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Clearing the Fog at DU

Dhaka University's teachers are deeply divided
on political lines. Political rivalries between
- groups of teachers over contentious issues, how-
ever, have not stopped or unduly hampered the
normal functioning -of this highest seat of learn-
ing. But there is no denyipg the fact that at times
such developments have tarnished to a certain
degree the image of the university. This time a
row over the alleged corruption, irregularities
and abuse of office by the sitting vice chancellor
(VC) seems to have given a serious jolt to the uni-
versity's prestige. A section of the senate mem-
bers has demanded the formation of a probe
committee to investigate into the allegations of
corruption st the VC. The VC on his part has
agreed to allow a probe body to look into the al-
leged irregularities in the appointment of his

daughter and son-in-law as university teachers.
The VC's concern for coming out clean on the
appointment of his daughter and son-in-law must
be appreciated. But his seeming diffidence to stay
clear of the fuller thrust of allegations against him
somewhat dilutes the spirit. He may be legally
and technically right not to proceed with an in-
vestigation against him but involved here is some-
more fundamental. This concerns the moral
authority of the VC and the image and integrity of
the office of the VC. Since a section of the uni-
versity teachers represented by the complaining
senate members has raised the issue of wrong-
doing against him being dissatisfied, with it, the
VC should. for the sake of clarity and fairness,
facilitate the process of getting to the truth of the
matter.
| That the VC has already expressed his wiling-
ness to seek the attorney general's opinion on
whetler the senate can form a probe body is nev-
ertheless very encouraging. What he can do is to
expedite the process of seeking the learned
opinion. No matter if the opinion supports the
VC's view, still we think the issue has to be made
clear.' The university is not known fer its open-
ness, rather its opaque administration goes
against the high profile it enjoys. In the interest
of the prestigious institution, VC's personal im-
age and the respect and integrity of his office, the
issue of corruption should go through the process
of transparency. Those levelling the charges
against the VC must also shun partisan politics
and look for establishing the truth and a trans-
parent administration in the university.

Black Money

' The Gano Forum has drawn the caretaker gov-
emment's attention to the need for exercising an
effective control over the use of black money
‘during the election. Its concern should be shared
by all who want a free and fair election. Election
period has long provided an opportunity for laun-
dering black money. Political parties in need of
campaign fund may welcome such money while
its providers get the opportunity to make the
money white.

The election commission has made it clear
that it is determined to remove the influence of
money-power on the electioneering process. In-
filtration of black money is therefore doubly un-
welcome. Given the major parties' preference for
wealthy candidates in finalising nomination, there
is reason to be worried about the money game.
‘Gano Forum President Dr Kamal Hossain suggests
‘that the Income Tax Ordinance, 1984 be invoked
to require all political parties to submit their in-
come tax returns and a statement of assets, dis-
closing sources of their acquisition.

" This is a very useful suggestion. The submission
of expenditure returns immediately after the
election and the "preceding disclosure of sources
of funding should help check the intrusion of
black money into the election campaign. Here we
can learn from the Indian election commission's
remarkable success in putting a cap on election
expenditure. The political parties would do well if
they devoted themselves to educating and win-

| ning over the voters instead of buying votes.

To Literature and Culture

Tagore is not to be sought for company in
times of leisure and idling but to be taken refuge
of when one is down, cast adrift from all light and
hope. Nations do have such times and the Ben-
galees are fortunate in that they have in Tagore
not only a well-spring of inspiration but a fund of
wisdom and knowledge that they are at pfesent
in so much need for.

Shall we consult Tagore for, say, a way out of
our educational problems? The best and the most
modern tenets — reaching out to future centuries
— of how best to initiate the new generation into
the lores and achievements of all past generations
and, at the same time, into the growth process of
the intellect and emotion — are to be found in
Tagore. It's all there just for the asking. When
shall we do so much as ask for these?

For an insight into the working of a society and
interpersonal relatignship — sympathy to wit —

Tagore is unbeatable. Take up galpoguchchha or
| Ghorey-Bairey or see the theatre groups' perform
Rakto-Karobi, you will be far far better equipped
cm:nntend with yuur realities, collective and in-

dual. Look at his paintings a whole new world
will be revealed before your eyes. Listen to his
songs and you will be rejuvenated.

This above and much much more of the Tagore
potential is going by default and recéding far into
irretrievability by the fact of our being loaded by
exigencies and having no use for the essentials.
The modicum of Tagore that lives around us, gets
[its purchase of time by being entertaining and a
ftravcst)r of the real life-g:lvlng Rabindranath. With -
-an inevitable spread of education and return to
¢ulture this will certainly change.

. Yesterday was Ponchishey Baishakh as the poet
‘himself christened the day of his birth. To litera-
ture and culture we urge our nation on the occa-
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The Ganges Water-sharing : Facts and Fiction

by Professor M Mnmrum Miah

In the early 70's, after independence, we were decoyed, iflmaﬂundhoqq h:--nddypmd We could
disentangle ourselves from there only in 1977 when an agreement of water-sharing, clearly defined in terms
of quantity for each 10-day period during the dry season, was reached.

NDIA-Bangladesh relation
ship has come up ‘promi-

m'ntlr in the eleclion
debile in India. Our politiclans
Lioive ot ]ﬂﬂf‘d behind. In 1o
during the elections in this
country, they have, in Lhe

past. played the Indian-card 1o
suit their propaganda inter-
esls. Whether one likes it or
not, ltulhhu o comne gi'vclp the
cographical location of the
fwo :R&htnun. To add to that
such facts as India's territorial
massiveness, its huge popula-
tion. its hair-raisin Ll:ui“.I

build-up. and .its H:l:nuﬂl:
technological and industrial

break- among others,
are theére. lhe-e are

awe-| to a small neigh-
bour, against heavy
odds even lo solve its bread
and butter issue To make

matters worse, Indian attitude
lowards us. in so far as it con
cerns solving our bilateral
roblems, has been anything
wat helpful. te say the leasi
The issue, particularly that of
waler-sharing. has eluded all
solutions since the Pakistan
period. The importance of wa-
ter in a predominantly agri
cultural country like ours can-
not be overemphasized
Bangladesh being riverine
water transport also plays a
very vital role in our economy
Rivers therefore are the life
line. so to say, of the country
No wonder lhrrrfnrr that the
issue of water-sharing with In
dia does figure in a big way in
electioneering Credits are
claimed by some, while failures
in solving the problem are at
tributed to the adversaries [t

—_——— = =

would be pertinent therelore
to discuss the facts in this re-
gard so as to dis ]pcl any confu-
sion in the mind. Here,
we wil con nc ourselves only
to the oldest unsolved prob-
lem, between Bangladesh and
India, that is, the Ganges wa-
ter-sharing.

The origin of this dates

back to as rarly as 1951 when

it came to the knowledge of

the Pakistan Government that
India was contemplating to
build a barrage across the
Ganges at Farakka 17 miles
Dratream of the point of entry
he river within Bangladesh .
The object was to impound wa-
ter, divert it through an artifi-
cially excavated canal. known
as the feeder canal. and dis-
charge it into the Bhagirathi in
West Bengal with the ostensi-
ble pnuin;:m:]m?E of flushing the
port of Calciftta. The govern-
ment of the then Pakistan sent

a note to the Indian govern-
ment about it Then followed a
series ol correspondence be-
tweenn the (wo governments

for about a decade Indla side
tracked the issue never adimit-
ting the fact that a barrage was
actually being conceived to be
built at Farakka [t was only in
1961 that an Indian delegation
revealed to its Pakistani coun-
lerpart some information about

the barrage.
During the next one decade
Pakistan tried to discuss the
matter at a high political level
with a view to finding a ui
ble solution to the pr
Indian chauvinism su
dodged the issue by dipl

matic juggle At indepe
El ﬂLh thus inhcr-

dence,
ited this rnhlcm which India
earlier refused even to discuss

at the political level.

Iin the euphoria of Indo-
Bangladesh friendship after
our

mally ex a guick resolu-
tion of the long-standing con-
flict so that it might not en-

venom our relationship. But
our big neighbour was evi-
dently not in a hurry as its

upper-riparian status gave it a

commanding position. Later
events only show that we have
been a victim of Indian chi-

canery. During the first few

ars after independence a

e number of meetings were

hr d between “India and
: desh at various levals in-
cla
isters of the two countries
Two such meetings will be
Ecrtlnfnt for our discussion
ere

The first was a meeting in
Delhi between the two prime
ministers of India and

iberation. one would nor-

ng that of the prime min-

Bangladesh after the Simla

conferenice. The i commu-

nique released this men-

lioned eements on sevecgal

counts relating to the Ganges-
waler issue.

One. that the guantity of

water available at Farakka was
not adequate to meet the re-
quirements of both

and India. And th e it

would be necessary, the prime

ministers agreed, to augment

the G s water. Two, there

would

countries before the Farakka
barrage was commissioned.
This was in May. 1974, The
first of the two points above

has since raised a debate as to

the modality of a tion

which ¢ yet to come to an end.
And secord has been tor-
pedoed by Indian diplomatic

rusés later, to say most in-
nocuously

A year later there was an-

other agreement at the level of
tion in terms
of which Bangladesh allowed
India to withdraw and divert a

ministers of |

quantum of between 11 and

I6 thousand cusecs of water
for the pretended purpose of
the Farakka Thus

test-running
for the first time Bangladesh
yielded to Indian pressure to

allow them to divert waters

a water-sharing
agreement between the two

from the pormal flow of the
Ganges through our country
and secondly acquiesced to
co the Farakka in
the name of test-ru in
contravention of a pr s
agreemment a year ago. Once
these concessions were made.
India merrily continued to
withdraw water to the fullest
capacity of the feeder canal
even er 3ilst May, 1975
when the
invalid turned a deaf ear
iy:?hnngc the situation till

The new government that

came to power in Bangladesh
in August. 1975 was faced with
4 pop-ular upsurge of anti-In-
dian
Ganges water diversion by In-
dla.ld They knew that they
cou not ex t money
for jam. ptelfcrﬂt set on
A ]::nrnzlr]:\vII a offensive both
internally and externall
brief was prepared and ci¥ona
were made to bring home the
justification of our case to the
friendly and internationally in-
fluential countries.

also tried to settle the con-
tentious issue of water-sh
bilaterally. failed to do
s0 it was raised at the UN
where a consensus resolution
urged both the countries to

solve the problem through ne-

t was to be

conseguent upon

gotiations. Several meeti

were held to that end

tn 1977 an und:rﬁ
ween the head of an In-

dian delegation Mr J

Ram. minister of defence of

the installed Janata gov-

ernment in New Delhi and

General Ziaur Rahman. at that

time Chief Martial Law Admin-

To sum
between 1951 a.nd 1961 dur-
ing which the Indians did not
even admit the existence of
their Farakka-plan. The next

dl:.tadt was a decade of fruit-
nmam In the wly
?ﬂ‘s ml?xndcnct:

:’:!ﬂym tnamuddygrmmd_

from there only in 19"?? -'hu:l

an agreement of water-
clearly defined in terms of

quantity for each 10-day pe-

riod duri the dry season,
Was reaches L
These are the facts about
Farakka water-sharing Since
thm was no agreement as to
T.ht G water be-
ﬁ:n: 1 by some
qUIItE!‘! that thcy snatched
away from India an amount
more than 34.500 cusecs is

: 5 Sekiass

iﬂﬁ: writer is a former Vice-
Chancellor., Univlrsity of
Dhaka and a former ambas-

sador to Senegal

ONFIRMING widespre
' ad speculation, cricket

ing-hero turned social
worker and ‘phﬁanlhrnpmt
Imran Khan finally took the
Blung: into  politics in
akistan. Addressing a crowd-
ed Press Conference in the
historic citv ol Lahore a few
days after the bomb blast that
destroyed the OPD ol Shaukat

Khanum Memorial Hospital
(SKMT)., he launche a
olitical movement Tehrik-i-

nsal (Movement for Justice),
ostensibly to change the much-
distfigured face of Pakistan
politics. Most nations face a
moral crisis of sorts in varying
degree, blatant nepotism and
corruption has made our par-
ticular descent rather precipi-
tous to a level once associated
with the so-called "Banana re-
publics” of Latin and South
America.

With the track record of our
political parties rather bleak
and without moral authonty as
a check. excess has reached
new heights With thre Oppost-
tion repeatedly failing to
mount a credible challenge to
stem the decay ol the fabric of
the nation. lmran Khan's ad-
vent into palitics thus fills a-
vacuum of sorts. We are in such
desperate straits that any per-
son or organization willing and
able (with his/her eyes open)
to take use out of this morass
is more than welcome to try.

By opting for a movement
instead of a political party,
Lmiran wisely stays above the
political fray in pursuit of a
Fne-ater cause than narrow po-
itical ambitions in simply
chasing after political office.
Despile appropriate public
pronouncements. his appear-
ance on the political scene has
not been well réceived by ei-
ther side of the l'i\)ohtma] spec-
trum. If the bomb was a crude

warning delivered b the
"More loyal than the Queen”
Brigade on the Becket pattern

af "who will rid me of this mad
priest?” it had the opposite
effect. In an actual exercise af
adult Tranchise, analysts say he
would wean away more votes
froom PML [N} than PPFP. for
the moment his campaign
against various wrongs will

Recurring Song, Fresh Singer

Ms Benazir's ﬁnt reaction was to question Imran's lack of

of Parliamentary support
Stalin queried sarcastically as to how many divisions the Pope commanded, conveniently missing the
point that the struggle for every cause starts on the bedrock of a moral force.

help PML [N) put éenormous
pressure on the incumbent
PPP Government. Riven with
avarice and greed. the soul ol
our political parties is encap
sulated in the ever increasing
outrageous demands of our

Parliamentarians. taking us
deeper into an economic
black hole. Desperate to cli

to office. principles of ethica
governments have been com-
promised by successive In-
cumbents lacking the moral
strength to take a tough stand.

The theoretical touchstone
lor advancement 1n a merit-
based society 1s competition
here it is a farcical sop meant
as a palliative lor the masses
since only a privileged few
with connections take prized
appointments irrespective of
performance. The latest ex-

ample are the 60 cadet pﬂnts )

chosen for PTA notwitlyst
ing Lbe fact Whal llyipg passen-
Fer'-:» is a discipline where it is
tal to compromise on skill
and experience. Some people
do advance in the face of the
revalent norm (a la Gen Ja-
angir Karamat, the present
COAS) but these are excep-
tions, in his case not only be-
cause of sheer merit but be-
cause the "court favourite” was
too horrible an altermative for
the public [and the Army) to
stomach. Merit is not only a
disqualifier it is also suspect n
an environment where the few
with merit who do rise find
themselves on the receiving
end of jealousy and suspicion.
being perceived as a threat by
those who have risen on the
nepotism-route and refuse to
accept that success can be
possible without favouritism
and /or manipulaton.

Quotas in Pakistan are
meant to protect the rights of
the minority, instead they are
flagrantly misused to perpetu-
ate the dominance ol a privi-

leped elite and their clientele,
an extension of the feudal sys-
tem into democracy. THe vast
maj nﬁtf within-Parliament are
ad privile

ged elite of tax -ex-

|L¢ﬂ¢l"l for publication in these columns should be

empl feudals who have the el
[rontery to impose legislation
to tax the not so influenttal
unlaned class and the self-em-
Unless this feudal

n-r:h on the country's spine

ie. broken, this country Is
doomed. The major clive
of contriving to position the
wrong people in the right
places is to checkmate any op-
position in the wholesale loot-
ing of the public till at will,
corruption being the Siamese
two on nepotisim. Dr Mahbubul
Haq. former finance minister
in Jungjo s cabinet and a world
class technocrat, estimated
annual loss to the national
exchequer due to corruption

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

leal of "Constitutional obliga-
tlun:; does not r:::c them
any less culpabie. t
empathy makes them as muc
ﬂ.u ity as those whom it helps
loot this nation,
Into this
cauldron steps

evil-dominated
a new I‘lu

bearer for the uﬁvp‘u-nd
ran Khan, in the mould l:lf

handsome Sir Lancelot enter-
ing the fray.
cricket, Imran excelled, both
in his individual c:x:ilr as a
k{)d}f:r and as a le :

aking to socio-philanthropy.
Imran's charisma became ap-
parernt as a crowd-puller dur-
ing the successful fund-raising
process to build a state-of-the-

at Rs. 40 billion
in 1988, today it could be well

conservatively

over Rs. 100 billion. A decade
or so ago one had to pay a
bribe to get something wro

done, now it utter contain

the law even something that is
right can only get done by
greasing the right palms. I'll-
gotten wealth was kept hid-
den in overseas accounts, now
it is flouted openly and
proudly 4dn luxury trappings by
the nouveau rich. The silent
majority may not be corrupt
but cnmpmmise their self.-re-
E?QC to pay homage at the [eet
hose in power. institution-

. alizing corruption by making

it socially acceptable to be cor-
rupt. Those who abrogate
their right as citizens l(and
functionaries) to voice their
rotest in the "see no evil
ear no evil and do no evil”
syridrome are a pathetic lot
beneath contempt. Wearing
blinkers behind the flimsy fig-

art (at least for the third
world) Cancer Hospital named
after his mother. For aspirant
leaders, charisma is crucial, Dr
Mahbubul Haq is certainly bet-
ter qualified to be a leader,
but does he have charisma?
Imran Khan charted his views
on a wide range of subjects
carried by almost the entire
print media in Pakistan. Mar-
riage to the wealthy Jemima,
daughter of Sir James Gold-
smith. part Jewish Anglo-
French billionaire financier
with political ambitions of his
OWTl, Was npt:i:nlutir:al cnn-
sidered a political hah mtr

whole bunch of jealous ac-
tors. Blending into the Pak-
istani culture,” Haika (the Mus-
lim name of convertee
Jemima) force-multiplies Im-
ran's potency as a political
"Third force." Ske tics point
to various "Disqualifiers” viz (1)
his playboy image in the 80s
frequenting the drawing

In the field of

(EVErYy cause slarls on
bedrock of a moral force.

inthrmmrthd

roomns of the rich and famous
with a of beautiful women
in tow (2] his 'foreign con-
nections” propping him up as
an acceptable ird force” to
replace the growing unpopu-
larity ol the present regime as
an alternate to the nuclear
proliferation suspicions in the
west that Mian Nawaz Sharif
cannol seem to nhmf off im:l
(3) his “lack” of political
administrative experience il a
handicap to national leader-
ship in the immediate fujure,
forgetting that Ms Benazir's
first job in lile was as PM.

s Benazir's first reaction
was (o question lmran's lack

ol Parliament SuU rt in the .
same man 'u?. F.?? Stalin

gueried sarcastically as to how
many divisions the Pope com-
manded, conveniently mis

.the point that the struggle E:nr
the

Other credible leaders are
willing (but unable) to lead a
Jihad (or crusade) against the
root cause of our decay as a
society and as nation, lmran
Khan's personality is a wel-
comre and refreshin Entraﬂt
into our political lives.
song he sings. the message h:
delivers, to mobilise public
opinion while staying "Within
constitutional parameters”
should matter much more
than the Imagc on affer. Wh
should we doubt his wor
about his stated aversion to
both (1) dynastic politics and

- {2) the dominance of person-

alities over ideas? What he
roposes should not be, at
east theoretically, anathema to
any of the .major olitical
parties, why should they feel
threatened? If they are really
true to their commitment to
the people let them synchro-
nise their own accountability
rocess with the aims of
ehrik-i-Insaf. Instead of try-
ing to macro-manage a com-
plete overhaul of the system
with his limited human and
material resources., Imran
Khan would do well o stay
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addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.|
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

\address.
Al.'s manifesto
Sir, | read with interest

the 21 point election mani-
festo of Awami Leapgue as de-
clared by Sheikh Hasina. No
doubt her pledge covered al-
most all good points in the
. sphere of national life. But like
me many would be intrigued

her silence on the sharing
c} Ganges water. The scarcity
of water in the northern re-
gion is turning the green land
into a desert. Therefore, this is
not only  a question of survival
of the population of northern
region but also a question of
survival of the nation as a
whole.

We are at a loss to under-
stand why Sheikh Hasina has
not enumerated this vital point
into her,;21-point manifesto. If
voted to power what steps will
she uridertake to realize our
due share of Ganges water? We
are baffled by her omission of
this point in her foreign pol-
icy gramimne.

€ nation expects an ex-
plicit programme on this point
which is unquestionably vital
for our survival.

GMF Abdur Rob
233, Moghbazar, Dhaka -«
;Tlm caretaker virus"

Sir, 1 would like to thank

Mr Mohiuddin Ahmed for his
4. above captioned article pub-

_-.F"_——‘

lished in your esteemed daily
on April 27th.

It is true that the caretaker
virus has infected the different
sections ‘ol our national and
private life. All sections ol
people are trying very hard to
show their neutrality, espe-
ciall the members of
‘intellectuals’. Otherwise [ do
not see any reason why Dr. Al-
Muti Sharfuddin did not col-
lect the state award from a
particular person?

The article 'A school for
Advisers' by Mr. Showkat Hos-
sain published in the Friday
19th April issue of The Daily
Star was undaubtedly a good
one. But 1 am afraid that the
excellent article may encour-
age some prospective investor
to open up a new Kind of
'coac ing centre' in the coun-
try for 'genetic ehgineering’ of
the caretaker virus and the
‘'mutation’ of that wvirus may
cause disastrous effect in this

poor country!

M M Karim

1164/A, Malibagh Chowdhury
Para

Dhaka-1219

. Political activities of
ent servants
Sir, Of late, we have come *

" across news of a political party

and some of your readers urg-
ing the caretaker government

——

s

—

to take disciplinary action
against some civil servants who
actively participated in recent
non-cooperation movement of
the opposition political par-
ties.

Yes, same of the em lﬂ}FEEE
of the State exceeded the lim-
its of the Civil Servant Conduct
Rules while participating in
the movement, which was -al-
most taking the form of civil
uprising.

There are three tyPes of
State employees, firstly are
those who are given 'rifles’ to
protect the life of the citizens
against external aggressors,
the second category are those
who are given ‘pen’ and
thirdly, the manual labourers.
Previous pgovernments in our

country have not taken any
disciplinary action against the
first category who flouted the

Constitution, the highest law of
the country, to become what
may be called 'armed bureau-
crats.” Were they punished?
Some of them even avenged
personal grudge by killing a
prime minister, some minis-
ters and some of their family
members including a minor
son. The government that fol-
lowed did not take any puni-
tive action against the killers.
It even promulgated an ordi-
nance debarring the law-en-
forcing department of the
State to institute criminal
cases against the killers. Bravo!
What a civilised action? Not
only this, it sent the killers
abroad as Ambassadors of the
country. Subsequent goverrn-
ment even allegedly promoted
them to higher positions and
last one got one of them
elected as a member of the
ParHament.

In the civil uprising of
'Ninety’ also a good number of
civil servants participated. But

—r—

the government that followed
did not punish them, rather
some of them were rewarded
by accelerated promotion or
coveted postings. 5o, we will
urge the plricsicnt ggvemmcnt
to issue a Rule in eW%
the recent activities of the ci
servants who participated in
the civil uprising in the last
week of March, 1996.

Abu Ahmed |
23. Juarshahara, Dhaka -

Call for disciplinary
action -
Sir, A considerable period
of time has passed since the
assumption of office of the
Chief Adviser Md Habibur
Rahman in accordance with
the provisions made in the
Constitution following passi
of the 13th Amendment Bi
1996, better known as the
Caretaker Government Bill.
This government is a legacy

of the BNP overnment
headed by Begum eda Zia.
1t is known to that a
small number of rnment

high officials including secre-

taries, defying the rfules and
regulations of the country, had
boycotted their offices and left
the Secretariat, the heart of
the Republic's administration.
They joined and expressed sol-
idarity with the so-called
‘Janatar Mancha' platform of
Awami League. Such violation
of service rules by the of-
ficials calls for severe disci-
pli action. But it.is a mat-
ter grave concern that no
step hasdyct been taken in
this regar
The Chief Adviser, being a

retired Justice should act as
per law and should not bow to
any quarter. We expect to
know the stance of the Chief

=,
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Adviser in this respect. Hold-
ing of free and fair election
depends on the action to be
taken by the Chief Adviser in
re t of the officials who re-
belled against the govern-
ment.

Saokot Hossain
Green Road
Dhaka-1205

Demand for police

action

Sir, Although I am a Bengali
and a strong believer of Ben-
gall nationalism, my heart
aches when I find a handful
ethnic minority known as
‘Stranded Pakistanis’ still suf-
fering and facing trouble one
after another even after 25
years. They are entirely on our
mercy. | am ha to note that
the trial of Shamim Ahmed's
murder case started in the 5th
Additional District Judge Court

and we hope that the widow of
Shamim med will receive

justice from the learned Addi-

al District Judge.

hamim Ah succumbed
to injuries at Shahid
Suhrawardi Hospital on 2nd
June 1995. His widow was un-.
der constant threat since then.
On 11.3.1996 she was attacked
by the terrorists, who are in-
volved in the murder case.

She was p ly tortured.
Her bhlouse was torn. The mat-
ter was to the Pallabi
police station. The torn blouse
is deposited as an alamat in
the police station (Pallabi).
Medical certificate was also

su ted and a JSacie
Ellth‘ll"ll wﬁm
i as so [ar I

e a2 4

the police to nab the cri

although they are roaming

scot-free in the locality.
randed

Similarly, the

trouble.

firm on the selection and
maintenance of his aim. He
should remain focussed on one
single issue, to actively moni-
tor the quality and integrity of
elected r sentatives at each

epre
level of government. By keep-
in! mft.ht good old American

it simple, stupid)
formula, Tehrik-i Insaf should

focus on the corrupt and
without discrimination
to tical affiliations, inviting
the political parties to share
the evidence at hand. Tehrik-i-
Insaf could c the demo-
%mphju by zing the 10-
5 per cent swing vote in ev-
ery constituency against those
hlarkli:ted. forcing the politi-
cal parties to field candidates
of honesty and integrity who
will have a reciprocal com-
mitment to the constituency
and their constituents rather
than to their own pockets.
Sclf accuuntahllily by the par-
as a cleansing pro-
t:csu mth b trickle-down grav-
ity effect down every Lier of
government.

[mran must remember the
saying "Physician, heal thyselfl
because of-a genuine fear
among a generally sympathetic
intelligentsia and public that
political out casts/chameleons
may rush to coalesce around
his rising star. Association with
such opportunists and adven-
turers will cause lmran to lose
credibility. Accountability as
applied to his own “clean
team” as a conlinuous proeess
will help weed out such peo-
ple. The credibility of his as-
socidates can be enhanced if
they would publicly forswear
public office, thus foreclosing
personal ambition. With abun-
dant charisma and known in-
tegrity, Imran will attract

great value who not onl

B}:: 0

lieve in his lofty aims an
ideals
he preaches. It has the poten-
tial of a “Dream Team” npo moti-
vated people from all over the
country that will include (why
not?) bi-partisan support from
both the major political group-
ings to bring this nation back
ta its great promise as a
democratic country and lead it
to economic emancipation of

its people.

but will practice what

Pakistanis of Madrasha Camp
of Mirpur Section 10 are in

The DRRO and the
lice administration failed to

ring confidence in these un-

clear terms their

ment, supervision

LITMT&TMDEEAM
t
and efficient
vices for the city dwellers.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street "
Wart, Dhaka- 1203

fortunate

I to the Chief Adviser
Justice Md Habibur Rahman
and his coll ues to save
these small chunk of h
from further destruction and
catastrophe.

Mahmood Alam Choudhury
Section No 10, Mirpur,
Dhala

Sir. Addressing at a public
meeting during the recent
movement, the Mayor of Dhaka
City C ration Mohammad
Hanif declared that he was the
elected mayor and representa-
tive of BO lakh uf Dhaka
and as d by the Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina,
the em of WASA T & T
and D Electric Suppl
would heneefurth work .un
his (mayor's ) instructions.

We do not know whether
the WASA, T &T and DESA
worked or are now working
under the elected mayor of
DCC. If not, why? If yes, under
what legal. censtitutional and
democratic norms? We would
also request the Awami League
in particular and the Jamaat-
e-ilslami and Jatiya Party in
general. to kindly tell us in
S &;ure plans

programmes develop-
and control

greater interest of smooth
public utility ser-



