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Metropolitan

By Staff Corre:spondent
Ambassador Mi-hael Drury.

Head of the European Com-
mission held a Vin dHonneur
to celebrate Eur Day at the
Sheraton Hote esterday
afternoon. Heads of different
missions. officials. of the For
eign Ministry. and distin
guished guests were present
on the occasion.

Thai envoy hosts
reception

By Staff Correspondent
The Ambassador of Thailand

in h. Sunthorn Vid-
hy%ﬂ a reception
on the occasion o the Golden

Jubilee of King Bhumibo!
Aduly 's accession to the
throne of Thailand at the Hotel
Sonar in the city yester-
day. Traditional Thai dances
and were formed by
Thai E:'ﬁllg:tes at ]:lc'lrrt function
which was attended by diplo-
mats. hi government offi
cials and elite of the city

SAARC countries’

envoys meet Khaleda
The ambassadors and high
commissioners of SAAR(
member countries yesterdav
called on BNP chairperson and
former prime mmister Hegum
Khaleda Zia at her residence
Begum Zia exchanged with
them pleasantries and dis
cussed some of the SAARC re
lated matters reports BSS
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Armed Forces will be
deployed during polls

ROAD NO -10(NE
1800sht 3 BED

e e ——

Armed Forces will be de-
ployed in aid of the civil ad-
ministration to maintain law
and order in next month's par-
liamentary election, reports
\JNB.

This was decided at a -

and order situation, held yes-
terday at the International
Conference Centre here with
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman in the chair.

The Chief Adviser told the
meeting that the Armed
Forces would stand by the side
of their civilian brethren, as
they do to protect the inde-

ndence of the motherland,
or holding the election in a
peaceful atmosphere.

"The very presence of the
Armed Forces will create
healthy and relieve atmo-

level meeting to review the law

BAISAKH 27,
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sphere.” he said and asked the
civil and military officials to
work out their strategies fort
he next election through mu-
tual discussions.

The meeting discussed the
law and order aspects of the
coming election and the pat-
tern of deployment of the
Armed Forces and law enforc-
ing agencies as well as other
necessary measures for hold-
ing a free and fair election.

Progress in recovery of ille-

al arms and arrest of arms

olders also came up for dis-
cussion. The Chief Adviser
asked the authorities con-
cerned to intensify their drive
to make the country arms-free
ahead ol the election.

He said the Home Ministry
would take adequate measures
in light of the needs of the
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Election Commission so thalt
the law and order situation
remain under full contrel on
the the election day and the
elections are held in a free,
fair and neutral manner.

Refcrring to a "visible im-
provement” in the law and
order situation in 40 days of
the caretaker government,
Rahman thanked all concerned
for their cooperation in achiev-
ing this ardous task.

"We will continue our allout
efforts to hold the election
maintainin the law and
order.,” the jef Adviser said.

Rahman said law enforcing
agencies should take steps as
per guidelines to keep the law
and order situation under full
control for accomplishing the
task bestowed on the care-

See Page 12 Col 8
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a at the BNP

(retd) Abdus Salam joined the Awami League at the residence of party chief Sheikh Hasina

The three major
Awami League. BNP and Jatiya
Party — will announce their
lists of party nominees for the
June 12 parliamentary elec-
tions today, sources in the

es said.

The Awami League, which
finalized the list of its candi-
dates for all 300 parliament
seats last night, is schedul
to announce the names of the
party nominees at 10 this
morning from ils central office
at Bangabandhu Avenue, said
AL Joint Secretary Abdul Jalil.

The 11-member Awami
League Parliamentary Board
(ALPB) headed by party chief

parties —

BNP, AL, JP lists
of nominees today

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina finalised the list
of party candidates at 9:15 last
night. The ALPB sat for the
fourth consecutive day yester-
day at 4 pm to finalize the
Fm{]‘s selection of candidates
or the June 12 elections.

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party would announce the
names of party nominees at 7

m today from its election of-
ce at Kakrail. BNP Secretary
General Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder told newsmen last
night.
The BNP was scheduled to
announce the party's nomina-
tions yesterday but could not

See Page 12 Col 7

JP manifesto says

The Jatiyva Party. if elected.
would amend the Constitution
in the next parliarment to
cancel the February 15 polls
and to repeal the |3th
amendment.

The e was made in the
Flrty'u 32-page clection mani
esto announced yesterday at a
press conference at its Banani
office.

The JP would also set up an
ingqui commitiee to probe
alleged irregularities during
the rule of the immediate past
BNFP government

The JP nsunlesto sakl. The

farcical February 15 polls were

e
.

Feb 15 polls will be

cancelled,
By Staff Correspondent

1f elected

rejected by the eople.
Therefore the 6th Parliament

was |lllegal and the 13th
amendment to the constitution
is also illegal.

The JP would thus cancel
the February 15 polis, rc.;])eal
the 13th amendment an 0
for fresh arrangements for
holding of polls under care-
taker government,

The 13th amendment to
the Constitution allowing for
holding general elections un
der a caretaker government,
was passed by the sixth
Farllament

Ser Page 12 Col 7

wealth
team is due to arrive in Dhaka

tonight.
T%: team led by Prof. Reg

Austin, director o

Acting chairman of the Jatiya Party Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury flanked 'oy senior }F

'BAF jet crashes

in Gazipur:
Pilot killed

By Staff Correspondent

A Flight Lieutenant of the
Bangladesh Air Force was

killed when a BAF jet aircraft
crashed near Kaliganj under
Gazipur district late
Wednesday.

The deceased pilot. Syed
Masud Hossain, was on a rou-
tine ' training mission at the
time of flying. said ISPR. His
namaz-e-janaza was held at the
Dhaka Cantonment yesterday.

The BAF aircraft was miss-
ing after it took off at around
9:51 pm and was supposed (o
land at 10:30 pm
The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police., on hearing the informa-
tion. instructed the adjoining
Gazipur and Narayanganj dis-
trict police 1o carry a search
and rescue operation. official
sources said.

Later. the Gazipur lice
alongwith Air Force nl‘ﬂgiala
recovered the body of the de-
ceased early yesterday morn
ing. police sources said.

eanwhile, relatives of the

See Page 12 Col 7

C'wealth pre-polls

observation team
due today

By Staff Correspondent

A three-member Common-
pre-polls observation

Constitu-
tional Affairs Division Com-
monwealth secretariat will in-
clude Mrs. Missouri, Sherman-

Peter assistant, Political Affairs

Division and Christopher
Child, chief programme ollicer
of the Commonwealth Secre-

See 'age |12 Col 3
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Rao: Forecast
comes true

NE'W DELHI. May 9: Indian
Prime Minisier P V Narasimha
Rao vrill resign tomorrow afier
meeting his cabinet in the
wake: of massive electoral
lossi2s for his Congress (I)
party, state-run television ‘aaid,
reports AFP,

The 74-vear old Rao de-
cicfed to quit after President
S'nankar Dayal Sharma isked
him to resign in line wita high
clemocratic traditions," the
lelevision and domestic news
agencies reported

Rao called a meeting of his
cabinet tomorrow and will re-
sign thereafter. the television
said.

The premier. who is also
president ol the ruling

Rao quits today

Congress (I) party, called on
Sharma at the Presidential
Palace and apprised him of the
results of the staggered gen-
eral elections.

Rao drove to the meetin
after talks with his party an
cabinet colleagues on the elec-
tions set to produce India's
third successive hung parlia-
ment since 1989,

Vote-counting trends show
the Congress set to win about
140 seats in the 545-member
Lok Sabha, lower house of par-
liament, behind the Hindu-na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

Meanwhile, BJP. sensing
major electoral gains, said to-

See Page 12 Col 4

Polls symbols
on May 14

Bﬁ Stall Corresponden (
The Election Commission
(EC)-seceived 111 appli-:ations

Al Bean. oo
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leaders, announcing the party manifesto for the coming parliament electior.s at the party's
Banam office in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

watch
| Mmost prospective ones among
sheir :
back them unitedly against
| BNP candidates in certain ar
eas, the sources added.

3-party alliance in certain
areas against BNP likely

the Awami

Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami are se
candidates in all the 300 con-
slituencies in the coming par-
Hamenta
mightnﬁa last -minute elec-
toral ance

to beat their common o
nent—the BNP.
SOUrces In
hinted

parately fielding

elections, they

in certain areas

ppo
well placed
these parties

The three parties would

the campaign of the
nominees and mighi
The Awami

League (AL)

Jatiya Party (JP) and Jamaat ¢

mowve
with some smaller parties and

By Mizan Ali

Islami unitedly agitated for
caretaker

hokhngﬂgual elections.

government for

The . AL. JP and Jamaat

have already announced th
would field candidates for all
the 300 parliamentary

seals
p Meanwhile. JP has taken a
for electoral alllance

Dufing the general elec-

tions in 1991, when the coun
try first witnessed polls under
a non-
had fie
the 300 seals
same this time also according
to party sources

government, BNP
d candidates for all
It would do the

The AL had then fielded

candidates in 264 constituen

cies
symbol ‘boat’ with the compo-
nernt parties of the eight-party
allian«ce in 36 constituencies.

stituencies while
fielded
seals. The parties, however.
did not
toral alliance in t

sind shared its election

The then Baksal had fought

in 13 constituencies with AL
election
Commmunist

Fngladesh in eight and other

boat,
of

symbol
Party

- rities in 15 constituencies.

according to the Centre for
Anal
krcal think-tank

ysis and Choice (CAC), a

JP contested in 272 con

Jamaat
candidates for 221

go for any formal elec
t elections.
BNP won 140 seats while

See Page 14 Co) 6

from different parties and al

tive election symbols till ves
terday, EC sourres said

Thé EC would allacate the
symbols to the partic:s and al-
liances on May 14, 4t the NEC

conference hall starting at
2.30 pm. }
There are a total of 140

symbeols. sources gt the EC said
adding that after the symbols
are allocated to the parties and
allances. the independent
candidates would be allocated

the remaining election sym-
bols

EC bans vehicles,
torchi processions

The Election Commission
has banned vote campaign
throu/gh vehicle and torch pro
cessiopns for any candidates in
the ';nﬂlmnrmnf[ arliamentary
poll A, reports [ Ngd

An EC press release yester
dizy clarified that “vehicle
connotes all modes of vehicu
lar transport. be it mechanised
or non-mechanised.

The press release cited sub

clause 15 under the clause
‘Election Campaign” of the
electoral code of conduct

which barred all types of vehi

| Cle processions. Including bus

and truck processions, and
torch procession in election
cering.

Sonargaon Hotel
GM transferred,

4 officials resign
By Staff Correspondent

The General Manager of
Sonargaon Pan Pacific Hotel
Yoji Hamano, was transferred
to Singapore while four other
top cials of the hotel re
signed on Wednesday in con-
nection with the January 30
violent incidents in the hotel
according to official sources

Those who resigned in
cluded Assistant General Man
ager Shahid Hamid, Finance

Controller Ahsan, Direc-
tor (Food and age) Ekrz
mul Haq and Room Service Di-

vision Manager Ali Eskander
Ahmed.

According (o the sources,
the hotel officials were asked
to resign by a visiting four
member delegation of the

See Page 12 Col 8

Man allegedly
beaten up at
ZIA, dies

§ A young man was allegedly
Assaulted after an altercation
with a female staff at the Zia
international Airport yesterday
morning, reports UNB.

Hos sources said Siraj
Mian, 35, was beaten up by the
airport staff when he had tus-
sle with the woman on return
home from London by a KLM
flight at 5:45 am.

He was rushed 10 Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with
fatal injuries, where he ex

See Page 12 Col 8
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Polls responsibilities

EC in a fix over fresh
promulgation of ordn

Star Bepeort

The El&Ction Commission

(EC) is in a fix over fresh pro-
mulgation of an ordinance
which weculd give the local
governmen! representatives

various responsibilities during
the coming parliamentary
polls, EC sources said -

The Union Parishad and
Pourasabha Special Responsi-
bilities Ordinance. il promul
gated again. would also make
the representatives account-

able to the government and
the government could dissolve
the parishads and pourashab-
has in case of their failure to
perform the duties, they said.

The Ministry of Local Gov-

i S A —

ernment and Rural Develop-
‘ment (LGRD) is not in favour
of the EC move to seek fresh
promulgation of the ordinance
on the grounds that the next
ranion parishad elections in the
izountry would be held in Jan-
uary 1997, the sources noted.
This would make the existing
parishads automatically dis-
solved. Therefore. not only the
IEIIqu] threat of dissolution of
the
weak' but also the time
needed to take action regard-
ing any irregularity may be
more than the time left in
hand, an EC source quoted

See Page 12 Col 8
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parishads would stand.

— Star photo .
Hasnat joins BNP
Khaleda calls

for unity of

nationalist forces

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia said yesterday that the na-
tionalist forces, especially her
party. would have to win the
mmmﬁ general election for
the sake of protecting democ-
racy. indelpendencl: and
sovereignty of the country.

Addressing partymen at
BNFP's Kakrail election office in
the city yesterday cv:nlnibun
the occasion of Barrister Abul
Hasnat's joining her J:varty,
Khaleda Zia said the leaders of
other parties were gathering
under the flag of BNP followi
her call for unity of
nationalist forces.

"Joining of such leaders will
streniggthen the BNP, help re-
solve the problems of the
people and bring about smiles
on their faces”, she told the
cheering crowd.

The BNP chief also reiter-
ated her call to all the
nationalist forces to rally round
the BNP.

Welcoming Hasnat back to
her party. aleda Zia salid,

Sec Page 12 Col 6

Gen Salam, 4
others join AL

By Staff Correspondent

A number of retired army
personnel. lormer government
officers including a secretary
and political leaders joined the
Awami League yesierday. They
said imbued they joined the
party being with the ideals of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and inspired by the
leadership of Sheikh Hasina.

They are — Major General
(retd). Abdus alam, Lt.

See Page 12 Col 8
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