern-
ment officials said, virtue
of democracy lies in giving
due importance tg the opinion
of the minority and in protect-
ing their ts and privilegesd.”
The minori are not only re-
ligious ones, but all shades of
society.

Parliamentary form of gov-
ernment has en been de-
scribed as a dictatorship of the
majority. A party with a major-
ity in Parliament can just about
do anythinﬁ pass any law, fi-
nance any budget, raise what-
ever taxes it wants, undertake
any policies it feels like and
not really be accountable to
anyone, except the electorate
at the end of its term. It is the
fear of the electorate that pre.
vents responsible majorities
from acting like dictatorships.
In 1989, a 'Know-How Fund’
was set up Mrs. Margaret
Thatcher to advise the newly
liberated East Eu an coun-
iries on how to emulate British
freedom and en se. A se-
nior official of House of Com-
mons visited the Parliaments
of Poland, Hungary and
Czechoslovakia to explain the
British system, but found his
audience unimpressed when
told that "the agenda of the
House of Commons is de-
termined by the government
after informal consultation
conducted by government offi-
cials; that a v vote requires
the cipation of only 40 out

of 650 members: or that we _

regard it as the rcsgonsihility
of government rather than
Parllament to ensure that the
laws which we pass are tech-
nically correct." The East
Europeans wanted more effec-
tive checks on the power of
government. A long serving
British MP and management
consultant, John Garrett, in
his book "Westminster: Does
Parliament work?” says, “that
in matters large and small the

ower of government over

arliament is far too great for
governinent to be properly ac-
countable to Parliament and to
the electorate.” What then is
this power of government? and
what is the function of
Parliament?

It has been a basic principle
of the British Constitution that
the function of Parliament is
not to govern the country. but
o control the government,
The responsibility of govern-
ment and administration rests
with the cabinet, but the con-
vention is that the cabinet is
collectively responsible to
Parliament for the policy of the
government as a whole., and
ministers are responsible to
Parliament for the workings of
their individual ministries. It
is the function of Parliament to
hold the government, i.e . the
cabinet, accountable. In our
Constitution, these conven-
tions have been made manda-
tory by law, but the actual ma-
chinery of government re-
mains the same, So what then
is the actual function of
ParHament?

Firstly, Parliament selects a
majority to from the govern-
ment. Once this government
is formed, and unless it is de-
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Sir, A little girl asked her
father, "Do all fairy tales start
with once upon a time there
teas a king'?

" No my dear" replied the
father, "these days fairy tales
start with if | am elected."

The forthcoming election
has triggered a deluge of fairy
tales some of which deserve

laces in Guinness Book. In
act, our CEC could take upon
himself another service for the
public — declaring a prize for
the Bglitlcal party concocting
the best yarn for the gullible
volers.

In my humble opinion, the
three best fairy tales that have
so far surf are; if elected,

~ (1) AL will introduce an
honest government and run
the country by consensus.

(2) BNP will arrange pen-
sion for all uld-\:ﬂg people.

(3) Jamaat will solve coun-
try's unemployment problem
within three years and create
three crores new jobs.

The JP still has time to
catch up with their tales. As
there is free competition,
more s will no doubt sur-

. [ace fore 12 June. Let us
look forward to some enter-
tainment. i

It will indeed be great

honour and relief 10 a country

like Bangladesh if our lnh:ntcd.
politicians lend their services
& ;

feated on the f(loor of the
House, it becomes a power
;ntﬂ:udf. It i:;hchﬁmctm of

artiament to te, Lo pass
laws. But in practice almost all
legislation originates from gov-
ernment. or more precisely,
from the bureaucracy that form
the administration. With com-
pulsory on lines as
per our article 70, no ern-
ment legislative initiative can
be rejected. Aside from pri-
mary lcg}-latlﬂn. Nnuimerous
second legislation, standing
n:gullt:g orders, rules, regu-
lations are umtﬁu: by the mf -
tive aff ay life
of the ;%”‘llm m;nmm of
these come under the over-
sight of Parliament. In fact, in
legislation it is the govern-
ment. and not parliament, that
is su :

Parliament exists to exam-
ine, and to authorise, govern-
ment spending. Here too, the
majority strength of govern-
ment ensures that it can carry
through any ﬁoli-:, it pleases

It is the function of
Parliament to scrutinise gov-
ernment. This perhaps is its
most important role. It is

through this scrutiny that

Parliament can hold the gov-
ernment and individual minis-
ters accountable for their -
cies and the way in which
their ministries are run.
Parliament does not make

policy. That is| the sole pre-
ll;ﬁvt ﬂ'ﬁTﬂﬂ
ament exists to examine,
to criticise these policies, and
to ensure its implementation
in the spirit it was formulated.
This scrutiny can take dif-
ferent forms. It could be call-
ing attention of ministers
through questions to be an-
swered on the floor of the
House, through adjournment
motions to debate issues of
current importance, and
through committees of
Parliament on different min-
istries. While the Bangladesh
Constitution provides for all
these measures, its effective-
ness is diminished by certain
contradictions, and we need to
look at them to find where we
are going wrong. |
An aspect of the develop-
ment of the parliamentary
system in the later part of this
century has been the role of
the Prime Minister. There
used to be a time when the
Prime Minister would be de-
scribed, in relation to his cabi-
net colleagues, as the first
among equals. This is not re-
ally the case since it is he who
appoints or dismisses minis-
ters. Nowadays, most cabinet
governments are identified
with the Prime Minister. We
do not say it is a conservative
cabinet, but we normally say it
is Mr John Major's govern-
ment. This leading role of the
Prime Minister means that he,

“more than his colleagues. is

responsible for the policies of
his government, and it is he
who should answer questions

Parliament selects a mqjority
it is defeated on the floor of the House, it becomes
Parliament to legislate, to pass laws. But in practice

. the executive.”

to from the government.

a power unto itself. It is the function of

Mdllma'_htm' originates from gov-

in Lthe House directly. This is a
system that has been adopted
in the House of Commons
where twice a week for 15
minutes, the Prime Minister
Answers questions on every
aspect of government and its
es.

Another form of scrutiny is
through - ministerial nancf‘i'nq
committees of Parliament
This committee system devel-
oped in the United States al
most from the first sessions in
1789. By 1810, there were 10
committees of Congress. Over
the next hundred and fifty
years, committees peaked to
about 63 in the House of
Representatives and 74 in the
Senate. A great portion of the
work of Congress is now done

in commiitiees.

In the British system.
commitiees were set up as
early as 1848 when a commit-
tee was formed to look into
the ex ftures of the army
and the na? In 1861, a
Standing Order created the
Public Accounts Committee
which was entrusted with
looking into the expenditure of
the government in relation to
the hllrlﬂri .uphlmrrn‘r'rl l'.ﬂl"

Parliament. However, it would
be another 100 years belore
the House of Commons would
consider other forms of com-
mittees to scrutinise govern-
ment policies. After the sec-
ond World War, the new
I‘tm Dmfu.-nl expended
its “to der social and
even ecommercial activity. As a
consequernce, the size of gov-
ernment. and the accompany-
ing administrative machinery,
exploded. The result was that
Parliament found it difficult to
really know what was or.
In 1956, a Select Compittee
on Nationalised Induastries was
formed but no further moves
to set up other committees
were taken. although pressure
for reform of Parliament was

bulldin%u .
In 984, Bernand Crick

wrote a book called 'The
Reform of Parliament'. In it, he
said "Politics, not law, must
explain the concept and prac-
tice ol Pariamentary control of
He went on to
say that meaningful controel
was that whic did not
threaten parliamentary defeat
of a government, but which
kept it responsive to public
opinion. He wrote. "Control
means influence. not direct
power: advise, not command:
criticism. not obstruction;
scrutiny. not initiation; and
publicity, not secrecy.” The
elaboration of this concept was
that Parliaments serve to in-
lorm the electorate and not to
overthrow governments:; gov-
ernments must govern, but
strong governments need
strong opposition and that
governments must plan and
control finances both in broad
terms and in detail. Crick's
book gave strenpgth to the re-
form movement and in 1978 a

special Select Committee on
Procedures was set up to rec-
ommend changes This
Committee produced a radical
report that included 76 ree-
ommendations on legislation,
financial control. the OTEanisa-
tions of parliamentary sessions
and so forth. The most impor-
tant of these recommenda-
tions. which was adopted in
1979. was the setting up of
Departmental Select
Committees (Ministerial
Standing Committees) for each
ministry. These Select
Commitiees have 11 members
each, reflecting the party r
resentation in Parliament Tz
Chairmanship of the
Commiittees is also distributed
according to party s hs.
Once it is decided which |
would chair which Committee
the members elect the
Chairmen. Ministers cannot be
members of these Standing
Committees as it is their poli-
cies that are to be scrutinised.
It is the function of these
committees to scrutinise .
ernment policy. They ulate
their own meetings and can

send for persons. including
ministers (o appear hefore it

R

to give evidence. They can
send for papers. and hear evi-
dence in public. The reports of
these committees are usually
h}{v consensus and are sent to
E[‘ht government as advice,

€S€ reperts are also pub-
lished. P government is .pot
bound to accept all recom-
mendations. but it usaally re-
sl!;l:ﬂnds with a public reply in
the form of a white paper.
Since it is all in the open. pub-
lic opinion becomes the de-
termining factor.

It has been said that the
creation of these Departmental
Standing Committees is per-
haps the most important re-
form of the House of Commons
this half of the century. Under
the Hangladesh Constitution,
and our Parliamentary Rules of
Procedure, we' have the provi-
sion of Ministerial Standing
Committees. Indeed. these
comimiittees, which came into
force in the 2nd Parliament as
carly as 1979 are very power-
ful. But it suffers from a. basic
defect. Ministers are manda-
torily the Chairmen of most of
the committees. When the ex-
ecutive who is to be scruti-
nised is also the scrutiniser,
little result can be expected.

The creation of ministerial
standing committees had been
debated in the Indian
Parliament for a long time. In
1989, with active encourage-
ment by Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi. three committees
were set up lor Agricultural,
Science and Technology and
Environment and Forest. The
success of this experiment
prompted the Indian
Parliament to adopt fully this
system in March. 1993. There
are now joint standing com-
mitlees (composed of mem-
bers of both Lok and Rajya
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to other countries in distress.

For example. this is an elec-
tion year in the USA and job

creation is the main issue
there. Our Jamaat chiefl could
spend most of his time there
and help President Clinton win
the election.

Of course, our AL chief
could advise both .Italy and
Japan, beset by so many scan-
dals about kickbacks, as to how
to set up honest governments.

Without doubt our BNP
chief will be sought out by so
many countries! I can only
name Russia lo start with.

Should we be unfair to JP?

They can advise Indian
oliticians, how to make the

t out of a hung Parliament.

Iskander Meah
Gulshan North

Water supply

Sir, Water is the most pre-
cious resource and it is the ba-
sic element for human survival.
In the water-scarce regions,
the water resource determines
who will live and who will die.

« In the context of tremen-
dous shortage of WASA water
supply one must calculate the
penalties payable due to non-
augaljr of mhle water. We are
tired of . ts on 'Or-
saline’ but why oral saline

alone! The World Bank assis-
tance towards supplying water
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for human consumption is
comparatively low in view of
long pay back period.

AB report indicated that
poor Third World countries
produce enough ‘peanuts’ and
these are exported to Euro-
pean countries where they are
used as cow fodders resulting
in higher milk output. These
milk are subsequently ex-

ported to many of those
peanut-exporting countries in
the form of powder milk. but-
ter oil and so on.

Under the same backdrop
many multinational or local
companies produce medicines
s0 as to combat water-borne
diseases like diarrhoea,
cholera and so on but little ef-
fort is made to supply water.

Let the planners ponder
over it seriously!

Ahmedul Alam
14, Eskaton Garden
Dhaka- 1000

Dewan Abdul Basith

Sir, Kindly allow me to ven-
tilate my views on the above
subject through the columns of
your est daily.

Dewan Abdul Basith a
prominent politician of undi-
vided Pakistan breathed his
last on 22nd May, 1996 at the
age of 85 Born in a reputed
Zaminder family of . Moul-
vibazar, he graduated from Ali-

————

gar Muslim University, joined
politics and took active part in
Pakistan movement. He was
general secretary of Assam
Muslim League and in that ca-
pacity plaved a crucial rule for
inclusion of Sylhet in erstwhile
East Pakistan. He was a mem-
ber of Assam Legislative
Assembly. After emergence of
Pakistan, he became a member
of East Pakistan Assembly. He
became leader of the House of
East Pakistan Assembly and
Minister of Commerce and In-
dustries in 1964. He continued
in that napa{:itr till promulga-
tion of martial law in 1969.
After Independence of Bang-
ladesh he spent most of his
time in Holy Mecca.

In an age when honesty in
politics has bhecome a rare
virtue and integrity rarer, still
Dewan Basith upheld those
virtues with unserving fidelity
Everybody who came in con-
tact with him was deeply im-
pressed by his great gualities
of head and heart. The man
who led a long, active and j?{v-
ful journey through his life. de-
serves to be remembered by
the nation with respect and
nostalgia. May his soul rest in
peace.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhala Cantonment

Sabha) for most ministries.
The functions of these com-
mittees include (a) cornsidera-
tioni of the Demands for Grants
(budget) of the ministries comn-
cerned. (b} examining Bills
pcniiniﬁ to the ministries
coricerned: (c] comsideration
of annual reports of ministries
and making reports on them:
considering natienal basic
long-term policy documents
resented to the Houses.
hese committees cannot.
however econsider the matters
of day to day administration of
the concerned ministries.
Indian tical commentators
are enthusiastic about these
new committees as. like in
most other sSys-
tems, committees are becom-
ing the focal peint of the legis-
latures
it is’' the nature of the par-
liamentary system that once a
government is formed. a dis-
tinet difference develops be-
tween the government. ie..
the ministers. and their own
arty MPs. The backbenchers
ee]l left out as t have no
role in policy, ation. or,
for that mafter. anything else.
This creates a unnecessary

hostility towards their own
government, and results in
party intrigue and backbiting
which, in turn, leads to the
goveinment developing a siege
mentality and over-sen-
sitive to criticism. This is po-
itically unhealthy. If, however,
all MPs are given a role to play,
there can be a healthier d -
opment of politics and parlia-
ment. ¥
The 5th Parliament served

out its full term. It is just about
its only claim to fame. But the
5th Parliament failed in its
grimar}r task of maklnF

arliament the focal point. It
failed to debate national issues,
it failed in not being the forum
for making policy statements,
it failed by not allowing the
opposition to perform its
function of scrutiny, it failed in
transFarcncy. Much of the fail-
ure of the 5th Parliament rests
with the government of that
time, the BNP. eir failure
stems from not underst
the parliamentary system,
from not to having the convic-
tion required to make it work,
from a lack of leadership
in not keeping its members
properly disciplined and gen-
erally being very smug in their
attitude. They should have re-
alised that their government

existed enly because
Parliament existed.
The government hardly

ever made a policy statement
in Parliament. They made pol-
icy statements in public meet-
ings, at seminars attended by a
few dozen people. at founda-

tion laying ceremonies and
even at interviews to visiting
officials. But hardly any in
Parliament. The former
Speaker of the House of
Commons, Lord Weatherill told
an interesting story'of the time
he was Speaker. One morning,
watching TV. he saw Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher
make a policy statement to the
reporters. Immediately he
called her office 1o say that he
wanted to seg Lthe PM make
the statement on the floor of
the House when Parliament
convened in the afternoon.
The PM soon called back to
tell him that she would not be
able to attend Parliament that
afternoon as she was busy with
a visiting head of government,
and thal was the reason she
made the stalement in the
morning Lo the media. The
Speaker then told her, “that
Madam Prime Minsler is vour
problem. [ would still like to
see you on the floor at 3:30",
The Prime Minster came to
Parliament at the fixed time
and made her policy state-
ment. A couple of years back,
Prime Minster Narasima Rao
addressed a seminar at
Singapore. During question
time. a participant asked him
when his government would
make the Rupee fully convert-

ible. He smiled and said. "If |
tell you this here, my
Parliament will take me to
task. These decisions must

first be told to them." This feel
for parliamentary priorities
comes from conviction and
knowledge.

The Awami as oppo-
sition in Parliament kept say-
ing that the Parliament was
not working. They blamed the

overnment far the faflure of
the 5th Parliament. said
that the Prime Minister did
not attend the sessions, that
she did not answer any ques-
tions., that she did net take

question,
blind ruler or a ruler who
flouts wisdom 7
"Kautilya prefers a blind ruler

policy statements. that th{
ministers were evasive in their
replies. that the standing
committees were controlled by
ministers and officrals and so
on. They mentioned that it is
the primary responsibility of
En#ernmcnt to make

arlament work. They seem
to have learnt from their expe-
rience in Parliament. In their

election manifesto t hawve
said that Parliament be the
focal point of policy decisions

The leadership of the Awami
League have said that if t

have an opportunity, they

introduce a Prime Minister's
J“Juestion time. They said that
the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) will be
a opposition mem-

committees. It is in-
deed encouraging to receive
this commitment to
Parliamentary reform from one

of our major political parties.

The Jatiya Party is also spe-
cific. They have said in their
election manifesto that they

will introduce a

have said that
will change the Rules of
Procedure to remove Ministers
from ministerial standing
committees, and that (he
chairmanship of such commit-
tees will be shared by all par-
ties accordin to their
sirengths in Parliament. They
have stated that they will not
use the provision of ordinance
loc make laws. have
that a special Parliament
Committee would be formed
make the administration and
bureaucracy accountable to
Parliament. This Committee
would also analyse the ap-
pointment, promotion and
transfer of lap level govern-
ment officials. For a party with
little g:rhnmentur experi-
ence, the Jaliya Party seems to
have understood the essence
ol the system and have put
lorward specific proposals
One must credit them for that
in October, 1994. three
MPs of the Jatiya Sa . LK
Siddiqui of the BNFP, Motia
Chowdhury of the Awami
League and Ebadur Rahman
Chowdhury then of the Jatiya
Parlg visited Britain to look al
the British Parllamentary sys-
tem. On their return they -
pared a joint report ich
they published and circulated
to their garty leadership, other
MPs an thchmedll- In their
report they highlighted what
they observed, and related it to
their own working experience
They also made a number of
recommendations for the
Jatiya Sangsad to adopt. In
September, 1995, a seminar
was held to discuss these rec
ommendations. ! was at-
tended and farlinpntﬂ:l by
Lord Weatherilt who said that
the report of the 3 MP's was
one of the finest he had ever
come across as il described
the essence of the British sys-
tem extremely aptly. He was
very enthusiastic about the
recomunendation as he t ht
it would give substance to the
Bangladesh Parliament. The
other participants included
representatives of the BNP.
the Awami League, the Jatiya
Party and the Jamaat-e-lslami.
the major parties in the 5th
Parliament. The MPs individu-
ally and collectively endorsed
the recommendations and
pledged that they would try to
adopt them in the next
Parliament. The recommenda-
tions include: a) to make pol-
icy statements first in the
House, b} to introduce a Prime

" Minister's Question time, c) to

make the ministerial standing
committees independent of
the executive, d) to bn‘ng the
Comptroller ahd Auditor
General (CAG) under parlia-
mentary control. e} to set a
Code of Conduct for MPs and f)
to provide stafl and office sup-
port for MPs.

‘The 7th Parliament is about
to be elected. It is likely that
the new Parliament will
have a lot of new members
who will be first time MPs. But
it is also likely that the leader-
ship will be with those who
were in the 5th Parliament,
whether in government or op-
position. Over the last two

ears, the nation has paid a
eavy price for democracy and
sovereignty of Parliament. If
the politicians and their. par-
ties truly hold that the
Parliament should be supreme.
then they must make it work.
The issues and the solutions
are on the table before them
They need 1o heed that it is a
tar more informed electorate
than ever before. ‘Possibly more
copies of our Constitution have
been sold in the last six
months than in the previous
six years. Politicians must re-
alise that the 7th Parliament js
theirs to make or break, and
should jt break, it will be the
beginning of the end of our po-
litical system.

In Kautilya's 'Arthosastra’ he
speaks of rulers and asks the
‘Who is better: a
His reply.

since he can be influenced by

counsel; but a ruler who flouts
wisdom bnngs ruin on himself
and the state

disabled ruler or an inexperi-
enced ruler?”,

. "Who is better: a

asks Kautilya
His reply, "a disabled ruler re-

spects his usual duties. but an
inexperienced ruler does as he

pleases”. OQver two thousand

years have passed, and we are
yel to lu_q-n.

Concluded)
(The writer, a former MP

from BNP, is an occasional
columnist and one of the di
rectors
and Cholce (CA

policy research bedy.)
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