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REES are the most ess-
ential bounties of nature
contributing to the sus-
L} nce of life on earth. To
industrial countries, trees are
a treasure trove of biodiversity
and greenhouse gas "sinks"
that absorb (carbondioxide)
and thus keep global warming
in check. To the developing
nations these trees, so to say,
the forests are resources ripe
for itation : potential far-
mland, a free source of fuel
and a store house of exotic
kinds ol woods that command
prices in the domestic as
as overseas markets. And
these forests and plantation of
trees must be continued to
maintain ecological balance of
this planef{ earth. Without an
contradiction, the world needs
a lot of them to store the car-
bon ibroduced by the growing
population that triumphs on
industrialisation. Forests Work
as carbon dum © trees ex-
tract carbondioxide from the
atmosphere. emit oxygen and
store carbon in the trunks,
leaves and roots. These utili-
ties call for preserving the
forests that are still there after
massive logging by human
s and restore those that

being
have been destroyed.
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The Syndrome Must be Arrested
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thin%madc by God.”

Shockingly true, lack of
ecological awareness in the
country+has ntly con-
tributed to trees,
bringing in its wake unusual
ﬂnc:i,?ng‘ inundation of coastal
belts, and crop-losses. On the
other hand. the spectre of

devastated woodland triggers
spate of Iutlnn-rclnteﬁl-
nesses like respiratory tract
infections, malignant tumours,
arid congenital deformities in
the country. What the country
needs now is a team of "Nature
Protection Group" who must
meticulously document the ef-
[ects of pollution on the coun-
iry, air, water and health. In
the country, as mentioned ear-

. lier, other than human assault.

trees are dying mostly due to
pollution effect. To arrest this
effect, governments in many
countries like Czechoslovakia.
Hungary and western Germany
have started helicopter spray-
in,% of contaminated farests
with lime to reduce acidity of
the soil.

Cars and coal burning utili-
ties and factories are responsi-
ble for 86 per cent of the man-
made sulphurdioxidé in the
atmosphere which cause ex-

: v 4
Unsurprisingly, in Mercilessly still seems 1o be  dry-particles — snow and fog — lo poisoning or loss ol nulri: environmental group. British (ria and France, |
Bangladesh trees are {)cing de- quite mysterious. This new  attacks a tree on all fronts. Air- ents. "Acid rain is partially re- emissions account for 14 per Shockingly, the sinners like ﬂglliurifnltl]ngg:;:d EFE?UFTSEIIH surr:l:h Lhﬁ:ﬁgﬁ DLL :’gi;f;ﬂd?ﬂit?;ﬁ{
to purchase cleaner cars, the

stroyed the old fashioned way.
are cut down for fuel, in

the ses and brick fields and
to meet the ng needs of
cropland for the burgeoning
ulation. But other than this
@m‘g there is another deadly
culprit at work that i denud-
ing the forest wealth in the
Sundarbans. Cox's Bazar. Syl-

plaﬁue hits young saPlings as
well as 120-year-old trees.

Extensive analysis for the E‘.[iJi-
demic range from a cyclic

change in the environment to .

a ballling form of tree 'cancer’.
But the most convincing evi-
dence points to air pollution,
specifically sulphur dioxide
and oxides of nitrogen which

borne pollution settles first on
the highest tree-tops, acting as
a natural windbreak. Acid pre-
cipitation filters down to the
soil, eats away at the root sys-
tem and eventually leaches out
key nutrients, such as calcium
and potassium and mobilises
loxic metals like aluminium.
Once on leaf or needle, acid

sponsible,” says Adrian Meyer
of the Swiss Federal Forest Of-
fice in Bern. "But in high alti-
tude environments where the
sunshine -is more intense,
ozone is a prime tree killer.”
Most of the pollution that
Kills. these trees is invariably
associated with the industri-
alised country's energy profile

cent of the pollution in Swe-
den, and 7 per cent in both
Norway and western Germany.
Consequently, the resultant
downpour of acid rain has al-
ready caused 15 per cent de-
cline in
these areas. Global figure on
the emission of pollution and
extinction of forest wealth re-

teeth

timber growth in

into

Britain have resisted putting
pollution control
regulation since they must
bear the costs but enjoy few of The
the benefits. Enceouragingly, -
western Germany long op-

posed to tough pollution con-

trols, has changed its stance,

The country is now leading the

chmc for stricter emission

st

uman assault have brought’
[orest resources down to a
shockingly 9 per cent mark.
country'’s
blight and lamentable deple-
tion of the forest resources ac-
counts for the drought and
climatic variations prevalent in
the country. For any country
heading for industrialisation.

present

government has developed a
complex tax-incentive plan
designed to offset the cost of
catalytic converters that are
being increasingly used in
western Germany and others
are following the suit.

We can never encourage
technological progress that

het M singh and in are spewed into the air by the  rain disrupts the operation of which includes industrialised veals that there are countries ards. So great is th =
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muc ond our knowledge. rs, : INES a ermit a 1iree 1o su ur-ric ossil fuels like number of factories that emit mans mentioned trees more t The f{ : ¥
_ bey . . 5 ) ; bk ; , ra _ — that intricate set of biologi-
plants and automobiles. . "breathe”. The process of pho- ma?. relatively little hydroelec- this toxic chemicals but it often than the arms race as a hrgs insplred%llzt:iz::tu[:-eal?npﬁg: cal and chemical interactit%, !
the web of life.

The disease called "the dying
forest syndrome” strikes selec-
tively but with deadly effect.’
The onset of the disease starts
with the dark greefi branches
E:ging limply. Between five
s and three years later,

the branches are ti with
yellow and then brown:. The
weakened tree soon drops its
needles and eventually stops
new ones. It becomes

al the top and appears

stunted, its highest
branches outward and upwards

One school of thought
points put that by itself, sul-
phur dioxide can sap the vital-
ity of trees, so can oxides of
nitrogen, Bul the real problem
seems to begin when the two
gases work in combination
with each other in the atmo-
sphere. Hurled into the air by
tall smokestacks. the sub-
stances mix with water vapour
to form sulphuric acid and ni-
tric acid and in presence of_
sunlight turn into oxidants

losynthesis is thrown off bal-
ance and subtle changes take
place in the internal chemistry
of the tree that result in dis-
colouration and premature ag-
ing. Finally. acid rain washes
away vital nutrienfs from the
leaves and needles so that the
tree slowly starves to death, its
respiratory, circulatory and
‘digestive’ systems crippled.
When death comes, it is often
due to natural causes like in-
sects. high winds and drought.

iric power and an uncertain
supply of low-sulphur oil. The
deadliest culprit that causes
the most disastrous situation is
the brown coal mostly available
which when burned, emits
heavy amounts of sulphur diox-
ide. Statistics available confirm
that eastern Germany (Pop.
16.7 million) spews out 956
tons of sulphur dioxide per
square mile every year com-
pared with 40.5 tons per
square mile in western Ger-

could nevertheless suffer for-
est blight because of other's
pollution. Only 23 per cent of

sulphur
the

many,
tend to

[taly gets more pollution than
it gives. Some 2 million tons of
sulphurdioxide drift into the
country from Switzerland. Aus-

Netherlands is
grnwn. but 26 per cent of it
lows over from western Ger-
where

dioxide deposited in
home

smokestacks
be taller. Likewise,

problem of
them. The dying forest has had
a greater impact on Germans
than almost any other issue.
They look at the forests as be-
ing almost more
than their own health. That
leads us to think how oblivious
and unconcerned we are about
our dving lorest resources. Any
country for its ecological bal-
ance needs at least 25 per
cent forest resources. Butl in

im

ortance to

and vocalists in marly ways. All
romantic heroes felt at home
in the woods.
about a soothing inspiration to

ople in the world tormented

Forests bring

important g; afflictions, conflicts and ha-

old proverb :

tred. The city planners in our
country. in their bid to create
. unplanned housing
have often forgotten the age-
"The city was
seen as something made by
man and the forest as some-

in the city

that make up

Right from the dawn of "Indu;

strial Revolution” smokestacks
have disgorged noxious gases
in to th€ atmosphere, factories
have duniped toxic wastes in
to rivers and streams, forests
have been denuded, lakes poi-
soned with pesticides. under-
ground aquifers pumped dry. It
is high time we take into ac-

could the possible conseque-
nces of this profligacy.™
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t of modern times. :
global scenario of this

- syndrome unfolds an alarming

Acid rain

T

can emil pollutants high into
the air. where they travel along
wind-lormed “sky ways” that

25,468, will now be ahle to use

sanitary

disclosed at an “experience-

latrines. This was

towards healthy habit.

The Forum workers attend-
ing the workshop informed

fure. In France, almost can carry them thousands of | exchange wor-kshop” orga-
000 Eﬁﬁ:runur}c hnctnrs imiles apart even beyond the | nised by NGO Ful::'}um or E}?}E::ﬁlﬁplfﬁfgﬁﬂﬂigf;élg
1 hnlvl I:Iulhcel“n detic d'mmmd country thalt produced them Drinking Water Supply and very hard but with the cooper-
o ) BODOHSEE Kgﬁc That answers llie dilemma of | Sanitatipn Sylhet Zone on ation of the Union Parishad
other : ng the non-industrialised coun- completion of their one-vear chairman, TNOs. Imams and

sings nfmd:ttnﬁrltiun.r IiI:’ G%:r‘
many. per cent of its 7.
million t]:cbt:rﬂ of ‘Igrut ap-
ports have it t ltw
south-western Fl:.'ﬂ of Ger-
many, home of black for-
est, some 75 per cent of the
trees have been d .
eastern where till be-
fore the unification, officials
were reluctant to provide data
on the extent of the disease,
an estimated 86 per cent of
the country's 3 -
tares of woodland have been

affected. e : : " ‘ -
es. principally in Scandi to construct such latrines completion ol one year imple cess achieved. The Deput such amm owa -
-Mh hﬂ‘ dmumlhcfht“lqﬂhwr:: navia. L - themselves and f:hangt‘ their mentation prugranimtn rm‘h:r Commissioner of Sl.ll'lﬂl'l'l[:‘ga]'iIr hjh[ngprhgahh}r Eﬁl‘i}jta rl‘.i: E_?::
sources of the world quite According to "Friends of the | habit He said. the movement people at®all tiers of society Mr Igbal Hossain Khan an people will not suffer any lack -
- Earth”. another international virtually did net end with the should try to sustain the suc¢-. Programme G{ﬁcer of Swiss of enthusiasm. y

iries who are not sinners but
have to ?ay a heavy price for
other's faults. Interéstingly.
the most dramatic example of
“pollution drift" comes from
(sreat Britain which ranks as
the largest generator of sul-
phur dioxide in western Eu-
JOope. A report issuerd by the
Environment Committee of
House of Commmons in the late
1990 estimates that 28 per
cent of the 5.1 million tons of
‘sulphur dioxide beiched from
British smokestacks each vear
are wind-borne to other coun-

project

Social Movement for Sanitation
Frogramme at Sunamganj en

May 9.

One year before, the num-
ber of sanitary latrines for the
same number of families was
only 2.446. The Director of
NGO Forum for Drinkin
&lph)ly and Sanitation

id

Ras

over the workshop. said it was
not their
only help the people of this
area in constructing sanitary [

latrines.

Tmplemen-tation of

Walter
r. SMA
who was presiding.

main objective to

but to motivate them =
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priests. and representatives of

various organisations and,
above all. the conscious local
per cent
sticcess could be “achieved.
‘Within the one year, not a sin-

people almost a 100

le person in the three thanas

as died of enteric diseases

like diarrhea.

At the conclusion of the

workshop, the Forum Director

Mr. S Rashid
crest and eertificate amon
the workers. This is belie

distributed

lo work as incentive. and as
such it is expected that more
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