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Hartal: can be stoped forever

KABIR MD ZAHANGIR
USA

How can we get ride off

"Hartal" from Bangladesh to

| improve our economic growth.

Can we make an constitutional
amendment with new Sangsad
about "Hartal band”.

Masum Z. Hasan

' zmhasan@db. toronto.edu

Canada:

MNow here we have something
to ponder about Amendment [/
clause banning "hartal is not a
bad idea. But hartal/strike is a
democratic right. But again
there has to a lhimit to this
"democratic right".

So. how about this? Allow
hartal. but place a limit to it.
For example, here in the
Western countries. if some of
the services are considered
essential. the strikers provid-
ing these services can be

ordered/forced back to work
or the strike may be consid-

ered illegal. So we have to etch

something of this sort in our
constitution, such as, a politi-
cal party can not go on a coun-
try/city wide hartal shutting
down everything. Hartal will
only be allowed by individual
organizations. For example,
transport workers may go on a
strike (but a political party will
not be allowed to shut down
transportation in the name of
hartal), etc. Politicians can al-
ways fight in the parliament. in
meetings, on radio, 'TV (here 1
absolutely agree with Shabbir
(UK) and Dr. Harun uz Zaman
that media should be neutral,
and politicians should be al-
lowed td debate issues there
when necessary). Ideas? [Let's
provide some input to our fel-
low countrymen on this issue
keeping in mind that Dally
Star will bring this to wider
Bangladeshi readers.)

Zin Hassan

zisan@iastate.edu

USA:

The caretaker Aovernment
.doesn’t have the necessary au-
thority to make that change to
the constitution or enact it as a
law otherwise. The next
elected government can do
something in this regard.
However, we must remember
that calling strikes are part of
our democratic rights. (But
exploding crackers to make
sure that it holds s not. Again.
hopefully law and order situa-
tion under the next elecied
government would be better
and there would be no cracker

XNIQOOOGMUSICB.MCGILL.CA

explosions to hold people
hostage.)

~Another thing that I am sure
that we all realize, is that mak-
ing newer laws wouldn't help
much in attaining change in
the political practices, as some
other things like democracy
within the pfrties and within
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the nation everywhere would. = | M. A. Miah
- i miah_m@ux4500.uapb.edu
0 o oin gt oy Dot Space & Environmental

ings/followup, I have suggested
that to get rid of hartals, we
must find an effective alterna-
tive to hartal. An alternative
that would not be used for the
cause of a person, or of a party.
but solely for the cause of the
nation.

In that same followup post-
ing 1 also suggested that per-
haps we can have an amend-
ment to the constitution. that
wollld allow us to oblige the
government to discuss an is-
sue, or hold a gono vote [this is
more expensive) on that issue,
provided 10 million people
sign (or tip shoi] in favor of
that issue.

However, as | have indicated
in the original posting that this
is merely an elementary idea.
Something. perhaps can be
done along this line, 1 don't
know. If you guys have anything
constructive please feel free to
contribute. Thank you.

Akhtar Hossain
hossain@mwk com

USA:

I am 100% in favor of

HARTAL Band for atleast 20
years in Bangladesh. No ONE
can call for hartal period. The
constitution amendment must
also include if any one calls for
hartal, the leader(s) will be re-
sponsible for any death and
destruction.

Before we rush to yet an-
other election, few things
need to be ironed out: When
carnmt you call an election “the
fairest election held so far’ as
‘karchupee”. when Hasina
WiNs or when someone eise
WINs.

Hasina must answer this
quetion before she decides to
participate in the next elec:
tion. What happens [F she
LOOSES ? Is she ready to ac-
cepl the result ? Other wise
we are wasting our time and
money calling for another elec-
tion. You might as well give
ther the power. That way
atleast the lawlessness will end
and no more people will be
hacked to death altve or burni
alive in a bus into which a fuel
bomb was dropped
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BIOSPHERE Ill has been
used to mean the Ganges-basin
in Bangladesh where ecosys-

tem have béen destroyed by

the unilateral cutting down of
the natural flow of the Ganges
water over a period of almost
two decades by the use of the
Farakka barrage. India con-
structed the barrage upon the
Ganges at a place called
Farakka on its bank in the dis-
trict of Murshidabad.

The humanitarian distress is
so much that words cannbt
tell. It 'has been difficult to
convince even the environ-

‘ Ecoci

called "soc.culture.bangladesh,” or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around

discuss issues relevant to Bangladesh. In "Live from the Internet” the Daily Star

reprints these posts verbatim (complete with English language errors) — just as they would appear on gour
computer screen. They have only been edited for size and relevance to the subject matter.

The humanitarian distress is so much that words
cannot tell. It has been difficult to convince even the
environmentalists of the extent of the damage. This
is just a manifestation of the fact that our civilized
worl can grasp upto a certain extent.

3,172 cubic meters per sec-
ond during May to November,
and 1,726 cubic meters per
second during rest of the year.
The combined flow in the
Ganges-Brahmaputra was 2.4
tjrnes the monsoon water
rainfal. The Ganges water
would flow through the tribu-
taries and canals to thousands
of flood plains. ponds, and
ditches which were the breed-
ing ground of 109 species of
native fishes. The distributed
surface water resources were
the "life blood” of the Ganges

To in-crease the flow in the Ganges in the
postdiversion dry sea-son, India proposed to Bang-
ladesh to divert 2,833 cubic meters per sec out of the
Brahmaputra's dry season flow of 3,121 cubic meters
per second to the Ganges up-stream of Farakka
. barrage. Bangladesh rejected it because she does not
to create another Biosphere I1I in the Brahma-putra

basin.

mentalists of the extent of the
damage. This is just a manifes-
tation of the fact that our civi-
lized worl can grasp upto a
certain extent.

Since the Bangladeshis did
not raised their voice in time,
a delayed response to this
utter destruction rings an
exaggeration of the actual atate
to others. _

Bangladesh. the world's
largatest delta is located at the
lower end of the Ganges-

| Brahmapwira basin, the world s

largest  agricultural plain
Before 1975, the Ganges river
which enters the delta from
the northwest had flows of

author's own as t
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Disclaimer |

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are thcl
'y appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permut our readers to

know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.
The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions

expressed in these columns.
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basin ecosystems. v
India’'s unilateral withdrawal
of the Ganges water hy the
Farakka barrage since 1975
has reduced the flood season
flow by, at least, 25% in quan-
tity and duration, and the dry
season flow by. at least. 66%.
As a result. by 1983, compared
to prediversion period. the
distributary areas dropped to
41%. number of shoals in
rivers increased by 7 times.
the shoal area increased by 12
times. the total river area
dropped to 81%. and the navi-
gable routes shrank to 24%. A
few million people lost their
professions. '

— Editor.

The habitat of an unknown
number of aquatics and
amphibiansi was destroyed.
Among the main species of
fishes. two are extinct and
about thirty are endangered. In
the early nineties, compared
lo early seventies. .the annual
fish production dropped by, at
least, 100.000 lbs cesting
more than 100 million dollars.
The ckeapest and major
sources of animal protein
(6.25%) and ealcium (25%] for
the world's 40 million poorest
people living in the Ganges
basin people were lost.

The Ganges-Kabodak Irri-
gation Project serving 14.164
sq km are in jeopardy. About
48,039 sq km of the land has
lost the cash crop jute forever.
The production of 1,034
million Ibs of mangoes annually
has been affected. costing over
$ 300.000.000. The saline
water front has engulfed about
52.000 sq km affecting 45
million: trees (60% marketable
timber] of the Sundarbans, the
“world’'s largest (5.697 sq km)]

BIOSPHERE III: An Unl;l;ce&;nted_
de in the Gangetic Bangladesh

compensate for the surface
water resources, about 7,075
cu meters of groundwater are
withdrawn annually to irrigate
1 sq km of land. Additionally,
the Varendra Research Project
extracts 386 cubic meters of
groundwater every second.

More than 50% of the families
are entirely dependent on
groundwater apart from the
general use of groundwater in
drinking 'by all people. Due to
over extraction and in absence
of adequately recharging,
groundwater is being depleted
at a maximum rate of about
one-half meter per year.

Ordinary hand-tubewells can-
not extract water from 8 me-
ters depth anymore. About
60,000 Tara pumps have been
set up to extract water from
12 meters. The feedback ef-
fects .of overextraction of
groundwater is further wor-
sening the situation.

. To in-crease the flow in the
Ganges in the postdiversion
dry sea-son. India proposed to
Bang-ladesh to divert 2,833
cubic meters per sec out of the
Brahmaputra's dry season flow
of 3.121 cubic meters per
second to the Ganges up-
stream of Farakka barrage.
Bangladesh rejected it because

India has further constructed sixteen more
barrages/dams, the most im-portant one is the

Tipaimukh Dam on the

Barak river in

Manipur/Mezoram states. The dam will store 15,900
million cubic meters of water reducing the flow in
the Meghna basin, and turning it into another

Biosphere IIL

mongrove -forest. The maﬂ;.

mum salinity factor has in-
creased by a factor of more
than five. By 1986, the maxi-
mum temperature rose from

37.5 degree celcius to 43.5

degree celcius, and the mini-
mum temperature dropped
from 12.5 degtee celcius to
8.5 degree celcius. At least,
ten million trillion calories of
heat are produced during the
summertime due to depletion
of surface water resources
People live under heatstroke
conditions during the summer
months.

The monsoon rainfall has
decreased by about 50% To

she daes not to cseate another
Biosphere [l in the Brahma- -
" putra basin.

Further, the 335 km-long
link canal for water diversion
will cost 1,200 sq km of land
Tor the land-scarce Bangladesh
and will make 1 million
homeless. Ltfdia has further
consiructe sixteen more
barrages/dams. the most im-
portant one is the Tipaimukh
Dam on the Barak river in
Manipur/Mezoram states. The
dam will store 15 900 million
cubic meters ol water reducing
the flow in the Meghna basin.
and turning it into another
Biosphere III.
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Dr. Nasir Ahmed
ahmed@uvax0.gram. edu

Dept. of Pol Sc/Pub Admn
Gramling St. University, LA

' 7124

USA:

Bangladesh is going through
a transition period. It is a joy
to hear that people of
Bangladesh has made history
again. Again against undemo-
cratic ruler. This time happens
to be KZ. Although KZ was do-
ing fine in the begining, but
eventually she turned up to be
a dictator. Did not listen to the
voice of the people. 1 will .not
be surprised, if the future PMs
of BD behaves in the same
fashion that KZ behabed.

It will be very usefu] to
change the BD constitution in
correspondence to our realtiy
and benefit of truth. The oppo-
sition parties demland to have a
care-taker government provi-
sion in BD constitution is a
very creative thinking. But I
am bit confused. based on the
information I am receiving
whether this is really going to
be a part of the BD constitu-
tion. If nothing is done (like a
written document by all the
Opposition parties to intro-
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Thoughts on BD Constitution

duce the first bill in the new
parliament would the Care-

taker Govt bill) before the
election, my hunch is that. a
future PM, when he/she gets
power my side track the issue,
as KZ has done with the
Special Powers act and the
autonomy of TV and Radio.

Another issue’ is Indemnity
bill, and this needs to be er-
azed from BD constitution. A
democratic constitution can
not have an undemocratic pro-
vision. Gen Zia govt did it, and
his 'govt was not democratic
anyway. Cantonment democ-
racy contradict with real
Peoples democracy. | also wish
to see a commitment from the
opposition parties reagarding
the removal of Special acts
provisons and extend auton-
omy to TV and Radio, and to
allow private ownership of TV
and Radio stations, '

Lastly, I like to see a neutral
and non biased judiciary. BD
const does not have to copy US
or UK model. however, the
const néeds to ensure inde-
pendent judiciary system, so
that it can challenge the par-
liament if necessary.

(ood news for Bangladesh

Dr. Abdul Hamid Mollah
AHMOLLAH@CHEMICAL. uwate
rioo.ca, Canada:

Source: The Globe and Mail
(Canada). April 16, 1996

The world's 48 least-devel-
oped countriés are now grow-
ing faster economically than
the rest of the world according
to an annual survey by UN Con-
ference on Trade and Devel-
opment (The survey to be pub-
lished today[19/04/96]). The
survey said Bangladesh once
perceived as basketcase -ap-
pear to be well on the road to

economic recovery.

The report also notes the
fastest-growing ‘LDCs focused
on exports, and did not rely
heavily on a small range of
commodities. Bangladesh is
named among the best per-
formers!!

The report notes a signifi-
cant drop in the LDCs share of
global trade, from 1.7 percent
of both exports and imports in
1970 to 0.4 percent of exports
and 0.7 percent of imports in
1994
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length and titled.

The newsgroup, "soc.culture.bangladesh"”, has been
provided courtesy of Agni Systems Limited (Tel. 882379).
You can also take participate in this page by sending us

your views/questions/icomments/inquiries (anything that
you, want). The Daily Star will then send your responses
into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will
be read and commented on by participants from around
the world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in

Please send or fax your Intérnet posts to:
M. Shumimuunm Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet", The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi
RI/A, Dhaka-1205. (GPO Box no: 3257) Fax: 863035.

CAT S ARE NATURES WAY
OF STOPPING MICE FROM




