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Election Commission warns
Bribery, disguise are
unishable offences

Anyone who will take or
sﬁne to take largesse in ex-
c for cesting vote or re-
fraining from voting for or
I?u"i.m“ l;.lj candidate TJIII'I gmt

bery c . reports .

This inm of mdmwﬂ
offences and punishment
thereof laid down in sections
75, 76 and 77 of the le's

sentation Order 1972,
the Election Commission an-
nounced yesterday ahead of
June 12 parliamentary elec-
tions.

Bribery (Seection 78) — A
person will face bribery
charges if he himsell or
through others takes or agrees
to take bribe in any torm in
exchange for casting vote or
refraining (rom voting for or
against any particular candi-
date.

Bribery charge can also be

brought against one whe EI'-"ES
ribe

or proposes or pledges
to an for hli':wmg gains:
Resisting an individual

from contesting the polls or
resisting a voter from casting
vole or influ a candidate
to withdraw his candidature,
Dr

(B) Rewarding a person for
contesting or refraining from
the election or for withdraw-
ing from the race. and also re-
warding a voter Lot voung for a

[::‘rth'.\ﬂlr candidate or refrain-
from

; One charged with such of-
ences may lace imprisonment
upto seven years alongwith
fine. Minimum punishment is
two years in jail.

Disguise (Sectiom 76) — A
person can be char with
electoral oflence if he casts
vote or asks for ballot paper in
fake name or in the guise of
another . dead or alive.
If convicted, the person may
face cash Emﬂtr and upto
seven years in jail.

Undue Influence (Section
7T7)— A person could be
charged with exerting undue
influence and be convicted if
he directly or indirectly ter-
rorises an individual by mus-
clepower or by any peer or by
using government influence, or
assault and injure him physi-
cally or financially for voting or
refraining from vo in favour
of any particular c ate.

Resisting a voter from exer-
cising [ranchise by abduction
or by any other ways will also
fall under the similar offence.

All those offences are cog-
nizable and non-bailable a

therefore, lice can arrest
the accused without warrant
Session Court will condurct
trial.

LDF announces 1 l-pE

polls manifesto

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) vesterday announced an
llcaamnt election manifesto
pledging to establish a demo-
cratic, secular and exploita-
tion-free socialist Bangladesh
which, it said. was the main
spirit of the Liberation War,
reports UNB.

The LDF, a conglomerate of
eight left-leaning parties, said
it will take constitutional and
other pragmatic steps to en-
sure people's basic rights —
food, clothing., education.
treatment. shelier and em-

ployment.

Eréhts of the people irre-
spective of their religion.
caste. creed. colour and gen
der will be established if LDF

I..'I"I'.ljd-

Announcing the manifesto
at a press conference at Taher
Audilorium in the c¢ity, LDF
Convenor Khalegquzzaman
Bhuiyan described il as an al
ternative socCio-economic pro
gramme to bnng about funda
inental changes in the society

LDF leaders Kazi Aref
Ahmed, Shahidullah
Chowdhury, Mujahidul Islam
Selim. Hasanul Haq Inu. Dilip
Barua, Nirmal Sen, AFM
Mahbubul Hay. Abdullah Sarkar
and Moinuddin Khan Badal
were present on the occasion

According to the manifesto.
the LDF will enforce a massive
reform in the agriculture sec-
tor to reorganise the rural life
and economy to achieve self
reliance in [ood production. [t
will also go for land reform to
ensure "land under genuine
peasants and cooperatives”,

The left front pledged to
ensure share-croppers owner-
ship on land and their right to
get two-thirds of production by
introducing ceiling system that
will allow a iamilv highest 50-
bigha one-crop land and 30-
bigha two-crop land

The manifesto said the LDF
will build up a self-reliant
economy changing the present
market economy 'prescribed
by the World Bank, IMF and
imperialist countries",

On the international plane;
it will strerigthen the fight for
reorganising the world trade
system, protecting the interest
of third world people and can-

celling the imbalanced GATT
accord.

The front will formulate a
Egagmaut industrial policy for
osting production, creatin
empiuf-mtm opportunities an
establishing a self-reliant

eConomy.

While attaching priority to
the public sector, it will en-
courage the genuine en-
trepreneurs 1n private sector
and keep up the interest of
working class ensuring their
full trade union rights.

To develop human re-
sources, the LDF will consider
the employment issue as a
central point of economic ac-
tivities. [t wants to eliminate
unemployment within 10 vears
alloting 12 per cent of budget
lor new employments.
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I will introduce allowances
for the ijhlﬂﬁh aud ratoning

system In rural areas and re-
duce expenditure in defence
and: other unproductive sec
tors. It impari defence training

to all eligible peopic and make
the armed foryes accountable
1o parliainent

According to the manifesto. !

the LDF will restore the fun
damental principles of the
1972 Canstitution cancelling
the 2nd. 4th 5th 7th and 8th
amendments.

[t will scrap all black laws
including the Special Powers
Act and ensure fireedom of
speech and the press. Trial of
all political killings will also be
ensured.

The front, if voted to
prowver wil arrenge trial of all
war criminals’ including
Golamn Azam It will Lake step
In Imipose 4 ban on the use ol
reiigion in politios.

[t will regularly publish in-
come and expenditure of top-
level officials and political
leaders to remove the discrep
ancy between income and ex-
penditure at all levels.

The front will separate ju-
diciary irom the executive and
bring the magistracy under the
iudici
aw and uphoid interest of the
working ciass, CrPC and BPC
will be reformed in line with
democratic norms and values.,

Attack on Mamunur
Rashid condemned

The Sammilita Sangskritik
Jote yesterday stronglv con-
demned the attack on play-
wright-actor Mamunur Rashid
and demanded 1mmediate ar-
rest of the atiackers. reports
BSS.

The jote held a protest rally
in front of the National Press
Club which was presided otver
by Nasirnuddin Yusuf Bachehu.

The speakers aileged that
Mamun wuas attacked on
Wednesday by a group of BNP
workers when he was passin

through Kakrail area towards

his residence.

The rally was also ad
dressed, among others, b
Syed Hasan Imam. Golam Kud-

dus, Tarig Anam and Mamunur

Rashid.

Workers Party General Sec-
retary Rashed Khan Menon

yesterday strongly condemned

the attack on Mamun, sayin
that this attack has expos
BNFP's autocratic character.
Communist Party
Bangladesh
Shahidullah Chowdhury
General secretary Muzahidul

Islam Selim, in a statement,
mndcq;med the attack. Dhaka
Metropolitan Chhatra Union
has also condemned the attack

on Mamun.

UNB adds: Awami League
general secretary Zillur Rah-

of
(CPB) President
and

Oppression against women

Investigation centre
at Mirpur likely

Setting up of a separate in-
vestigation centre at Mirpur in

' the capital is under active con-

Sidc.. tion ol the government
in view to preventing oppres-
sion against women, reports
UNB.

This was informed in the
““h meetin
lerial Coordinatinn Committee
on Frevention of uppression
Against Woemen held at
Bangladesh Secretariat vester-

= day.

Jayalalita,
Kerala CM

resign

NEW DELHIL. May 9: The
Chief Minister of the southern
Indian state of Tamil Nadu re-
signed loday after her
was routed in legislative elec-
tions, reports AFP.

Jayalalitha Jayaram, a
former movie actress, sent her
resignation to Tamil Nadu gov-
ernor M Channa Reddy after
her regional AIADMK Party was
voted out of power in the
spra'ivlin state of 55 million

e, the agency said.
adds: The Kerala Chief
Minister, A K Antony, sent his

- — s
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Police dispersing lathi-weilding garments workers demonstrating in front of the Jatiya

Press Club in demand for their arrear salaries.

5 garments workers
hurt in clash
with police
By Stati Correspondent

Al least five garments
workers were injured in a
clash with police in front of

the Jativa Party Press Club in
the city yesterday aftermoon

The incident occurred
when about 50 workers ol a
garments factory came to sta
4 demonsiration reportedly
following a dispute over the
payment of salary, police
sources said.

Police picked up four work-
ers from the spol. They were
identified as Yunus. 18, Ralan,
19. Anwar. 30, and Khalil, 32.

The chase and counter
chase between the workers

and police rt'a:edci)mm in the |

area, willnesses sal

However., it could not
Known imuuediately how
trouble began

C'"Wealth team
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be
the

tariat

A Canadiau observer repre
senting NDI. USA, Richard
Balasko chiel political officer
ol Momitoba province. is also

expected shortly. |
USs  Congressman  Bill
Richardson who caine here a
few months bhack has [
ressed his desire to visit
angladesh in the middle of
this month to familiarise him-
sell with the election situation.

« Star photo

EC for cm)pemtio_n deal

with Bangladesh

BRUSSELS. May 9. The Eu-
ropean Commission has made
a proposal to member coun-
trieg that economic and com-
mercial cooperation ree
ments should be negotiated
with four Asian countries: Pak-
istan, Bangladesh, Laos and
Cambodia. a Commission
spokesman said on Wednesday
reports AFP

The goal of such accords
would be 1o increase, over a

five-year period. trade, eco-
nomic rrlntlnnuht[: and tech-
nology transfer between the

EU and those countries, the
spokesman said.

It would be the first coop-
eration deal with Laos and
Cambodia, the second with
Bangladesh and the third one
with Pakistan

The proposed agreements,
based on mutual respect for
numan rights and democratic
Prinmpics, would share the

ollowing objectives: Increasing

investments and trade in both
directions. strengthening eco-
nomic cooperation. the strug
gle against poverty and the
pursuit of lasting development.

For Laos and Cam a, the
Union is proposing reciprocal
application of the most
favoured national trade provi-
S011

For Pakistan and Bangla-
desh,
cooperation with the private

it wants to upgrade .

seclor as well as the invest-
ment climate Since 1976 the
EU has supplied Pakistan with
total aid olP 67 million dollars
the bulk of 1t being for food
and humanitarian aid and for
development cooperation.

Over the same period,
Bangladesh received total aid
of more than 520 milllon dol-
lars as non-repayable develop.
ment aid

Arafat forms
new cabinet

RAFAH, Gaza Strip, May 9.
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat announced today the
formation of a new cabinet at a

meeting of the Palestinian
Legislative Council. officials
said. reports AFP.

Arafat had delayed the se
lection of his cabinet for about
a month and earlier received a
two-week extension [rom the
council which expired on April
24

He had hinted on
Wednesday that he might seek
a further delay during heated
exchanges with legislative
council members on charges
he was abusing his power

The cabinet is his first
since being voted president in
historic Palestinian general
elections in January

man yesierday condeinned the
atl‘.nc:z on dramatist and cul-
tural activist Manunur Rashid

resignation to the Raj Bhaban
this afternoon as the Left

Democratic Frent (LLDF) was
and demanded arrest and close to

an absplute majority in
punishment of the culprits. the assembly polls. e
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Supporters of the Hindu Nationalist Bharatiya Jana Pa}ty{ BJ-::hant sl

following elections resylts yesterday in New Delhi.

Prominent winners
and losers in
Indian polis

NEW DELHI, May 9:
Prominent winners and loses
of India's 11th general elec-

lion, reporis AFP.

Embaltled Indian Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Ras
was elected from two parlia-
mentar seats. Rao won
Nandyal in the southern state
of Andb-a Pradesh by more
than 98,00u votes and
Behrampur in the eastern state
of Orissa by 167,000 votes.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee. pro-
jected by the Hindu Nationalist
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP,
Indian People’'s Party) as its
prime-minister-in-waiting,
opened up an unassailable lead
in Gandhinagar in the western
state of Gujarat.

Former movie star Rajesh
Khanna (Congress). seeking
reelection from a New Delhi
constituency for the third
time, lost by 58,315 votes to
Jag Mahan (BJP). a former
governor of the northern state
of Kashmir. :

Former health minister B
Shankaranand (Congress),
seeking reelection for a record
eighth time from the southern
state of Karnataka was beaten
by 112,000 votes by Ratnamala
Dhareshwar Savanoor of the
Janata Dal (P e's Party).

Maneka Gan IJannga Dal]
was leading Parshu Ram (BJP)
by 70,000 votes in the north-
ern state of Uttar Pradesh.

Civil Aviation Minister
Gulam Nabi Azad (Congress)
lost by 3B, 565 votes to
Rajabhau Thakara (BJP) in the
western state of Maharashtra.

R

e

b g

ogamns 1n tfle street
— AFP/UNB photo

Rao quits today
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L day it would stake its claim to .

form the next government in
alliance with regional group-
ings

'Delinitely we will emerge
as Lhe single largest party and
then it becomes our right and
duty to form the government,’
Pramod Mahajan, general sec-

retary of the BJP told re-
porters.
‘For the first time in his-

tory, a non-Congress homoge-
neous party has emerged as
the single largest party,’ he
said.

BJP's prime ministerial
hopeful Atal Behari Vajpayee
was more subdued.

“The B.JP will emerge as the
single largest party but it will
be difficult for us to form a
government on our own, ' he
told Reuters.

Another report  says,
Congresa was divided over
whether it should state a claim

to forming a government,
spokesman \Flgha] Gadgil F:Sg

today.

B}:Jt he told reporters there
was no t:p:.ml-:nl‘.h::rl'l1 of Congress
trying to stay in power
r:-l}raknglg an alfiante with the
BJP. -

“There are three or four
trends. One is that we should
not form the government at

all," Gadpgil told reporters.
He said in 1989, when the

Congress won 192 seats, there
was pressure on then leader
Rajiv Gandhi to try to form a
ggvernment. "The reply was
that we should sit in the op-
position.”

Gadgii said prime minister

P V Narasimha Rao would con-

tinue to lead the party despite
the poll debacle.

herc is no question of

change i leadership. Secondly

there is no question of aligning

NEW DELHI, May 9:
Followin he results offi-
cially declared so far in
gcne-ral elections for India's

45-seat parliament:
Party/alliance Total
Cong/allies 83
BJP Shiv Sena 87
National front/Left Front 46
Others 22
Total seats declared : 208

with the B.JP," Gadgil said.

BSS adds: the name of Ms’
Sonia Ga::dhi, widow of assas-
sinated Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, is being widely
discussed in the political cir-
cle in the Indian capital as an
alternative leader o Congress
in face of electoral debacle.

Beaten up
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pired at 10:30 ain.

According to reliminary
medical report, Mian., an in-

habitant of Sylhet, died of head

imjury.
Alrport security men
reached by telephone at night

sald they did not know any-
:jhintg ahu;.:ythe morning inci-
ent as t were on duty in
the night shift. %
A case was r
the Cantonment t
connection.

ana in this

stered with |

.dence and sovereignt

Khaleda visits
Shahjalal, Shah
Paran's mazars

SYLHET. B:W;uh'-
person to-
day visited the mazar of great

saints Haszrat Shah
and Shah Paran ( here, re-
BSS.

She offered fateha there
and sought the divine
for the pe
Ban esh
arlier on her arrival at
Sylhet Osmani Airport in the

nmrnjngth: BNF chai
was we
C

omed by thousands of

people chanting dif-
ferent slogans. Outside the
mazar, um Zia was ac-

corded a rousing rﬁm
thousands of me s z

Bangladesh Dargah Mazar

Mutwalli Samity by Najibul

Basher Maiibhandari.
Police raid on
SM Hall: 5

outsiders held
By DU Correspondent

Police made several sur-

rise raids on the Salimullah

all of Dhaka University on
Wednesday in a bid to recover
ill | arms.

Juring raids five outsiders
were arrested and no arms re-
cover e

The provost committee at a
meeting yesterday alleged that
some terrorists of a particular
political party attacked the
residence of Mujahidul Islam, a
house tuter of the hall. follow-
ing the arrest of the outsiders,
according to a DU press re
lease

The terrorists asked him to
arrange the release of these
outsiders, the press release
added.

The meeting condemned
the incident and demanded
immediate arrest of the terror-
ists

Mujhahidul Islam could net
be contacted for comunents.

2 die in city
incidents
By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons including a
woman were killed in separate
incidents in the city yesterday.

Mariam, 30, who was in-
jured in a road accident yes-
terday moming. succumbed to
injuries at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) in
the alternoon, witnesses and
hospital sources said.

In another incident, one
Alamgir, 50, was electrocuted
while working with a drill ma-

| chine in Katherpul area under

Sutrapur thana in the city at
arcund 1:20pm, the sources
added.

The bodies were sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.

Alliance
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59 of its nominees lost their
deposits. The AL and its allies
won 100 seats and deposits of
five of their candidates were
forfeited, a CAC fact sheet
pointed out.

JP got 35 seats while the

th tgﬂﬂfj e andidates.

e amaat c
18 won and 104 lest their de-
posits. the fact-sheet added.

Of the total 300 seats in the
House 78 were won with a
margin of less than five per
cent. Of the 78. BNP won 33
AL 25, JP 11, Jamaat 7 and
others two.

AL got second position in
43 of the 78 constituencies,
BNP in 14, JP in seven,
Jamaat in six and others in
two. CAC said.

Hasnat joins

From Page 1

‘Once he was with us and now
the has returned to us today.”

A former mayor of Dhaka
city, Abul Hasnat joined the
BNP expressing his allegiance
to the leadership of aleda
Zia at a simple ceremony at
the BNP's election office at
around 9 pm last night.
Earlier, he resigned from his
prim membership of the
Jatiya Party and the post of a
residium member of the
arty he had served for the last

six :

in his letter of resignation,
submitted to the JP's acting
chairman Mizanur Rahman
Choudhury, Hasnat accused a
section of the JP leadership of
trying to serve their personal
interests in the name of re-
{ﬂeaseﬂ;&al&;ﬂ r!::luvemcnt. He

S0 t his position in
the JP was questioned as re-
gards the party’s movement for
release of the jafled party chief
HM Ershad.

Speaking on the occasion,
Abul Hasnat termed the day as
the happiest day in his life
since eda Zia had allowed
him to return to the BNP on
the day.

"We formed the BNP at the
call of president Ziaur Rahman
and I've returned to this
at the call of Khaleda Zia to
protect democracy, indepen-
of the
country in this critical hour of
national life ...I'm very much
emotional now”, he said.

While Hasnat was seeking
Khaleda Zia's cooperation for
serving the BNP, some people
shouted to say, "Please, don't
leave this party once again.”
This caused laughter among
those present on the occasion.

In reply, Hasnat said. "Pra

for me so thdt 1 can be with

this party until my death".
Addressing the partymen
the BNP secretary general
Abdus Salam Talukdar termed
Hasnat as a very favourite col-
league of him and sed
his great pleasure for the old
BNF leader's return to the

Later, Abul Hasnat issued a
press statement on his leaving
the JP and joining the BNP.

blessings
ace and prosperity of |

| Rahman

t his constitutional

DHAKA FRIDAY, MA

Y 10, 1996

Parliament votes to probe
against Tansu Ciller
ANKARA. May 9: The Turkish parliament voted today to
agains! coalition party leader Tansws

C
Biller, thocatening 1 bring

down the ruling conservative

alltance, Deputy Speaker Uluc Gurkan said. reports Reuter.

JP manifesto
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The sixth Parliament was

man of
. the press
conference was alg attended,
among others. by Presidium
members Begum Roushan
Ershad. Moudud Ahmed. Kazi
Zafar Ahmed. Shah Moazzam
Hossain and Secretary General
Anwar Hossain Manju
“Ershad is being ied of
to put

forward the JP election mani-
:{do hthrtchh constituents”
that he was prcsitﬂ#?nvrr the

programme as the acting
chairman of the . ber
of the chief's

During the press confer-
ence. a letter addressed to the
Chief Advisor see the re-

lease of Er<had was circu-
lated. The letier was by
the act chatrman Mizanur
Rahman ry.

manifesto; the

JP out that it was par-

ticipati in the forthcoming
general tions to iun: the
release of its leader HM

Ershad and to ensure the basic

rights of the people.
The JP manifesto pledged

| o seek national consensus on
. all economic and political is-

sues. With the opposition B
ties, the JP policy would be
that of "compromise and con-
sensus and not confrontation.”
It also promised to bring
about transparency. neutrality
and accountability of the gov-
ernment for economic devel
opment and unproving the ef-
ﬂcm. and sensitivity of the
ation to bring about a
gualitative change
The manifesto said that ef-
lective measures will be taken
for implementation of Islamic
ideology and its principles. An
Islamic Council will be formed
as an advisory body to the gov-
ernment while communal
harmony and freedom of all re-
ligions will be ensured, it said.
A strong defence for the
country and a modernised
armed forces with latest and
sophisticated equipment will

get gunty. it said.
foreign policy, the mani-

festo pledged to pursue
“friendship with all, enmity
with none’ with emphasis on

relationship

ﬂtrfitﬁlhflllllﬂ
with the OIC and SAARC coun-
tries. JP will also seek the
rightful share of water of all
the international rivers includ-
ing 'the Ganges and
Brahmaputra and will establish
sovereignty over South
Talpatti, it said.

The JP manifesto said that
an inquiry committee will be
fnrmcg to probe into irregu-
larities. corruption, nepotism.
plundering of the economy by
the BNP regime and punish-
ment for those found guilty.

It also pledged to make the
Jatiya Sangsad an effective
institution and to accommo-
date the ngpuaitiun political
parties in the decision-making
process.

The defunct Upazilla system
would be restored and the lo-
cal Fuvernment system would
hed urther strengthened, it
sai

The manifesto also pledged
separation of the judiciary
from the executive. cancella-
tion of repressive black laws,

| announcement of a minimum

e board for the labourers,
formation of a new pay com-
mission to reduce the dispari-
tiles of th;'i officers ?nd em-
ployees and banning of the use
of child labour.

It also promised to eradi-

BNP, AL, JP lists
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do so as a scheduled meeting
of the BNP standing commit-
tee was delayed.

The BNP standing commit-

‘tee could not hold its meeting

in time yesterday in the ab-
sence of the party chief,
Begum Khaleda Zia, who was
on a brief visit to Sylhet.
However, the committee was
in a meeting for ﬂnallzln% the
party candidates till the liling
of this report late last night.,

After interviewing all the
nomination seekers last night,
the Jatiya Party will announce
its list sormmetime today.

JP Actin Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
told newsmen yesterday that
the names of tf’;: party nomi-
nees for 300 constituencies
would be announced today

BAF pilot killed
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deceased Flight Lieutenant
Masud, chiefs of the Three
Services, Defence Secretary

and BAF personnel attended
the janaza. said an agency re-
pori quoting an ISFR press
release.

Besides, wreaths were
laced on behall of the
resident and the C(hiel
Adviser by their respective

secretaries. the press release
added.

Later. the body was sent (o
his home at Hezoldanga
in Keshabpur thana el Jessore
distriet for burial with full mil-
itary honour.

cale terrorism and anarchy
from the educational institu-

tions. introduce a mass-ori-
ented education and en-
sure "education for all” by the
year 2000.

Construction of in

all major rivers, intreduction
of electronic train service, de-
velopment of ris. im-
provement of the inland water
Iransport service and esta
lishment of road communica-
tion with the Umion Parishads
would be undertaken if JP is
elected. it said.

The JP will encour pri-

vate mitiative in the health

sector. keep the er—uviﬁ
drugs and essential
eqguipment out eof gvtrumﬂnt
taxation and establish high-
quality hospitals to ensure
health for all.

The party would initiate
special medsures for women's
rights, eradication of jobless-
ness and ensure a future
for the destitute m
reintroducing the Path

Trust.

The JP manifesto also as-
sured aut for Radio and
Television, al setting up

of TV channel in the private
sector. independence of the
news media, increase in the
Frnduﬂmn of nt and
ormation of wage rd for
journalists.

It pledged to take up mea-
sures for urban f
;nd steps for lﬂl‘l&l: the

ousing problems in ci-
ties aﬂf take effective mea-
sures for improving the traffic

system of Dhaka :
A separate to en-
sure the rights of the freedom

fighters and preserve their
memories and uphold the
spirit of the liberation war
would be set up. it added.

GM transferred
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managing company of the ho-
tel. headed by its Vice Presi-
dent (administration). saying
that the ranking officials
should have to shoulder the
responsibility for the unpleas-
u!?t 'I]ncir]ichwhlEh occurred in
the hotel in Janu this year.
The delegation of 'u?e Japanese
Pan Pacific Hotel and Resort
arrived here on Tuesday.
Though their resignation
were accepled by the authori-
ties, the officials were in-
structed to ¢ on their du-
ties up to July 1996 unless
new appointments are made,
the sources added.
Meanwhile. police formally
made chﬂ&nrgcu against 34 em-
loyees executives of the
otel in connection with the

January 30 incident.

Following the untoward in-
cident. in which a group of
employees ransa the of-

fice of the General Manager
and injured a number of offi-
cials, the hotel ement
filed an FIR with T thana
accusing 45 employees of
whom. 29 were arrested.

were later granted bail by the
court. '

Gen Salam
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Colonel (retd). Quamrul Hus-
sain Murad, former land secre-
tsli_tr}r Amigful Islam, former
chairman of Bangladesh Hand-
loom Board Maizuddin Ahmed
and JSD (Inu} central commit-
tee member and its Jessore
district committee president
Ali Hussain Moni.

Earlier they met Sheikh
Hasina at her Dhanmondi resi-
dence., says a party press re-
lease.

AL leaders Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury, Abdur Razzak, Ab-
dul Jalil and Sultan Moham-
mad Mansur Ahmed were pre-
sent,

Armed Forces
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taker government for holding a
free and fair election.

Members of the advisory
council, cabinet secretary,
chiefs of the three services,
concerned secretaries, senior
officials of the law enforcin
agencies and other offi-
cials attended the mee ;

Later. the Chief Adviser had
an open discussion with the
participants of the meeting on
the law and order situation.

EC 1n a fix
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LGRD ministry officials as say-
ing. -
The ordinance would give
responsibilities to the union
Eearishad and pourashava mem-
rs. chairmen and other rep-
resentatives of the local gov-
ernments to ensure law and
order in their respective areas
during the Parharn:nlary elec-
tions and also to keep a watch
over electoral campaigning,

rallies and S.

The ordinance was first
proniulgated prior to the 1991
general elections. But it was
never laid before parliament
for its approval as an Act,
therefore it 'died a natural
deatli’. the EC official said.

E(’ sources added that the
ordinance was again ul-
gated before the February 15
parliamentary elections but the
shoit-lived parliament also
failed to pass it as an Aet.

Whatever the LGRD min-
.slri thinks, if the EC wants
such an ordinance, it can seek
it and get it promulgated.” an
EC source said,



