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MANIKGANJ, June 1: At
least 30 people including four
women and one child were
killed and about 60 injured. 45
of them critically, when a bus
fell from a bridge into a canal
35 feet below at Zoka on the
Dhaka-Aricha highway today.

Twentyfour people died on
the spot as the Aricha-bound
bus with over 90 passengers
fell down breaking the railing
of the bridge and broke into
pieces. Six others died on way
to or at h tals.

Most of the viclims were
from Ghior and Shibalaya
thanas of the district, police
and survivors said.

Survivors said the bus.

From Our Correspondent

"Nabin Baran' was in high
speed while ing to ove e
a truck on the bridge, about 10
km from here.

The accident occurred at
about 12.30 pm. This was the
worst in five years and rated
third in terms of casualties in a
decade on the Dhaka-Aricha
highway. police said.

The seriously injured peo-
le were admitted to different
ospitals at Manikganj, Uthuli

and Dhaka. Of them, 30 were
admitted to Manikganj Hospi-
tal, 15 to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital, six to the Hospi-
tal for the Disabled in Dh

and 10 to Uthuli Health Com-

30 kalled, 60 injured In
Manikganj bus plunge

plex.

Some of the victims have
been identified as Jabed Mia
(50) of village Barangail,
Manikganj; Tahajuddin (35) of
village . Nayabari. Shibalaya
thana; Sadeque Ali (30), Alam
(22), An{a (15). Sayedur Rah-
man (33) all brothers and sis-
ter of village Uttar Muriadah,
Sundarganj thana of Gaibandha
district, Hekmat (50) of village
Kalagaria under Shibalaya
thana; Shajahan (19) of village
Manik Nagar; Lalmia (57) of
village Jamsha: Afuz (32) of
village Kalagaria, Piar Ali (40)
of village Dubladanga under
Shibalaya thana, Gour Chandra
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15 election
campaigners
electrocuted

MYMENSINGH, June 1: At
least 15 people were electro-
cuted and 50 others injured
when two buses ¢ the
supporters of a BNP candidate
came in contact with a live
high tension wire in Nandail
thana of the district today, re-

ports UNB.

Witnesses said the tragic

-accident occurred when the

slogan-chanting BNP workers
on the roofs of the two buses
got entangled with a hanging

high tension electric wire at
Syedgaon in Moazzempur
unjon in the afternoon.

Eleven people died on the
spot while four others suc-
cumbed to severe burn injuries
on way to hospital. The victims
were mostly teenagers.

Hospital sources identified
the dead as: Harun-ur Rashid,
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| Gowda new Indian PVI |

‘1n 13-member cabinet;

NEW DELHI, June 1: H D
Deve Gowda, a farimer's son
from humble beginnings. was
sworn in as India's 11th prime
minister here today as the
head of a five-party United
Front Coalition government;
reports AFP,

Deve Gowda, 63, took the
oath of office from President
Shankar Dayal Sharma at a 30-
minute ceremony at the presi-
dential palace, four days after
forcing the n::u]!lgnaunn of the
country's first Hindu national-
ist government.

e replaced Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, whose pro-Hindu Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP)

overnment resigned on May

after {ust 13 days in office
after failing to win majority
su in parliament.

Deve Gowda. a greenhorn in
national politics, was the sur-
prise choice for the prime

ministership of the centrist-
leftist United Front alli;ance
after a communist leader aind a

See Page 12 Col 3
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Dhak:a City Awami League brought out a mourning procession with

the bady of Shababuddin
— Star photo

_Shahabuddin's killing

AL mourning
procession
1N City
By Staff Correspondent
Thousands of mourners, led
by some front-r Awami

League leaders and workers
marched down the city streets
yesterday carrying the body of
Shahabuddin and held a bi

rally in front of the AL centra

office: denouncing 'politics of
killing'. e

—ASH Shahabuddin. Com-
missioner of Ward No. 41 of

the Dhaka City Corporation
and Information and Research
Secretary of the city Awami

League. was gunned down by
See Page 12 Col 4
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CEC unhappy over lapses
In arms recovery drive

KHULNA, June 1: Chief
Election Commissioner [CEC)
Muhammad Abu Hena today
expressed anguish at the
lapses in the arms-recovery
drive aimed at creating a vio-
lence-free atmosphere for
June 12 voting, reports UNB.

"I am re worried and
anxious over the issue.” said
the CEC barely 11 days ahead
of the general election. being
held under a caretaker admin-
istration to make the polls im-
partial, free and fair.

The operation must be

up. he said at a meeting

ere this morning, directing

the law-enforci agencies to

strictly maintain law and order

for a peaceful conduct of the
forthcoming polls.

He said hoodlums and ter-
rorists are neither the friencis
of anyclmc E;llnr the members of
an iti arty. "They must
be caught” . o

After takeover of the care-
taker government on March
30. a special drive was
launched on April 1 to cleanse
the country of illegal arms to
ensure a free and fair voting.

Till May 31. law-enforcers
had recovered a total of 3,508
firearms and arrested 1284
people on charge of possessing
illégal arms. Some 24,097
others were also rounded up
during the period.

Addressing political lead-
ers, local elite and representa-
tives of different professional
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‘ Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ac-

NEWS BRIEFS
Habibur Rahman
greets Gowda

Chief  Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman has sent a
of felicitation te H D

Deve on his assumption
ol office as the Prime Minister
ol the republic of India.

reports BSS.
Information Secy
transferred
By Staff Correspondent

Primary and Mass Edu-
cation Division Secr Kazi
Raquibuddin Ahmad has been
appointed Secretary to the

istry of Information. said a
PID handout yesterday. Imfor-
mation Amir -ul-Mulk
has been transferred 1o
Primary and Mass Educatlion
Division as its Secretary

cused the Hti'l_iP;:; hatchin
CONMSPIrary (o frastrate
coming election
killing and t
UNB.

"BNP is cooking u
s to sabotage the June
1 election and destroy
democracy, independence and
sovereignty of the country.”
she sald addressing a huge
election projection meeting at
the Kamr rchar Ashrafa-
bad maidan Lalbagh thana
yesterday afternoon.

Hasina castigated the Presi
dent for what she said hatch
ing conspiracy against demo-
cracy the voting

sitting

the e
é also char A leader

of a particular ical party
with selling out the country's
and trying to g dtnm:r

uproot -
rltggg_m"th soil of this land.

to the killing of
Shaha . the ward com
missioner of Agargaon area,
the Awami League chief ab-
served that dthe}:mnhty and
ruthlessness of the killing sig-
nalled the conspir n:’ul
particular guarter te foil the

She nmlnd to the people
to give verdict against
“this conspiracy.” saying that

Con-

nside

unleashing
Sm, reporis

rights of

BNP hatching conspiracy
to sabotage polls: Hasina

‘boat' is the bol of life,

territorial in-

League considered people
the r itory of sovereign
power ol the Republic. "If we
really want peace and stability
in the M.l;:?r we must en-
sure g:m ul transfer of
power t gh ballot.”

She said the AL had
launched movement for eco-
nomic emancipation of the
downtrodden and exploited
masses, and to give an institu-
tional shape to democracy.
"We will not relent unless and
until we achieve these." she
added .

The Awami League
stated that e had ousted
the "vote-t ~ from
through movement. She urged
the people to 'beware of these
elements who had already
taken to the field to steal
votes' in the :

She reiterated er allega.
tion against the BNP which
Indulged in tall talks' about
F . But once in power it
forgess about Farakka and re-
turns home from Delhi with a
volte-face, she sald and ac
cused the former prime min-
ister of.signing the joint
COIIMT) ue to sell out the
interest of the country.

Hasina told the crowd that

See Page 12 Col 2
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Pre-polls violence in
some Ctg JS seats

From Nurul Alam

* CHITTAGONG. dJune-1; Pres -
polisviolence sparked off téh-
sion in some of the trouble-
prone constituencies here
while the electioneering con-
tinued in full swing.

The constituencies which
already were rocked by inci-
dents of violence included
Raozan (Chit -6), Rangu-
nia (Chittagong-7). Patiya
{Chittagong-11) and Chand-
gao-Boalkhali (Chittagong-10).
according to police and poli-
tical sources.

Police officials said special
measures were being taken to
prevent any fresh outbreak of
violence in those areas.

Su s of Awami League
and P’ trade gunfire at
Chowdhuryhat a Nayahat
areas of Raozan on Frida
afternoon, police and loca
people said. But no casualty
was reported.

The violence erupted there
when the local BNP candidate
started a mass contact pro-
> The

situation was t
under control after pﬂm
rived at the spot. Similar inci-
dents of violence also ook
place in Raozan on May 22.

Both AL and BNP blamed
each other for the incidents.

Im Chandgao residential

arca. @ clask - took place on-

Friday between two grou of
activists of BCL and JCD while

ers of AL candidate Nurul
slam were being pasted on
the wall, local ple said.
During the clash at least 10
people received minor in-
juries and some posters were
damaged. When police rushed
huﬂéhe spot the clashing groups

On Thursday. a clash en-
sued at Pativa when some
posters of Jatiya Party candi-
date Shamsul Alam Master
were damgbeﬂ by rival sup-
porters. JP med the ac-
tivists of BNP for ng the
posters and centring the inci-
dents a clash erupted between

See Page 12 Col 1

AL-BNP clash
in Ctg: 20 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June 1: Al
least 20 people were injured,
two of them bullet hit, during a
clash between the su rs
of Awami U:nfuc and P that
took place at noon today at
Lalkhanbazar area in the city.
witnesses and hospital sources

See Page 12 col 8
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We will revive Gram Sarkar
if voted to power: Khaleda

KALIGANJ, G sJune 1:
BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia today said her
party. il voted 0 power again,
would ensure the involvement
ol elected representatives in
every tier of t down

to the wvil for infusing dy-
namism I:%eﬂtlupmenl 'i;ln‘.'ﬂl'{
reports LUNB,

Addressing an electioneer-
ing meeting at Chupair High
School ground in the after-
noon, she said the BNP would
revive Gram Sarkar (village
government) system while
elected people would be put
on the Thana Development
Council and District Council.

"We'll attach jal impor-
tance to stre ﬂcﬂlng local
leadership so that people at
grass-roots level can partici-
pate in the development pro-

ves8,” the former ptime minis-
ler said, explaining her party’s

futnre

education programme, which
has been making a tremendous
coutribution to spread educa-
tion. particularly in the rural

areas, would further be ex.
panded to all unions of th=

country.

Besides. she vowed, the (p-
portunity of fres education 7 ind
stipend for the girl stude nts

would be extended up to jn-

termediate level in a bid to

spread education among “wom-
enfolk who would in turp help

build an educated societ

The BNP chief also ri:id the

parly
pension

lor the elderly poor citizens

electorates that her:
would also introduce

See Page 12 cal 6
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Operation
at DMCH
suspended

Star Report

The admission of patients
requiring ration was sus-
pended at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) from
yesterday, according to au-
thoritative ital sources.

Only serious patients will,
however, be admitted for op-
eration. E

Of the total 12 General Op-
eration Theatres (GOT). op-
eration is now done in
only one, said a or official
of the hospital adding that
conducting operations in the
remaining GOTs are full of
rissks and 8.

The GOTs in some cases clo
not have adequate supply of
waler while power failure and
defective electric lines have
made others unsuitable for op-

| See Page 12 col 7
_May 20 incident
Call to publish,

enquiry repor.t
after polls

By Staff Correspor ydent

Fifteen prominent ' yersonal-
ities of the country have ap-
pealed to the Pres',dent and
the caretaker gove rmmment to
defer the publica' ion of the
enquiry report on the May 20
incident in army for the sake
of holding fair pc jis.

In a stateme at to the
yesterday, they said. "whatever
rcpurts have b 2N puhﬂ:u.h:d bj'
both governio ent and unofficial
SOuUrces ant | covered the
newsmedia, have involved the
President ‘and the two major
political p arties in the events.
it needs npo recounti that
this has neot been desira at
all and " has not helped the en-

See Page 12 Col 1

A gargaon killing
/Arrested 5 on
remand

By Staff Correspondent
¥ """Pive persohs - arrested in
connection with the killing of
city Awami League leader and
ward commissioner ASM Sha-
habud;ﬂ::d Fﬂdmﬂcmmn
were pla on remand
yuti:nrday. e
e arr persons, a

between 24 and 28, were e
duced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
court yesterday morning.

Four of the arrested — Faisal
Ahmed alias Jukti, Kam- .
ruzzman Titu, Anwar Hossain
Khokon and Daimuddin
Mridha were placed on three
days' remand and the other
Salimuddin alias Salu on two

days’ remand. Police had

} See Page 12 col 6
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the first European joint-venture
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Netheriands Development
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W elcome to

B-Bdnglu Bank Limited
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