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Pete Sampras
(World No 1 tennis star)

"For me to win French
it will h:dre a little bit of-
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Ma's new
recruits flop

BELJING, June 1: Chi.naa
new-look "Ma family army”
women's running squad has
failed to win any places on
China's Atlanta Dlympics team,
while rival and former "army"
member Wang Junxia has
coasted into the line-up, offi-
c:ials said on Friday.

World record holder Wang
will be the only runner once
coached by controversial su-
percdach Ma Junren to take
part in this year's Olympics, an
official of China's Athletics As-
sociation told Reuters by tele-
phone.

"Everyone feels regret that
the "Ma family army" can't
qualify for {}lympics but the se-
lection was fair.” the official

said.
Wang, who holds the 3,000
m=tres and 10.000 metres
world records, ran the year's
fastest times in the lﬂ 000
and 5,000 metres in trials this
month in Nanjing.

Selectors used the Nanjing

trials as a basis for the
Olympic team and had
-1alified ‘easily for both the
.000 and 10, metres, the
officials said.

Jiang Bo, the star of Ma
Junren’'s regrouped army,
failed to win a place after
Liaonjng officials and coaches
told her not to take part in a
last-ditch qualifier in northern
Hebel province.

Jiang had earlier crashed
out of the Nanjing 5,000 me-
tres ﬂna} in tears. i

“The coaches think now it
is tog late for Jiang Bo to pre-

re for the Olympics,” the of-

cial said.

Ma has been rebuildin
" once-formidable team which
broke up in 1994 after Wang

led a mutiny in protest against

Ma's methods; which she de-

scribed as brutal, unhealthy
and humilialing

Ma's new group of runners
won an international relay ma-
rathon in Beijing last month,
suggesting a turn-around in
their fortunes but their poor

performance in Nanjing sho-
cked their prﬂiuus y cnnﬁ’
dent coach.

The officials jnined Chinem:'

newspapers in attributing the
team's failures to anxiety over
Ma, who sat out the trlai”s in a
Beijing hospital because of an
intestinal aflment.

i "The illness of Ma coach re-
a

sults, lowered their level," the
spur}‘;s nﬂliic:ta.l said.

"But they are young so there
will still he many ﬂpngrtuniu:ﬂ
for them,” another cial said.

Eubank will
pay damages

BIRGHTON, England, June
1: Former worl champiun
Chris Eubank said Thursday he

will éompensate two women

who were burned at a firework

display he staged, reports AFP.
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Saifuddin Lablu (L), who fell frum grace in tht previous round after mncedmg his ﬁrnt

defeat at the hands of Khandeker Kayes Hasan, pondering his next move against Tanima
Parveen in the eight round engagement of the 22nd national chess championship at the NSC
chess room yesterday. Lablu drew with Tanima.

Defending cham-
on IM Reefat-
in-Sattar exten-

ded his all-win

record to eight
on a trot to con-
solidate his solo lead in the
22nd national chess cham-
pionship on completion of the
eighth round at the NSC chess
room yesterday.

Reefat, who plays for
Bangladesh Biman in the do-
mestic chess league, in this
round defeated Rafiqul Islam
lo maintain one and a half
point lead from his nearest ri-
vals IM Ziaur Rahman and Sai-
fuddin Lablu.

Playing with black pieces,
Reefat needed only 34 moves
to outwit Rafiqul's Ruy Lepez

opening. With this win Reefat
dﬁht points from

as many matches in the 15

round Swiss Jeague meet and

maintained his smooth sail to-
wards retaining the title.

On the other hand Reefat's
potential challenger and Biman
teammate Ziaur Rahman in
this round defeated Hasibul
Hasan Hanif for his fifth win to
closely follow the table leader
with six and a half .

Zia, who lost the track after
con a draw followed by a
.crucial defeat at the hands of

Sports Reporter

Reefat in the previous rounds,
seemed to have settled into a

ﬁomr: when he comfortably~

at Hanif after 30 mowves in
the match played in the line of
closed variation of the Sicilian
delfence.

But for Lablu, who clung on
to the top slot along with
Reefat till the end-of the :imh
round, it was another di
pointing day after hl1 ma

Nat'l weightlifting
begins June 25

The 21st national senior
and second junior weightlifting
championships will begin at
Kushtia DSA asium on
June 25, two days ahead of the
scheduled date. reports UNB.

The organisers in a ESress
release yesterday asked all its
affiliate bodil:s to send their
entries by June 15 and also to
report to the General

Secrefary of Kushtia [}S.A by 4
pm on June 24.

Army aquatic

SAVAR, June 1: Annual
aquatic meet of the Bangladesh
Army began at the BKSP
umnumnijuu; al Savar today,

reports B

- ﬂr‘lu

— Star photo

Reefat tightens grip

defeal against Khandaker
Kayes Hassan in the seventh
round when a lowly-rated Tan-
ima Parveen forced him to a
draw after 59 moves.
' The outcome of yesterday’s
match was obviously a rude
reminder for Lablu. a seasoned
but not a champion tam-
aigner. that lacks the
iller instinct to set the local
chess on fire.

Lablu now shares the sec-
ond slot with Zia, both collect-
ing six and a half points while
Kayes. fresh after his inspiring

over Lablu. falled to
up lhe ood work when

nuI to Fide Master Rezaul
Hu and hnd lo be content
wﬂh the third position with
five points from eight matches.

MnnnE the two young play-
ers in the fray. Abdu

lah-al
Rakib defeated Abul Kasem
Bhutyan to raise his tally to five
while Enamul Hossain Rajib
drew with Shawkat Hossain
Pallab to share the crowded
forth position with Tahmidur
Rahman., Nasir Ahmed and
Hanif, all having collected four
and a half LS.

Meanwhile, in the other
matches of the day, Tahmid
defeated Mizanur man Labu
and Nasir took only 16 moves
to tame Aminul Islam.
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ATLANTA. June ]

(AP}: The Olym-

E: calendar may

_ ett VELY

Athnes | B . but the list
1228 _J of things Atlanta
must do to be ready for the

Games never seems to shrink.

The money and construc-
tion matters that for six years
have consumed organisers of
the Summer Games are. with
50 days to go Thursday. still
there,

Then there's a new fervour
for protecting visitors from the
heat, prompted by the realisa-
tion of what everyone in At-
lanta has long known: it's go-
ing to be a scorcher.

And there's- plenty more
unfinished business.

“That's not dnusual, said
Richard Pound, the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
member from Montreal who
has most closely watched At-
lanta’s preparations.

"1 come from a city where
the last person with a .paint
brush was backing out of the
opening ceremonies as the
athlete with the Greek flag
stepped on the track.” said
Pound. "Itll get done. Don't
worry about it."

To which the Atlanta Com-
mittee for the Olympic Games
might say; Thanks, Iglck. For it
was Pound who added to the
committee's workload last
week by recommending that
more be done to shelter ath-
letes from the heat.

The men's marathon al-
ready had been rescheduled to
the morning and the eques-
trian course was shortened.
When the temperature hit 92
degrees Fahrenheit (33.3 Cel-
sius) this month at a track
meet to open the Olympic Sta-
dium, Pound and other 10C
members in attendance de-
cided that extra steps were
needéd. -

The Atlanta committee has
since ordered about a dozen

tents with misting fans for the

- tg qualify

“tighten u

stadium to keep track and
field athletes cnu] while they
wait to compete. Dave Mag
gard. the cnmmittt:cs rt.li
director, said there will a]so be
similar units at thé soccer and
field hockey venues.

There will be no such pro-
visions for spectators though
Coca-Cola plans to put misters
in about 30 "fan refresher” sta-
tions at various Olympic sites.

Spectators are being bom-
barded by warnings to dress
aPlﬁrnpriatciy and to drink lots

uids. When Olympic tickets

- .
Draw will suit

W L

Aussies fine

SYDNEY. June 1: Australia
needs only a goalless or 1-1
draw in Sunday's Olympic play-
off match against Canada here
as the 16th team for
the Atlanta football tourna-
ment, reports AFP.

The Australians are in a
stronger position than Canada
after scoring two away goals in
last weekend's 2-2 first leg
draw in Edmonton.

If Sunday's match is locked
at 2-2 after 90 minutes, the
first goal scored in extra time
will be deemed the winner.

The match wi]l be decided
on penalties if there is no
scoring in 30 minutes of extra
time.

Canadian coach Bob Lenar-
duzzi said Friday his side
lacked discipline and organi-
sation in the first match, and
that his midfield failed to
compete.

"We need to play 100 per
cent better than the first game
to have a chance of success,
Lenarduzzi said.

"To salvage a draw was for-
tuitous having played poorly,
but we're still in with a show.

"They ran at us in the mid-
dle of thc park and we must
in that area. We
showed them too much re-
spect.”

* fact

reporting

Atlanta races against time

are sent out in a few days. for
example, they'll come in an
envelope printed with heat
tips,

Finances and venues remain
the chief pressures facing or-
ganisers.

Though confident of raisi
enough money to pay the 1.
billion dollars bill for staging
the Summer Games, Atlanta

organisers acknowledge they'll

be scouring for pennies even
as Gloria Estefan takes the
stage at the closirig ceremony.
urrently, AC is about
160 million dollars shy of its
goal. Though it is projected
that revenues generaled dur-
ing the Games will make up
the gap. an accountant re-
cently cautioned that the
committee is at risk of faili
to break even. willg

There will be no govern-
ment safety net if the Games
end in the red. .

“We're pgoing to raise the
amount we said we would, and
spend only that amount,” said
Billy Payne, ACOG president.

ACOG's, competition venues
are built, but still need finish-
ing touches, refinements and
decorations. An Olympic park
won't be finished until a few
days before the games.

Though the stadium hosted
its inaugural track meet with-
out major problems, and in
most in attendance
praised the facility, the heat
was not the only drawback.

Most glaring was an error in
the winner of the
100-metre dash. Carl Lewis
was initially declared the win-
ner, when actually he was
beaten by Dennis Mitchell.

International journalists
seized upon the mistake as
evidence that Atlanta is not
ready for the Games.

"It wasn't as well coordi-
nated as we wanted it to be,"
said Maggard, who added that
the results system was infeior
to the one that will be in place
for the Olympics.

influenced his nunners’ re--
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" It's time-out for the players as rain invades the ground durin[ the Office.cricket final
between Regensea and Acme Laboratories at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday evening. The’
match was eventually postponed for the day leaving thm frustrated national players

indulge in prolonged chinwag.

—3Star photo

Ram plays

Dhak:ﬂmm

Sports Reporter

The final-ol the sgecord
Office cricket league betwéen
Regensea Lines and Acme
Laboratories was abandoned
yesterday due to inclement
weather that had been frustrat-
ing both the organisers and
the players for the last three

scheduled to be
held on May 30 at the Dhaka
Stadium, the day-night affair
had earlier witnessed down-

E;rig! nally

pour leaving at 61/1
on the first da fore the um-
pires called the match and

refixed it for Saturday.

But resuming the innings
last evening. Regemsea could
play only 13 overs scoring
118/3 before the seasonal rain
once again intruded and

washed out the match for an-
other day.

Opener Athar Ali Khan. who
resumed the Regensea inmin
with skipper Faruque Ah
ucured a lished 51 before

z last batsman out
on the day. On the other hand
:‘:quuc was dismissed for only

Meanwhile, weather pe;-
mitting, Regensea will resume
lhl:ir innlngu today at 10 am
with Akram Khan and Azam
Igbal, the two not out batsmen
on 34 and | respectively
hopefully be awaltm for a
healthy total in their share of
45 overs,

School h'ball

results

Sports Reporter

- Rajdhani ngl School rolled
up a helpless Shaheed Smritl
HI Srhuul while Rajarbagh
Police Lines High School
struggied fo beat an spirited
Bangladesh Rifles School and
College in the boys' section of
the 7th schools handball Lour:
nament at the court adjacent
to the Dhaka Stadium yester

4

In the day's first match.
Rajdhani har a crushing 7
2 goal defeat on Shaheed

Smriti while the Rajarbagh
boys survived a scare belore
SCTa home with a shaky 17
15 win over the Rifles High.

Meanwhile., on the distafl
side, Dhanmondi Govt High
School blanked BFF Shaheen
School 14-0 while defending
champions Viquaronnessa
Noon School " overpoured
Adarsha High School of
Narayanganj by ten goals to.two
for their second .consecutive
vic

Besides. Moghbazaar Girls
High School beat Rifles School
and College 9-5 and Ispahani
Girls handed a crushing 9-3
defeat on Dhanmondi Futorial,
in the other billing on the day.
All the matches of the girls
section were held at the
Women's Sports Complex.

Lara raring to
go Down Under

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad.
June 1: Brian Lara has pro-
mised to keep his mouth shut
and let his batting speak for
him, reports Reuter.

The West Indies batsman,
reprimanded last month for
two incidents -during the
World Cup, said: "The way |
want .to repay the people of the
West Indies is by ensurin
score- some hi totals an
that we win t next Tests
series later in thc year.”

“We must aim to be number
one in cricket.”

Lara. holder of the world
record Test score. was repri-
manded over derogatory re-
marks attributed to him after
the shock World Cup defeat by

- Kenya and his row with team

physiotherapist Dennis Waigh
He-said he would like "to
thank all those who supported
him during a mixed 1995-
1996 season. There were many
ups and downs, now I am
hoping that only my runs will
S -y :
Lara also said he wants to
remain focused for the Test
series in Australia later this

"That is a crucial Test
series for all of us, we have a
lot to prove and win back he
said.

"To' me, it promises to be
one of the biggest battles ever,
We will probably be the under-
dogs on this occasion, but that

' suits us just fine, we are com-

ing to Australia to wm and
avenge that loss last i

e West Indies, led b:,r re-
tired captain Richie Richard-
son, lost their first Test series
in 15 years to Mark Taylor's
Australians in the Caribbean.

Canada aiming
‘more medals
in Atlanta

MONTREAL, Canada, June
1: Canada will send more than
300 competitors to the Atlanta
Olympics in hopes of increas-
ing its 18-medal showing at
the 1992 Barcelona Games,
reports AFP.

Canadian Olympic Associa-
tion spokesman Francois Roch
sald the team is aiming for at
least 18 to 20 medals. At
Barcelona, the team won seven

.gold medals, four silvers and

severr bronzes,

The final roster will be an-
nounced June 19 here. The
Canadian Olympic programme
has a budget of about 2.9 mil-

~ lon dollars (US).

Athleties should be a”

of the Canadians, with
mmm champion Donovan
Bailey and gold medalist Bruny
Surin plus Pan American ch-
ampion Gltnrﬂ-]? Gilbert spar-

k
mgyr. nrimnﬂng and syn-

also have
& top Cunadinn n%s.. b
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NEW DELHIL Ju-
ne b C?rrrr Na-
viot Sidhu, whn
quit India's V-
of England
announced

e \

immediate retirement |
Tesis after being dropped 101 |
one-day match, is to pul his
case 1o Indian crickei chiefs.

report agencies.

Sidhu said on Friday hl!' was
deeply anguished at his treat-
ment by the team manage-
ment, and that uitting the

me had inflic a 'scar om

is soul” forever.

The first Indian to walk out
on a touring team in the coun-
try's 64-year- Test history,
Sidhu said he had submitted
his cases to the president and
secretary of the of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI)
and maintained their reaction
would be final and acceptable
without debate.

"l am ready to shed my
blood for the coun but with

ity.” Sidhu told Reuters by
te one from Patiala in Pun-

j 3

Asked whether he would
reconsider his decision to re-
tire. he said: “I'd like to wait
for the cricket board's ver-
dict.”

Sidhu, 32, quit the England
tour on Monday and an-
nounced his retirement after
he was dropped for the third
and final one-day international
against England, which India

lost by four wickets at Oid
Trafford.

He returned te India on
'I."hurme‘l:;t}lr

‘It is with great rcﬂrﬂ and
a lot of soul lcarrhln? have
arrived at this painful deci-

sion.” he said
statement.

in a writien

"If was never my wish to

‘quit but the decision has been
upon me by circum-

imposed
stances that have been brewing

HOT OvVer a

"During the course of the
year certain events have rein-
lorced my belief and made me

NAVJOT SIDHU

realise that even after
performing with distinction
and consistency over a long
period | am still unwanted.
“The events of the last few
days in England are the final
nail in the coffim which has
almost made me a nefvous
wreck where | could neither

duju-ttmtu-:r-drnutnnnf

ﬂ'l..lﬂ't

Hm has given me

Sldhu puts War-pamt on

more . pride and plea-
surctha.r: for my coun-

t.ry Itmumudum

By e e
hawve 4 on M’Jﬂ
ishment whose scar
main on my soul
added Sidhu.

He refused to point the fin-
ger aIIam individual,
most jormer cricket players in
India have sympathised with
Sidhu and blamed his woes on
olndia's captain. Mohammad

l Schis ;

The dashing Sidhu. made
his international debut in 1983
and was the India team's

lon - ;
Gn arrival ‘at New Delhi he

illl'l.'.'rl:r

refused to speak to reporters
thronging the rt. Sidhu
left immediately Patiala.

where he lives. and later met
with Indian cricket official IS
Bindra.

"The Indian cricket team is
like a large family,” Sidhu said
in his statement. "1 would not
like to tarmish its fair pampe

hmauuufmyﬁrmm
just one or two

persons.”
Former indian captain Kapil
Dev on held 'Azhar-
uddin respon for Sidhu's
L .
will blame Azharuddin for
Sidhu's stunning" decision to
leave the team in the middle of
the tour though | am not
with the ﬂrtcrm
cision to quit,” htllidhlh

Delhi.
"Ttulhud liln.llll

ot heppened b

ﬂllﬂiﬂﬁﬂﬂhﬂﬂlﬂﬂ“
out n su of Sidhw and
criticised captain Azharuddin.

N, tgh tmares await co-hosts

SEOUL., June 1.
The unprerrdrn
ted sharing of the
2002 foothall
World Cup will

impose a night-
marish strain on organisers in

rivals Japan and South Korea,
lpl'.‘lv, icials said here today.

el face a lot of pfﬂh'ﬂ'l‘ll
to sort out together with
Japanese, but the problems are
not insurmountable,” an official
of the Korea World Cup Bid-
ding committee (KOBID) told
AFP,

“1 think the two countries
will be able to solve those
problems through cnnuulutmn
and compromise,” said ty
director Suh Moon-Seok of the
KOBID, which will soon be ab-
sorbed into an emerging or-
ganising committee. L

The world's football govern-
ing body, FIFA in Zurich an-
nounced on Friday that South
Korea and Japan would co-host
the Cup, putting an end 1o
months of bitter rivalry but
raising as many questions as
were answered. £ e

Officials here, said the co-
hosting would entail a gamut ef
thorny protocol. Logistics and

technical headaches.
from how to name the ﬂ'rm..
where to hold the finals apd
hew to share profits.

Beside practical problems,
lingering ani Ko-
reans over Japan's 1910-1945
colonial rule over Korea, and in
Korea the perceived disdain of
pan for its less
neighbour could. cumpllclh!
the p%cture all the more, they

reporis
said a -oll::ttnn might e in a
compromise under which one
ﬂtfglz e two hosts would have
Is to & hoth the u-pm
ing and dn:j ceremonies,

return for com:din; the ﬂlul
maich.

South Korean press
lﬂduﬂq-ﬁ'm

stage the final match and
J host thé ! ]
was floated but at the
meeting of FIF -mutir-
committee on

Mong-Joon Chung {R) head nf the South Korean bidding
committee poses with Japan's Ken Naganuma during a
news conference in Zurich on May 31 after FIFA
announced both countries would be the co-hosts of the 2002

' officials would

ted States fi
ded the 1999 FIFA Women's
World  Championshi
Friday,
since the
tenders — Chile and Australia
— never submitted a formal .
bid, reports AP.

tually
rnundinﬁ FIFA's
award the

Cup to both South Korea and
Japan as co-hosts,

even one of the two cere-
monies, it would emtail tricky
protocol and security lssues.

It is cu for the head
of state of the country
the World Cup to attend the
opening and closing cere-
monies.

Japanese media recalled
that emperor Akihito planned
to visit |l in 1986 as Crown
Prince but the trip was can-
celled amid protests in South
Korea, where meémories of
Japan's colontal rule still bring
protestors onto the streets.
Economic difficulties., in-

eludl how te share

also tu the event lnlu
a ﬂalcn. es llly as South
Korea, while biddi said it
would give all profits to FIFA -

and regional fmtha]l federa-
nons.

Another unaddressed pmb-
lern could arise over whether
one or both countries will be
given the host rights of ex-
emption from” preHminary
matches.

H FIFA allows both countries
to take part in the it would
trigger from Asian

countries which would see
berths allotted for the region

reduced.
A wor oup of senior
back to
FIFA by the end of the year on
how to o cFanlu- the Cup Have-
lange sai

'99 women's WC

soccer in USA

ZURICH, June 1: The Uni-
Was awar-

one conciusion

on
a forg
bnly other two com-

The announcement was vl;
lost in the drama sur-
decision to
2002 men's World

The United States, which

slaged the 1994 men's World
Cup in 12 cities from Boston to
Los
time record 3.5 million sgc
tators, has proposed 10 East
Cﬂﬁ.&l cities from which five
wi

women s event.

and drew .an all-

be selected for ' the

"Although it will be ?r&
grand

t the im-
act of the 1999 Women's
orld Cup and its legacy will
arallel what we. nced
or the 1994 World Cup. not

sented in a less
style. we fllly ex

[inancially. but in terms of the
tmﬂe‘ﬁtncc of women's profes-
sion

soccer,” said US Soccer

Federation resident Alan
WC. — AFP/UNB pb'ﬂtﬂ Rothenberg. P
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer P F? 1 i |
ACROSS 39 Bronko tree plant 18 Unclose, | n 0
‘ITypu ; mover in verse i I

one DOWN 22 A little : ..
:Bofw.m 41 Large, 1it's along lower? B 1]
s showy 23 For all 1o

mother flower im.hln hear

12 Spade, 43 “Lef's Make 3 Some 25 Verdi
heart, cilub  a Deal" houses are -
ordiamond  choice builtonit 26

13Links  ° 44 Motorist's 4 Mattersof  abbr.
wamng org. concemn 27 Quest 4

14 Fairy-tale 46 Capital of 5 “Ostenta- 28 Bound

Liechten- tious? —7" 29 "God's

15 incense -  stein 6 Mined find  Little —

18 Three- 50 Gridiron 7 Broker's 30 s

18 Winter 58 Gorilla [

31 Unaccom-
wemer: 6 Bwnoy | breser?
upper place 9 Geftysburg 38 Shorebirds

20 Journey  §7 Finished Address 3B E
segment 58 Two, in adverb 40

21 Hardly the 10 Gun gom L L i

“}“'W 59 . “hhh! . 42%obe, 1o ;

oronto sticks " YPTOQUI
team, 60 Anaheim 11':?'. um = .
familiarty squad .Ocean  forte
passes Solfition time: 28 mins. world

32 Hitcher's : TLTE 5 acconding EYI1KE MKEMVHVYK]I
desire M 0 Ap *KMESFP) JHFFR GFQXI1Y

H;ﬂ.:m AITIHL =Tm EVKP BFYX]).*®

Rose/ 3 Vivacity Yesterday's C wip: LOGICALLY, THE
author o ety M 50 Fat farm SHREWD FROG PRINCE . WAIT FOR LEAP

Mowe o alE] ¥ . YEAR.

38 “Trivial S(IC LIL] _'-"'“ Today’s Cryptoquip clue: M equals C
Pursuit” H 52 Fish eggs mhlmmhm_
need i ] v 53 Ms. for another. If you think that X equals O, it

3 Somkof [OD[E E(X]} Gardner will equal O throughout the puzzie. petters, short
them are A LiY] 54 Precious words and words using an you chues w0
fire : stone locating vowels. Solution is error.



