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WB report on Bangladesh

Educating mothers
key to increasing
school attainment

From Govinda Shil

WASHINGTON, May 5: Edu-
cating mothers is the si
most important factor in
Bangladesh's school attain-
ment, says a World Bank re-
port.

The report on Education
Achieveménts and School
Efficiency in Rural Bangladesh'
said a one-year increase in a
mother's education over the
current aver of one-year in-
creases school participation of
boys by 11 per cent and girls
by 17 per cent. However, a
one-year increase in a father's
education from the existing
three-year average increases
bovs' participation by 3 per
cent and the girls by 4 per
cent. the re revealed.

Prepar by Shahidur R
Khandker in March this year,
the report, based on 'General
Education Project (1990])" and
the "Female Secondary School
Assistance Project (1992).°
said the government might in-
fluence schooling outcomes by
providing direct inputs to the
school system and developing

infrastructure in the rural area.

Terming the mnti as
'key players’ in rmining
h outcomes it said im-

S
proved water supply and sani-
tation facilities also have an
indirect effect on a child's
schooling outcomes. "The ef-
fect's especially important for
ris, who are often responsi-
le for the care of the family
members who are ill." said the

report.
Emphasising teachers’ edu-
cation that improves the

school attainments, the report
also suggested recountment of
more female teachers. better-
trained and educated teachers,
better water and sanitation
facilities, rural electrification
and irrigation.

. It h.:llg the mean value of
ouse assels, to
a survey ir, 29 Uunu%.
Khulna. Chittagong and Raj-
shahi regions. {8 around
one lakh for boys' families
while Tk 96,000 for girls' fam-
flies.

Indian troops fire on UN
observers in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. May 5: Indian
troops along the contested
Kashmir border fired on sev-
eral civilians and two United
Nations military observers in
Pakistan, state-run media re-
ported today, says AP,

The UN officials were not
injured in the firing, but five
civilians suffere minor
wounds, The Associated Press
ol Pakistan reported.

Official from the United
Nations Military Observers

Group in India and Pakistan
would not immediately com-
ment,

According to the news re-
Rort. the UN observers were in
ashmir investigating an al-
leged ceasefire violation near
the disputed border. The re-
port did not say when the in-
cident took place.

The UN .observers were
fired on near Jabra Bridge,
about 170 kilometers ll%ﬂ
miles) north of the Pakistani
capital Islamabad, the report
said.

Pakistan has filed thousands
of complaints against Indian

border troops. accusing them
of firing indiscriminately
lnlflruu the Kashmir ceasefire

e.

The rt did not identify
the UN officers, but said one
was from Uruguay and the
other from Finland.

Pakistan and India have
fought two of three wars over
Kashmir, which was divided
between them shortly after the
subcontinent won indepen-
dence from British rule in
1947.

A spate of cross border fir-
ings earlier this year height-
ened tensions between the ri-
val South Asia countries.

In February, Indian troops
hit a Pakistani mosque with a
Russian-made rocket, killing at
least 19 Eeoplc. A week of in-
tensive border clashes fol-
lowed that incident.

Outside observers, includ-
ing the Central Intelligence
Agency, say simmering hostili-
ties in Kas have raised the
risk of another confrontation
in South Asia.
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Chechen women shout anti-Russian slogans holding the portrait of late Dzokhar
demanding the withdrawal of Russian troops from
Yurt, 15km from Grozny on May 4.

——
-

Dudayev,

Chechnya during a rally in Mesker-

— AFP pheto

Polls in Kashmir a

must for peace: Rao

JAMMU, India. May 5:
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao of India vowed today to
complete this month's elec-
tions from Jammu-Kashmir
despite ‘interference by Pak-
istan’ in the return of demo-
cratic rule to the northern
state, reports AP. .

It was the [irst visit by a
prime minister te the state
since the Muslim campaign for
independence began in 1989.
India and Pakistan have fought
three wars over the Himalayan
territory.

Winding up an election
campaign in Jammu for this
month's general elections, Rao
said he did not rule out "more
mischief by Pakistan in Jammu
and Kashmir to thwart the

poll.”
Arrest warrant

against filmstar
Raj Babbar

LUCKNOW, May 5: A city
court today issued arrest war-
rant against Samajwadi Party
(SP) candidate from Lucknow
“filmstar Raj Babbar" for al-
!eﬁtdl}r assaulting the polling
ofticer of Sultanpur-Madari
polling booth in old Lucknow
area on May two, reports PTI,

The duty magistrate also is-
sued warrant against an SP ac-
tivist, Dr Arvind Singh. Police
said both the accused who
were named in the FIR lodged
with the Uaﬂrgurg police sta-
tion, were absconding.

‘Nor'wester
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Meanwhile, six to seven
light or moderate nor'westers
are likely to lash Rajshahi,
Dhaka divisions and the re-
gions of Comilla and Sylhet
during the current month,
weathermen predicted.

A Met Office forecast said in
Dhaka today that one to two
light or moderate nor'wester is
also likely elsewhere across
the country.,

Ome of two depression may
also form over the Bay during
the period, of which one may

turn to cyclone, the forecast

added.

Some parts of Sylhet divi-
sioh may experience flash
flood in the second half of the
current month.

Met Office forecast the

_ highest 350-450 mm rain in
Sylhet division in the current
month. Chittagong may have
270-320 mm rain, Barisal 250-

Jammu-Kashmir is a Mus-
lim-dominated area whose
Hindu king decided to sta
with India when the Britis
carved out Pakistan in 1947,
which was the beginning of the
problems.

The balloting in Jammu-
Kashmir will be s ered over
three days, be May 23,
to enable hundreds of thou-
sands of troops to be moved to
the state to provide security to
candidates and voters.

Today, Rao said "elections
are a must for peace and pros-
gtrit}' in the state. Even the

est in the president's rule
cannot substitute for a demo-
cratic set up." The state gov-
ernment was dismissed in
1989 when the insurrection
flared and since then the state
has been administered by New
Delhi.

Rao, like earlier prime min-
isters, did not visit Srinagar,
the summer capital where
guerillas are active. Jammu is a
relatively safe area dominated
by Hindus. The Kashmir Valley
is nearly all Muslim.

Rao said despite the possi-
bility of violence, the election

rocess should not be derailed.

o accused Pakistan of using
guerillas to launch a proxy war
against India.

4 more killed in

l.ankan violence

COLOMBO, May 5: At least
four people were killed in two
separate confrontations be-
tweern government troops and
Tamil Tiger rebels, a military
official said today, reports AP.

A soldier was killed and two
others were injured when the
guerillas attacked Saturday a
military outpost in Kodika-
mam, a village in the northern
peninsula that was recently
captured by the military, said
Major Tilak Dunuwille, a mili-
tary spokesman.

Soldier fought back and re-
pulsed the attack. Guerilla
causalities were not immedi-
a known, he said.

e military launched a
fresh offensive 19, push-
ing toward the rebel-held
Tenmaradchi and Vadama-
rachchi areas in the eastern
section of the la.

But the offenstve has come
to a standstill as soldiers
struggle to cope with tens of
. thousands of civillans retumn-
::1115 to their homes in Jaffna

Meanwhile, in eastern Sri
Lanka, rebels attacked a police

300, Dhaka 220-270, Rajshahi ost in Toppur wvill in th
145-170 and Khulna division ncumﬂegpélim'lct ll:tu.t"n:lil;v::,
120-130 mm rain during the killing one policeman and in-
period, juring another.
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The Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC), Mohammad
Abu Hena, yesterday reiterated
his call to all political parties
to extend their whole-hearted
cooperation to the Election
Commission (EC) in holding

the coming June 12 general
elections in a free and fair at
here.

In an interview with BSS, at
the Election Commission Sec
retariat, Hena said the political
parties had a great role and re-
upﬂﬂllhﬂit{ in conducting free
and fair elections to fulfil the
expectations of the people.

"Political parties as the
stake-holders in the elections
should have to play their due
role at levels of the lead-
ers and the workers to ensure
free and fair elections.,” he
added.

The CEC referred to the
measures taken so far by the
government and the Commis-
sion to ensure free and fair
polls and said things have
started improving following
these measures. He. however.
suggested a few more concrete
measures to create congenial
atmosphere mainly related to
law and order situation.

In this connection, Hena
identified two important steps
to be accomplished by the po-
litical parties for holding fair
and free elections. These are —
public’ pronouncement by all
political parties that they will
abide by the Code of Conduct
of elections and secondly pub-
lic pronouncement that they
have no connections with ter-
rorists or armed cadres.

The CEC said such pro-
nouncements by the political
parties are very vital for ensur-
ing free and fair elections.

The CEC referred to the
Frrat enthusiasm hﬂn%.:lm
w all political parties about the
coming elections and sald such
enthusiasm is itself a great
deterrent against terrorism
and armed influence in the
elections

He. however, said there is
no room for complacency In
the Election Commission. As
such, the government as well
as the Election Commission
had been taking necessary
measures to hold the election
in a free and fair a here.

The CEC sald the Election
Commission would not hesitate
to take any action to maintain
the neutrality of the adminis-
tration for conducting the
elections. In this connection,
he hoped that the government
officials to be entrusted with
the election duty would per-
form their duties freely and
fairly in order to make the
good use of the golden oppor-
tunity of holding a credible and
meaningful election to raise
Lthe image of the country as
well as recover the losses.

Replying to a question, the
CEC expressed his satisfaction
over the substantial improve-
ment of law and order situa-
tion, particularly in the Dhaka
metropolitan area, with the
recovery of unauthorised arms
and arrest of armed terrorists.

He said the government
had given stress on the recov-
ery ot unauthorised arms and
arrest of maastans and terror-
Ists in order to regain people's
confidence for free and fair
elections. He said a law and
order committee headed by
the Home Secretary was moni-
toring the progress of the

Law and order in city has
improved: CEC

drive against illegal arms and
terrorists

lying to another ques-
tion, the C said the Code of
Conduct of elections for the
contending political parties
and candidates was framed on
the basis of consensus of the
political

the provision of bann the
use of religious places for
election campaign. the CEC
referred to Article 73(4) and
Article 77(1). C and (D) of the
Representation of the People's

Order and said these provi-
sions had already prohibited
and discour the use of re-

ligion and places of worship
for election purposes

About the progress of the
preparations I6r the coming
elections, Hena saild “the
things are progressing well "
and expressed the hope that
the situation would further
improve in future

In addition to taking neces
sary measures for the elec-
tions., the Election Commis-
sion had decided to form one
election observer's team
headed by a class one officer at
the district level.

The Election Commission
had already formed electoral
enquiry committees at the dis-
trict level, he said and added
that the training programme
for the committees would be-
gin soon.

As part of the programme
of the Election Commission.
Hena said it would hold meet-
iIngs with the returning offi-
cers and the district level -
lice administration at the Na-
tional Economic Council audi-
torijum today at 10 am.

Regarding the drupr'ptnl of
ng

Fireman try to extinguish flames of the headquarters of the French bank Credit Lyonnais in
a central Paris neighbourhood after a fire broke out early morning yesterday. ' — AFP photo
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ensuring rule by honest per-

sons saying that the party had

built up a Ernup of honest -
le to establish truth and jus-
Ce.

Steps would be taken so
that eve leads a religious
life and say prayers. Minority
communities would enjoy
freedom to practise their re-
spective religions, according
to the polls manifesto.

Jobs would be ensured for
women as per their qualifica-
tion and they would be allowed
to earn their living as per the
"Shariah”. Repression on
women would be checked.

The party's foreign policy
would reflect Islamic philoso-
phy and the country would play
a 'strong role in saving the
humanity from the clutches of
imperialist countries." :

Relations with Islamic
countries would be "speciall
strengthened” and regiona

roblems would be solved on

e basis of justice, the mani-
festo said.

Armed forces would be
strengthened and equipped
with modern arms and all citi-
zen of 18-40 age groups would
be given "minimum defence
training”. Defence industrial
units would be given priority

defence eﬂui]:mmt quickly.
The adm

Islamic laws and tHe police,

strengthened to ensure their
honesty

s0 that the country becomes
self-sufficient in production of

nistration would
be restructured in the light of

Ansar and VDP would be

Mcdrdlng to the party's

education policy, religious ed-
ucation would emphasised
and student's politics would be
discouraged by encouragihg
development of their careers.

The Jamaat's polls mani-
festo said that the interest sys-
tem would be terminated and
import policy would be framed
to help growth of local indus-
tries. "Tax burden would be re-
laxed and equitable distribu-
tion of wealth would be en-
sured,"” it said.

Jamaat would follow a pol-
icy of "guarded open market
economy” and local Industries
would be protected.

Subsidy will be given to the
agriculture sector and farmers
will be provided with interest-
free loans and 'package incen-
tives’ to help improve their
living standard.

Jamaat would also change
the land tax structure and in-
troduce Islamic laws under its
land reform policy.

Under its industrial policy,
Jamaat would continue privati-
sation of public sector indus-
tries but industries related
with defence and public utility
services would remain under
government ownership.

Abbas Ali Khan, Motiur
Rahman Nizami and other cen-
tral leader of the party were
also present at the press con-
ference.

UNB adds: Replying to a
question, Golam Azam said his
party would not renew the 25-
year treaty with India. Describ-
ing the treaty as "unequal” he
sald: "Some of the clauses of
the treaty are detrimental to
the interest of B adesh"”,

The Jamaat Ameer said his

“Jamaat for Islamic state

party was committed to realis-
ing the legitimate share of the
Ganlfts water for Bangladesh.
e, however, rejected an
ackage deal on the issue al-
owing India to enjoy railway
transit facilities, use of Chit-
tagn’af port and natural gas.

"We want corruption and
interest-free NGOs"”, he told
another questioner.

Asked which party Jamaat
will choose in forming a possi-
ble coalition government after
the election, the party chief
said: "We put candidates to all
300 seats. We'll consider the
matter when the situation

When his attention was
drawn to Awami League's pro-

ramme for repea ln%l the
ested Property Act., Golam
Azam opined that necessary
measures in this respect would
be taken after proper exami-
nation without hampering any-
body's interest. "All cases are
not similar."

He was asked how he eval-
uates the killing of Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman. Golam Azam
said: "we do not support the
politics of killings. We are
against any killing.

Repl;;ing to a question on
monarchy system in the Gulf
states, Azam said it is the duty
of the les of those coun-
tries to establish democracy.
"We only can set an example

establishing an Islamic demo-
cratic lic in Bangladesh."
Replying to yet another

question, he admitted the le-
gality of the 13th constitution
amendment, providing for a
non-party caretaker govern-
ment to hold election.

cludin

Red Cross Day
tomorrow

The World Red Crescent
and Red Cross Day will be ob-
served in the country as else-
where in the world tomorrow.
reports UNB

To mark  the day.
Bangladesh Red Crescent So-
ciety has drawn up an elabo-
rate pr amime

It 8¢ An art com-
petition on Hu for the
children between 6 and 12
at the Crescent Nursing
School at 10 pm on the day.

Eminent artists Quayoom
Chowdhury, Mostafa Monwar

and Rafiqun Nabi will conduct
the competition. ;

Gen Dastagir
joins JP
By Staff Correspondent
Major General (Retd) Kazi

Golam Dastagir joined the
Jau{‘l Party last Earlier
a

he d a meeting with the
arty secretary general Anwar

in Manju at the party of-
fice in the city. according to

press reicase issued last L
Barrister Roushan AH from

BNP. the chief of Islami

Party along with his s,

former Governor of the Lions

Club Fakir Ashraf, Giasuddin

Ahmed, a businessman from

Shariatpur district, also joined
the JP yesterday,
release .

the press

Poets are less
depressed
than writers!

LODNON, May 5: Poets are
crazier than authors or play-
wrights, but less likely to be
come depressed or alcoholics,
a British hiatrist has re

ed. says Reuter

It could be because of the
way their imaginations work,
Dr Felix Post. who wrote the
st in the British Journal of

Psychiatry, said
Post examined the cases of
100 famous British and

American writers and poets by
looking at their biographies

Many good bilographies, he
sald, provided enouﬁ detail to

do an accurate psychiatric
ar :

“There've got to be really
good blographies ™ Post, a re-
tired psychiatric consultant,
said in an interview

He found in a previous study
that writers, as a group,
tended to have re men
and emotional problems than
other people — politicians or
scientists, for example.

But poets did not seem to
follow the trend "The ts
were less unstable and had
fewer depressions than the
others."

Careful analysis confirined
this. The poets, including
Edgar Allan Poe and Robert
Graves, had more mood swings
and manic depressions requir-
ing hospitalisation.

But they were less likel
than the writers, who incl
Ernest Hemingway and Jack
London. to die young or be
promiscuous. 31 per cent
of the poets were alcoholics,
compared to 54 per cent of
playwrights.

[t seems writing of any sort
is linked to poor mental
health. Psychosis or depres-
sion was evident in 80 per
cent of poets, 80.5 per cent of
novelists and 87.5 per cent of
pla ts.

I speculate that it is the
imagination of novelists and
playwrights, who are far more
concerned with intimate hu-
man fate — they've got to iden-
tify and empathise with their
characters." Post said. "They
have greater stress in their
writing "

As for the poets: "They
don't deal with human fate,
They just describe their reli-
gious feelings or their love."

Post said his study did not
include women writers as
women tend to have different
patterns of mental illness from
men and his study period,
starting in 1840, had too few
woImmen writers.

AL candidates
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were interviewed for 59 seats
in 11 districts of Chittagon
division, 61 for 19 seats in
districts of Sylhet division and
492 for 90 seats in 17 districts
of Dhaka division.

Interviews of 622 nomina-
tion seekers from 32 districts
(132 seats) of Rajshahi, Khulna
and Barisal divisions were held
on Saturday.

AL chief Sheikh Hasina,
presidium members Abdus Sa-
mad Azad, Abdul Mannan and
Sajeda Chowdhury, general
secretary Zillur Rahman and
other leaders Abdur Razzak.
Begum Motiya Chowdhury, Ka-
der Siddique, Mozaffar Hussain
Paltu, Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin,
Siddiqur Rouf Khan also faced
interview yesterday. Some

newcomers in the party in-
former Vice-President
AKM Nurul Islam and former
chief of army staff Mohammad
Noor Uddin were also
interview.

Sheikh Hasina sought nom-
Inations for four JS seats —
Gopalganj-3, Rangpur-6, Ba-
gﬁr at-1 and Bakerganj-1. Of
these, she is the lone con-
tender for party ticket from
Gopalganj-3, her home con-
stituency.

Other nomination seekers
who are lone aspirants. from
their respective constituencies
are — Abdus Samad Azad (Su-

nnmgn -3), Sheikh Fazlul Ka-
rim lllm (Gopalganj-2). Su

ranjit Sen Gupta (Sunamganj-
2). Humayun Rashid Chow-
dhury (Sylhet-1), Abdul Man-

ool i o gl
man an (Ta -
3), Md. Rahmat Ali (Gazipur-
1). Sayed Abul Hussain (Mada-
ripur-3}, Liton Chowdhur
(Madaripur-1) and Dr HHJ
Igbal (Dhaka-10).
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ZAGREB. May 5. The UN High Commissioner for

s in Zagreb
ig

Sadako Ogala arrived in Zagreb today at the start of a six
mission to Croatia and Bosnia where her agency, the

is starting its most compilex repatriation programme yet.

reports Reuter

Dmming u&:laise f_mm Codg_ of Conduct

LDF's countrywide

demonstration May 8

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF} will stage countrywide
demonstration on B to
protest the
election Code Conduct the

rohibition on vote eampaign
om rel us institutions. re-
ports U

A rally will aiso be held at
Nur Hossain Square in the cap-
ital on the day to demonstrate
the protest and press for rein-
ciuﬂunl {;-fd the ban in the elec-
toral code u n
meetings om Emmn
Commission with -
i political par

The LDF action :
first since the caretaker gov-
ermument took office. was an-
nounced at a press conference
at the Taher Auditorium in
the city yesterday

“The Election Commission
has surrendered to the funda-
mentalist forces in st the
rule {prohibition) off r:kh:-%uk
of Conduct which was in the
draft.” the LDF said

It alieged the provision was
deleted as some anti-i
dence communal forces In-
cluding the Jamaat. raised
their voice against it when the
draft was published in news-
papers.

Coordinator of the front and
Convenor of B her Sa-
mafjtantrtk Dal (BSD) Kha-
lIrquzzaman Bhutyan read out a

statement at the news
conference.
Kh said the EC

which failed to formulate a
fully democratic Code of
Conduct would definitely fail to
create a democratic atmo-
sphere for the coming elec-
tion

"The hope that sparked in
people’'s mind at the formation

drug)ing from the

of non-party caretaker -
srmment is turning inte EE:;-

tration due to the weaknesses
of the Election Commission "
he said.

The LDF leader said the
much-orchestrated illegal ar-
ms
o be 3 Tlarce” and the Tutre
in netting illegal arms could
Create a situation in
the country any mement.

He a thaf .
ties iihm BHPmmﬁ
Awami League were
party tickets to some blac
money holders, business ty-
coons and retired civil and

“Such W joining
and of candidates un-
masked the undemocratic im-
age of these political parties.~
HE LDF leader told newsmen.

The conference was at-
tended by LDF leaders Nirmal

S¢n. Rashed Khan Menon.
Bimal Biswas, Dilip Barua.
Mainuddin Khan Sharif

Nurul Ambia and Manjurul
Ahsan Khan

The next parliament would
become “a club of ex-officials
and corrupt people” if this
trend continues, observed
Workers Party leader Rashed
Khan Menon addressing the
news conference.

The LDF further alleged
that a section of businessmen
was using their black money in
election se violating the
election of Conduct the
way ithey ‘evade’ government
taxes

It urged the to raise
their voice nst ‘evil de-
sign of wvitlating the atmo-
sphere ahead of the election,
set for June 12,

CErs

of Grozny.

leader, Zeli yev,
said the Russian officers of
peace talks could not be ac-
cepted. President Boris Yeltsin
proposed on Friday to hold
tripartite talks involving
resentatives of the Russian

Democratic govts
corrupt: Imran

LAHORE, May 5. Former
Pakistan cricket hero turned
politician, Imran Khan, hit out
at the weekend saying he was
hcln{ahnundcd by intelligence
agents and the country was
like a “dictatorship.”

‘'l have my phone tapped ...
I have a car fo (me) all
over the place.” Imran said in
an interview with AFP in his
hometown Lahore. where he
launched a reformist political
movement on April 25.

Imran, who unveiled his
Movement for Justice
(Tehreek-e-Insaaf) fnﬂnwinﬁ a4
bomb blast April 14 at his
charity cancer hospital that
killed six people, condemned
the running of a vast intelli-
giqnt:e network at the expense
of the taxpayers. ;

"There is a s branch,
there is CID (Criminal Investi-

tion Department), there is

IA (Federal Investigation
Agency) and there is police IB
lintelligence bureau),” Imran
said.

‘Is it a Stalinist dictatorship
or is it a democracy?" he
asked.

Bombs damage
Bahrain stores

MANAMA. May 5: Nine pre-
dawn explosions triggered by
booby-trapped cigarette pack-
ets hit foreign and other firms
in Bahrain today. causing mil-
lions of dollars in damage but
no injuries, a government offi-
cial said, reports AFP,

“The explosions took place
in different parts of Bahrain,
including several in Manama,”
he said.

"Initial results of the inves-
tigation show they were caused
by cigarette packets filled with
explosives and flammable
products.”

"“The fires caused by the ex-
plosion caused damage esti-
mated at millions of dollars,
but no casualties,” he said on
condition he not be named.

“These are terrorist acts
which are part of a plot aimed
at harming the country's econ-
omy and stability and ten--
ing people.” the official said.

Chechens
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news agency reported.

It said 15 Russian jet fight-
ers flew over the city early to-
day.
The military command
cited intelligence reports as
saying two rebel units number-
ing up tol50 fighters together
IJIan urther attacks in Grozny.
t also reported rebel concen-
trations in south-western
Chechnya.

Meanwhile, officials with
Chechnya's pro-Moscow Inte-
rior Ministry reperted the
kidnapping of 11 police offi-
ast Friday in Petro-
Eavinwkaya, a settlement 15

llometers (9 miles) northeast
They were seized
by about 40 rebel militants,

disarmed and taken away.

Also today, the new rebel
an Y

ren

overnment, i(ts loyalists in
srozny and the rc-bd{

During the interview. at his
office on Saturday, Imran
blasted the prevailing "corru-
pt" system and the admi-
matratiuﬂnh of Prime Minister .
Benazir Bhutto, vowing to wage
a constitutional struggle for a

Eh&n‘f'

"The biggest disaster in
Pakistan is a co lack of
recognition of merit. Almost
every dc‘nru:ncnt is he headed
by gﬂp: who don't deserve
(to there). We have corrupt
system which has made in-
competent people sit on posi-
tions of great bility."

Imran contended that
democratic governments in
Pakistan, ich has spent
more than half of its 49-year
life under rule, have
been "more corrupt” than the
military governments.

Calling the Benazir adminis-
tration a “"supposedly demo-
cratic government." he said
‘Benazir people don't even
have an attitude for democ-
racy.” '

UN, Iraq resume
oil-for-food talks

BAGHDAD, May 5: Iraq and
the United Nations will re-
sume their ofil-for-food talks
tomorrow Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Tarig Aziz told the official
Iraqi News Agency today, re-
ports AP,

The two sides had an-
nournced last month that the
talks would resume in May. but
no date was set at the time.

Aziz said the Iraqi dcleg:-
tion was instructed to head to
New York in time for resump-
tion of talks tomorrow.

The third round of the ne-
gotiations was suspended
24, without agreement. after
the United States and Britain
objected to provisions in a ten-
tative accord.

Aziz today reiterated that
Iraq and the United Nations
had reached "a good level of
understanding”™ but the deal
was done In by "American and
British interference.”
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When the Task Force com-

pletes its own probe into the
particular case, it would send
its re
tions to the EC and the EC will
then take action as
isting law, the EC sources
added.
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shoreganj, Jamalpur, Sherpur,
Faridpur, Rajbari. Shariatpur
Gopalganj :
districts under Dhaka division.

=

and Manikgan|

Interviews of the nomina-

tion seekers for the remaini
31 seats in Dhaka district an
the city, Gazipur, Narsingdi.
Naravanganj] and Munshiganj
districts would be held after
completion of interviews of the
nomination aspirants from
Sylhet and Barisal divisions at
4 pm today, he said.

All the nomination seekers

of the Dhaka division was to be
interviewed on the frst day.

Saturday, along with those
ftfoon the Chittagong division
However. it began vyesterday
and the interviews of those

from five districts of the divi-
sion were deferred to today.



