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computer, which converts to speech any text stored or keyed
in by her, outside the BT docklands Earth Station, in London
Saturday. Holly lost her voice through complications
following a severe attack of croup at the age of three and
uses the computer ta recreate her voice using tonal patterns
and components taken from actual human speec
case provided by Charlotte Breen (L), daughter of Dr Anday
. | Breen, the British Telecom scientist who designed the

— AFP/UNB photo

system.
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Maute thirteen-vear-old Holly Potter (R) holds the lap-top

1 more ﬂissidﬁnt held in China:

Police have detained a veteran Chinese dissident. apparently
%u muzzile him during the seventh anniversary of the crushin
{ the 1989 democracy movement. his wife said Saturday. A

reports from Beijing

WH.né Xizhe is at least the third dissident to be detained
ahead

the Jure 4 anniversary. Altho

the number is far

lower than in previous years, many of those arrested in last
year's sweep have yet to be released. Ten police in

plainclothes apl)ruachcd Wang and his wife Frida

unch in a restaurant in the sout
Nanhal, his wife. Su Jiang said. -

while they ate

Polls observer ki

« An American who is

afternoon
rm city of

of a group of international election

observers was kidnapped Friday in a northern province by
armed bandits. a government official said, AP reports from

Cinthia Gnl;zuny. 40. of the US Agency for International

Devel
for the

opment. was accredited Thursday to monitor the pro-
cess leading to Oct. 20 presidential elections. A s
government s Supreme Electoral Councdil,

kesman
Manuel

Espinoza Rivera, told The Associated Press that Garzony was
kidnapped in the mountainous region of Wiwili in the

Jinotega province.

German FM talks with Nazarbavev:

Kazakhstan and German
their

Xinhua reports from Alam Ata.

Visiting German Forei
with Kazakh President

yvesterday agreed to make full use of
potential for furthering their all-round cooperation.

Minister Klaus Kinkel held talks
ursultan Nazarbayev yesterday on
how to strengthen bilateral economic coo
provide assistance to ethnic Germans living in

ration and
hstan.

Violence claims 7 in Haiti: 1aians

riiraged by the slaying of their ma
station Mmd killed seven men in

reported Friday AP

stormed a rural police
e. a capital radio station

reports from Post-au-Prince.

Mayor Erla Francois was shot dead before dawn Thursday
in Porl-au-Prince as she wafted at a bus stop for a ride homne
Francois, 32, was mayor of Chansolme a town 180 miles (260

kilometres) north of the capital. The motive behind her
slaying was unknown, but it appeared to be a robbery

Mulmn leftist leader dies:

Lue a former resistance
championed workers' causes as leader of | s

fighter who later

b labo
federation, died Friday th Rome of cancer. union nmhwz.r

Lama was 74, AP

reports from Rome.

As secretary-general of CGIL. the Communist- affiliated

1970-86, Lama

leadership during

S peried which o8

ucrhd h saw unimT; n:!ﬂar ::ndlclu and trrq;emlg.r
paralysing strikes. ! early years of this

decade, however, saw union power somewhat eroded. as the

government moved to rein in

wage hike systems.

Extended Air Defense Syst (M :
Ko .tS-}is e} (MEAD) programme

was still

costly pension and automatic

develop a battlefield missile defence sys-
rance has decided to drop out, the P.:n

of the iniual of

negotiated in the wake of France's

being
carlier this month to withdraw. Pentagon officials

said.

to the on Friday
said, from
The

* US may impose
er sanctions
on Myanmar

sanctions on
me in My nmar, ;
"We retain the option to
consider further sanctions,
should the situation there war-
ramt it, and if we decide that is

the proper for us to to
ities.” spokesman Nicholas
Burns said.

o S e
aclivists have ;en n:l':agr

!
!

h, in this

the situation I

Myanmar junta
frees 81 NLD

members

YANGON, J 1 Hy:t;-
mar’'s military t has
released almost one third of
the 261 National League
Democracy (NLD) members it
arrested last month in a
sweeping crackdown on the
pro-democracy camp,
opposition sources said today.

"Up to now they have re-
lranec?ﬂli” an NLD source told
Reuters. "Eighty of those are
elected mmembers of the NLD."

He said he hoped more
would be released soon,

NLD leader Aung San Suu ;

Kyl said the military had ar-
‘rested a 261 party members in
an effort to scuttle a meeting

of elected NLD representatives

hﬂ'ljhfaﬁvmmmy ik Heniod

; ar-
resti e politicians, saying
it had only detained for ques-

tioning some NLD members
who had planned to attend
the . It did not say how
many had detained.
Today the government

made a small announcement in
official media. )

Sinn Fein can join
talks after IRA
reinstates. truce

BELFAST. June 1: Britain
insisted that Sinn Fen de-
spite a strong showing 1n

orthern Ireland elections to

choose peace ' negotiators,
could not take part in the talks

unless L!? IRA guerilla allies
reinsta their ceasefire, re-
ports Reuter.

"I hope the IRA will now
heed tgt;s democratic vote for
peace by d an unequiv-
ocal ceasefire. us opening
the way for Sinn Fein's re-

sentatives to take part in the .

negotiations with the other
parties, British Prime Minister
John r said. ~

Sinn Fein, the political arm
of the Irish Republican Army.
won 15
its b t yet in the
British-ruled nce, in the
elections for a 110-member
forum to debate Northern
Ireland’'s political future.
+ Sinn Fein president
‘Adams bru aside calls for a
new IRA ceasefire.

Tigers attack
police patrol:

-6 killed

COLOMBO, June 1: Tamil
Tiger rebels ambushed a police
atrol in eastern Sri Lanka,
illing policemen. a mili-
tary official said Saturday. re-

ports AP.

Police fought back but rebel
casualties were not immedi-
ately known in the fighting
near Kalawanchikudi town in
Batticaloa district on Friday.
said the official. who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

In another incident on Fri-
E:Ei rebels shot and killed a

ler who was driving a mili-
tary ambulance in Kopay town
in the northern Jaffna penin:
sula, the official said.

The las also set fire 1o
eight buses at a bus depot in

-

Batticaloa district on ay,
said the official.
The rebels are for a

Mmeil;fnd in lheTnnrl 1:;'_
cast minogity Tamfls.

say Tamils are discriminated
against the majority Sin-
halese, o control the gov.

ernment and military. More

than 42.000 have been
Ir.lg since war began In

Curfew lifted

from some areas
in Calcutta |

CALCUTTA, June |: With
back to

normal, curfew which has
cl alt Garden Reach
Sout Poart and Metiabruze

lice station areas since

ednesday last (ol vio-
lence, was lifted fm
hours today.

reports PT1.
Curfew was however lifted

from 0800 hours today at

ether ve permni
m:u&ed and thirty others.
including several ' policemen
and pol

in group clashes
firing after violence

the ﬂui—

tion was normal and no fresh
incident was reported from
any of the areas.

SHATI REFUGEE CAMP.
Gaza Strip., June 1: With the
right-wing victory in Israel's
prime ministes race now offi-
cial. gloom has settled over
this r . Where bar-
ber Ehab Daba and his
friends spend their days sip-
ping tea and waiting for better
times. r AP.

jamin Netan ch}l:z
any hopes the Palestilsans
for an independent homeland.
say the mostly unempiloyed
young men sitti in plastic
chairs on the potholed street
outside the barber shop

“No peace. ng state no
Jerusalem. It's a complete fail

ure for peace.,” 23-year-old

frustration was

per cent of the vote.

promoting ME pe

¥ : * i
Newly- nied the election - campaign

CAIRO, June 1:
elected Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu called Eg-
yptian President Hosni Mub-
arak on Friday and said he was
committed to promoting the
peace process, state
television said, reports Reuter.

Netanyahu said he hoped to
meet Mubarak, president of
the first Arab country to make
peace with Israel and an im-
portant mediator between Is-
rael and its other neighbours,
in the next lew weeks aller he
lormed o government. ° !

Mubarak replied that Ne-
tanyahu was welcome to visit
Egypt "to discuss comprehen-
sive peace in the Middle East.”
"During the conversation Ne-
tanyahu affirmed his commit-
ment to promote the peace
process,” the television said.

"He said he was keen to
meet the president ... to ex-
change ideas on the future of
the gea.r:: rocess and to clar-
ify his ideas, far from the
~statements which accompa-

and which were misinter-
preted,” the Egyptian govern-
ment newspaper Al-Ahram

The news r also gquoted
Mubarak as saying Egypt would
allow Netanyahu time to settle
‘into office.

"It is a duty to give the New
Israeli government a chance to
clarify its ideas and intentions
toward the peace process,
without hurrying.” he said. _

Meanwhile. United Nations
Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali sent cables on
Friday to both the winner and
the loser in Israel's election
for prime minister, hoping the
peace process would continue.

"His cable to Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu is congratulating him
on his electoral victory, and

. his. cable to Shimon Peres is a

‘cable of [riendship,” chief
spokeswoman Sylvana Foa said.
AFP adds from Washington:

US Seccretary, of State Warren
Christopher said Friday he had

., will be re

ace process

no plans to return to the Mid-
dle East but would briefl Is-
rael's prime minister-elect
Benjamin Netanyahu soon on

‘thE“J dnn'{ have any present

Elanu to go back tg Middle
ast.” ristopher told re-
orters, adding that the

nited States would brief Ne-
tanyahu when he visits the
UnMed States after he forms a
government.

He said Netanyahu's visit to
Washington would provide an
opportunity for US officials to
have "good and candid" dis-
cussion with him on the peace
process.

Meanwhile, Lebanese For-
eign Minister Fares Bweiz said
Friday he hoped lIsraeli Prime
Minister-elect Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu would be realistic in
Middle East peace talks.

"We hope that Natanyahu
. stic in away. not to
destroy the hogcu of the peace
in the Middle East," Bweiz told
reporters at the Beirut airport

=T

omin Fein leader Gerry Adams yddresses party supporters on the Falls Road, in Belfust, on
Friday evening after winning a seat in Belfast West in the Northern Ireland Forum

Elections.

— AFP/UNB photo

Nationwide blackout en

ters 4th day

Chandprika orders arrests

of striking power

COLOMBO., June 1: Sri
Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga ordered mass ar-
resis’ vesterday 1o break a
strike and reactivate a power
station. vowing to use any
means ‘short of killing™ to end
A (Irawn out blackout, officials
sicl, reports AFP.

Two diesel.-powered gener
alors were siarted- at a power
station near Lthe capital Colo
mbo for the first time since
some 14,000 electricity emp-
loyees went on sirike Wednes-
day. a government spokesman
said. ‘

"We are hopeful of restorin
supplies at least to the capita
by early Saturday.” a govern-
ment spokesman said.

"Portable generators have
been sent to re-activate the
waler supply to the city.”

Earlier in the day. Presi
dent Kumaratunga said she
ordered the arrests to end the
unprecedented trade union
action and threalened to sack
and confiscate the properiv of

were deteried by her 101g

stand. -
Kumaratunga said the strike

was part of a “"conspiracy” to
owert her and accused lhe
main opposition United Na- -

tional Party (UNP) of tryirig to
instigate workers in other
public utilities to stave a gen
eral sirike on Monday.

Veanwlale AP Jukds A na-
tiotrwwle hlackoutr entercd its
lourth dav Saturday. with
powvr workers vowing to con-

linue their strike and appeal-
ing to railway. bank and phone
company workers to join them.
Police rounded up 125 of
the 14.000 workers of the
Ceylon Electricity Board and
fired up a small 20 megawatt
stalion (o restore power to
hospitals and about 10 per
cent of the capital city
President Chandrika Ku-
marantu vowed on Friday to
do everything “short of killing
le” to end the strike.
ut trade union Jeaders ig-
nored her threat and ap
to other wnions to join their
action against
ment s plan to privatise utili

workers

There were no immediate
inndication that workers at
other state institutions. most
ol which are closed due to the
blackout, would join the strike.

A ninion official, speaking on

comdhtion of anonymity. said
the government tactic won't
work. They will have to force
Al least 8, workers back to
work before the country can
have electricity.” he said.

Union leaders a remained
in hiding and called on work-
ers not -to co-operate even at
gunpoint.

larger power stations
which had been started u
could not be immediately used.
since the electricity distribu-
tion system had been sabo-
taged.

The government is likely to
(leclare state-owned Sri Lanka
Telecom an “essential service"

strikers. but workers said tht.z

= - —_— &

AR

to prevent a sirike, said a
Telecom official, who asked
pealed not to be identified.
Telecom is already relaying
the govern- on overloaded st y genera-
lors,

———

An lragl technician wor

ks on the Turkis-lraqi pipeline which starts in Ki
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rkouk, some 300
kilometers (180 miles), North of Baghdad, on Friday. The pipeline was closed for six years
due to the oil embarge but it will reopen within two days to resume transportation of Iraqi oil.
— AFP/UNB photo
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80, says watchmaker
protested to Vogue

of two
well, skeletal,

reports AP.
It all de

Morton, same heigh
derwear.

be

"It was irresponsible for a leading magazine, whlcﬁ shauld
X to select models of anorexic
proportions.” said Giles Rees, Omega's British marketing

setting an example,

He wrote to Vogue complaining that the uight of "skeletal”
models would encourage eating disorders in

and said Omega
cisinn::. :

€ company
Rees said. large

given media."”

one diseased ki

said. Ap. Y

The case also is being

industry
nation’s hospitals.

Ralph Dipisa, the hospital's chief executive, said D Willi 3
Hclfricgl sur h S
they
wrong kidney, and a hospital official immediately called the

Jr. and the
realised during the su

patient’s family.

"They
look out a healthy or
Patriot Ledger of

spokesman Scott Pickard said.

Divinagracia is a board-certified surgeon who has been li-
censed in Massachusetts since 1971.
Neither doctor returned telephone calls Friday.

Dipisa said the two would
sur

Skinny models discourage
young women to eat!

LONDON: You can't, some say, be too rich or too thin. Not
Omega. Thpict Sﬂdﬂhhwgbd company

ne over ures in the June issue
American models who

rnds on how you see what
Goff, as 5-foot-9 (1.73 metre) waif-lfke
in the fashion mafazinc modellin

and just a shade broader, featured in un- .

would withdraw its advertising. ,
But Omegan's chairman Nicolas Hayak overrode Rees de-

ed to continue advertisi
use of Hayek's belief "that it is not in
anybody’'s interest to manipulate the editorial position of any

Doctor's error

BOSTON: Doctors mistakenly

from a cancer patient, leaving the elderly woman with i
3 embarrassed niﬂnlal;at Quincy Huui!ll-ltgl

The 76-year-old Boston woman, who was not identified:
remained in the hospital Friday in

losing her only good kidney on May 20.

gulnn}r Hospital said it had
P tion and was investigating the mistake. ;
inves
sion on Accreditation of He
-funded agency that rates about 8

said, "We took out somethin g we shouldn't have, We
i wiE]lj r;.lﬁt.ivt of the woman told the
ncy, c reﬁorted on the case Friday.
it happened.” . 4

' "They said, "We dan't know why

Helfrich is chairman of the surgery department at South
Shore Hospital. He requested, and was granted, an unspeci-
fied leave of absence on Friday,

geries reviewed by the hospital's quality assurance panel.
The committee also will review hospital policies. ;

are slim, svelte, skinny or,

gmi_ can see of Trish
londe, who appears
sportswear, and

1ie

young women, ,

with Vogue,

removed the wrong kidney

good condition despite

ut the doctors involved on

ated by the Joint Commis-
thcare Organisations, the
per cent of the

n, Dr Tomas Di acia,
removed the

ad mistakenly

South Shore Hospital

supervised and their past

Gowda — the right man
at the right time?

NEW DELHI, June 1: H D
Deve Gowda may not have been
first choice for the job. but
many consider him the right
man at the right time, reports

- Reuter.

India's prime minister-des-
ate won the job
default after a long-timfe com-
munist leader was tripped up
by his own y and a right-
wing Hindu nationalist fell
short of a parliamentary ma-

juﬂﬁr.

e will become India's third
prime minister in a month
when he is sworn in on
Saturday at 12:30 pm (0700
GMT). '

His rural roots distinguish
him from his predecessors.
and his emergence reflects
India’s rapidly ch politi-
cal culture. in which regional
interests and lower castes are
flexing their muscles,

A southern leader. Deve
Gowda contrasts with the
northern, urban, upper-caste
[Br;lhmhulrhn have ated
ndian politics since indepen-
dmw};:: Il:l 1947, i

as never held office i
the federal ca New Del‘l:.ln
and speéaks little Hindi, the
dominant language in the

almost by -

north.

"He is a very representative
product of the previously
marginalised - India which is
now in the majority." said
Ashis Nandy, of the Centre for
the Study of Developing Soci-
E.nﬂ-. AL & agmdy  §m

“l find him very refréshing.”

Haradanahalli Doddegow
Deve Gowda's father tiﬁed a
modesl one-acre plot of land
in the southern section ol Kar-
nataka stlate.

Chechens release

s

8 Russian POWs

MOSCOW, June 1: A Russian
commander said that unless all
separatist rebels in the
Chechen town of Shali lay
down their weapons he would
attack the town Saturday de-
spite the scheduled start of a

_cease-fire, reports AP.

The cease-fire reached by
President Boris Yeltsin and the
rebel leader Zelimkhan Yan-
dar was to take effect at
12:01 am (4:01 pm EBRT Fri-

Fighting broke out Friday
after Russian troops claimed
rebel fighters had entered
Shali. 15 miles (24 kilome-
tres) southeast of the Chechen
capital, Russian Television
said. A Russian soldier and a
rebel commander were killed.

Russian commiander Maj
Gen Viadimir Shamanov
threatened to attack Shali on
Saturday uniless all rebel t-
ers in the town lay down their
AlrTnS.

" | Fresh fighting erupts in
.~ || Chechen town of Shali

Any operation Saturday
would violate the ceasefire.
Saturday's negotiations were
expected to focus gn a plan lor
the withdrawal - of federal
troops amd rebel disarmament.
But Chechen ators said
Friday they were unable to at-
tend talks the next day in the

neighbouring. republic of
an, Russian news agen-
cies reported

AFP adds: Chechen sepa-
ratists released eight Russian
prisoners in exchange for the
release of an unspecified num
ber of rebel fighters. Russian
official Sergei Osipov an-
nounced Friday.

According to Int news
afency Osipov. the secretary of
a Russian presidential com
mission responsible for liberat
ing prisoners. said the organi-
sation estimated that sepa-
ratists held some 400 Russian
military and some 200 Russian
civilians.

For many Palestinians, the
acute

the West Bank and Gaza
i and

Prime Minister
i
he said favoured a

c ratien between a

Palestinian entity and Jordan.

Peres lost to Netanyahu by

the slimmest of in
Wednesday's election. re-
sults were anneunced ]

In a jeint statement

ﬂnru toward
here to “everyth that has
been agreed u o
the beginning of talks on the
final status” of Jerusalem as a
possibie shared

of suspec
three weeks before the vote
rammed a decision through
the Palestine National Council

day. the Palestinian Cabinet

and PLO Executive Commitiee
uwrged Netanyahu to continue
peace and to

pon. inciuding

in the weeks leading

! up to
the election. Arafat had &mt
his best to help Peres winy a
tight raece in which
security was the key issue fol-

lowi suicide bombings
qurnan militants.

personal

by

hundreds
its, and

Arafat rounded
ted mil

o revoke séctions of the PLO
charter calling for lsrael's de-
struction. e move, de:
manded by Peres. was meant
lo alll...lil."t Israelis that Arafat
was a sincere peace partner.
But in the end, it wasn't
enough. Israelis believed
etanyahu when he said Arafat
wasn't trustworthy and that
only Israeli tr could be
counted on to stop the vio-
lence. :
Netanyahu said initially he
would never meet with Arafat,
whom he denounced as an
arch-terrorist. In the final ~
of the ¢ 2 to
the support of middie-of-the-
road voters, hu said he
would meet Arafat (f it was

essential for Israel's security.
Marwan Kanfani, a member

ol the Palestinians' legislative

council. said he expected Ne-

tanyahu tnl:':r‘w.
I we at the whole

. matter rationally, | think that

direct contaet should take
Eﬁre within hours.” he said.
ere is a necessity that both

leaders should meet.”

In the streets of Shati,
many residents blamed the Is-
lamic militant group Hamas for
their troubles,

Hamas conunissioned sul-

cide bombings in and
March in ‘s of wrecking
acermnaking, group wants

to destroy Israel and set up an

Palestinians frustrated over future of peace efforts

tailor Samih Fasih said Friday.

Islamic state in all of the land
between the Mediterranean
and the Jordan River.

In response to the bemb-
ings. Peres sealed off the West
Bank and Gaza. The three-
month Jong blockade, has dev
astated the Palestinian econ
mri;f: 70 per

per cent in .

"Hamas destroyed our ece-
nomic life and now the -
cal situation.” said Haltham

L4
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Capital of Ghor
province falls
~ to Taliban

KABUL, dune 1. Afghan gov

. ernment officials today con-

firmed the fall of a provincial
capital city in Afghanistan s
central Ghor to Taliban
forces while new [ighting
erupted between the rivals
near Kabul, reports AFP.

Chaghcharan was taken dver

the Taliban en Thursday
g -Imlhltnry mmmngnr.::r

al o n resi-
dent anuddin m:t;m de
fected to the lslamic militia a
military official here said.

Bwt he sald pro-Rabbani
forces were still entrenched
around the fallen eity and
some pther districts in Ghor.



