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Niser FM steps down: vyer roreign
Minisler Mohamed Bazo stepped down Sunday lor
personal reasons. the ruling military junta announced, AFFP
reports from Niamey. . :

He was replaced by Higher Education and Research Minis-
ter Andre Salifou, whose former post was given 1o a new ¢n-
trant 1o the cabinet, Hamidou Harouma Sidikou Government
spokesman Inoussa Ousseini told state television that Bazoum
wanted to become more invelved in politics ahead of

promised elections. L

N Korean FM ends Libya tour:

North Korean Foreign Minister Kim Young Nam left Libya on
Sunday, ending a five day visit designed to sirengthen
bilateral relations the offictal Jana News Agency reported. AFP
says from Tripoli. .

Kim indicated before his departure that his talks had dealt
with reinforcing ties between Pyongyang and Tripoli, which
share antagonism towards the United States He reasserted
"North Korea's support for the Libyan people in their coura-
geous struggle against all imperialist and colonial plots" — a
reference to intprnational sanctions against Libya, imposed in
1992 for its alleged support of terrorism

Sicilz;s top Mafia boss held: -

reputed Mafia boss. accused in the murder of a
Communist Party official. was arrested Sunday after four years
in hiding. authorities said. AP reports from Palermo

Police arrested Salvatore Cucuzza, 49 in an apartment
here. He did not resist. Mafia in formers have identified Cu
cuzza as the boss of downtown Palermo and a member ol the
high command structure of La Cosa Nostra. the ANSA, news
agency said. :

2 tons of hashish seized in Russia:

Customs agents in northeastern Russia seized nearly two tons
of hashish being transported from Afghanistan to the
Netherlands, officials said Sunday. AP reports from Moscow

The state customs office told the ITAR-Tass news agency
that 1,739 kilograms (3.833 pounds) of the drug were hidden
in the double walls of a container filled with alfalfa seeds. The
hashish was packed in plastic bags and labeled as shampoo,
the report said

Landslide kills 5 in Colombia: .

overnight landslide caused by heavy rains destroyed homes
and killed at least five people in Colombia's southwest, a
rescue official said on Sunday. Reuter reports from Bogota

A Red-Cross spokesman said the landslide had left about
110 people homeless in the isolated hamlet of Danubio, nes
tled in the country's western mountain range or Cordilliera
occidental. "The figures are preliminary because we have yet
to reach the area,” he said.

New cabinet formed in Spain:

Spain's new Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar on Sunday
announced a youthful new cabinet of 14 ministers most ol
them members of his Popular Party (PP). after taking his oatls
of office before King Juan Carlos. AFPgeports from Madrid

The cabinet has an average age of only 46. and includes
four women — a record for Spain. [ts aim will be Spanish par
ticipation in single European currency Aznar's swearing-in
ceremony at the Zarzuela Palace on Sumday marked the end of
13 vears of socialist rule. -
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6 Russians die from gas poisoning:
Six workers at a tractor factory in the Ural Mountains died ot
gas poisoning while repairing a sewer. the [TAR-Tass news
agency reported Monday. AP says from Chelyabinsk Russia.

Three rescuers also were hospitalised with gas poisoning
while extricating the bodies from the sewer, located under
the Chelyabinsk factory's central heating station,

" Chandrika asks judge to help end doctors strike

Tamil guerillas wiped out an
army

and seriously wounding at least

Tamil Eelam (LTTE) fired a

at the foot

the sources said. Three others

and
inside their armoured

Tigers kill 15 soldiers |
in Battacaloa district_

COLOMBO, May 6: Rebel An army lieutenant was
killed and a captain and a sol
patrel in eastern 5ri

Lantka today. killing 15 soldiers Tigers of Tamil

ambushed
four others, official sources

here said, reports AFP. patrol. the officials said. The
Gunmen from the sepa- rebels hit a unicorn troop car-
ratist Liberation Tigers of rier bringing in the rein-

forcements with a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade. they said,

AP add, A retired supreme
court judge will try to settle a
nationwide strike by thousands
of doctors in state-run hospi-
tals which has crippled Sri
Lanka's health-care system. an
official said Monday.

Judge OSM Seneviratne has
heen appointed by President
Chandrika Kumaratunga to
mediate. Health minister Mo-
hamumad Fowzie has so far re-
lused 1o negotiate.

heavy barrage of small arms
and rocket propelled grenades

[paiml in Punani,
killing 12 soldiers on the spot,
were killed when they at-
tempted to rescue the patrol,
"The Tigers fired rockets at
army reindorcements.” a de-
fence source said. "An officer
two soldiers were killed
car
which went to the aid of the
troops under attack."

International

8 more ki_l_led In Eolls violence, arms factories unearthed

Cong (I) issues stern warning
against dissident minister

officlals and news reports said

NEW DELHI, May 6: India’s « Rao, the Congress Presi Karunakaran's comments
ruh:tﬁctuu ess (I) Party ral- dent. himself ruled out a suc caused m the opposi-
lied behind Prime Minister P cession struggle in the party tion camp and fresh specula-
V Narasimha Rao ahead ol the after the elections tion that Rao t have to go

final crucial round of general ‘Il am clear that | will be at il the Congress fares as

elections Tuesday, issuing a the place where the party widely predicted in the stag-
stern warning (o a minister wanis me " he told reporters gered parliamentary polis
who ed Rao to quit, reports  on board his special aircraft which conclude on Tuesday
AFP _ while returni to the Indian C ess general secr
Eleven lederal ministers  capital today after campaigning B P Maurya issued a stern
and chief ministers of 10 in Kashmir. to Karunakaran late
Congress-ruled states saild ‘1 do not see the possibility saying he might face

alter a hurried closed-door
meeting late Sunday that the
111 -year-eld party had no de-
sire 10 dump Rao after the
polls, irrespective of the out
come. 'In its long history. the

of any succession struggle as
there is no conflict over the
leadership.” he added

Rao's comments came a da
after Industry Minister
Karunakaran stunned the rul-

warning
.:1 X h
"discipiin action” for his
reriiaine 5 Rao.

"Karunakaran will have to
correct his ways before it is
too late,” Maruya told the
United News of India (UNI)

Indian National Congress had ing party by publicly demand- Mews here. "The rank
never deserted ils leader ing that the prime minister and file of are solidly
[Particularly) at a tme of cri- resign as Congress president behind the Congress presi-
sis ~ the lgyalists said 1n a after the balloting. . dent ~

statemnent Karpnakaran a key party Another AP report adds:

New violence hit India ahead
of the last phase of a cnmglaj
election. At least eight peopile
twere killed in clashes between
upper and lower casteg. police
firing and a bomb explosion,

man from the southern state of
Kerala. said Rao was tdblame
for the Congress poor health
because he had been unable to
devote’ time to building - the

party =

There 1s no question of a
change in the leadership
added External Affairs Minis
ter Pranab Mukherjee. a confi
dant of the 4 vear-old
premier

.

Four people of a private
of upper-caste landlords

in eastern Bihar state were
shot and killed by suspected
communist activists on Sunday
All the victims were from the
Ranbir Seha. the army that

landlords formed tWo years ago

ked by local commu-

The clash occurred in Bho-
jpur distriect, an arefa where
voting is scheduled to be held
on

to ﬂﬂt low-caste people, who
are bac
nists

Hce, have
g illegal
ar-ested

Meanwhile
dismantled a stri
gun factories an

thousands in the run to the
iﬁmﬂnnu

final phase of federal
in this crime-prone Indian
state. police said Sunday.
A police spokesman said in
this eastern state that at least
14 "under " arms facto-
ries in Mugyar distriet were
raided

dier wounded when Liberation
Eelam rebels
reinforcements
which rushed to the aid of the
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Rl Thackeray (2nd L) chief of the militant Hindu Shiv S8ena (Shiva's Army) 4 political ally of
the ruling party in the state of Maharashtra and India's main opposition the Bharatiya -
Janata Party (BJP), listens to BJP candidate Pramod Majalan (standing) as he campaigns
for BJP candidates, and son Udhav (seated C), who 1s tipped to takeover as the chief of Shiv
Sena party from his father, on the last day of campaign period in north Bombay en Sunday.

Other seated are unidentified candidates. — AFP/UNB photo

US, Syrian confidence crisis
threatens ME peace process

hacked by the United States
allected "Washington's credi-
bility with Syria. because of the

"How can the United States
fill this role while it is Flvm
Israel military, politica mg

DAMASCUS. May € A crisis
of confidence surtaced this
weekend between the United

States. the sponsor of the blatant Amencan bias in favour diplomatic support? This atti-

Middle East peace process. of 1srael,” he added. tude is casting a shadow over

and Syria, one of its key play- Syria. which deploys the credibility of US policy” in

ers. reporis AFFP. 35.000 troops in Lebanon the Middle East., the newspa-
US Secretary of State War- where it has a strong influ- per added.

ren Christopher expressed .ence. played a pivotal role in The government daily

Tishrin. meanwhile, said Is-
raeli Prime Minister Shimon
Peres had been "handsomel

rewarded” with a series of mil-
itary cooperation accords with
Washington while "the blood of
the Cana martyrs is still fresh."

doubt over the capacity of Syr-
ian President Hafez al-Assad to
advance Syrias peace talks
with Israel because of his “fear
and suspicion.” while Damas-
cus questioned Washington's
role as honest broker in the

diplomatic efforts to negotiate
the ceasefire agreement which
went into effect on April 27.
Its ruling coalition. the Na-
tional - Progressive Front
headed by Assad, issued a
statement late Sunday sayin

negotiations. Washington's support for Israe Tishrin was refe to the
"A crisis of confidence has  “contradicted its role as the 102 refugees killed en Is-

erupled between Damascus  main sponsor of peace.” raeli shells hit, a UN base in

and Washington” because of Is- .  The official Syrian newspa- Cana in South Lebanon.

rael's Operation Grapes of per Ath-Thwra made the same "These cooperation accords

wrath against Hezbollah charge. "Americans new sup-  help defend Israel's terrorist -

guerillas in Lebanon, a Western  port %m' Israel does not txacgy _policies and allow if to use US

security services to commit
more terrorist acts,” the paper
added.

correspond to its role of im-
partial and honest broker.” it
said,

diplomat in the Syrian capital
said
The

|6-day olfensive,

8 Nepali migrant
in Kashmir
SRINAGAR (india), May 6:
}jjnigmt&:d ml]:}‘lnfl shot
ea e t N migrant
workers in the :r?ruhlrd ril;rth-
;:;rl; ll::d of Kashmir. Indian
ce toda
Additional cre uty Inspec-
tor-General of Police Ashok
Kumar Suri told Reuters that
10 Nepallis working as stone
crushers were abducted by

militants at around midnight
on Suhday near Srinagar,

summer capital of J and
Kashmir state.
Eight of the ant work-

ers were found dead In a vil-
lage near an, about 10 km
southeast of agar, on Mon-
day morning. Surl said. The

other two esca . one suffer-
ing bullet wounds,
Three civilians were

wounded In central Srinagar
on Monday morning when a
grenade thrown by suspected
separatist militants exploded
near a vehicle belo to se-
curity forces, police .

A second grenade exploded
outside the local headquarters
of the State Bank of India on
Srinagar's crowded residency
road, leaving a crater in the
road, witnesses said.

80 drown as boat -
capsizes in Sierr
Leone :

FREETOWN, May 6. More
than 80 people drowned off
the coast ef Sierra Leone today
when a boat carrying market
traders capsized, rescuers and
survivors said. reports Reuter.

in a special drive.

———m

Hospital sources said at °

least B6 bodies had been re-
covered after the accident,
which occurred near Lungi
outside the capital Freetown.
Survivors said about 200
E:uple were crammed' on
ard the boat. Panic set in
when the engine failed early in
the mnrml:ﬁ
Many those on board
WEere women. Survivors said
Eht};kr;Ei: travelling fo
o1 . the capital of neigh-
hl:!url.rlf Guinea. i e
Refugees from renewed,
civil war in neighbouring
Liberia have been travelling to
Sierra Leone by sea to escape
lighting.

Gandhi's grahdsoh
appointed envoy
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Aperican pop singer Michged Jackson sulutes (ans as he
arrives in Monte-Carlo on Sunday. Jackson will be given a
World Music Award Wednesday in Monaco for his all-time
best-selling album, “thriller”, and a second as "Best Singer

of the Year”. — AFP/UNB photo

' L
Queen's austerity!

LONDON: In a fresh to reduce costs, Queen Eliza-
beth H is cutting back on a valuable, penturies-old perk for
royal staff housing subsidiged by the taxpayer, reports AP.

Some 45 of the 260 so-called “grace and favour” apart-
ments scattered thr several royal palaces will not be re-
allocated when the present incumbents leave their posts,
Buckingham Palace confirmed Sunday.

For centuries. royal staffl have been accommodated in
homes at the royal at low rents.

Most of these homes are in Buckingham Palace. Kensing-
ton Palace. St James's Palace and Hampton Court in London
a.ndt:i‘,whﬂmrﬂm&. the queen's weekend home west of the
capital.

Buckingham Palace has been stung by criticism that the
taxpayer is funding a large entourage.

By virtue of their positions, most of those who receive ac-
commodation need to be near at hand. " said a palace
spokesman. "Not all are private secretaries — there are
drivers and police officers as well.” :

The spokesman said in line with civil service rules, royal

employees pay 16.7 per cent of their salaries in rent. Th
pay aJJV utility bills, he P;m_ i

Men would want to kiss
you, nothing more

~ LONDON: It's the perfect scent for the wrists and neck. In
fact, about all it's good for is the wrists and neck, r s AP.

"Any man would want to kiss a woman wearing this — but
would go no further.” promised Dame Barbara Cartland of a
new scent created to mark her-95th birthday this July. -

Cartland, once listed by the Guinness Book of Records as
the best-selling writer ever, averages 23 romance novels a
year. They extol feminine virtue and manly ideals — but
mainly feminine virtue.

Cartland, who is also step-grandmother to Princess Diana.
commissioned "Scent of Romance” from John Bailey, a British
perfumer. \

'l asked John to create this for me because women today
cannot buy a scent that smells like they used to,” she said.
These de}rs perfumes hardly smell at all and they are so ex-
pensive.

Especially app was the recent trend towards unisex
scerds. "Woman should be like women and men like men.”
Cartland said. | -

Bailey described the scent as "classic, oriental, sophisti-
cated and lnng—laatjﬁ." e

The scent, priced at 9.95 pounds (dirs 14.95) per 30
milliliters (one fluid ounce), 1 be available only tﬂ:ough
mail order. Cartland will direct her share of the profits to her
favourite charities. . :

Lebanon, Syria reject US 1 Ta]ks between Pakistan,

to South Africa

proposed S-nation truce
monitoring group

BEIRUT, May 6: Lebanon
and Syria have rejected a US
blueprint for a five-nation
monitoring group to oversee a
ceasefire that halted Israel's
16-day bombing offensive
against Hezbollah guerillas,
overnment officials said Mon-

ay, reports AP,

The officials. who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
the decision was reached in
summit talks over the week-
end between Presidents Hafez
Assad of Syria and Elias Hrawd
of Lebanon in the Syrian port
city of Latakia.

The monitoring group was
part of the understanding me-
diated by US Secretary of State
Warren Christopher in a week
of shuttle diploma in the
Middle East to stop ae Israeli-
Hezbollah war.

Over 1,000 LRA
rebels enter
Uganda

KAMPALA, May 6: More
than 1,000 Lord's Resistance
Army (LRA) rebels enterad
Uganda from Sudan last .
reported the local newspaper
gl; Monitor Today, says Xin-

Most of them is now en-

camped In Padwat area about
64 kilometres west of Kitgum,

ggithcrn Uganda, the paper
A villager from the area was

quoted as saying that the
rebels are heavily armed and
dressed 151;1:111' battle fatigues,
roaming ir villa and ad-
dressing ballies. =

He said the rebels who
favour the presidential candi-
date Paul

are awaiting the outcome of

the May presidential elections. .

ree say they

The accord stipulates that a
committee be formed of rep-
resentatives of the United
Slates, France, Syria. Lebanon
and Israel to monitor ceasefire
violations on South Lebanon's
border with northern Israel.

A Lebanese official said As-
sad and Hrawi feel Washington
wanted the agreement to be
structured in a way that could
jeopardise a Iramework for
other peace talks with Israel
by Lebanon and Syria.

They both insist that the
committee be formed of com-
petent securily officers from
the five nations with headquar-
ters at the lLebanese border
town of Naquoura, the cofm-
mand base of a UN pgacekeep-
ing force in the region, the of-
ficial said. .

France, whose Foreign
Minister Herve de Charette
made parallel shuttles to
Christopher's 1o broker the Is-
rael-Hezbollah truce. has pro-
posed Geneva as a headquar
ters for ‘the monitoring group.
the official said.

The official said Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri
and Foreign Minister Faris

Bweiz were to visit Damascus
on Monday evening for talks
with Syrian government lead-
ers on how to siructure the
committee.

Hariri and Bweiz were leav- -

ing after talks in Beirut with
Italian Foreign Minister Susana
Agnelli on European Union
reconstruection aid to Lebanon
in the wake of the Israeli on-
slaught. ' :
Lebanon suffered more than
500 million dollars werth of
destruction during the latest
conflict, economists in Beirut
estimmate, alfhough a govern-
ment-ap ointed committee to
survey the damage has not yet
come up :

Former Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega |

s

‘ ._ i ! i

L) speaks to supporters at the Sandinista

Pk

Congress on Sunday in Managua, Nicaragua, as his wife Rosario (R) listens. Ortega was
nominated to be the National Sandinista Liberation Front (FSLN) candidate for president in
the 20 October general elections.

— AFP/UNB photo

| a count

NEW DELHI. May 6: A
dson of Mohandas Gandhis
as been appointed ambas-
sador to South Africa, where
the Indian independence
leader began to champion civil
rights nearly a ®ntury ago. re-
ports AP.

Gopal Gandhi now in the
Indian embassy in London, will
soon leave for his new job in
Johannesburg, a Foreign Min-
istry spokesman said Monday.

"I am naturally thrilled
about the prospect of going to
: where my grandfa-
ther made such a lormidable
reputation and where my fa-
ther was born." Gopal Gandhi
was quoted as saying Monday
by the Press Trust of India
Nnews agency. \

His father, Devdas, was born
in Durban ' in 1900 where
Gandhi was practicing law.
Three other grandchildyen of
the man India calls "the Ma-
hatma” live in South Africa.
One is a member 'of parliament
for the African National Con-

gress.

ISLAMABAD, May 6: Talks
between two uneasy neigh-
bours opened Monday in Is-
lamabad almost nine months
after a mob ransacked Pak-
istan's Emb in the Afghan
capital of Kabul. killing ene
persorr and badly beating sev-
eral others, including the am-
bassador, reports AP.

The talks between Pakistan
and Afghanistan follow a formal
apology from President
Burhanuddin Rabbani's gov-
ernment in Kabul and a
promise to compensate Pak-
istan.

“] think the agenda is fairly
public. It's going to be both
compensation and the possi-
bility of a road link,” said Gul
Hanif, a spokesman for Pak-
istan's Foreign Ministry.

Last September a mob of
several thousand Jxﬂﬁk COml-
plcte]{ destroyed the grey
stone buildings of the Pakistan
Embassy set on a spra

:’5- [

tate smack in the middle of
"Kabul. i

As they wielded their clubs
and their burming troches, the
mob chanted slogans accusing
Pakistan of supporting Rab-
bani's biggest rival, the Tal-
iban, an army of former semi-
narians turned guerilla fight-
ers.
Pakistan's relations with
anistan, which is mired in
a bitter civil war that has gone
on, for four years, soured
shortly after the Taliban en-
tered the fray in 1994.

Rabbani, whose soldiers
control the capital of Kabul,
accuse Pakistan of and
training the Taliban. Pakistan
has enied the charge
although there are many in
the administration who sympa-
thise with them.

. About 5000 Taliban soldiers
are deployed on the outskirts
of Kabul and daily they lob
rockets into the city.

Yeltsin may offer top posts to opponents for quitting race

MOSCOW, May 6: Amid
mounting appeals for a com-
romise to avoid violence fol-
owing Russia's presidential
elections, President Boris
Yeltsin might be planning to
offer his opponents top gov-
ernment posts if they abandon
the race, reports AP,

Or, he might exploit those
appeals to postpone the elec-

tions altogether.
Yeltsin's influential per-
sonal security chief, Gen.

Alexander Korzhakov, said in
an interview published Sunday
that he favours postponing the
June 16 vote because #t could
prampt civic unrest,

“Il we have elections there
is no way of avoiding a fight."
he told The Observer newspa-
per of London. "A lot of influ-
ential people are in favour of -

stponement and I'm in
avour of it too because we
need stability.” .

Korzhakov told the Interfax
news agency Sunday that this
is hissown opinion and should
not be identiflied with the
views of the president.

Yeltsin denies that he
wants the vote postponed, yet
the idea might be too tempting
to ignore,

Independent polls show
Yeltsin running neck-and-neck
with his communist rival,
Gennady Zyuganov, who is rid-
ing a wave ol popular discon-
tent with the painful market
reforms and Russia's political
and economic disarray. But re-
liable sources say secret Krem-
lin-commissioned polls indi-
cate Zyuganov's victory by a
large margin.

| h}( similar appeals from a group
0

The idea of postponing the
vote, if it takg‘; Evﬁléilﬂ‘apnmgE will
likely be based on recent Ko-
rzhakov-style warnings that
e¢lections 'in deeply polarized
Russia could only bring civil
war, regardless of the winner.

The first appeal was issued
last month 3 leading busi-
nessmen, who urged Yeltsin
and ganov to seek "serious
mutual concessions,” followed

three academicians, the
Cossacks' Union and one of
Yeltsin's challengers, Alexan-
der Lebed.

Korzhakov suggested that
some deal was possible with
the Communists, an indication
that Yeltsin could offer them
government posts. ¢

So far, Zyuganov shows lit-
tie willingness for any com-

promise, not to speak of a
stpongment of the election.
e sald Sunday that Yeltsin

"mudt be accountablé for his

actions and face re-election.”

Still, he met with the wor-
ried businessmen and held ne-
gotiations last week behind
closed doors with Prime Min-
ister Viktor Chernemyrdin. On
Sunday, he said he does neét
exclude a meeting with the
president soon. ,

Zyuganov wants a televised
debate with Yeltsin to air their
positions and agree on ways to
ensure peace during and after
the elections.

Yet his conditions include
curbing presidential powers
and enhancing the role of the
current, mainly hard-line par
liament, something that would

1

acceptable for

hardly be

- Yeltsin.

These very issues were at
the heart of a political strug-
gle that forced Yeltsin to dis-
band the old Russian parlia-
ment and escalated into the
October 1993 bloodshed in
Moscow.

Meanwhile, Yeltsin also
appears to be seeking a differ-
LNt compromise.

On Sunday. he met with
one rival, economist Grigory

- Yavlinsky, who denied that any

deals were struck during their
two-hour, 15-minute talks.

Yavlinsky said he advised
Yeltsin to make major changes
in his Cabinet and presidential
staff but no specific names
were discussed. Yavlinsky said
he has no plans to join

Yeltsin's team or remove his
own name from the ballot.

"l was asked what | want,
and | answered that | want to
win the elections”, Yavlinsky
said Sunday night on indepen-
dent NTV's news programme

I :

mqht presidential press ser-
vice, however, said they dis-
cussed a possible uniti of
democratic-minded candidates
to prevent a political and eco-
nomic setback in Russia,

The respected daily lzvestia
in Sunday's edition that Yeltsin
planned to make "most serious
Hrnpﬂsals" to Yaviinsky. "The

rst and only idea that comes
to mind is the prime minis-
ter's post in exchange for sup-
Poﬂ rom Yaviinsky's voters
Zvestia wrote.



