Free, fair polls essence of

democracy, seminar told

By DU Corre spondent

Speakers at a seminar in
the city yesterday observed
that a free and fair election Is
the essence of democracy.

They said a political system
is democratic to the extent
that its powerful collective de-
cision makers are selected
through fair, honest and peri-
odic elections.

The Bangladesh Political
Sclcn.:l A;slocilt}un (BPSA) or-
gani the day-long seminar
on "Election 1996, and Future
of Democracy in Bangladesh™.

It was chaired by Prof
Rafiqul Islam Chowdhury, VC,
Chit University.

Ataur Rahman,
secretary of BPSA presented
the key-note paper in the first
session of the seminar on
"Bangladesh in 1996: In
Search of a Free and Fair Elec-
tion.”

Prof Saifullah Bhuiyan of
DU. Dr Abdur Rab Khan. BIISS.
Dr Mostafa Chowdhury of DU,
Prof AKM Shahidullah of DU,
’rof Abdul Hakim of CU. Dr Di-
lawra Chowdhury of JU and Dr
Abtab Ahmad of DU took pait
irt thie discussion.

[Dr Ataur Rahman in his pa-
per observed that Bangladesh
started its journey with a
dernocratic mment — the
firsst election in independent
Bangladesh was held on March
7. 1973.

Prof Abtab queoting from
vy \rious newspaper reports,
sa.'d the election was in
var. 'ous ways despite the fact
that Sheikh Mujib’'s charisma
and .AL's strong 1::|ua|trlz¥I network
woulc' have given the ruling
party i \n absolute majority any

way. .

Thern® was a presidential
election In Junpe 1978 and a
parliame ntary election in
1979. All *gations of massive
rigging wex ¢ also recorded in
these electic MNS.

He said there were allega-
ticins of questionable poll
pritictices In all the elections
except in 1991 held under a
nelitral caretaker government
nl'lull_' the fall of Ershad.

le said the holding of par-
lian 2en election on F -

15 to a constitutional

jation in the face of oppo-
siticm movement created
dish armony in the political
Aren: \.

He* said. the myth that the
burea ucracy is neutral has been
proved wrong in Bangladesh
when civil servants refused to
work n securi grounds.

The political power of the
military in Bangladesh is a
reality. he said. Without the
active cooperation of the
militar y-bureaucratic
establishment, the search for a
free and fair election under a
non-party caretaker n-
ment seems to be an elusive
goal, he observed.

The inaugural session of the
day-long session was chaired

u

y
m VC Prof Emajuddin
Justice Mostafa Kamal
Was
In his s

t as the chief guest.

ch Justice

Mostafa said the future

of the democracy does not de-
on a particular election.

Giving examples from dif-

ferent countries rich with

democratic culture he said,

the success of democracy de-
pends on many faclors. Free

and fair election is one ol
Lthem.

He said there must be
tlemocratic practices in the
political parties.

In the second session ol
the seminar. Dr Mahluzul Haq
Chowdhury presented the key
nole paper on “Political Parlies
and Democratic Order in

Bangladesh® by Barrister
Mainul Hosein was in the
chair.

'8 addl judges

Khelaghar, a children's cultural organisatio u, brought out
a colourful procession in the city yesterday narking its na-

tional conference.

— Star photo
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Afzal administering the

the High Court division of Supreme Court at his Chamber yesterday.

take oath

t additional judges of
the Court of the
Supreme Court were sworn In

yesterday in the chamber of
the C Justice, BSS.
Chief Justice of the

Supreme Court Justice AT M
Afzal administered the oath of
office and secrecy to the

udges. by he Pres-
t on y 30.
Besides, Justice Md

iftekhar Rasul and Ju:tice Md
Hasan Amin, the two lormer

district judges of Chirtagon
and Khulna respectively, a

other judges are practisig ad-
vocates of the Supreme Court.
They are Mohammad Abdul

Aziz, Bar at Law, Amirul Kabir
Chowdhury. Abul Kalam Badrul
Haq, Mohammad Jainul Abe-
din, Abdul Matin, Shah Abu
Nayeem Mominur Rahman.
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas nppﬂinteddthun as
udges for a period ol two years
J!in {:n;nuuhauﬂn with the Chiefl
Justice of the Su Court.
a press release ol the Min:st
of Law and Parllamentary Al-
fairs said.

With their oath taking. the
number of judges in the High
Court division of the Supreme
Court has now risen to 34. Be-
cause of retirement, eievation
to Appellate division and
deaths. the number of judges
in this division dwindicd 1o 26

from 36.
of the Appellate

The jud
Division, High Cou t division
and registrar were present

during oath taking ceremony.

Jamaat's TV
programme

recorded

By Staff Correspondent

The Jamaat-e-Islami's TV
programme on election was
recorded by Bangladesh Tele-
vision (B yesterday. The
programme is part ol the gov-
ernment’'s special programme
called "Sabjnoye jantey chai”
(we would like to know) on
broadcas manifestos
for the June 12 election.

Out of four parties selected
for the programme  Awami
League (AL) and Jatiya Party
(JP] have already recorded
their programme.

The BNP is yet to record
their programme which was
“gﬁgi"a"’" scheduled for May

‘ The panel of journalists ask-
Ing questions to Jamaat were
columnist Abed Khan, editor of

Bhorer Kagoj Matiur Rahman
and editor of The Daily Star
Mahfuz Anam.

CAAB meet held

The second meeting of the

*Zia International Airport Co-

ordination Committee of the
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB) was held at
the conference room of the Zia
International Airport yester-

| day, says a press

Poster exhibition: German Cuitural Centre in coopera-
tion with Bangladesh Shilpakala Aca

have or ised a

week-long poster exhibition styled The Place, the Time and
the Point I;' Uwe Loesch. Md Shampul Haque, Adviser
for Education. Cultural Affairs, Youth and s will inaugu-

rate the show. Venue: Shilpakala Academy gallery. Time: 4:45

pm.
BANSDOC awarding
distribution cerermony of the "Co _
and Information Activities” worksho

bra

Ceremony: The certificate
ter Applications in Li-

organised by

BANSDOC will be held. Venue: BANSDOC auditorium. Time: 4

pm

Club of Dhaka
of the club wiil be held. Venue: Kanchi
ela. 37/A Segunbagicha. Time: 5:30 pm.

lar weekly meetin

Kanchar

itan: The regs-

BFUJ meet: A meeting of the executive commitiee of the
Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists (BFUJ) will be held.

Venue: Jatiya Press Club. Time: 11 am.
Khelaghar confce: The concluding session of the two-

day national conference of Khelaghar will be held. DCC

Mohammad Hanif will be present as chief
| Ahad Chowdhury and Khushi Kabir will take

Haq. Principa

est while Gaziul

part in discussion. A cultural programme will follow. Venue

Shishu Academy Time: 5 pm

i R, T

Shahbagh. Time: 5:30 pm.

Photo exhibition: ma
tance of the Royal Danish Embass
hibition on Bangladeshi Women z
Hossain will inaugurate the show.

p Pholo Agency with the assis

has organised a Lo ex-
Mahmud. Writer Selina
enue: National Museum.

Seminar on role of Imam Khomeini: e cul-

tural Centre of the Islamic Republic of Iran has or
seminar on "State and Leadership in Islam and t
Imam Khomeini (R) in different st

on the occasion of the 7th dclm

ised a
role of
of Islamic Revolution”
anniversary of Imam

Khomeini. Venue: Jatiya Press Club auditorium. Time: 4 pm
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A document film on Au-

st
Sﬂkﬂwwm Our
thru{)m.jwmbeﬁ:rmlhrr‘ re-
leased at seven this evening in
front of Bangabandhu Bhaban

- in the city.

A number of mobile units
would later organise shows of
the film. produced by Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Memorial Trust' and presented
by Bangabandhu Smriti
Jadughar (museum). at far
flung areas throughout the
country. says a press release.

AL candidates for June 12
elections and other individuals
and organisations willing to
show the film have been re-

ested to contact Sayed Sid-

ur Rahman, member secre-
tary 'and curator of Banga-
bandhu Smiriti Jadughar. V
cassettes of the filn are avall-
able at the museum.

Hanif's election
tour programme

Mayor of Dhaka City Corpo-
ration Mohammad Hanif will
address a number of election
meetings in different parts of
the country during his three
day tour beginning today. re

ports BSS,
According to the pro-

Bakhrabad G.as Systems Limited
(A Compai 1y of Petrobangla)

Comilla, Bangladesh

_omers wefo7 e e e RS T R Ay @ |
International Shopping Notice (Re-Tender)
under Two Envelope System

IS Tender No Description of | Cost of tender | Closig Opening Bid bond amount
item document (Non- | date & time| date & time
refundable)
BGSL/FP/IS-09/ADB  Diaphragm  US$ 25.00 or 23-7-96 at 23-7-96at  US$ 1750.00 or
(RE-TENDER)/96 Gas Meter Tk 100000 11-00 hrs ' 1-15 hrs equivalent amount
BGSL/FP/IS-10/ADB : “x180°Service US$ 25.00 or 23-7-96 at 23-7-96at US$ 1750.00 or
(RE-TENDER)/96 . Regulator Tk 1000.00  11-00 hrs  11- 30 hrs equivalent amount
BGSL/FP/IS-11/ADB Service  US$ 50.00 or 23-7-96 at 23-7-96at US$ 5000.00 or
(RE-TENDER )/96 Regulator Tk 2000.00 11-00 hrs _ 12-00" hrs _equivalent amount

BAN(SF), Part-B.
2. Eligibility

3. Where tender documents
will be available

4. Selling of tender
documents
2. Place of tender receiving

6. For further information and :
clarification please contact

8. BGSL reserves the right to accept any tender or to reject any or all tenders without assignin

any reason whatsoever.

-1562
DFP-11814-26/5

|. The procurement will be financed by Asian Development Bank (ABLY) under Loan No 1293

: Manufacturers/suppliers having proven xperience of simil
works from ADB member countries.

: BGSL Offices at :

a) Head Office Complex, Chapapur, Comii'la, Bangladesh.
b) Liaison Office, House No 3, Road No 2/A, Banani

Dhaka-1213, Bangladesh.

¢) Accounts Section (Chittagong Region), 100, Momi
Road, Chittagong, Bangladesh. ‘
: From 08-06-96 to 22-07-96 during office hours.

: BGSL's Liaison Office, House No 3, Road No 2/A, Banani

Dhaka-1213, Bangladesh.

Dy General Manager (Purchase), BGSL, Comilla, Bangladesh

Telex No 642768 GAS BJ, Fax No : 880-2-886317.

7. Those who purchased tender documents for the original International Shopping Tender N
BGSL/FP/IS-01/ADB/95, BGSL/FP/IS-03/ADB/95 & BGSL/FP/1S-04/ADB/95 shall |
provided with tender documents free of cost on production of evidence.

Leaders of the Left Democratic Front at a press conference
at the Jativa Press Club yesterday.

— Star photo

Law & order situation not
favourable for polls: LDF

Left Democratic Front yes-
terday observed that the pre-
vailing law and order situation
af the country was not
favourable for holding a peace-
[ul election gs the authorities
had [ailed to clean the ground,
reports UNB.

At a press conference, LDF
Coordinator Khalequzzaman
Bhuiyan said violent incidents
were increasing alarmingly due
to lack of effective measures to
recover illegal arms.

He referred to the killing of
a ward commissioner in the
city in broad daylight on Fri-
day, and said the law-enforcing
agencies had failed to arrest
the armed hoodlums.

Bhuiyan alleged that the
election rules and code of
conduct had become a mock-
ery as some candidates, par-
ticularly of four major parties,
do not at all pay heed to those
rules.

He said the Election Com-
mission was doing nothing but
warning the violators. As a re-,
sult, Bhuiyan said, the extent
of thumping the rules is in-
creasing. .

The LDF coordinator fur-
ther said the EC had failed to
bar loan defaulters from con-
testing the election. "The de-
faulting candidates are now
engaged in a game of black
money in the name of elec-
tion."

As such, Khalequzzaman
Bhuiyan said. the ation
of the people for a fair and im-

artial election would not be
ulfilled in the June 12 polils.

He said the Left Democratic
Front had tried to meet Lhe
Chief Election Commissioner
to put forward their allegations
and recommendations. but he
(CEC) did not give an ap-
pointment.

He held the country's exist-
ing undemocratic. exploitative
and autocratic system respon-
sible for the present situation
and said, people's emancipa-
tion from this system would
not be possible through such
an election.

The LDF coordinator cau-
tioned that the crisis con-
fronting the nation would
deepen if anyone of the major
parties returned to power. He
called for choosing an alterna-
tive force like Left Democratic
Front other than these parties.

Addressing the press con-
ference front leader Hasanul
Haq Inu said the caretaker
government failed to cgreate a
completely congenial atmo-
sphere for holding a free and
fair election.

He criticised the role
played by two major parties
after the incidents that hap-
pened in the army on May 20,
terming their reaction in this
regard unwanted.

ramme, Hanif will address
three public today at
RK:itmn. Lohagara (Narail) and

15 incidents titled "Ekbar

DHAKA SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 199%

Both BNF
League (AL} will attract

research organisation

The poll
1.449 ts in 13 con-
stituencies of Dhaka revealed

get 29

cent votes, Jamaat-e-Is-

OWeEVeT
the respondents said they are
not yet decided as to which
party to vote for while 21 per
rent did not

......
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Lotirul Hay. Shalh-e-Alam

Prol ATM Zahurul Hag of
Dhaka University and Prof
Shah-e-Alam of Bangladesh

ricultural University were
elected president and secre-
lary of the Federation of
Bangladesh University Teach-
ers’ Associations IFH{I'TM re-
spectively

The committee was elected
in the annual meeting of the
FBUTA held yesterday at the
DU Club with Prof Aminul Is-
lam in the chair

The other office bearers of
the FBUTA are: Vice Presi-
dents — Prof Mohammad Unus
of RU, Prof Anwarul Azimn Arif

'of CU, Dr Habibur Rahman of

BUET. treasurer — Prof Zainul
Abedin of Shahjalal Science
and Tec niversity and
joint secretary — Nesaruddin

ia at 2 pm, 5 pm and 6 pm { Aftimed of Islami University.

respectively.

June 3 Hanif will ad-
dress a meeting at Dhilgalia
(Khuina) at 9 am., Mongla at 12
noon, Bagherhat at 1 pm,
Katakhali (Fakirhat) at 3 pm,
Mollarhat at 4 pm, Tungipara
at 5 pm. Kotalipara at pm,
Ru Ferryghat at 9 pm.

On June 4 Mohammad
Hanif will address a
at Mulla?mnnurr_ (Khulna) at
10 am, Khalishpur industrial
belt at 11 am. Fultala at 12

1oon. Noapara at 1 pm. Jes-
sore at 3 pm, Kaliganj at 4 pm,
Jhenidah at 5 pm, Magura at 6
pm and Madhukhali
at 7 pimn.

aridpur)

Obituary

Professor Mohammad Sh-
amsuddoha of English De-
partment, Dhaka University,
died of cardiac arrest in the
city yesterday. He was 58, says
a press release.

He left behind his wife, one
daughter, one son. colleagues
and -innumerable students to
mourn his death.

He was the fourth son of
late Abdul Aziz. Hjs elder
brother Golam Kibria was Fi-
nance Secretary of the
Bangladesh government.

His namaje-janaja was held
at the Dhaka University-
Mosqgue after Asr prayers. Later
he was buried -at Azimpur
graveyard. the rclease added.

His qulkhwani will be held
tonworrow at his residence at

t 18D Fuller Road. Dhaka Uni-

versity Teachers' Quarters,

after Asar pravers. the release
acdded.

Friends, relatives and ad-
mirers have been requested to
attend the qul.

BSS adds: In a condolence
message DU Vice Chancellor
Professor Emajuddin Ahmed,
expressed his deep shock at
the sudden death of Professor

Shamsuddoha. He conveyed his
sl{m athy to the members of
the bereaved family.
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Directorate of Mass Communication has taken up publicity programmes at different city
points to motivate people to participate in the June 12 Jatiya Sangsad election.

— 8tar photo

ublic rally

COulILry.
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Sylhet.
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The Sun sets today at 6:43
am.
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CHINESE CUISINE
Share Some of Your Happy
Aoments With Us.

149, Airport Road, Tejgaon,
Tel: 814962
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European Food:

House-1
Phone : 603507, 87186
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Oriental & Indian
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; shan-1, Dhaka.
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conducted on

that these two parties would
per cent of the votes,
while Jatiya Party will get five

— will get r:-ﬁ]per cent and

other parue- get one

cent the votes. g
H 13 per cent of

“‘Thiui-lmmﬂen'ﬂylnrgt
number that can play a crucial

FBUTA executives
By DU Correspondent

Light to moderate rain or thundershower
temporary (gunty wind may occur at many J:lll:u over Dhaka,
ivisions and a few

a divisions in the next 12 hours till 6 pm

In it's outlook for the subseqguent two da
south-west monsoon may a
while it may advance upto Dh
Sylhet divisions in the next five days.

ature was recorded y 36
sius at Rajshahi and the lowest 22.5 degrees at

Meantime, Sylhet experienced the country's highest 46
ur with 12 mm rain.

" A UNIQUE Restaurant

F
EUROPEAN & THAI FOOD
Party Service * Outside catering

). AANGAN RESTAURANT

Bangss  Your favorite restaurant “AANGAN" with truly
gracious lunch and dinner with an extensive European,

nmnil an elegant surrounding.

Serving
@ Authentic North and south Indian Food

Prepared By Al-indian Chefs.

@ Private Rooms of Various Sizes to Cater
to Exclusive Business Meetings/

experience
House No. 53/8, Kamal Ataturk Ave. Banani, Dhaka- 1213, Ph. : 870225
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to get 29pc votes

By Staff Correspondent

and Awami
eqgual
suptﬁort in the June 12. ac-
cor

ng to an opinion 11
| conducted bymirl:lcpu:ﬁt cerd of voters are yet

. up their minds,
acdeoll Uninavan Paclaliad
o 2 s

findings said.
‘Given that some

hc;upe for each
major parties who appear to
neck and neck now to m;t:
vince the undecided voters
explaining their policies a:d’
programmes to vote for its
candidate and tip the
scale in its favour.” the find-
ings said.

About the performance of
the :aretninrf . 70
per cent oi the respondents
said they were satisfied with
ormance of the care-

In response to another
uestion, it has been found
of those who
voted in the February 1991
elections, 48 per cent voted
for BNP. while 19 cent
voted for AL, with 28 per cent
did not answer the question.
‘It appears that there has
been a signi t increase in
the support for the AL com-
pared to 1991, while the
posite is the case with BNP -
the findings said.

SPGRC rally
today

School- boys, s and
mothers will be ok the

atient rally n the Coty today 15

ra ¢ to

:fl;tm?lnd :;eir rtnghtm to
esir territ .

Ory. reporis

Stranded Pakistanis General
Repatriation Committee (SP-
GRC) will organise the rally to
attract world attention to the
sad plight of the stranded
Pakistanis suffering in camps
for the last 25 years.

Led by chief patron of SP-
GRC Alhaj M Nasim Khan, the
procession will start at 10.00
am from s Institution

and end at Jatiya Press Club
after marching through the

Zero point, sald a press re-
lease. & <

.
accompanied by

Rajshahi. Chitt , Barisal and
places over Kh
today, r s UNB.

et o sald an isolated

moderately heavy falls is likely

over Chittagong and Barisal divisions during the period.
Day temperature may remain pearly upchanged over the

Met office
nee up to

Chittagong and

pm and rises tomorrow at 5:11

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
: in Celsius percentage
max min morning Evening
Dhalca 32.4 26.6 i8 i 87
Chittagong 33.0 27.2 67 73.
Rajsh 36.0 26.1 a 76
Khulna 35.8 26.2 " 60
Barisal 34.0 26.4 n 77
Sylhet 28 6 2.5 S7 62
Cox's Bazar 3z .6 25.6 72 81

SEA FOOD RESTAURANT
' ssed

&u-qg‘:
Thai

oll binds of

]
Tow i, Guisihan Asvemac,
Teicphone ;| &i61

20% discount.

Avehue,

venue .

phone : 870448




