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IPOH. Malaysia.
Favourites Australia

May 9:

Sultan Azlan Shah Cu
hockey tournament
with a 4-0 win
Netherlands. reports AFP.

The Aussies. playing with-
out the injured Paul Lewis and
Ken Wark, proved too strong
for the Dutch in the match de-
layed for an hour by heavy rain

and a water pitch.
They sur ahead just two
minutes into the game.

Stephen Davies darted through
down the centre and flicked
the ball past on-rushing Dutch
keeper Maurits Aalbertse from
the middle of the circle.

Grant Smith put Australia 2-
0 up in the 17th minute when
he punished Dutch skipper
Jeroen Delmee for a poor
clearance just outside the
goalmouth.

The Aussies struck again in
the 29th minute. Glen
Kingston followed up smith's
hit which rebounded off goal-
keeper Aalbertse for a com-
fortable 3-0 lead at half-time.

Australia maintained their
dominance after the break.

In the 59th minute, Jay
Stacy latched onto a cross
from Stuart Carruthers on the
right to score Australia's last
goal.
Australian coach Frank
Murray said Austrdlia were do-
ing well even without forwards
Lewis and Wark.

"We still have a game in
hand against defending cham-
pions India,” said Murray. "It is
a good time to test the young-
sters,”

FIFA for more

friendlies

ZURICH, May 9: FIFA, soc-
cer's sgnvtnungchody. said on
Thursday it is behind an initia-
tive to stage a series of friendly
matches on the divided island
of Cyprus, reports Reuter.

FIFA hopes the friendlies
will help ease tensions on the
Eastern Mediaterranean island
which has been partitioned
since Turkey invaded and oc-
cupied a third of the country
in 1974.

‘It is a FIFA initiative,” said
FIFA spokesman Keith Cooper.
confirming earlier reports
from the semi-official Cyprus
New Agency (CNA). “"But the
official blessing will not come
until after the FIFA executive
meeting on the last day of the
month."

Where, when and how, are
still issues that need to be
worked out before the matches
can proceed.

e Turkish Cypriot com-
munity in the north of the is-
land declared its jindepen-
dence in 1983 but is recog-
nised only by Turkey.

As a result, Turkish C ot
football teams have not been
allowed to compete in interna-
tional competitions.

Move to fire
up FINA

SYDNEY. May 9; A new or-
ganisation of coaches has been
established to press world
swimming body FINA over
drug abuse. specially by Chi
nese swimmers, s AFP.

Forbes Carlile, spokesman
for the Florida-based World
Swimming Organisation
(WSO). said here Wednesday

the new group was set up by
the World Swimmi Coaches
Association (WSCA) because

repeated calls for a crackdown
on drug cheating had not pro-
duced results

The former Australian
Olympic coach sald the WSO
would approach current and
former champion swimmers
because their optnions carried
more weight than those of the
coaches, who had been out-
spoken on the issue for several

years
While he acknowledged the

timing of the announcement of
the new body was designed to
attract publicity in the lead-u
to the Atlanta s. Carlile
said the WSO was serious in its
aim of clearing the sport of
doping .

He believed swimmers and
officials would rush to join the
new body if Chinese swimmers
:Eaaj: came from nowhere (o

up in Atlanta

The problem of doping in
swimming was dramatically
highlighted at the 1994 Asian
Games when seven Chinese
swimmers tested positive.
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Paris St Germain stars Youri Djorkaeff (front) and Alain Roche in an upbeat mood of

celebration after PSG has won the European Cup Winners' Cup final against Rapid Vienna

in Brussels on May 8.

BRUSELS, May 9:
Paris St Germain
lifted the Euro-
pean Cup Win-
ners’ Cup for the
2l  first time when

they beat Rapid Vienna 1-0 in
a one-sided final on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

A solitary 29th-minute goal
by defender Bruno N'Gott
settled the outcome althoug
the French side dictated much
of the match.

N'Gotty fired a low 35-me-
tre free-kick past goalkeeper
Michael Konsel.

PSG, who have flopped in
the semifinals of all three
European clubs trophies in the
last three seasons, finally fol-
lowed up Marseille's solitary
French success in the 1993

Euro Cup.
Tgfﬁustrians. always the
underdogs. have tasted defeat

in the competition before. In
1985, they crashed 3-1 to
Everton.

It was the first major final
played at the Heysel Stadium
since the 1985 European Cu
final between Juventus an
Liverpool which led to the
deaths of 39 people.

PSG, pre-match favourites
after they beat Celtic. Parma
and Deportivo Coruna on the
way to the final. found the net
again shortly before the end
but Patrice Loko's close-range
goal ruled off-side

Loko's failed opportunity
was just one of a handful of

clear chances for PSG. who
dominated throughout and
the issue

'PSG clinch coveted cup

should have seale
before the break.
Loko, Youri Djorkaeff and

. first-half substitute Valdes Dely

had a string of chances but ei-
ther blew them or saw them
stopped by Rapid pgoalkeeper
Konsel.

Dely Valdes came on after
12 minutes after PSG's
Brazilian striker Rai limped off
with a leg injury.

Rapid had little to offer and
were truly dangerous only in
the dyinF minutes through
their prolific striker Carsten
Jancker and Trifon lvanov.

Although some 250 fans
were detained before the game
there was no violence in the
stands.

Luis Fernandez, who re-
mained adamant that he would

uit as PSG coach at the end of
the season but stay with the
club in another position, dedi-
cated the victory to "the whole
of French soccer.”

"We played the match, we
had to play. We started calmly
but after a while the team re-

ally got into its stride.” he said
is is a historical moment
which everyone is going to

remember for a long time~
said PSG president Michael
Denisot. "There will be a party
on the Champs Elysees.' he
said

Rapid Vienna coach Ernst
Dokupil admitted his tearmn had
been ouiclassed. "PSG were
the dominant team They put a

— AFP/UNB Photo

lot of pressure on us, espe-
cially in the first half and really
deserved to win the match.”
he said.

Early in the game, Jancker
maintained the appearance
that Rapid could be a threat.
He nearly beat PSG's off-side
trap in the eighth minute,
pierced the defence 10 min-
utes later, and nearly beat
goalkeeper Bernard Lama in
the 31st minute.

But PSG were more danger-
ous, especially through a daz-
zling Djorkaefl, who appeared
on the right of the box and
skimmed the bar with a 15-
metre half-volley in the 20th
minute.

Loko appeared unmarked in
the penalty area in the 42nd
minute but clumsily passed to
Dely Valdes instead of taking
the {ql:ttmn to aim straight at
Konsel.

Djorkaeff was on target
again in the 48th and again hit
the woodwork in the 60th
after cutting himself cleverly
free 20 metres out.

Valdes continued the on-
slaught by heading high from
close range off a Loko pass in
the 62nd minute.

Loko also failed in the 75th
when his sharply an shot
from the right rolled narrowly
wide with Konsel beaten.

Vincent Guerin bungled
F5G's finest chance when he
appeared unmarked before
Konsel four minutes from time
but weakly put the ball into the
goalkeeper's arms.

Woody

PINEHURST, No
rth Carolina. Ma

9 Secand see

Todd Woodbridge
of Australia was.
ted five match
oints and never recovered
alling to Brazilan Fernando
Meligeni in the second round

of the US «clay-court
championships Wednesday,
reports Reuter

Meligeni took advantage of a
series of Woodbri miscues
and then rolled through the
third set for a 6-7 (3-7). 7.6
(7-4). 6-1 win and a place In
rhe quarterfinals

In another second-round
maitch. veteran Mats Wilander
tumed back the clock to the
days when he was number one
in the world. playing with con-
lidence., the Swede needed
ust 65 minutes to crush

renchman Guillaume Racoux €
1. 6-2

"l was serving well and ev-
erytime | had a chance |
layed a good point.” said

ilander who never faced a
break point.

In the arterfinals
Wilander will lace American
Vince Spadea, who followed
his first-round. upeet of top
seed Mark Woodforde with a
76 (7-1) 6-3 win over an-

The Worid Todey 180 BBC World

other Australian. Richard
mebcrp% With Wednesday's
victory, Spadea has reached
four consecutive uarterfinals
The 76th ranked Meligeni
next faces Australian Patrick
Rafter. a 7-5 4.6 6 4 winner
over American Jared Palmer

The 28th ranked Wood
bridge and Meligeni played a
close. highly competitive

match for most of the first two
sets of the rwo hour and 19
minute conlest with the
Australian closing in on a tri

urmph
Perkins runs
short of iron

SYDNEY, May 9 World
swimming champion Kieren
Perkins, who barely scraped
into Australia s Olympic Games
team for Atlanta aIf:r a dra
matic loss of form. saild on
Thursday he had been suffer
ing from iron deficiency. re
ports Reuter

The Iiriple

world record

holder underwent a series of
blood tests after a disappoint.
Ing showing at last month's
national Olympic trails, where
he failed to make the Aus-
tralian team in the 200 metres
and 400 metres freestyle

digs own grave

But Woodbridge repeatedly
managed to snatch defeat from
the jaws of victory. Serving for
the match at triple match
point — 5-4, 40-0 — his serve
abandoned him.

Wood  wasted his first
match point 40-15. but had
two In hand when he delivered
three consecutive double
faults, giving the Brazilian a
chance for a service break.

At 6-5, 40-15, Woodbridge
held two more match points
but falled to convert either,
losing the second on an-
other double fault, ich he
followed with one more,

"After blowing what | blew,
it shattered my game."
thdhﬂd% said. "How Lo
trg to gather yourselfl quickly
after that. | haven't reall
thought about it . I'm still
steaming a little bit -

Meligenl stepped up the
pressure after taking the sec-
ond set tie-break, even though
it was quite clear Woodbridge
would not be able to recover
lrom his disastrous second set

“Not everybody has this
kind of luck.” Meligeni sajd.
"He gave me the chance and |
had to play best .

"1 showed him this is a war
for me. like Vietnam — to beat
me. you have 1o kill me ”

WORCESTER, England 9:
Opener Vikram Rathore gave

wat-:tllun England coach David
Lloy enty to ponder as he
cr 165 out of an India to-

tal of 349 for five declared
against Worcestershire on
ednesday, reports Reuter.

It was just as well Lloyd's
ng}rlngr mission ahead of the
three Tests and three one-day
internationals was to spot
India’'s strengths as well as

. their weaknesses,

Rathore, who has captained
India A and only recently made
his one-day international de-
but, should now look forward
to his first Test call.

He looked useful
scoring 103 against England's
amateurs at Uxbridge on
Monday and distinctly
impressive against
Worcestershire's attack.

Rathore, ever er to drive
the pacemen and quick on his
feet when confronted by spin-
ners Richard Illingworth and
Graeme Hick, studded his
274-ball innings with 26
boundaries. He finally fell
hooking Alamgir Sheriyar to
long leg after more than five
hours at the crease.
1_mE»h1:1ri},rz'u' had earlier d}s—

ssed opener Ajay Jadeja for
22 by l::rrmashln‘g:i l?rhc ugtsldt
edge and persuaded Sanjay
Manjrekar to clip a catch to
short mid-wicket before scor-

while

Sachin Tendulkar, dropped
on five, contributed 52 to a
third wicket stand of 124 with

Rathore despite looking well
short of his majestic best.
Mohamma Azharuddin

helped himself to seven fours,
plus three sixes of Hick, on his
way to 68,

Worcestershire made 18
without loss in seven overs be-
fore the close of the first day of
the three-day game.

Wang en route
to

BEWJING, May 9: China's
dual world record holder Wang
Junxia said she was still in re-
covery mode but was ho
returning to her best form at
the Atlanta Olympic Games
starting in July. Xinhua news
agcncli reported on Thursday,

ys Reuter,

Wang. who strung together
a series of r pcrtsnrrnant‘ca
in 1995, clocked the year's
fastest times in the 10.000
metres and 5.000 metres at
Olympic trials in the eastern
city of Nanjing earlier this
week,

"l was in peak form ... when
| broke the world record.”
Wang said of smashing the
women's 10.000 metres world
record at the national titles in
1993 after winning at the
Stuttgart World Champi-

mshﬂ:a

"My training now can only
be considered as my recovery
period. | hope | can recover to
my best level.” she said.

She ran a world best for
1996 — 31 minutes 1.76 sec-
onds — in a 10,000 metres
heat on Tuesday before win-
ning Wednesday's final in a
slower 31 minutes 11.59 sec-
onds. Wang's world record is
29 minutes 31 78 seconds.

Wang also holds the world
wecord in the 3.000 metres. It
was sweel revenge for Wang.
who led a mutiny in 1994
against the methods of her es-
tr coach. Ma Junren.

She broke away from the
"‘Ma family army” of long dis-
tance runners, calling Ma's
training methods brutal. un-
healthy and humiliating. His
programme consists, among
other things. of high-altitude
daily pre-dawn winter runs of
26 (16 miles).

Wang saild she saw Portu
gal's Fernanda Ribeiro, the
reigning world champion, and
1982 Of v

mpic gold medalist
Derartu Tulu of Ethiopia as her
strongest opponents in At-

lanta. Xinhua reported.

‘I'm prepared to give it ‘a
fight at the Atlanta Olympic
Games,” Wang said.

Her new coach, Mao
Dezhen, said: "Now she is in a
period of recovering. | ho
she can break her own world
record in the future.”

Wang's esiranged coach,
Ma, was dismayed at the mis-
erable performance of his run
ners at the Olympic trial which
concluded on Wednesda

Track officials said Ma's
runners performed poorly be-
cause they caught colds and
could not train for 10 days.
Xinhua reported

ROME, May 9:; As
someone who has
secured her stan-
ding as a tennis
immortal, it's a
shame Steffi Graf
distaste for the

had such
Eternal City.

Nine years after winning
the Italian Open in her lone
appearance, she has ended
here conspicuous boycott of
Rome's clay court event and is
glad to be back, report agen-
cles,

*“The Forum, the Colosseum,
St Peter's; There's so much
history here,” the¢ German said
Wednesday after battling past
France's Alexia Dechaume-
Balleret 6-3, 7-6 (B-6) in her
first match. "I love histlg}-y."

And history loves Graf.

The 26-year-old is currently
in her 331st career week as
No 1 -- typin Marina
Navratilova's record. When the
next WTA rankings are re-
leased Monday, Graf's count
will be 332, more than an
man or woman ever, She
ready owns the mark for con-
secutive weeks at the top: 186,
from 1987-1991.

A victory over Argentine
Paola Suarez Thursday would

[ put Graf in the Italian Open

quarterfinals.

Although she has not lost on
clay since the 1994 French
Open semifinals, this was
Graf's first match of the season
on the surface and her game,
especially on the forehand
side. was littered with un-
forced errors.

Despite racing into a 3-0
lead, the number one seed
dropped her service twice in
the first set and trailed 3-0 in
the second before, angrily
swishing her racket., shg
reeled off the next five games.

But serving for the match at
5-4, the German lost the game
on a double fault, giving
Dechaume-Ballaret the chance
to take the set into a tie break.

With her cFame still plagued
by unforced mistakes, Graf
needed two match points be-

fore a forehand volley finally
dispatched her stubborn op-
ponent. :

Second seed Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario, beaten final-
ist last year, started her cam-
palgn with a straight forward
6-2 6-3 win over France's
Alexandra Fusai, number 70 in
the world.

Sanchez, who moved back
to the world number two spot
by beating compatriot Conchita
Martinez in last Sunday's
Hamburg Open final, dropped
the first two games before tak-
ing six in a row and the set.
Refusing to be overawed by

i.ﬁ i thj‘ ) =
STEFF1 GRAF

an opponent ranked 68 places
above her in the world, Fusai
broke Sanchez again at the
start of the second but the
number two seed promptly
raised her game to take the
next five games and the match.

The Spaniard's third round
opponent will be the only qual-

ifier left in the tournament.
Argentine Betlina Fulco-
Villella.

In the all-Italian clash on
the Old Mussolini-built grand-
stand court, 3l-year-old
Sandra Cecchini prevailed 6-4,
6-4 over the in-form Gloria
Pizzichini, winner of the Bol

‘ousted number
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tournament
week.

The result set up a fascinat-
ing generation clash in the
next round by bringing to-
gether the tournament's oldest
competitor, Cecchini, and its

in Croatia last

oungest, 15-year-old Swiss
artina Hingis.
Number five seed

Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria
moved into the last 16 with a
comfortable 6-1, 6-3 win over
Spaniard Maria Sanchez
Lorenzo.

Maleeva will now meet
number nine seed Judith
Wiesner of Austria for a place
in the quarterfinals.

On the end of soeme un-
pleasant media comments in
1987 l:umparin% her appear-
ance unfavourably to A.rtgenline
Gabriela Sabatini, Graf aban-
doned her usual all-white at-
tire for an eye-catching navy
blue shirt and dress. _

The German blamed a be-
low-par performance on only
seven days clay-court practice.

"You need to be more pa-
tient on clay. Hopefully by to-
morrow ['ll be a little calmer
she said.

Number four seed lva Majoli
of Craotia, a quarter-finafist
last year, looked like rnaking
an early exit when she
dropped a first set tie-break to
spaniard Leon Garcia Gala.

But the 18-year-old Croat,
winner of two clay court tour-
naments this year, recovered
well to take the next two sets
6-4, 6-4 and the match.

In the third round, Majoli
plays Italian Flora Perfetti, who
13 seed
Lindsay Lee in three sets.

Reigning champion
Conchita Martinez stretched
her unbeaten run at the Fouro
[talico to an impressive 18
matches, tnncedingzjust one
game to French 1Z2th seed
Sandrine Tested on her way to
the quarterfinals.

Marlinez, yet to win a tour-
nament this year, is bidding
for an unprecedented fourth
consecutive [talian Open title,

ful of

=" 3 MADRID, May 9
: (Reuter): For
creativity and

leadership. Spain
turn to Atletico
Madrid midfield
general Jose Luis
Caminero.

€Camineros vision and ele-
ance make him the natural

eir to "Michel” Gonzalez, the

man who linked up so success-
fully with Emilio Butragueno at
both club and international
level,

Camineroc moved on to
Valladolid and then to Atletico
after finding his route to the
first team at Real Madrid
blocked by Michel.

Few ople in Spain had
heard of Caminero before he
stole the role of playmaker in
the 1994 World Cup which had

been ascribed to Athletic
Bilbao golden boy Julen
Guerrero.

But the season that followed
as miserable — Caminero was
dogged by injuries and his
team had to fight a last-ditch
defence against relegation

This year has seen Atletico

mente is at his
best under s-
|

Of
o .-

when it is public pressure f
pick certain players and drop
others

Clemente has stuck by geal-
keeper Andoni Zubizarreta and
forward Julio Salinag even after
they were accused by the
Spanish media of costing the
country a semifinal place in
the | World Cup.

There have been complaints
he has continued to pick
Zubizarreta and Salinas be-
cause they. like him. are from
the Basque country. He has
also antagonised crowds with
inopportune remarks or by
failing to choose local players

But the pressure now build

MADRID, May 9
(Reuter): No-no-
nsense Spanish
coach Javier Cle-

ing around Clemente may be
too much to bear even for a
man who seems (o enjoy

withstanding a barrage of criti-
cism.
A country crying out for
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transformed into the most dy
namic and aggressive team in
the country, and Caminero is
largely responsible.

Spanish coach Javier
Clemente will be aiming to re
create at international level
Caminero's partnership with

German grinds
Goran down

HAMBURG. Germany, May
9: Second seed Goran
Ivanisevic of Croatia suffered a
shocking 6-3 6-4 defeat to
unseeded German Carl-Uwe
Steeb in the Hamburg Open
secornd round on Weadne L
reports Reuter. |

Even before we started
playing 1 thought I would he
able to returm his service - and
Ivanisevic doesn’t like it when
you send too many of them
back." said Steeb.

Top seed Boris Becker
dropped a set to Spains
Emilio Alvarez but fought back
to win 6-2, 3-6,; 6-3

Becker faces (Gilbert
Schaller of Austria today.

CLEMENTE

someone (o fill the gap leit up-
front by Emilio "the wvulture
Butragueno has found in Real
Madrid teenager Raul Gonzalez
a man — or boy — worth shmut
ing about.

"Who would vecu like me to
drop”? Fernando Hierro, Julen
Guerrero. Kiko Narvaez?" de-
manded Clemente of journal-
ists who dared to ask about the

ool, composed Caminero

forward Kiko Narvaez. Spain's
star performer in the 1992
Olymipics

A tireless runner on and off
the ball. Caminero has popped
Lup to score at key momerits for
both Spain and Atletico.

But he also has a weakness.
Whilst by no means a violent
player. Caminero has a ten-
dency to lose patience and
sometimes his head when
things go wrong.

is suspect temperament
cost him a suspension in the
World Cup and a sending-off in
Atleticos’ wvital derby match
with Real last November, a
game he had onlv been allowed
Lo play after appealing against
another red card picked up
the previous week

Both Spain and Atletico
tend to play well when
Caminero does, and badly

when he doesn't.

S0 Spanish fans must be
h-::-[:nin§l that Caminero still has
something left in him after an
exhausting season in which he
has been virtually ever-present
in Atletico's bid for a league
and cup double.

lemente

possibility of Raul and
Barcelona midfielder Ivan de la
Pena moving up to the senior
side.

That was immediately be-
fore Spain's dismal showing in
Februarv's f[riendly against
Norway, and Clemente may
now be left with no choice but
to look for younger talent.

Clemente saw his own
promising playing career at
Athletic Bilbao cut short by in-
{'Llr}' in his early twenties and
1as spent most of his life on
the coaching bench

In spells at Atletico Madrid,
Espanyol and- Back at Bilbao,
Clemente has earn a reputation
as a straight forward, il not al-
ways very imaginative, profes-
sional

The relative success at the
1994 World Cup and comfort-
able qualification for Euro 96
have kept Clemente his job.

But no one in Spain would
be surprised to Sffli"lim get his
marching orders if Spain fail,
and there have even n ru-
mours putting him in Johan
Cruyfl's seat at Barcelona.
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