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I Announcam;ant

Our today s Focus Page on
Women On the Move has
been dropped to accommo-
date the list of Jamaat nomi-
nees for the forthcoming JS

polls.

—Inside J’LIbd;y
Article -

The Ganges Water-
sharing: Facts
and Fiction
by Prof M Maniruzzaman
Page 4

International

F Exit poll predicts
BJP's victory

8 killed, 40 hurt as bemb
. explodes in bus

| in Lahore
Page 5

Business

| South Asia fastest-gro-
wing region: World
Bank

Key donor countries set
new goals for develop-
ment aid

Pages 6, 7

| Today'’s 16-page issue of
The Dhily Star contains
one page supplement

on the Ewropean Union
and a &page supple-
mént on 50 years reign
of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej of

Thailand.
I Pages 13-16

Pakistan MNational Defence
Coliege. led by Maj Gen Khalid
on a six-day st tour
to Bangladesh [}un'ns their

the Pakistani defence
team will call on Presudent
Abdur Rahman Biswas and tic
chiefs of three Services. said a
ISPR press release.

Mir Shawkat BNP
Vice-Chairman

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ap-
ted Lt Gen (reid) Mir
Fﬁlt Ali as a Vice Chairmman
the . Shawkat will con-
tinue as the Dhaka City BNP

b said
Wﬂy sources

Dr Kamal off

to Singapore
By Staff Correspondent

Gono Forum President Dr
Kamal Hossain left Dil‘:::h for
Singapore veslerda treai -
ment, a press ¥=Ie.an: His
wife Dr Hamida Ali is accom-

him. Saifuddin Ahmesd

Mostala Mohsin Mont:.
Enaet Peer, and Mahbub Elahi
Ranju were present ai Zia
International Adrpert to see
him off.

2 JCD leaders
mg 8. Two lo-

cal leaders of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD). the student
wing of BNFP were arrested
loday The asrested are JCD
district unit secretary
Rashedul Hasan an and

former general secretary of

*ﬁ:’ﬂ. Umniversity C e
Studernts Uruon Ma;rnu Sfmﬁ

reports [TNB

I g— ]
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NEW DELHI. May B: India's
ruling Congress (I} Party con-
ceded defeat today as vote-
counting trends from parlia-
mentary polls showed it was
headed for electoral disaster.
reports AFF.

“The fact is that we are los-
ing. There is no question about
it. " Foreign Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, chairman of the
Congress campaign comimit-
tee, told state-run television
late today.

Leaders of various political
parties began gathering here
meanwhile to discuss the for-
mation of a possible coalition
government from a divided
parliament in which Hindu na-
tionalists are expected to hold
the most seats.

“It's clear we are not in a

sition to have a majority."

anab Mukherjee, told televi-
sion as votes were being tallied

BAISAKH 26, 1403 BS,

from around the country.

Mukherjee was the first
senior leader of the 111-year-
old Congress Party of Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao (o
admit that it would be unable
to win a majority in the 545-
seat Lok Sabha. the lower
house of parliament.

Congress candidates were
trajlinﬁ'lnppﬂsitinn rivals in 55
seats that the party won during
the 1991 general elections as
trends from 175 constituen-
cies became available late to-
day.
The Congress is losing
nearly one out of every two
seats it won in 1991, election
analyst Pranoy Roy commented
on television.

1t's becoming clear that it's
disaster for the Congress.”

The Congress was leading
in 66 constituencies. while the
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya

B.JP may capture most Lok Sabha seats

ongress heading

for disaster

Janata Party (BJP), was ahead
in 39, a gain of seven seats

over 1991, according Lo partial
results.,

The centrist Janata Dal was
ahead in 19 races with most of
its gains coming at the ex-
pense of the Congress in the
south.

The Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPI—M) had
picked up five seats while in-
dependent candidates and
small parties were ahead in
the remaining 40 constituen-
cies from where vote-counting
trends were available.

Prime Minister Rao, 74,
was cruising to victory in his
constituency in the southern
state of Andhra Pradesh. biit
was coming under increasiny;
pressure to resign as Congress
president as signs pointed to-
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'"Turn Tagore's
dreams
. ]
into re2ality’

Chief Advister Muhammad
Habibur Riahmian opened a na-
tional-level Flabindra Jayanti
(birth ann.veirsary) programme

esterday with a for trans-
ating the¢: dreams of the great
poet into reality for huildinﬁ a
truly free :society, reports UNB.

"Rabinriranath is a sigi_rl]iﬂ-
cant part of our national -
itage,” he told a function at the
Bangladrash Shilpakala Acade-
my audlitorium, arranged by
the Miriistry of Cultural Affairs
to miark the 135th birth
anniversary of the Nobel-laure-
abz.

Adviser for Education and
Cultural Affairs Prof M Shamsul
Fiviq presided over the inaugu-
unction of the two-day
‘pl:ﬂ%rammc, where elderly
proet Sufia Kamal was the spe-
¢ fal guest. |

Apart from capital Dhaka,
Erngrammcs were also being

eld at Fatisar in Naogaon,
Shelaidah in Kushtia and Shah-
jadpur in Sirajganj. All the
three places in Bangladesh
were visited on many occa-
sions by poet Rabindranath

Tagore who penned many of
his immortal literary works

Se¢ Page 12 Col 1
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The financial strength ol
aspiring candidates is lkely 1o
play a crucial role’ for getting
nomination from the major ﬁv
htical parties for the ensping
Erﬂnmur}r polls, according

sources in the parties

in selecting the candidates
for the . the strategists of
the main eontenging parties
popularity
of the nomination seekers (n
their respective constituencies
will also priority.

The election strategist ol
the major political parties are
expect nltﬂ!‘tht Eicﬂinn £X

to much higher than
limit ladd down under the

. which restricts the expe

yesterday .

electoral law of the country,
Nnses
within Taka three Jakh ac
cording to the sources in the

On the other hand. as most
of the jes have already
prepared their respective
nomination lists, it is more of a
ritual for them to conduct in
terviews of the nomination
seekers, observed some insid
ers ol the main eontending

Party nomination
Money power may

play crucial role

By Nurul Kabir and Mizan Ali

partics

According to seme ol
them, the interview secasions
would, however, help contain
the possible resentment and
maintain discipline in the

Lxplaining the reasons for
stressing on the financial abili
ties of the candidatles. top
leaders of the BNP. Awami
Le » arwl Jatiya Party
rately told The Dally Star that
they were compelled 1o con
sider the factor to counter
their peolitical rivals preparing
with enorinous budget.

"We are going o face a very
competitive election this tme,
we cannol afford to lag behind
our rivals' preparations — be it
organisational or financial.'
sald a top-ranking leader of
the BNP on condition of
anonymity.

Replying to the same
queries, two AL and JP leaders
echoed the same sentiments
as their BNP count :

“There is no denying of the
dedication ol the local level

See Page 12 Col 8
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eport, 1994-95

GDP growth static,
ingzi)on 9.2pc

By Staff Correspondent

Growth of the country's
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
remained almost stagnant at
4.4 per cent in fiscal 1994 95
as against 4.2 per cent in the
previous : ing to the
Annual of adesh
Bank for 1994-895 released

The
the year was

economy
due to extensive of

crops and di
nomic activities to
cal unrest. the report said

wmmm&qda

eon-

| megative growth of one per

cent which was 0.3 per cent in
the previous year. the report
said even an agr-
cultural growth equal 1o previ-

| ous year would have raised the

GDP

h over that of tb
' 1993 94 =

'lhuv!:drln in ificant in
 crease. From 7.5 per cent of
the GDP in 1993-94 it in

creased to 7 8 r {
: o8 per cent in

The rate of investment was

P 16.6 per cent of the GIP i1

1994-95 while it was 15 .4 per
cent in the previous year.

The ratio of tax of the GDP
decreased to 9.5 per cent from
the previous year's 9.6 per

However, the rate of infla-

i

the governmept

fought with a pragmatic
monetary pnhr? and immedi-
ale import of loodgrains, the
report said.

The central bank had soid
9i-day bills to check credit
expansion and had arrested
the expansionary effect on
money supply that had con-
tributed to keeping the infla-
tion: low, it pointed out.

The repert observed that
when food production is ham-

'red iIn a populous country
ike Bangladesh. it is necessary

See Page 12 Col
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By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) is likely to announce to-
day the list of its nominees for
the June 12 parliamentary
elections while the Awami
League would announce its list
of candidates tomorrow.

Jatlya Party may complete
interview of its nomination-
seekers today and announce
the list tomorrow. Jamaat-e-
[slami announced its list of all
the 300 candidates yesterday.

Top leaders of the BNP and

Foreign observers

to monitor polls
By Staff Correspondent

A large number of foreign
ohservers. both at government
and non-government levels,
are expected to monitor the
coming parliamentary elec-
tions. '

Two large groups of poll eb-
servers will comprise repre-
selitatives from the
Commonwealth countries and

See Page 12 Col 7

the

lists of their respect jve party
nominees until lasit n t
Sources in the |

ressed the hopeé 4that their

ist

tonight provided ‘(he process
was commpleted.
The BNP stan ding commit-

lee

meeting at its K akrail election
office i the cit*
300 party ca ndidates from
among i tota | of 1122 aspi-
rants. s

"The list i* ; being finalised”,
a parily sou rce said late last
night.

The mee ti
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| BNP, AL candidate:s'
lists by tomorrow

to have been missing

ing off from Zia International
Airport (ZIA) last night.

took of
posed to be back at ZIA at
around 10:30 pm. The t
and delails of the aircraft or

flight plan could not be ascer-
tainedp :

F ALATO SICILIA,

By Staff Correspondent
A trainer aircraft was learnt

after tak-

The plane that reporfe
fp;t 9:51 pm was .33:

. police sources said.
Meanwhile, police said that

they had heard about the inci-
dent. and were carrying a
search and rescue operation in
and around Dhaka. But t
could not trace the aircraft till
the filing of this report at |
an.

When contacted. duty offi-

. cials at the ZIA conirol tower

said at 12:30 am that they

at 10 aum ¢ ind continued until | were not in a position to di-
10 pm' wit h a two-hour break { vulge any information “till
from 2 pmo). is scheduled to re- | now".

sume { his; morning.

The: c ommittee is expected
lo corne out with a final list
tonig nt
Nazrul Islam Khan told news-
men (it . the
fice at B.30 last night. He also
requ:z sted the newsmen to
collec: [ the BNP candidates’ list

BNP spokesman

arty's election of-

See Page 12 Col 7

The Election Commission
[EC) announced yesierday a
list of electoral offenices and
punishments thereof under
sections 73 and 74 of the Peo-
ple’'s Representation Order,
1972, reports LINB.

related Offencen

(Article 73) :
A. Meeting up election ex-
penditure from any other

sources other than the source
mentioned under Article-44 A,

B. Violating the provisions
under "Article-44 B,

C. Taking bribe.

D. Taking disguise -

E. Using improper inflic;.
ence in the election.

F. Imposing or publishi ag
false statement on any oth er
candidate or his relatives (o
create barrier to his success .

G. Making or publish ing
false statement on symbo | of
any candidate whether the
symbol is allotted to hini or
not. _ . -
He Tasuingsor “publisdiing
false statemment ower vhith-
drawal of candidature o'; any
candidate.

I Calling or provokinig to or

.

“Electoral offences

not

aff fliation to any religion, caste.
Cr eed, nation or religious sect.

e

carry voters from and to

olling centres except for
imseltf and his family mem-
! bers.

any voter present in polling
centre or waiting to cast vote,

to

guilty of ‘'illegal behaviour' if he:
44A or 44C,

achieve help of any official ap-
pointed for activities of the
Republic to promote or ham-

pe

or applies for ballot paper
knowing that he was not fit or
unfit {o rast vote.

ballot paper one more time
the same centre. -

d;:ﬁulu ing or hiring or using

| to cast vote for candidate's

J. Renting or lending or

icles and river vessels to

K. Foreing or trying to force

leave the centre.
Misconduct (Article 74):
Any person will be  held
A. Fails to fulfil the rules of

B. Achieves or iries to

r election of any candidate.
C. Casts vote in any election

D. Dasts vote o dpplies for 11

E. Casts vote or applies for
v See Page 12 Col 8

| killed as poalice,
gang clash

By DMCH Correspondent

A young man was shot dead
and at least seven policemen
were injured during a clash be-
tween police and a local gang
at Shakhari Bazar area in the
old part of the city vesterday,
according to police and hospi-
tal sources,

The victim. Shib Narayan
Nag, 28, a conch-shell
maker. was caught in the cross
fire as the gang started indis-
criminate firing on the police
force in the narrow lane at

See Page 12 (ol 5

Dist electoral
enquiry bodies

The Election Commission

yesterday announced the dis-

trict level Electoral Enquiry

Commmittees to investigate pre-

polls irregularities ahead of
next month's parliamentary
election: reports UNB.

The committees compris-
ing judicial officials will carry
cut the investigation as per
rules on its own or on the basis
of complaints by aggrieved po-
litical parties or sons, said
a press release ol the EC Sec-
retanat.

- The Electoral Inguiry
Committees have beer -formed
according to clause 91A of the
Representation of the Pébple's
Order. 1972,

See list on page 2

Go ahead with
ccr;nmitrnem to
win /polls, Khaleda
tells partymen

BN/P chairperson Begum
Khaltida Zia vyesterday called
upon | her party leaders. work-
ers i/ind supporters to march
forw: ‘rd wilh a commitment to
win [ the reports
UNDB|

Addressing hundreds of
I::n le In [ront of the party's

#HKrail office when four JP
leiiders came o jJoin the BNP
theg former prime minister
sti)eased Lthe need for bringing
the country's under-developed
areas into the mamstream of
tl e a8

okhlesur Rahman Jitu

Mian. former MP of the Jauya

Party lrom Kaliganj in Gazipur

Hind lormer Upazrila chalrman

«f the same LL):na Abdul Aziz
See Page 12 Col B

JP interview
concludes:
Manifesto

today

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party (JP) par-
liamentary board in jts [inal
round of interview mel the
nomination seekers lor 90
constituencies from Dhaka
Division today. according o a
party spokesimnan.

Last night. the board com-
pleted the interviews of the in-
tending 424 candidates from
Sylhet and Chittagong of the
300 parliamentary consiituen-
cies of the Jativa Sangsad (JS),

Sylhet and Chittagong divisions
See Page 12 Col 7

Jamaat announces
list of candidates

By Staff Correspondent

The Jamaat-e-Islami. Bang-
ladesh yesierday announced
}hc H :ﬂ.’mt;Ilif ti 4 Sangsad
or a atiya
constituencies for the June 12

elections.

| general elections.

Party chief Golam Azam's
name was, . mot on the
list of nominees.

According to a part

press
release, the central

aders

. will contest from the following

constituencies

Senior Ameer Abbas Ali
Khan from Joypur-l, Party
Secretary General Matiur
Rahman Nizami from Pabna-],
Prof Muhammad Yusuf All from
Gazipur-3, Al Hasan Muham-
mad Mujahid from Faridpur 3.
Muhammad Qamruzzamah
from Sherpur-i, Abdul Kader
Mollah from Faridpur-4 and
Maulana Muhammad Abdus
Subhan from Pabna-§.
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