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AMIDUR Rahman was
born on 2Znd February,
1953. His father's name
was Akkas Ali and his mother's

MAY

10}, 1996

A Brave Soldier!

Sepoy Muhammad Hamidur Rahman

(Bir Shrestha)
by Shahed Latif
Dolia outpost from the ene
mies The 'C’ company. the 1st

East Bengal Regiment, was
given the charge of capturing

unharmed soldiers left the in-
jured soldiers behind and pro-
ceeded to capture this outpost.
But this was not an easy task,

name was Khaironessa. this outpost. and Hamidur for the enemy had planted

Hamidur Rahman's forefathers Rahman was one of the sol- mines on the road and man .

were from West Bengal during  diers. in the company. more soldiers were injured, :IEIS t;}nl]gch I:ﬁ;ﬁtﬁaisg:ﬁ Hie; Thttlghwas USVErvR sad
the war between India and The company decided that l\::t in spite of everything they argﬂut whiat the ohor Isnﬂﬂr]?:;:;.y thcarrlt]i?::?rg;grr:ﬂ ﬁ

Pakistan, they came to Kha-
lispur village under Jessore
district and settled there.

Hamidur Rahman studied in
Khalispur primary school but
had to discontinue his educa-
ten in an effort to help his fa-
ther and other family mem-
bers.

In the year 1971 he joined
the army. At that time the
whole country was all geared
up for Independence. and Se-
pnﬁ Mohammed Hamidur
Rahman driven by his patrio-
tism, joined the East Bengal
Regiment along with the other
soldiers and officers and went
to the war. Hamidur Rahman
had his first army training

they would attack in the early
hours of 28th of October, and
«accordingly, they made their
move on the 27th of October.
The company decided that
they would make their final as-
sault arcund 4:00 am. But due
to heavy fog, nothing within
20/25m could be seen. This
made the attack impossible. Lt
Quavum ordered Habildar
Makbool to climb up a tree and
keep an eye at the enemies.
However. the enemy started
firing at the company. the rea-

son lor this being that the en- ,

emies were also keeping a
close eye on the situation. The
company, taken aback by this
surprised attack. also fired
back and asked the artillery for

ept on fighting with the ini-
tiative to capture the outpost.
The soldiers had to keep on
fighting, even though they
came very close to the BUP
outpost but was really finding
it hard to carry on their attack.
The enemy soldiers built up a
trench at a very important
place the trench was hidden in
dense forest and the Muk-
tibahini's were not able to fire
their machine gun.
Hamid-ur-Rahman crawled
up to the enemy trench,
climbed in and had a hand-to-
hand fight with the enemies.
At one time the firing stopped
and the Muktibahini's captured
the BUP outpost from the Pak-

would look like. However, 1
was in for a surprise.
The Khan family was rather
well off financially. They owned
a prosperous store in Baitul
Mukarram. The complex was
rather large, at least five
rooms. There was a strong tin
roof to keep the rain out,
something that was a problem
the last time we went to gram.
They had large farms where
they grew their own rice and
jute to export out of the coun-
try. They even had a bathroom!
Eventhough this is nothing
now, it was considered a lux-
ury in the grams.

As we walked in,
smell the delicious odors of

I could

one to fight, that they had
arge festivities every night. I
spent most of my time playing
with the Eirls of the village,
The mothers were always
cooking food, There was never
a shortage. In fact, because |
was from the city. I was always
given the delicacies.

On Decembet 16, everybody
in the village turned on their
radios to see what was going
on during the conference. That
afternoon, the treaty between
East and West Pakistan had
been signed. Bangladesh was
now an intdependent nation.
That night, we had the largest
party ever. There was dancing,
and singing throughout the

MUGGERS DON’'T

from the East Bengal Regi- istani s. The jubilant Muk-
ment, and he was transferred bomb attacks to divert their at- tibahini's ran towards the e stlc;{vea . whole night.
to the East Bengal Centre in tention. trench to congratulate Hamid- AS We waked in. we were The next day. Amma EVEN MHAVE ANY

Chittagong after completing
his training. Hamid came to
meet his mother for the last
time on the 25th of March and
joined his station at the border
post of Sylhet.

This was a very important
border outpost near Sreemon-
gal under Sylhet district. This
was atratcﬁicaﬂy very impor-

The artillery followed its
orders and it seemed to work,
because the enemy unit in BUFP
were not prepared for this.
and they seemed to be con-
fused and retreated from the
artillery attack. The Muk-
tibahini's had a different strat-
egy in mind. As the enemies
were busy putting out the fire

ur-Rahman, since it was for
him that they captured the
BUF outpost. Hamid was killed
as a result of the hand to hand
brawl and the two enemies
were also injured. They buried
his deadbody there.

Due to space constraint in
our Teens and Twenties sec-
tion, the second last install-

greeted by several women who
told us to sit down and eat
some lunch. There was enough
food to go around. They even
invited the two soldiers in, but
they declined politely.

As we ate, the mother of
the family talked of her sons
and her husband, who had all
went to fight in the war. There
were no males in the family

wanted to go home. However,
Abba wasn't sure that it was
safe yet. He wanted to make
sure before we left for Dhaka.
After a few more days, we pre-
pared for our return journey to
Dhalka.

The dead bodies that were
in the river before were still
there.. However, they did. not
bother us as much. Nothing

tant to both the Muktibahini's the order came for the final ment of Bir Shrestha is being b 1 ™ q
and the Pakistani's. The Muk- assault. At.first a few Muk- accommodated in the Rising | 2POVe the age of twelve. The could destroy our h::]? iness.
Star section. found it rather odd that Tare As we approach haka, |

tibahini's decided to capture

tibahini's were injured. The

and Kamal Bhai were still at looked up in the sky to see a

- home, but they never really large flag, swaying with the

I m - said anything’ wind, displaying its colors for

The few days we spent at. all the world to see.
u r s In ers the Khan's were some of the
most memorable days of my The End
| @i )
to other warmer, tropical (8) Tulﬂ_z m

UST as we have our own

places. Finding it difficult to
cope with the different cli-
matic conditions. and away
from their natural habitat, a
large number of songbirds thus
die out.

Another threat to the exis-
tence of the feathered song-
sters are the poachers who sell

our office by

EAR Quiz Crackers! We have decided to stick with our
original format of Quiz Club, which means there will

be 10 quizes printed fortnightly. Your answers should
a week's time.
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Aranyak Natyadal

them in Singapore, Bangkok, not you give a go and win away the Club prize. - g
Pakistan and other places. Ex- What does LTT:frE t fo — A dlStlDCt theatl'e gI‘Ollp
rts claigy that, prior to their Which warlord was evacuated recently? .
ong flights during the migra. Who is the Prime Minister of Bulgaria? — Pallab Majumder Chanchal
- - The writer of the book. Th
tion peried, the birde consume '_“ - ‘G-_‘lhnh"mh" RANYAK Natyadal is an Hy and commitment toward remains resolute and uncom-

a large amount of food in order
to stove their bodies. In doing
80, they become rather fat and
their reflexes become some-

What is the function of a

BORNPR ppNE

The technical term Geotropism mean: - -
Haber Process is used to make

established and popular
theatre group in Bangl-
adesh. After liberation. cultural
development has certainly

the society can uproot a gov-
ernment and shatler the
world. By breaking all the con-
ventions and age old-policies,

promising in spite'of torture
and hard interrogation.

In the play, *she tries to
maintain commumnication with

what slack. ?u Lhe_v become w::::emﬂffm?h come a long way mfthr coun- the revolutionaries want to the help of a camp attendant
eany targets for the Doschers., |1 S e s e Syone v Seoga 1 — o try. Aranvak was formed by ive the world they love. a new who is sympathetic to their
who sell them mostly in Sin- Who i_'?ﬂ“ Ameer of the local political party, Jamaat-o- several talented artists. Noted ook cause. But that person is
gapore where there's a great lslami TV and theatre personaljties The main role of these caught red handed by the offi-
demand for songbirds. Then \ - Mamunur Rashid, Shanta revolutionaries in every phase rials and then shot dead. The
there are also natural predi- " Islam. Azizul Hakim and Pavel of the development of each female comrade Ruma is found

caments presented by squi-
rrels. snakes and other wild
animals that intrude upon the

are to name just a few.
Through its various pro-
ductions, Aranyak highlights

soclety is to make a bridge be
tween the conflicts or gaps. By
risking or sacrificing their

anxious for a time being as the
officials give her a condition; if
she doesn't sign a bond of be-

nests and the birds., them. the persisting problems and lives, they keep the cycle of trayal with the other com-
selves evils of the society. Humanity the civilization mobile. Such an rades, her daughter will be
Environmental pollution Banderban and the purpose of living are experience is narrated here. In  killed. But despite all the

imposes another serious threat
to the survival of the songbirds
because through environmen
tal pollution. the natural habi
tat and the necessary condi
tions for their existence is
destroyed. In the last few
{rarl. over several thousand
dirds have died In thirteen
states of the US due to Sele
nium pollution. A survey tells
us that during the beginning of
the nineteenth century ly
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The Family Song

by Inshirah Kishwar Sakhawat
This poem is dedicated to Mrs Kishwar Sakhawat.

it's two main themes The
group of performers attempt
to express their philosophies
through clear and uninhibited
narration, rather than slogans
and hard diaiupﬁzc. In the last
few years. it has developed
shows about the life of the
struggling masses. Aranyak be-
lieves that art, culture and the
human struggle for a better life
go hand in hand They are an
inseparable entity, destined to

the prelude of the drama. a
narrator starts with a speech
at the audience and goes on to
explain what they are about to
see. The viewers will feel the
pressure of the characters
shown in the drama. They have
a different conception about
the world and society as well
as human beings. Their patri-
otic feelings are very keen and
uncompromising.

The Ela}' depicts the inci-

threats. Runa remains unyield-
ing and does not betray nei-
ther her comrades nor her
glorious cause.

Ashim is another dedicated
comrade. who had to endure
severe torture. The third com-
rade is Badal. who is also
Runa's husband. His desire to
lead a normal, stable life with
his wife and daughter had led
him into a trap and made him
give up his underground ter-

million birds used to migrate the same goa] It is a group dents that takes place in a rorist life

to ”;“‘ '-'-7':;””11 Valle ”d- OTHER theatre association with not  concentration camp, where |

number has now slumpe only a special craving for art, revolutionaries are interro In the end. the dfficials kill
down to 2.5 milllon Apart Just ike a beautinu rose but murf-pTur human tgreinga ir gated by the law enforcing offi- all three of the comrades. The
from that radiation from pollu Complexion and all respective of. cast, creed, reli cials, last scene is not shown di-
lion. other factors have af S$tanding in the doorway glon and colour The distinct political be rectly but with a artistic figu-
fected the birds genetically, ‘inshra’ her sweet voice calls The latest show of Aranyak  lief's and it's contradiction rative expression. hanging a

Natyadal is a stage drama

with tradition lies behind the

doll in the noose. The hanging

rare. A lew years back, bird and therefore every year nu ome oOm

singers, endowed with watchers, naturalists and sci merous delormed chicks are L C Ol o;’::’ w;;hﬂlm written by Mannan Hera and dialogues. The contradiction of the doll portrays the de-
sweel melodious voices entists specializing on birds being hatched. The Cowbirds' «Just looking beoutiful ® directed by Azad Abul Kalam between the oppressing char- struction of the rebellion by
ature has it's own songsters gathesed in an international are anothe: major obstacle In My heart jJumps with glee. (Pavel] The drama named acter of the state machine and the brutal forces of the state.
us well. They are the birds aro seminar organized by, "Amer) saving the leathered songsters | smell the sweet of honey Agun Mukha is about the bit the public interest becomes The director with his brilliant
und us. We are usually deligh can Fish and Wildlife Service" from extinction as they tend to As | breathe her in ter experience in a concentra clear from their conversation direction of lighting, staging
ted to hear their sweetchis Their objective was to de lay eggs on other hlr:;{. nesls s titon camp. It focuses on the The rebels are interrogated by and acting aptly presented the
. and one cannot possibly termine the reason behind the destroying the original oned And see her glow acute conflict between the two turns. We find all of them blind revolutionary spirit of the
elp admiring the voice our sharp decrease in the number Facing all these adversities wm golden skin classes of our society. The Saf folded and hand cuffed. After comrades and the conflict be-
Creator has empowered them of songbirds in the World thun 25 years, 40 cent of | kiss her cheek and hug her tight fron dressed law enforcing some time ol relentless inter- !Wit‘t'" lthfi I;-‘-Tﬂlf and their

with. They claim that world-wide the songsters, 46 r cent of - | people represent the interest rogation, the sound of torture _. political belie
Amongst them Shama, there are 200 species of song the Golden Winged Warblers And proudly say: ‘Mofther, i's my life you light’ of the upper class of the soci- could be heard from behind Aranyak Natyadal deserves
Grosbeaks. Catbirds, Sparrows birds that have been viewed 33 per cent of the Wood Pews ety On the other hand, the the stage. Among the three special praise for such a re-
Thrushes, the Mata Puteh. the and ideniified so far. They and 29 per cent of the Orchid This poem is dedicated to Mr Kazi Yusuf Sakhawat other class. the revolutionar- revolutionaries. one is a beauti markable performance We

Tanagor, the Cuckoe 10 name
just a few. These stveet sound
ing irds. often hailed as
the weorld's most dulcet
melody markers: —with theig
whimsical utation and in-
cremental repetition of thri-
lling and whistling notes. evo-
kes in us our innermost emo-
tions. But unfortunately, these
songbirds are becoming very

slate that there 1s no particular
reason behind the sudden
slump in the number of birds
According to their reports, a
major portion of such birds are
affected adversely when they
migrate from the Mississippi
Jungles. Mexico. South Africa
The Caribbean [slands New
England in the South. and the
Rainforests of Central America

Oreols have been i‘;ﬂ‘}rd ourt

But a fatnt ray of h peers
through the cloud as the peo-
ple are now gradually growing
aware of the importance of
such birds and are taking ini-
tiatives and contributing a lot
in the worldwide effort to save
them from extinction.

Transiated from Ananda Mela
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As | see him climb up the siairs

Shrong and powerful yet eyes filled with care.
He drinks some water as | walk through the door,
Every day | love him more than before.

And as | hug him | say:

'Hi Dad, how was your day?’

We share a moment of conversation
And then he washes up o rest
And as | close the curiains and leave the room | say:

‘Dad, you're the besil’
in fime | got 1o see

ifs you who makes my life so special fo me.
o
Fishy Wishy
by Ashiq Jahan Khondker
URGLE goggle giggle goop.
| like to swim. | swim a loop!

| always have te be in school,
That's why my life is not that

cool! *

| really hate to be a nerd,

| wish that | could be a bird!

I | could jump out of the sea,
I'l]l tell you what I'd wish to be!

I'd be a gray rhinoceros,
Be he

To kill t

hermen because.

*y like to eat our scaly skin,
fry our bony guts within!

A very' sharp and stink

knife,

les’ conviction. love for human-

ful woman named Runa, who

wish them every success

e il

Cut the scales right off my wife! o | -
| hate to be a bony fish : ,
S0 that's the story of my

wish'

B

. Yowr Favourite Bat Personality — Batman and Robin.




