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venues of the world, officials of
the Bangladesh Tobacco
Com ¥ ') Limited said
on Monday.

al a news confer-
ence, the di-
rector Francois Gillet the
British American Tobacco
{BAT) has been involved in the
water sports after a break of
25 years. BTC have been spon-
events like

1986, 1989 and 1991, is ex-
pected to regain his glory
the defend champion Guido
Cappellini of Italy this year.
The jtalian won the title in the
last three consecutive years.

The winner of leg will
earm 20 points. the runner-up
15 points, third place-winner
Lﬂﬂg}lnu and the fourth place

r

from

in 45 overs lost their first
wicket on 14 in the first deliv-
ery of the day's third over, re-
mained on the crease for more
than three hours and played
the sheet anchor role to take
Khulna home with more than
three overs to

in his mar inning, Saj-
ad, wheoe lost two of his four

tting partners early on 25

could still have a big | on
how his team pcrfnrmTpm
Although he was an ever-
present in all of Bu as 10
ualifiers, u:c;:‘ln 10 goals in
the process, he has managed
only five goals in 23 appear-
ances with Parma and nimours
are rife that he will leave at the
end of the season.
* While his sharp fobthalling

] ichkov spending a year on the

change their names and Sto-

sidelines.

Two years later his rehabili-
tation was when he
was named B a's Foot-

baller of the year, an honour he

hﬂjnﬂanil lethal o in
front of goal have ought
nmirmagined rirhesas ths Adespe .

won again in 1990 and 1991.
By the time of his third

award he had become his

countrys most expensive

soring sportin on the occasion. nine nts. ' added t 51 player. moving to Barcelona for
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cricketer) last few vears. this sport in B::Eaﬁde-h, if it is lating the points earned from 47 runs for the fifth along with | | ¥ key role. when Barcelona beat

"You can not have a match BTC brand group business organised in D in future, all the ten rounds. Salim (33) during which he T Sa 1-0 at Wembley to

today without someone : fired five boundaries = win the European Cup for the
has bought . It ap- Earlier, put into bat in the first time

pears there is no match which
is fair. And those who love to
hear all this are the same

who used to first talk of

as dull teams. And when
they started beating the world,
they became teams which
cheat with the ball etc.”

In 1994 Stoichkov was
again the driving force which
swept Bulgaria to the semifi-
nals of the World Cup, and to-
ﬁﬂhﬂ with Oleg Salenko of

ussia, lf'ininhed jﬂ.;;:. top
scorer with six goals. year
ended with him crowned Eu-

morning, BKSP were bundied
out for only 152 in 44.4 overs.
"Nasirul (25) and Zakir (24)
were the leading scorers for
BKSP

Khulna's Riyad Ahmed
captured two wickets conced-
ing only 12 runs in 5.4 overs

his ‘13‘“ on while Tariqul, Barkatullah and ropean Footballer of the year.
the ations targeted to- . « Monirul each took one wicket ‘All of that was a long way
wards cricket teams as for the winners who will ap- from the start of his career as
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The 2002 World Cup football will
be held in
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If FIDE is for chess, FINA is for
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- Makbul Hasan Trust wil
observe the 15th death an-
nlvcraaa today of Makbul
Hasan Moni FCA (England &
Wales) in a befitting manner.
Qurankhan| and milad mahfil
will be held at his f S res-
idence (Bakshi Bazar), says a
press release.

Members of the family,
friends and well wishers will
visit his grave at Azimpur and
offer Fateha during the day.

Arrangements have been
made the Trust to donate
Tk 3, to the Sir Salimmullah
Muslim Orphanage on the oc-
casion. The Trust has intro-
duced scholarships in the
Commerce Faculty, Dhaka Uni-
versity and will do the same in
respect of some other organi-
sations.

Makbul Hasan Moni was a°

Dhaka University Blue in foot-
ball and e¢ricket. He was a
noted sports organiser of the
country. He died in 1981 at
the early age of 39. He was a
controller of Accounts, Biman
at the time of his death.

Ethlopmnagqért
thenod

AMSTERDAM, May 6: Six
Ethiopian marathon runners
“ have won political asylum in

the Netherlands and want full -
citizenship to allow them to
compete for the Dutch in the

2000 Olympics, coach Peter
Kortekaas said today, reports
Reuter.

Kortekaas, who trains Tek-
gyc Gebresilasie, brother of
000 and 10,000 metres
world record-holder Haile,
said the six had the backing of
the Dutch Athletics Federation
and hoped to win approval to
run for the country by the end

of the year.

have all lived in the
Nether for several years,
but their applications for asy-

Francois Gillet (L), the marketing director of BTC, briefing the press on the unveiling of John
Player Gold Leaf’s F-1 power boat racing team in the capital yesterday.

Scholastica and
Mirpur Bangla
High School mo-
veq into the
semifinals of the
Dhaka zonal qua-

lifying rounds of the 14th Nir-
man schools cricket tourna-
ment after winnin
pective quarterfin

in the capital.

At the eastern ground of
Residential Model School,
Scholastica handed Udayan
Bidyalaya a humiliating 181-
run defeat while Mirpur Bangla
recorded a 49-run n over
Pallabi Majedul Islam High
School at the western ground
of the same venue.

With yesterday's wins both
teams have also confirmed
their berths in the eight-team
final round.

Put into .bat, Scholastica
piled up a huge 240 for nine in

their res-
8 yvesterday

Scholastica ride on Ridw

Sports Reporter

the stipulated 25 overs with
number three bat Ridwan Has-
san hammering 80 off 73 balls
inclusive of seven fours and
three sixes. Nayeem scored 42
off 50 deliveries while skipper
Junaid added 19 to BKSP
whose second highest runs
came from the extras.

Udayan's number seven
bowler Monwar captured high-
est three wickets for his side
for 22 runs while Nayel took
two wickets for 55 runs.

In reply. Udavan boys were
shot out for only 59 runs in
12.3 overs.

Scholastica's Tassabbur
grabbed three wickets for 26
runs while Nayeem and Shafin
captured two wickets each
conceding eight and three
runs respectively.

Electing to bat first in the
day's other match, Mirpur
Bangla were all out for 151 in

34.3 overs.

Roman (27), Shuvro (18)
and Alamin (17) were the lead-
ing scorers for the Mirpurians
who earned 26 runs as extras.

Pallabi M1 School's Skiplu
and Johny captured three
wickets apiece while Sajal took
two wickels.

In reply. Pallabi MI High
Schook were booked in 1
overs with the scereboard on
102, __ |

Mirpur's Roman., who
scored highest 27 runs in the
first sessien. also shone with
the ball as he took three
wickets for 16 runs bowling
seven overs. He was equally
supported by Liton and Right
who captured two wickets
each.

Both yesterday's winners
will face each other in the first
semifinal tomorrow at the
Same venue.

— Star photo
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India

ARUNDEL. Engla-
nd, May 6: A su-
perlative unbeaten
108 from Sachin
Tendulkar helped
India to a crushing
victory in their tour's curtain-
raiser over the Duchess of
Norfolk's XI on Sunday.
reports AFP,

The brilliant 23-year-old

Indian batsman did virtually as
he pleased with a friendly at-
tack on a placid pitch, guiding
his side home with 13 overs to
spare after the Duchess X]
made 168 for nine.
* One over from Essex's vet-
eran left-arm spinner John
Childs cost 23 — Tendulkar
hitting the last five balls for
6,4,6,2,4.

He and Navjot Sidhu (47)
ut on 139 in 28 over for the
irst wicket, the match having

been reduced to 48 overs per
side after rain had interrupted

' the Duchess XI's innings af

148 for four.

Javagal Srinath and Anil
Kumble, India's two world
class bowlers. also used the
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TENDULKAR ... 108 N.O.

traditional gentle tour opener
to good advantage.

n all, Tendulkar faced 99
balls, hitting eleven four and
three sixes — one of them off
Duchess XI captain Mark Ni-
cholas, to finish the match in

style.

in style

Earher. Robin Smith hit 60
and than pleaded with England
supremo to let him back at
number three in the interna-
tional side,

The 32-year-old Hampshire
batsman admits to being puz-
zled by the rumours that he
will be surplus to require-
ments in the three-Test series
against the visitors.

He said: "But I'm not being
arrogant when [ say I don't see
anyone else around that can do
the job | can in the middle
order for England.

"And at this stage of my ca-
reer | want to take the bull b
the horns and bat at No 3. [¥
England give me the chance
then that's where | want to
play.

"I have been disappointed
lo read certain things recently
suggesting that | don't have an
international future,

‘I'm realistic to know that |
have no divine right to an
England place, but not many
people average more than 40

in both Test cricket and one- -

day international.”

ATLANTA, May 6:
The always-con-
troversial scoring
of Olympic boxin
will modifie
4 for the 1996 .
Olympic Games, the president
of the International Amateur
Boxing Association said here
this weekend, reports Reuter.

Although the federa-
tion has decided to continue
using the widely-criticised
electronic scoring system, the
tabulation will not be revealed
until the end of each bout, An-
war Chowdh
president said.

"What we have been tryin
o do is eliminate the politic
decisions," Chowdhury
"Some of the judges used to be
afraid to score a'bout against

tries.”
His comments came du

test event at the newly-reno-
vated Alexander Memorial Col-

lum were only ted in the
last mﬂ months, Ko-

| Olympics boxing.

ury, the federation

said.

boxers from the larger coun- °

the Atlanta Boxing Classic, a

iseum, site of this summer's

Chowdhury was displeased
with the scoring of the Atlanta
test event, where the elec-
tronic tabulations were re-
vealed at the end of each
round.

“This is wrong," Chowdhury
said. "The judges see that the
bout is going for one boy, and
they just keep scoring for that
bexer. Look at this score, 13-0.
That's ridiculous. Are you goi
to tell me the other boy jus
stood there and got hit without
gvcr doing anything? impossi-

E'“ ]

Chowdhury said none of the
judges at this weekend's event
will score Olympic fights and
that all the judges for the
Olympic tournament have al-
ready received at least three
training session. :

"The scoring system has
been under criticism and the
‘federation is alive to this criti-
cism," he said.

Under the electronic scor-
ing system, a boxer is awarded
a point if three of the five
ri e judges press a button
indicating the boxer landed a
punch with the scoring por-

IABF to modify scoring

tion of his CF]mrE on the oppo-
nent's head or terso. Part of

~ the criticism of the current

system is that it makes no al-
lowance for superior boxing
style or tactics.

"We have consldered a sys-
tem in which the judges would
award two or three points for
defence and style at the end of
a bout, but that will not occur
durin these Olympics.”
Ch ury said,

Questions of scoring aside,
Chowdhury said federation of-
ficials are pleaséd with the
boxing facility. "Everything, the
arena, the training facilities
are very good.” he said.

‘I am particularly happy
that Atlanta kept their promise
to us. This was the venue we
were promised and this is
what we have,” said Chowd-
hury, who also is vice presi-
dent of the national Olympic
cominittee of Pakistan,

‘That hasn't always been the
case, Barcelona promised to
build a new venue, but they
didn't and we ended up in a
place that was tpo shabby for
an Olympic Games."

gcar in the final billed for May
at the same venue against
the winners of today's second
semifinal between My.
mensingh and Narayangan).
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the initiative
Sports Reporter

The Football Players
Welfare Assoctation (FPWA) are
planning to stage a soccer

tournament involving the local
big guns, Mohammedan Spor-

ting Club and Abahani Krira
Chakra
This was disclosed the

FPWA secretary Shaliqul Huq
Manik to this reporter at the
Dhaka Metropolls Foothall
Assoclation (DMFA) office last
evening

Manik further added that
they are planning to stage an
eight a-side tourney in the last
week of this month.

While elaborating, Manik
said "With the football season
already on and the authorities
yet 1o get into the act, it is our
moral duty to do something for
the greater interest of foot-
ball". Besides, with the players
out of action for the last seve
months, the FPWA has decided
to come forward in the inter-
est of the aggrieved booters.

The former natiopal player
also added that they had ﬁm
the verbal consent of Moha-
mmedan Sportin Club.
Abahani Krira Chakra and
Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira
Chakra to go on with their
Move.

‘We want the Dhaka
Stadium from May 20 for hold-
ing the meet', demanded
Manik of his DMFA counter-
part Mozammel Huq Mukta
who, however, made no com-
mitment to provide FPWA the
slot in the all-purpose Dhaka
Stadium.

But with the BCCB occupy-
ing the Dhaka Stadium for
holding different events. the
aloresaid tourney, if possible.
can only be arranged next
month after the completion of
the season's cricket calendar,

Office cricket

Partex win
opener
Sports Reporter

Last year's runners up par-
tex Group began their office
cricket league campaign on a
promising note when they
trouncéd Eastern Bank by 10
wickets in their ulfr:ning grou
a encounter at the City Clu
ground, Mirpur }resterdalg.

Winning the toss, Partex
invited their counterparts to
bat first and booked them for
12] in 39 overs.

Shovon (22]) and Rafiqul
(21) ,were the leading scorers
for the bankers.
 Left-arm spinner Saifullah
Khah Jem captured three
wickets for Partex while Igbal
took two wickets.

In reply, Partex Group
reached home (124) in 14
overs with both their openers
Zahid Razzak Masum and San-
war Hossain unbeaten on 62
and 56 respectively.

22nd national
cricket on

The 22nd national cricket
championship _bclgan at five
different venues of the country
yesterday, Reports BSS.

In all, 44 teams including
four universities, are taking
part in six groups.

On the opening day, Gazipur
beat Manikganj by 16 runs at
the Dhanmondi Club ground.

Gazipur scored 116 in 32.3
overs with Igbal making 34.

Dipak of Manikganj dis-
played a brilliant performance
claiming five wickets for just
16 Including a hattrick. Biplob
took two for 11.

Manikganj., in reply, were
all out for 100. Shamir of
Gazipur also captured five
wickets for 27 while RanEa
and al-Mamun took two wick-
ets each for seven and 25 runs

respectively.

In the other match at
Comilla, Chandpur beat
Noakhali by 27 runs.

Chandpur scored 162 in
36.1 overs. Noakhali, in reply,
were all out for 135 in 40.1
OVETS, '

HRISTO STOICHKOV

his devasdtating left feot can

answer all of Bulgaria's problems.

a junior with a Bu
Division side in his home town
of Plovdiv

After a number of moves,
the turning point in his career
came in | when he scored
an outstanding goal for CSKA
in a Cup Winner' Cup semifinal
against Barcelona at the Nou

L

Jtu ‘diamond strike” so im-
pressed the Catalans' coach
Johan Cruyffl that he decided
to sigh him.

As well as hﬁ]:llng Barcelona
itft the Champions Cup he also
layed a major part in their
our consecutive champi-
onships from 199]-94 before
— almost inevitably — falling
out with Cruyfl who. of all peo-
ple, he ac&lﬁd of being jeal-
ous of his t.

A gregarious and generous
man, his attitude is direct,
sometimes biting and often
misunderstood,

With another ble move
on the cards, Stoichkov will be
cager to do well in England.
The finals pose a new chal-
lerige to his competitive and
temperamental character.

'Gica' — a gifted gimmick

BUCHAREST,
(Reuter) | Romania come o
the European Championships
with two inspirational leaders.
One is Gheorghe Hagi, the
other is his Barcelona team-
mate Gheorghe Popescu.

While Hagi has grabbed the
limelight with his blistering
gacc and trickery on the

anks, Popescu — known uni-
versally as Gica-remains more
enigmatic.

After a decade in the game,
everl he sometimes seems un-
sure if he plays best as
sweeper or midfielder®

He often looked out of place
during his brief spell in Eng-
land with Tottenham Hotspur.
baffled by the rough and tum-

El Salvador
hold Bolivia

WASHINGTON. May 6: Two
goals in the first 25 minutes
accounted for all the scoring a
Bolivia and El Salvador drew 1-
l in an exhibition game Sun-
day, reports AP.

Chicho Suarez. on loan from
DC United of Major League
Soccer, scored in the sixth
minute for Bolivia. Marlon Me-
drano netted for El Salvador in
the 25th.

The game. which served as
a fund-raiser for charities in
the two Latin American couu..-
tries, drew 20,000 fans to
Robert F Kennedyw Stadium.
Neither team was at full
strength — Bolivia's Marco
Etcheéverry and El Salvador's
Daniel De Oliveira and Raul
Diaz Arce both travelled with
DC United for Sunday's game
against Los Angeles.

Bolivia returns to RFK next
month to play the United

May 6

States in a US Cup game on
June 12,
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ble of the English game. !

His one memorable contri-
butien for Tottenham was a
fine goal he scored against
arch-rivals Arsenal in a 1-0 win
in the north London der in
January last year. Apart from
that his time in England is al-
ready becoming a distant

memory.
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Now he is returning to Eng-
land where he enjoyed just
minimal success as a club
player.

But with Barcelond — and.
Romania — fans see a very dif-
ferent Popescu. Pressing for-
ward from the edge of his own
box for Barcelona, he looks
like one of the most assured
and cunfident players on the s
world state, He displays the
same kind of authority for his
national side.

Pepescu's first five years —
a‘part from a brief spell of
“forced labour” at what was
then the communist army side
Steaua Bucharest — were spent
at Universitatea Cralova.

There he earned his reputa-
tion for remarkable endurance
and apparent immunity to in-
juries or poor form.

i

The Dutch caught sight of
him at the 1990 World Cup in
Italy, and shortly afterwards he
signed for PSV Eindhowven -
where he was an instant hit
and proved the rfect re-
placement for Ronald Koeman.

Then came the mid-season
move to Ossie Ardiles’ Spurs
sile where he failed to shine.

Within months Ardiles was
sacked. Popescu fell out of
favour with new boss Gerry
Francis, and before the season
was through, Gica was off to
Barcelona, again to replace
Koeman.

Back on the continent he

| has aﬁain settled down quickly

into the swee role and won
the hearts o
manding fans.

At Euro 96 he will revert
back to the midfield, where he
+has won 61 caps for his coun-
try.
" In Romania his nickname is
"Baciul,” or "head shepherd.”
His leadership skills will be
crucial to their prospects in
England.

Plata powers

Guatemala

DIRIAMBA, Hicnrnﬂ\:. May
6: Forward Juan Car Plata
t past Nica a's Juan Orel-
ana in the 27th minute and
ave Guatemala 1-0 victory in
e first leg of their World Cup
qualifying series Sunday. re-
poris AP.

Guatemala hosts the return
leg of the CONCACAF Central
American zoné series on Fri-
day. The winner of the series
advances to the semifinal
round of CONCACAF qu :

After Plata's goal. the first
hall continued with a tight
Nicaraguan defence against an
aggressive Guatemalan attack.

Barcelona's de-
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WOULD A HUGE FOUN-
A DOG INSPIRE PEOPLE TO
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: U equals W

is a substitution in which one

letter stands for another, If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short

mdslmﬂmdsuimmmrudﬂh
locating vowels. Solution is eTror.



