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SPORTS TALK

"I never knew of all the
records until | them. |
Wwas the well It was

my best inning in one-dayers.”

After his world record 48-
ball 100 against Pakistan in the

Singer Cup in Singapore.

DID U' KNOW?
(The Professor does)

HAT for the last almosl

440 years a diving com-
petition has been held every
summer at the Stari Most. This
is the "old bridge” spanning
Neretva River in Mostar. That s
right ! It is Stari Most which
has bestowed upon this South-
western town of Herzegovina
its name.

Mostar has endured more
than its share of war casualties.
hmunﬁ them Stari Most. a
splendid stone structure
which was destroyed Croat
shelling in November, 1993.

From 1556 to 1992, the
annual di meet went unin-
terrupted. Diving from atop
the 65 feet high bridge onto
Neretva's cool olive water has

been a “test of courage” with
young boys ng training
at age seven. ¢ bitter was

t an end to all that Now, you
now why most Professors
hate wars.

However, old habits die
hard. On July 30, 1994, during
. cease-fire in the divided city.
Muslims in East Mostar set up
a diving platform niear the re-
mains of the old bridge. And,
they held a competition. Fif-
teen ‘spectators

tumecflhqgurﬂ e Croats stay-

Myme ., Ku-
shtia, BU and
Faridpur moved
inio t next ro-
und of the 22nd
national cricket
championship

after winuing their respective
zonal opening matches in dif-
ferent vmuﬂ across the coun-

@y

the entcm strip of the
Dhanmondi Cricket -Stadium,
Mymensingh recorded a six-
wicket win over Meherpur in
Zone F. Put into bat #irst,
Meh r were all out for 149
in 43.5 overs with middle
orders Khasru and Milan scor-
m.g 41 lnd 40

ﬂ ymensingh
rem:hed their target in /2
overs losing four wickels.
Middle-order Nasim Ahmed
scored highest 44 not out
while Moniruzzama and
Harunur Rashid Litori added
26 and 21 respectively for the
winners. who will take on
Gazipur in the zonal ltmiﬂnal
at the same venue on May 10

Away in Barisal, Kushtia de-
feated Jhenidah bjr the barest
ol margins — one wicket in

Sports Reporter

Zone K e ment. Sent into
bat. Jhen were resiricied
to 209 for nine in the siipu
lated 45 overs with Robin
scoring highest 43 Khokon
and Natun with 26 and 25
respectively were the other
notable run-getiers for the
eventual losers

In reply, Kushtia took ex-
actly 45 overs to post the vic-
tory 214 with only one wicket
in hand. Tito hammered 45
followed Jewel and Cornel,
who contributed 42 and 35 re-

vely.

Jhenidah's Robin captured
four wickets while Natun and
Ujjal took two wickets

Kushtia will play in the first
semifinal tomorrow against
Narail who earned a first round
bye against Madaripur on

ay.

In Zone C encounter,
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) pested a 22-run win
over Moulvibazar at the Comilla
Stadium.

Electing to bat first. BUET
could muster 172 for six be-
lore they exhausted their quota
ol 45 overs Noman scored

hlE}hﬂl 46 [ollowed by Rahis
and Sanwar (23).

In reply., Moulvibazar were
booked for 150 In 33 overs
ﬁth Zim hammering kighest

Noman captured two wick-
ets for BUET, who with this
win will now meet Chandpur
in the zonal semifinal tomor-
row at the same venue.

In the day's other match in

Chandpur. Faridpur handed

Jamalpur a six-wicket defeat.

Electing to use the wicket
in the mo . Jamalpur were
all out for 151 in 44.1 overs
with Swn.rup notching ht%hut
49 and Monwar scoring 2

Mofizul captured four
wickets for Faridpur, who in
reply reached home losing four
wickets and more than 15
overs to spare with Biplab
hammering highest 77 for the

winners
Faridpur will now face
Comilla in the semifinal of

Zonme D tomorrow at the same
venue Earlier on Monday,
Comilla handed Gopalganj a
crushing nine-wicket defeat in
their opening match

against Mymensingh at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

Narayangan) s Shyamol square drives during a national youth championship encounter

— Star photo

LONDON. May 7:
Mohammad Az-
|. haruddin picked
Himself off the
floor to score a

i

was lel‘t reeling b
cism that followe

Azharuden finds his feet

(‘aptain Azharuddin. who
the criti-
his team's

World Cup falpre. received a
heavy blow of the physical kind

typically wristy flick off his
]Egﬁ reached 50 with the sec

ond of two driven sixes am:l
cellecied half-a-dozen fours
against the club players of

Sport
'M'singh crush Meherpur

_—

Abdul Hamid's egg
first, or the hen’

Sports Reporter

Long-standing Radio sports
commentator, ul Hamid.
has embarked on trying to
confuse the nation.

Signing a press release
yesterday as secretary general
of Ban h pic Associa-
tion (BOA). Abdul Hamid an-
nounced that "In the absence
of any definite date rﬁgard:lnF
elections (BOA and sports
les). it will not be possible for
me to carry out my respon-
sibility."

Elaborating. Hamid states
that in the frau:r interest of
sporis if BOA and sports bod-
ies’ election dates are an-
nounced. then only shall it be
possibie for him 1o carry on as
secretary general

The burning gquestion to
Abdul Hamid is, why have you
taken charge knowing fully
well complacency in announec-
ing election schedule now?
Hamid, as well as anvone else
connected to sports, knows
that elections will not be held
soon. So, why has Hamid cho-
sen to juggle with words? It's
more like the hen first, or the

In 1992, 74 years ago, the
sport of international power-
h-ontin? was created the
I'nion Internationale Motonau
tique (UIM) and nowadays its
major championship competi
tions are being held on a world
wide scale. says a press re
lease.

Sixty national authorities
f[ron around the world have
forined the UIM. which pub-
lishes the intermational rule
books and coordinates approx.
imately 250
evenis each year, including
Continental and World Cham
pionships in the different UIM
disciplines. These Iinclude
Pleasure navigation. aquabike,
radio command boatls. histori-
cal boals, solar powered boals,
V-hulls, hydroplanes and
catamarans which race on
rivers. lakes and offshore
venues around the world.

As far as safety is con-
cerned, the UIM remains vtﬁ'
lant, All members on U
Commissions continue
strive for practical rules and
guidelines designed to main-
tain the highest safety record

GOLD 1 FAI

international |

ROME. Ma
italy. a land where soccer
sk are ratedd on a par with
artistic genius. 21 vear-old at-

an old master. #
Before the

asps of awe wit

uventus in the Champions

had al-
im after an

owner Giovanni
ready nicknamed

"Pinturicchio.”
But Del Piero. who has
ml'“!ed for I at under-21
as well as the
military t:nm during a mete-
oric rise to stardom this sea-

DEL PILRU
to excel at Eu.rn 96.

tacking midfielder Alessandro
del Piero is already considered

six goals for

League this season. the club's

Italian renaissance painter —

Russians ready

MOSCOW, May 7 (Reuter):

Russia, victorious in 12 of their

last 13 matches, are heading
for Euro 96 confident that for
once they can produce the
goods when it matters most.
Since the Soviet Union be-
came the first winners of the

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 199

\h

. a purfoct blend of ﬂur and ::ruumj ﬂurt

knocked out of the World Cup
finals in the United States au

the group stage.
Romantsev brought back
into the fold some of the

rebels who had refused to
work with former coach Pavel
Sadyrin, although others re-

From Italy with excellence

7 (Reuter). In

cheertul “bravo rapazzo
good kd.
His robust language on the

pitch might occasionally be
enough to make the Mona Lisa
blush — he was recently rep-
rimanded by a Franciscan
monk campaigning against
swearing in soccer — but Del
Piero's artistry is undeniable.

He says level-headedness
has kept him cool in the face
of stardom and a new six mil-
lion-dollar contract with
Juventus, and he hopes it will
help him achieve his most
cherished goals.

“In the year 2000, I would
like 10 look back ha womn a
European Cup. a World Cup
and having been named
European Player-of-the-Year."
Del Piero. who comes from the
northeastern town of Treviso
near Venice said recently.

"But abowve all | I'm
still the balanced person that |
am today. because that's the

lmf t important value in my
ife

France lebai]

e Lis itk the Nk

tsl rankeﬂ italian. in its

‘Golden Ball” awards decided

by soccer journalists while

world soccer readers Hsted

Del Piero runner-up to club
teammate Gianluca Vialli.

Del Plero. in just his first
SEASON as A ar starter for
Juventus. began with Padova's
vouth side at the age of 10 and
made his debut for the then-
Serie B squad six years later.

At 18, he moved to Turin
where he proved a quick un-
tlerstudy to Roberto Baggio,
showing a glimpse of things to
comme when he replaced the
injured hero of Italy’'s 1994
World Cup squad in a key
match against Parama that year
and scored three goals.

He went on to replace
Baggio as permanent number
10 afier the "divine ponytail”
signed for AC Milan last year,
and his goals have showcased
his talent in Serie A and
Cham ' League this season,

Italy coach Arrigo Sacchi
now says Del Piero. who is at
his best when attacking from
the left side of midfield. holds
an "untouchable” place in his
team along with Milan de-
fender Paolo Maldini. Injury-
plagued Baggio may be merely
a speciator.

to roll?

The Russians rely on
technique apd move the ball
around rapidly, although their
delenders sometimes look un-

hd y in the air. They are a
rganised team but the
- ln{h a genuine world-class

- ; layer in any department could
sparkling century after a training ground colli England's National Cricket main favour - A
Renewed bombing wiped — as India cruised sion at Lord's. Association before bein %;&Eﬁr ::Iiltlﬂﬂélaru u:? "quthf\r: & new vosch ﬁmli their COARCCE.
out the event and attcmpts to | to their second easy victory in ‘It was very painful, the bowled by paceman Keit sian and sﬂﬁget sides have new concepot diffe ke Central to Russia's
) ol -2 pt. rent rela- glﬂﬂl is
resurrect the rite of passage to | as many days at the start of Wworst pain I've known," said Armold. often shown plenty of promise tions with the team and hdve Viktor Onopko, of ain's
manhood has since con- | their England tour on Monday. Azharuddin, who damaged his Perhaps most pleasing for but failed to lfw up to mp a- won 12 tches in if Oviedo. who provides thé in-
tin 3 r ris AFP. shoulder. chest and leg when India, though. was the equ Pt
uing cpo il '[llll!'l'::'in hin'[ﬂ 'ld-l_‘al.m-ml.:l.[f g ¢ !_q a]l}r i e tions on the hjg dap rull'll infllitlht f$ndhé_ru:aul-] Epirauﬁn in midfield or at the
e A ' E]’ILGUI’:::._I:HL : %::;mrc; ;1}:‘: on the water. whilst consider- But under Eﬂﬂﬂh Oleg Ro- htanﬂ of defence. Winger An-
N' o » 'l : E%fvr:dra !:'lﬂ:-‘i?ﬂl:ul of one-day in- ing all aspects ol competition nmnﬁv the Russian bear has l d{ei di gﬂhf: lms'w:f‘ ﬂiéng lcinulll-
a]‘]J 1n and ecology. started to growl. standing form nglis
g Ilat g-t;-na:gr:als dm the recent Onic ?the top classes of ~ Since he took charge after a #1 Fremier League club Everton,
uth cricket e touriets have high | powerboating, the UIM For- | disastrous World Cup cam \ could also be a matchwinner If
. y0 Cry € tourists have Nig mula One Powerboal Champi- | in 1994 Russia have been he plays at his best.
\‘TI-IIZZ K]D hopes for him this summer onship made a successful rl:— beaten only twice in 18 ' ' Dmitry Radchenk f
B . . ’
- ﬁ]lal :-‘“':: his ﬂ'ﬁgdfxﬁfrx;‘:sﬁg! turn to Russia and China in | matches and rattled up 34 Spain's Drrpumvu:.c:r?]nz ,gg_,
df;; ﬂ“ﬁih“m LA g 1995. The continruous growth | goals to finish unbeaten at the Kolyvanov, with Foggia of Italy,
Sports Reporter Even without the resting | D the bﬂlﬂ:e 5:1?1“35 is ftg:iﬂg }“pt;:f jhclrﬂqu?llfﬁng group , and Sergei Kiryakov. of Ger-
Narayanganj DSA moved - proven by addition of Qatar or the June finals @ many's Karlsruh
into the final of the 16th na- ga_cul:in ;I'El'ldul]‘-l:ar, :;h Lﬁ‘fﬁgefl on the 1996 calendar and Abu Critics will say Russia have E-E\FE.I'!F&I strikers cfmn::mam?t?:g
% tional youth cricket champi- ] T:H a_nw f,:" able: o tolal o Dhabi will, again host the final | not faced any major opponents VEFA - places up front.
...................................... onship after they record "i I?t 200 for four from their | round of the World Champi- | since losing 1-0 to Germany in
Sports WHiZZ ;4~run victory over ‘%“ngr:rs ~ a target that proved nnsfrl']}ip. ] Etpt:mbtr 1:}34 tThtleiy ;llls-u Of the players based in Rus-
. ymensingh DSA in the sec- e Formula One UIM con- dveé a mountain to ciimbp in sia, many hopes lie with Spar-
.ﬁﬂmpeﬁtlﬂﬂ-?ﬁ ond semifinal at the Dhaka far 100 tall for the amateurs. tracted promoter, Nicolo di | England to survive a tough E tak Moscow's Dynamic I:icr
T'“!k tht Cﬂmctm Stadium }rﬂsttrda}r tho I ' San Germano pia}rs a mﬂ]ﬂr I!'DI.I which iHCIUdEE the ff'ndtr Yuri Hlki orov Whns-:
C T The winners will now meet pOWEI‘S | role in the extension of venues 3113- Italy and the Czech A —— powerful shot is a potent
ompetition closes: 8 p.m. Khulna DSA. who ousted de- . B ' and is always looking.for any | Republic. weapon and S teammate
May 10, 1996) :’Endt;ng chanfllpiu]ns BKSP in _ _ic_;,;r:?. ]man potentially interested new 5 Buttdmcll:rt Eﬂtbt;ggnmts Ilya Tsymbdaﬂar a creative
e first semifinal on Mond - - VETue. 0 not dou a ! ayer in midfield.
1. | The 2002 Workd Cup footbali will | | fn the final showdown at the  MD AZHARUDDIN _ ‘A w;dpt?hrtgkll}n‘?p%gtﬁff onl Wiih the increased media “They are one of the best team spokesman Leonid ia will mi
e iokd Samie vefiue LOmOoITow. 36 h:liss h]rudashging npem:?: itetesl; the LY ds convinced tﬁamsdin thﬁ wnrldgl. 'dm-rg: : Tr?]kgt? ok § blore f <k Hus?ﬁhw}lil [m?s I':!l]kl:il;
Electing to use the wicket v _ : that a similar growth of | them do well in Englan a raw with Belgium in orov's contribution in the
mbuindi Lnooe ot et e in the mc%:nmg Narayvangan c;:{';#;lge ;?aft]:é‘: ﬁﬂdsm?ﬁé;"g ;Esmm? dHa;mEi Panl{“ guided | o0 dwide racing activities will | are pacy and good tactically, 4 late April. opening group C clash with
If FIDE is for chess. FINA is for scored a fighting 198 (all nut)| Ashariddin was Freed }fi.ﬂ vii?:igna E;L - n_r:?élk ::“ i:i cctgn' continue in the future. Ireland manager Mick Mc- "Our team had the best re- Italy at Liverpool on June 11.
Blkards | Soocker Smning in the stipulated 45 overs with  sit out India’s opening match  over A%lua Mtk e Thate ol 1996 calendar Carthy said after his team were sults in the gqualifiers and fle misses the match after
middle-order Sajjad Hossain  at Arundel which 3 , soundly beaten 2-0 by the Rus-  scored more goals than an picking up two yellow cards in
——— i Murina hamuierng highest 51 a n which ended in a fice cricket league Group B Sunday 12 May Mediter- sians in Dublin in March other team. I'm. sure we'l the gualifying round.
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_____________________ e was ably supported by Topu "I'm I'E'EI;]]}" looking forward from his 8 overs while Babu, | Grand Prix of the 3- ggag Gal- 1 Draw 42 "A mouse!” abbr. 10 Far-
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