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Leaders TV Debate

We recall that Sheikh Hasina at one stage had
challenged Khaleda Zia to a TV debate on the
caretaker issue to which the latter responded
yes, if held inside the parliament. That was when
the 5th parliament was on, and the opposition
was boycotting it. Much Jlater, in a meeting with
newspaper editors, the AL chief reiterated the
debate challenge without invoking any response
from Khaleda Zia. ‘

Now that we are all poised to have the next
election why not have the postponed debate on
TV and radio? We think, for the sake of a better
informed electorate, to create greater enthusiasm
among voters and also to have a clearer under-

' standing about what the issues are, there should

be an open and direct debate between Sheikh
Hasina and Khaleda Zia. If these two leaders agree
then we can follow this up with debates between
other major contenders. We are fully aware that
the natural tendency on either side will be to
refuse such a debate thinking about the uncer-
tainty of how their respective leaders will per-
form or how the viewers and listeners wiH accept
it.*But that is how party bureaucracy will always
kill new ideas and new ways of doing things. Here
the leaders will have to show courage to talk to

' the electorate directly.

We would like to argue that to look at the pro-
posed debate on the basis of 'who will win - | or
she' is to miss the point. We think both will win
to the extent that the policies of their respective
parties will be better understood by the voters
and as such there will be far clearer understand-
ing of the issues. What really needs to be worked
out are the rules of the debate. :

Various formats can be decided upon. There

' could be one in which each leader should first

speak for 15 minites each, then go for two rebut-
tals of 7 minutes each. with the speaker coming
the last chance. Alternately, the
two leaders after speaking for a set time, could
permit themrselves to be questioned by a diverse

. group of experts selected on the basis of mutdal

consent. There could be a whole range of alterna-
tives that the two sides can consikder and agree
upon. This newspaper, if given the initial go-
ahead, would be happy to do the ground work in
consultation with representatives of the two lead-

our suggestion and our offer to start the ball
rolling. After all, for how long will we shy away
from information technology and from modern
ways of doing things? One such TV-radio debate
will do the work of hundreds of public meetings
— much faster and far cheaper. »

Election Observers

We welcome the three-member Common-
wealth pre-polls observation team. This obviously
- means that the Commonwealth will be playing an

active role in monitoring the 12 June polls.
| Election monitoring teams from the UN,

Commonwealth, 1OC, EC, and specific countrigs
L like the US, UK, Japan. France, germany. or who
so ever is interested, should all be invited to
come to Bangladesh and monitor our elections.
- There are many reasons why we Suggest this.
. Larger the number of international teams observ-
~ing our polls, higher will be -ts international
. credibility. More importantly, no party will want

| to be caught in any improper act in front of in-
. ternational observers. This will greatly decrease
the possibility of election violence and whatever
other bad intentions that anybody may have,

Election monitoring by outsiders have become
a norm in elections where rivalry is so intense
. that chances of manipulation and vote rigging are
. high. This practice should not be seen as a lack of
| faith in our own system. On the contrary it should
be seen as a mark of our self confidence about it.
It also speaks of how transparent our polls are.

It is not clear what the Commonwealth pre-
polls monitoring team will do, but we are sure we
can learn a lot from them about how to go about
setting up independent polls monitoring system.
Not only that we want foreigners to monitor our
polls, we want our own private bodies — like
FEMA, and others — to observe the election as
meticulously and as scientilically as is possible. In
this connection we urge all public and private
bodies concerned with election monitoring to set
training workshops for volunteers from all walks
of life who can help out in the process.

International and national private monitoring
of the elections should be given the widest scope
| and all the facilities-available with us.

}
Dangerous Weapons

A national daily has reported that dangerous of-
fensive weapons for personal use are on open sale
in Dhaka. According to the report a stun-gun,
. now available in Dhaka over the counter, can in-
. deed stun a Fersnn from a 15-foot distance with a
1 discharge of 30 to 50 thousand volt electric

ower, Although the victim recovers without fail

rom the shock comparable to a fall from a three
' storeyed building, he or she would take days to be
back to normalcy.

More than one brand of toxic gas sprayers are
also on sale. Law cannot and doges not permit in-
dividual possession of such offensive weapons.
The report cldaims that the police are as yet not in
the know of open sale of such weapons. Import
liberalisation one step ahead of what we can take
has been blamed. Import control is hardly
equipped to know: that stun-gun or cap-stun can
have more things wrong than a suspected
spelling error. |

The sellers, in order that the business isn't*
| harmed, are being discreet in choesing who to
sell a stun-gun and who not to. So, not the gov-
ernment, but shopkeepers have become the au-
thority deciding on who should possess weapons
. having all the potential of endangering the peace
. and social stability. The stun-gun literature says it
| Is for use by security personnel only. What kind of
security people or private gunmen or mafiosi are
these being sold to?

The cap-stun type sprays may come handy to
women travelling alone on Dhaka stpeets. This is
only as good as eeéamichilli-powdcr in the van-
ity bags. Such and ot
use have never served in effectively def:ndir;ﬁ
one. But contrarily miscreants can use them wi
great profit. - '

It is ‘time that the government took steps to

ﬁ:ﬂrantce that no such weapons reach private
L
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ers. We hope both sides will seriously consider

er weapons for personal .

- Or things will surely get out of hands.

.strument of power the

N the wake of a dwin-
I dling furdgi:;ll aid availa-
bility, mobilization of
domestic resources should
hold the key to the de-

velopment of a country like
Bangladesh. Unfortunately.
Bangladesh s performance on
this score is very poor. The
ross national savings of
angladesh in FY '94 consti-
tu about 13 per cent of
the GDP This leaves room
neither for comfort nor com-
placency expecting the fact
that the share has E)oen
in the earlty 1990s. From abou
6 per cent of FY 81, the share
di to about 3 per cent in
82 and then rose to an av-
er of less than 6 per cent
over the whole 1980s. It is
only since carly 1990s that a
monotonic rise in the gross
national savings/GDP ratio
could be discerned The im-
provement could be adduced
to the positive developments
in the arena of macro eco-
nomic management. As com-
pared to the [1980s. there
secems to be an umprovement
in revenue collection on two
fronts. First, during the period
1990/91-1994/9b revenue
collections have been right on
the targel and reportedly,
over shot the target on few oc-
casions, Second. revenue bud
get collection? from both lax
and non tax revenue. has also
been right on the line with
less fluctuations in evidence
The above observations

Fe\_iv Fiscal _Iz_évelo_l_:vments So Far
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national savings. However, the total tax structure still seems to be bedeviled with a number of
consiraints that make the tax base narrow.

were made by the IRBD
1995 The report attributes
the success to the improve-
ment in revenue collections
The revenue/GDP ratio, ac-
cording to the report, com-
ares from B8 r cent in
985/86-1989/90 to 11 per
cent in 1990/91-1993/94 At
the same time, the tax/GDFPF ra-
tio also witnessed a hike from
7 per cent to 9 per cent over
the same of time. How-
ever, although commendable
efforts so far, the feeble im-
provement in revenue collec-
tion “still leaves Bangladesh
well behind its Asian Neigh-
bours where South Asia
Tax/GDP average ratio is 12.4,
I:;cr cent, the East Asia a
s 168 per cent and that for
82 less deve countries is
|7 per cent. With a tax/GDP
ratio of 11 9 per cent

madnh is approaching the
! Asia average !

One of the noticeable fea-
tures in the realm of tax Fn
eration in h so far is
reported to be the introduc-
tion of VAT It is r ed that
of the total tax collections in
1993/94 the contribution of
VAT was about 29 per cent 32

r cent [t may be mentioned

ere that at the initial stage.
the introduction of VAT faced

insurmountable c&ppnlltlun
from businéss trade and in-
dustry circles. But as time
rolled by, VAT appeared as rel-
atively more transparent and
effective by substituting the
age-old multiple tax rate sys-
tem e.g sales tax However,
Bangladesh's tax base is al-
leg . fraught with many lm-
itations For example, the tax

much as possible from im
duties leaving the tariff -
tions applicable ondy to those
whose demand in the economy
is relatively less or which are
very thinly imported. In ether
words. in the name of rational-
ization of tariff structure and
import leberafzation. there
would remain sufficient

to manipulate the figures in

by Abdul Bayes

Beneath the Surface
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base is said to be narrow and
mostly thrives on lml':.ﬂ based
taxes which "contributed half
of all collections in 1990/91-
93/94 compared to 52 1 per
cent in 1985/86-1989/90. In-
deed 63 per cent of all VAT
collections are import based ~
The dependency on import-
haser] taxes has a further corol-
lary It tends to delimit the
scope of import liberalization
To clarify the point, a n-
ment such as of Bangladesh
would always try to mop up as

o 1he government's own political

interest.

Bangladesh s tax base is
also related to two other fac-
tors viz. aid flows and dy-
namism in economy. and both
of them are said to be beyond

rmment’'s control. It is un-
ortunate that the contribution
of direct taxes to total collec-
tion. allegedly. is lower at only
|14 per cent. This share is re-
ported to be lower than 17 per
cent of 1989/90 Again. taxes
from the agricultural sector is

—

dilferent hight .~
the rrmchh!'h
fueling P from domestic
sources owes to the non-ful-
fillment and the ADP
t;;gﬂﬁngﬂ hrﬁ!frm the fact
t is enlarged and
the slice from domestic re-
source is being h . "Thus
in 1993/94. on the of the
realised ADP . the
domestic us Was sup-
posed to have financed 40 per
rent of the ADP. But, in prac-
tice, had the ADP actu ;
realized its target of Tk 97.5

gorized as revenue -

tures. Far example
1990/91-93/94, 36.5

70.3 cent in 1990/91-
1994/95. "On the basis of the
re-estimation or revenue ex-
Eermhuu‘ the 1990s.
angladesh never did have a
revenue =
By and it could be
deduced that wit-

of constraints that make the
tax base narrow. Unless the tax
base can be

enough, the progress could
turn out to be unsustainable
and short-bved.

Bangladesh Bureaucracy: Looking at the Problems

by AM Alimuzzaman

ET us trace the deep
rooted causes ol the
political unrest in our
country and the¢ debate over
the role of bureaucracy These
are: (1) our constitution has
Eivr.n enormous powers to the
resident and the Prime
Minister; (2] there is no
mechanism in the constitution
by which one can balance the
other when both the offices
are held by persons belonging
to the same party: (3] the
extensive power ot the
President/Frime Minister was
ven in pattern of the British
maodel, but in the British sys-
tem the personality of the
/Queen acts as a balancing fac-
tor over the Prime Minister;
(4) because of these vast pow-
ers our Presidents/Prime
Ministers in the past, became
s0 much dominant that they
had either been killed. impnris-
oned or condemned. (5) and
because. of these vast powers of
the rulers the bureaucrats
have become instruments of
power and also victims of
abuse, degeneration and frus-
tration: (6] after serving as in-
ureau-
cracy is asserting that they
must act above the party and
the powers of the President
and the Prime Minister shall
be used in accordance with the
will of the nation; (7) after
serving loyally for more than
two decades, the Bangladesh
civil and military bureaucracy
ks disproving Maxweber about a
future populated by nonenti-
ties {"specialists without spirit,
sensualists without heart ... . ")
the bureaucrats are demon-
stratihg that they have spirit
and they have heart: (8) this
rit be short-lived unless
the powers of the regime are
balanced and supremacy of the
will of the nation is established
as a matter of culture in letter
and spirit.

Sociologist Maxweber de-
scribed bureaucracy as "the
means of transforming social
action into rationally organised
action.” The recent spate of
transfer of Deputy Commis-
sioners, Thana Nirbahi Officers
and other officers at the na-
tional level is therefore sur-
prising from the point of
Maxweber's view of bureau-
cracy. But in our culture, we
are just used to it. Everytime
there is some social or politi-
cal waunrest, bureaucracy bé-
comes the first victim. After
the turmail is over some of the
bureaucrats are transferred,

the administration is reshuf-
fled and the "business is as
usual.”

But even then, the prob-
lems remain and explode with
added velocity. We may recol-
lect the past sequences: 1)

After Independence frem UK
in 1947, two Martal Laws 2]
Independence from Pakistan
in 1971. 3] Assassination of
Bangabandhu and Martial Law
in 1975 4) Assassination of
President Ziaur Rahman In
1981 and Martial Law. 5] Mass
uprising in 1991 and impris
onment of President Ershad
6) Non co-operation In 1996
and resignation of Prime Min
ister Khaleda Zia

. With each event the rulers
had suffered The bureaucracy
had suffered alo with the
rulers. The special feature is
that the unrest is spreadin
and embracing members ol aﬁ
professions and tiers of soci-
ety.

The Colonial Legacy

As part of Pakistan we be-
came mdcpexlmt in 1947 but
we  continued to be adminis-
terech by the laws and tradi-
tions ﬂemgntd 10 maintain
colonial domination. The rules
designed to be applied from
London to govern the Indian
sub-continent remained almost
intact. The first shock came
when the Governor-General of
Pakistan dissolved th® elected
constituent assembly of Pak-
istan. Speaker of the con-
stituent assembly fought
against this dissolution and
won the first round in the
Simdh High Court but lost the
final round in the Supreme
Court on the point that the
British Raj's law regarding the
powers of the Governor-Gen-
eral were still in force. The
Supreme Court could very well
declare the action of the Gov-
ernor-General null and void.
Many said Pakistan was saved
from a t crisis by the deci-
sion of the Supreme Court. But
was Pakistan saved? The
supremacy of the chief execu-
tive thus refrained. the bu-
reaucracy had to adjust itself
to retain its position as
specialist.’” But in the process
they lost their power as spe-
cialists fand became instru-
ments o wer by complyin
with the dliroectim of their pog—
litical masters.

Bureaucracy — a Power
Instrument

The bureaucracy soon be-
came a power instrument of
our rulers and the economic
disparity widened, ultimately
{}ading to the disintegration of

akistan. But the new consti-
tution did not the sta-
tus of the rulers nor their
wers were constrained. The
Iwreaucracy soon became the
power instrument of the first
order for the  rulers who con-
trol the bureaucratic apparatus.
Although the rulers did not

last Indefinitely but succeasive
rulers seemed to have enjoyed
this power game without going
deep into the factors for their
rise and fall The colonial sys-
tem therefore persisted and is
still persisting

Almost Absolute Power

The Fresident/Prime Min

ister of Bangladesh has powers
almost equal to those of me-
dieval Kings and ancient Em-
Eernrs 1 medieval Kings
ave been modernised, the
Emperor lost their Empires,
but our Presidents/Prime
Ministers carry on with simi
lar almost absolute powers
They are rather true to the
words of the constitution not
the spint

Based on the British model
our rulers have forgotten that
British constitution is mostly a
set ol conventions and in real-
ity the British monarch and
the Bntish Prime Minister are
two figures which are alto-
gether different on: the head
of the state and the head of the

~ government.

Then the parliament and

- the House of Lords are also two

distinct bodies with different
backgrounds. But in
Bangladesh these organs of the
State are rather jampacked’
and there is no balancing. of
one by the other. Hence the
British Prime Minister cannot
just be inducted in Bangladesh
with the powers, position and
privilege of both the Prime
Minister and. the monarch
sandwiched. Successive regi-
mes seamed to have enjoyed
this power and have not taken
a.lJ:y steps to institutionalise
these powers by the act of
balancing. Thus, Eestdcs enjoy-
ing many financial. social, lo-
istic facilities the . Presi-
ent/Prime Minister has been
given the powers of appoint-
ing. promoting, demoting,
degrading of the Republic; key
tions such as judges of the
uprgme Court and the High

Court,-the Attorney General;’

key position of Public Service
Commission, Election Com-
mission; Vice-Chancellors of
Universities, Professors, Am-
bassadors; retirement and re-
employment, of officials; dele-

tion to foreign countries;
awarding ceremonial "Padaks”
and so on. These are powers
similar to what were enjoyed
only by the medieval Kings
when they exercised absolute
powers.

The Caretaker
Government

Even the caretaker gov-
ernments seemed to have suc-

il

Release of Ershad

Sir, Jatiya Party leaders
have been pressing for the re-

lease of ex-President Hussain

Mohammad Ershad in order to
enable him to' participate in
the forthcoming general elec-
tion. ey are even threaten-
ing to boycott the election if
their demand is not acceded
o .

Everyone in the country
knows that ex-President
Ershad is not a political pris-
oner. He was arrested on very
serious specific charges by the
former neutral caretaker gov-
ernment of Justice Shaha-
buddin Ahmed ranging from
Arms Act to grabbing of public
money and utter misuse of
power.These cases are at
verious stages of trial. Only re-
;:]e:nﬂ]r. atﬁ:]lgh-cuuﬂ Division

as rejec an a to grant
him b&lﬂ in one nlprgc cases,

The demand of the Jatiya
Party appears to be t rule
of law and as interference in
smooth dispensation of justice.
If Mr Ershad is found not
ﬁuﬂt}r, he will automatically be

onourable acquitted. How-
ever, if he is released without
trial, then the other accused
facing verious criminal charges
will also hnrc&ﬁrh: released.
The Jatiya P leadership
should refrain "from making
such funny demand.

Let us not temper with
functions of Judiciary, and let

o

natural justice take its own
course. '

Mahabubur Rahman
Dhaka

Dl.lﬂﬂerB
spirit is alive

Sir, Dzhokhar Dudayev g
physically dead, but his spirit
is alive and will remain alive in
the struggle for independence
of the ple of Chechnya. By
his sudden death, it is not only
the people of Chechnya wWho
lost a great leader but also the
Islamic Ummah. Actually, he
also fought for the cause of
Islam, but unfortunately, it
seemed that Islamic countries
remained rather silent over
the issue, though many Islamic
countries (big or small) have

come fo in the rescue of
Bosnians. .
He {Dut:fnycv}

fnu%ht single-
handed with a very big power
and his death is due to the
gypncrlsy of Boris Yeltsin.

nfortunately, many Muslim
countries are inclined to make
friendship with Russia cu-
larly for armaments and mili-
tary hardware.

After the death of Dzhokhar
Dudayev, the leadership has
been taken up by another ded-
icated man named Zelimkhan
Yandarbyev, who has vowed to
take revenge against the ter-
rorist Russian ers and we

hope he comes oul victorious
because the fight is against the
evil,

Shamsuzzoha
2/2A, Psciculture Hous
Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207

Power failure in
Dhanmondi

Sir, The power supply situa-
tion in the west Dhanmondi
adjacent to Zigatola, Rayer
Bazar area has became very bad
of late. During the past weeks
it hds become worse. Power
goes off a few times everyday
with or without the slightest
wind or rain and most often
hours pass before it is re-
stored. In the last few days we
were plunged into darkness
every evening until nine or ten.
Sometimes wer. 18 discon-
nected an restored and

switched off again at the inter-

val of one to two hours. It is
very troublesome to spend
time in darkness with fans off
during these hot and humid
days. It seems ple of this
area are the victim of either
load-shedding or some local
technical problems. Will it be
too much to ask that

should look into the matter
and do the needful in this re-

gard

Parimal K Bhattac
318, Dhanmond(
Dhakon.

R/A.

‘YOou S€e some

cumbed to the power theory
No doubt the constitution has

iveny the Head of thes
Slate /Government enormous
wers But the constitution

ias not barred any Presi
dent/Prime
Adviser 1o set conventions by
following the due process ol
selection
a process which has bulltin
checks and balances and
transparency] Thus It is not
known how the caretaker
President's team of Advisers
were selected, how did they
make a ntments to the key
posts e carelaker govern-
ment may 8¢l some conven-
Lions of due process for future
governments thus avoiding the

process of amending the
cOoRstitution
System of Patronage

The system of patronage as
described earlier was observed
by Thomas FPaine long in

- his Criticism of the English

Monarchy as: When extraordi-
nary powers and extraordinary
pay are attached to any indi-

ual in a rvarrmm be-
comes the centre, round
which every kind of corrup-
tion generates and forms
what is called the splendour of
the throne is no other than'the
corruption of the state

When such a vicious system

is established it becomes the
uard and protection of all in-

erior abuses monarchy
would not have continued so
many ages in the world had it
not been for the abuses it pro-
tects.... By admitting a ci-
pation of the spoil, it makes
itself friends; and when it

ceases to do this it will cease

lllllllll

Minister/Chiel

(The due process is

to be the idol of countries.
"Even these monarches which
all over
as R29

so simply transformed
themselves over a span of 200

" acted in obedience to

began their control
En[gl.nd as long ago
A

years,
the unwritten rule of our na-
tional life which
that the

with the will of the nation.
Th

inging about change when
the will of the nation was set
for change and only
was so sel” [Sir
Barker).

Bangladesh Bureaucracy

. and Code of Conduct

The joining of many bureau-
crats. civil and mili
War of Liberation. boosted
morale of the people. The role

?lu ed by the bureaucrac
991 and 1996 March

Ernest

been hotly debated. One view

is 1n ur and another st
but f the third angle, was it
not too late?

could have protested

They
against the decisions of the,

government when the so-
called abuses started. The bu-
reaucracy .-had therefore to be
changed for tolerating and
complyi
abuses of the successive gov-
ernments so long. We have to
keep in mind that difference
between a eonstitution and a
government. As Thomas Paine

observed: "There must neces-
, sarily be a controlling power

existing somewhere ." Accord-
ing to him this controlling

power cannot be placed in the

discretion of the persons ex-
ercising .the government. This

rescribes
of the King
shall be used In accordance

ey stood above pdrty: they
watched the ntm; they
oined with their subjects in

when it

tary. in the

in

with the so-called

discretion has to be placed in
the constitution. Hence. the
code of conduct for the bu-
reaucracy which was made by
ceriain individuals in the gov-
ernment cannot have the dis-
cretion of the constitution
which is framed the nation.
The will the hTMcndel:f more
supreme than t con-
duct.
The Role of Bureaucracy
The role of bureaucracy.
their tenure, promotion and
other conditions of service
have therefore to be spelled
oul in the constitution in all

details, ntments to other
positions of the Republic have
also to be spelled out. No doubt

the President will . But
how? Mere consultation with

somebody does not give a re-
spectable and pr im-
age. There must be checks

Those are pu appointments
and no secrecy is needed.
Thus after balancing the
powers of the rulers and other
organs of the state we can ex-
hology of de-
pendency” thseughout the bu-
reaucracy. We can conclude
with Maxweber's words: "The
honour of the official is the
ability to carry out an order on
the responsibility of the com-
manding official conscien-

tiously and exactly in such a
way as if it accorded with his
own conviction, (even) when
the higher autherity insists.
despite his protests, on an
order that appears wrong to
him. Without such ethical dis-
cipline in the st sense
and self-denial m:jm ap-

paratus would disintegrate”
The writer is ncguuright
scholar of the State University

| Party and Nomination

It is always interesting to
watch #he political scenario in
Bangladesh before any election.
This year, chan%ing and join-

from one political party to
other by politicians would-be
politicians and to get nomina-
tions to contest at the ensuing
election reminds me of the
beginning of the seasons of
cricket and football. Every year
before the seasons start, we
witness some players leaving
their teams and joining new
ones for, of course, a better
offer and opportunity in their
career. A cricketer or a foot-

baller is offered to be included .

in a team by the management
for his ability to play and en-
rich the team with his skills,
of course with the ultimate aim
to win the championship.

[t is amusing to compare a
politician with a sportsman. A
sportsman is a sportsman as
long as he retains his talent,
but a politician is a politician
until he dies. A sportsman has
to go through a training, and
keep on practising to be a
good player. A politician also
generally needs to have politi-
cal training or experience and
service and sacrifice for the
community, for his con-
stituency. .

But what do you think when
e bureaucrats or
generals or businessmen who
suddenly after retirement de-
cide to contest in Parliamen-
tary election and join a party?
It means that in Bangladesh
you don't require any special
qualifications or training to be
a politiclan. How then is poli-
tics regarded as a specialised
subject? What relations does a
political party have with the
politicians? According to polit-
ical theories, a political part
is an organised group of people
who control or seek to control
the government. Parties com-
pete against one another in the
elections to keep or gain con-
trol of a government.

In a democracy, people
elect representatives from
among the politicians to act as
their agents in making and en- -
forcing laws. At election time
people vote for the candidates

whom they choose by ju
the manifesto and the Idet:ﬂl:ﬂ

\\the party concerning public

Munira Khan

and national interests. It is
naturally to be taken for
granted that the candidates
nominat&d by the parties be-
lieve in the ideals of the party.
But what we see in reality?
Some candidates who uttered
abusive words against and

criticised a ‘party’ yesterday
are yf‘ the same party to-
day! Are they s to be-

lieve the ideals of the party
concerned now? Some candi-
dates whgﬂm;:r: critti;ised a
party yes ay are bein
in the party with garlands and
enthusiasm today. What, then,
is the criteria of being a mem-
ber of any political party? Can
anybody, anytime become a

- nrember of any party, no mat-

ter what he/she did or said
previcously? Is there anything

called ertgr loyalty here in
Bangladesh” Rumours go that
nominations are ‘preferably’,
given to those who have
money, who have big names br

" titles (ex or retired) which are

expected to help win the elec-
tion.

No previous input for the
party or the community is re-

uired — no involvement in

e party is necessary. Above
all, no experience or training
for holding a public office is
required. Some people feel
that a service-holder's or bu-
reaucrat's behaviour and atti-
tude is completely different
from that of a politician who is
a public figure, has more
proximity with the people,
shares joy and sorrow with the
people of his or her con-
stituency and is aware of the
problems of the eople
around, attached with their
sentimental and practical fs-
sues.

On the other hand, a ser-
vice holder, although an intel-
ligent and, efficient officer
would lack the ability to behave
like 4 politician because he was
not trained for that.
Bangladesh has seen many bu-
reaucrats as ministers and
members of parliament but
none of them could be recog-
nised as a good parliamentar-
ian or a popular politician.

However, norms and ways

of Neww York, USA.
\

of choosing a party
has been c . People buy
forms with money and deposit
money for an interview.
Although it was decided earlier
whom they would give the
nomination, the leaders give
time to interview to please all
the nomination-seekers. One

such person was telling me
that although he kneéw he
won't

t a nomination, yet be
went for an interview. H‘:said
that he t the 'time’ of the
leaders by 1500 a minute,
That means he was inter-
viewed for three minutes ap-
proximately. Isn't it interest-
ing? Candidates are cho-
sen not by merit but by con-
venienece, not by sincerity but

Bn:m]u of surity.
- sually, in atydemncraﬁy

where there are multiparty
system, y conventions are
held to select and choose the
leaders who would be nomi-
nated to contest the elections.
The party members who rep-
resent thejr constituencies,
who can show the popular
support and credibility and
strength are chosen by the
central leaders. It is not only a
matter of interview for three
or five minutes. The leaders
must have knowledge about
the constituencies and their
candidates. They must have
worked with them, have been
associated with them for lifting
the party ideals. Somebody
who is new in politics, who is
retired from his/her old posi-
tian will have to be oriented
first with politics, with peo-
le's ,interest — for people's
nefit.

Anyway. the party leaders
know beiter what is good for
them. As voters, as the respon-
sible citizens of the country.
our duty and obligation are to
choose the representatives
correctly and intelligently. If
all the parties choose good
candidates who believe in the
party ideals, who do not betray
their own party, it would have
been easier for us to choose
and vote. But if they select
people who catch fishes in the
tru. .bled itical water only
for their own benefit. who
cross the floor and ideals iﬂd)

set the sail with the wind, we
will be the ultimate losers.




