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Crops on 13000
acres of land
in Sirajganj

inundated

SIRAJGANJ, May 5 Stand-

on about 13 000
:I:“r-m in seven thanas of

two northern districts were
inundated by the swelling river
water of Baral, official sources

sald today. reports UNB.
Following last two days
heavy ur, the flood

control embankment devel-

breach at Bautra point
and the river water entered
into the low lying arecas.

Local people said the em-
bankment breached again this
year which was last year re-
paired by the Water lop-
ment Board at a cost of Tk
lakh.

According to Agricultural
Extension ent, the af-
fected thanas are: Shahjadpur,
Ullah . Rayganj and Taras of

the district and Chatmohar,
Bhangur

aI'_

a and Fal‘ldg;:l' of
Pubna disirict. Chalan
eas were worst affected.

Smuggled goods
worth Tk2.63cr

sei1zed

RAJSHAHI, May 5: Bangla-
desh Rifles seized smuggled
goods worth about Tk 2.63
crore fromm border areas of the
district during last three

months, UNB.
During the od, they ar-
rested some 106 people on
of sm .
¢ smuggled goods in-

cluded Indian sarees worth Tk
46.29 lakh, gﬁmrt parts of
clock worth 18.9 lakh,
Chinese silk thread worth Tk
17.24 lakh, 7073 bottles of
1. heroin worth Tk

: ld ormaments
2.80 lakh, wig worth
lakh. cattle wroth
lakh., brass valued at
h, Tortoise worth Tk
7.20 lakh, different parts of
drilli machine worth Tk
6.57 and injections valued
at Tk 1.59 lakh.

BDR sources said goods
worth about Tk 1.67 crore
were smuggled into Bangla-
desh while goods worth Tk
96.4 lakh smuggled out to

India during the period

%

Training cou‘rse
on leadership

ends

COMILLA. May 5: A week-
course on leader-
concluded at the

27. reports UNB.
Some 40 rural women took

part in the training course, or-
ganised by Proshika, an NGO
was spensored by the

men Affairs Minist to
make the rural women -re-
liant.

President of Comilla Press
Club Jahirul Hag Dulal at-
tended the inaugural function
as chief guest on April 21
which was presided over by
chief of district unit Proshika
Rahman.
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service in the dif-

Mndu.%mum
a by the
Faujians on 10.

years of

Acclaimed not only as a

teacher but also as a writer and
poet, Prof Neor has six publi-
thmmmm{. of
books are catalogued
the US Hﬂanpﬁl.z
“d-lw“
Wellington and Coll-
eges in England.

He joined the F at
Cadet Coliege in 1 and

business face
extinction in
southern dists
PIROJPUR. May 5: The (ra-
ditional Ghani facteories in the
southern districts are l(acing

extinction due to -hike of
raw materials, of :

—

Satisfactory paddy harvest expected
despite various set-backs

RAJSHAHI, May 5: Despite
some trouble a notable amount
of IRRI-Bero paddy will be
roduced this year in the
arendra region. Frequent
load and low voltage
of electricity has already al-
fected output target of the

Accordin to official
sources, 3.75 lakh acres of
land have been brought under
IRRI-Boro paddy cultivation
during the current season in
the command area of Barendra
Bahumukhi Unnayan Kartri-
pakkhya ‘(Barendra Multipur-

Development Authority —
m.&] comprising of 25
thanas of Rajshahi, Cha-
painawabganj and Naogaon
districts.

An estimated amount of
4.65 lakh metric tons of paddy

will be produced from the to-
tal area, it is ed.
After damage of Aman

mgy by the last devastating
s, th

e farmers and the
BMDA had taken initiative to
increase the total amount of
land under Boro cultivation
and raise the production per
unit area of land to make up
the loss of Aman crop. To
make it successful BMDA took
two special measures. :
Just before the beginning of
the season, BMDA slored ler-

Under BMDA project area

From Our Correspondent

tilisers in its own and rented
owns in different places of
command area.

Mohammad Asaduzzaman,
Executive Director of BMDA
said, "we kept a considerable
amount of fertilisers ready in
hands to meet any Pmbnhlc
crisis like that of the last year.
We have sold these to the
farmers at retail price.’

He said that their attempts
had saved the-crop when a
temporary crisis of fertilisers
had been allegedly created for
about a week due to non-coop-
eration movement of the main
opposition parties. During that
time, sc«lung of fertilisers at

b

retail price the BMDA also
helped to keep the private
market price within limit,” he
said.

He. however, admitted that
BMDA could not provide nec-
essary amount of fertilisers as
the BCIC could not supply its
demand. For that reason,
somewhere farmers were ei-
ther to made late'use of the
second dose of fertilizers in
their paddy fields by two to
four days or to face troubles to
collect fertilisers from other
sources like buying from open
market at a relatively higher
price.

Another measure taken by
BMDA was introduction of card

system for irrigation. Each
farmer under all the dee
tubewells conducted by BMD
was to buy a coupon for irriga-
tion. This had ensured irriga-
tion of the paddy fields at
proper time, made wastage of
water minimum and lessen the
troubles of the farmers and
the technicians of BMDA,
sources claimed. For this rea-
son, problem of frequent load-
shedding and low voltage of
electricity could be lessened
by a considerable amount.

Despite it, farmers and
BMDA sources acknowledged
that, loadshedding and low
voltage of electricity had hin-
dered irrigation causing some
damage to crops. Otherwise, a
bumper production of Boro
paddy could be achitved this
year in the Barendra region.
they said. .

ile visiting some areas of

Poba, Mohanpur and Tanore
thanas of Rajshahi district, Na-
cholamlyomustapur thanas of
Chapainawabganj district and
Niamalpur, Porsha, Sapahar,
Patnitola, Mohadevpur and
Manda thanas of Naogaon dis-
trict on the last week of last
April, this correspondent
talked to many farmers, public
representatives and field
workers and thana officials of
BMDA

b e

ana recently:

— Star photo

Moksed Ali of Bagdhani No
3 scheme under Naohata
union of Poba thana informed
that he had: cultivated Boro
paddy in 5.25 bighas of land.
"We did not face any crisis of
fertilisers or water in our
area,” he said. ;

Alhaj Shah Jamal Hossain,
Chairman of Tetulia Union of
Porsha thana remarked the
same way.

In Tanore and Mohadebpur
thanas both the farmers and
BMDA officials alleged that ir-
rigation were hampered due to
frequent loadshedding and low

~ voltage of electricity.

tricity

Due to low voltage of elec-
26 motor engines and
35 starters of deep tubewells,
21 transformers and 12 elec-
tric meters have been burnt in
Tanore thana during last three
months.

During the same period

eight motor engines and 18
starters of deep tubewells,
three transformers and three
electric meters have been
fused for fluctuation of volt-
age.
- Hayat Mchammad ., As-
sistant Engineer of BMDA,
Porsha thana office said that
they cultivated 9,173 acres of
land under 176 deep tubewells
of BMDA and about 3500 acres
under private-owned six deep
tubewells and 304 shallow
tubewells. BMDA has sold
1.62,500 kg of fertilisers dur-
ing the season in this thana.

Whereas in Mohadebpur
thana, 23,925 acres of land
have been brought under Boro
cultivation under 440 deep

tubewells of BMDA but here
5657.75 metric tohs of fertilis-
ers have been sold.
Meanwhile, ripening of
IRRI-Bnm'padg as started
in Barendra . Production
unit area of land already

recorded has proved satisfac-
tory.

Abul Hossain, a farmer from
Dhantior village of Tanore
thana said that he cut ripen

ddy of one and a half bigha.

¢ harvest exceeded previ-
ous recorded by 31 maunds.

Salek Ahmed of Neetpur un-
der Porsha thana that he
has harvested 18-22 maunds

ol pa per bigha in his three
plots. The rate of production is
very  satisfactory, BMDA

sources said.
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RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY: Prof M Altal Hussain, Pro-Vice Chancellor of the
speaking at the installation ceremony of the Botany Assogation recently.

University

— Star photo

Washed away sluice gate needs replacement in Gaibandha

Untimely flood causes heavy
loss of property each year

!

GAIBANDHA.. May 5. Peo.
of Gaibandha district have
facing devastating lloods,
since last one decade. Every
m dnl;: o tﬁ:ulﬁ
to

and properties.
Consecutive floods caused
havoc in the district since
1986. Last year in Gaibandha
pourashava alone the loss due
m:d was estimated at *Tﬁl
n crore. Experiencing ’
ter result of flood. Galbandha

Last year, Galbandha town
dwellers recorded level
flood water in their houses
nine inches than that of
the level of previous year

which is increasing.
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From K M Rezaul Hoque

maputra at Rasoolpur where a
sluice gate was bullt durin

Pikistan regime to coniro
overflowing water of river
Hrahmaputra as well as to flush
out the excess water of river
Ghagdt. As such flood water
never got stagnant earlier
around the localities. But in
Ju‘iiv 23. 1993 Nood water and
widespread erosion of river
Brahmaputra washed away the
sluice gate as well as its sur-
rounding areas in larger por-
tion. Since then with the rais
ing of water level in Brahmapu

tra basin the river Ghagot au

tomatically fed back by onrush
of water and entered the tgwn
overflowing its banks.

Last year Gaitbandha town

and Gobindagan| thana head-
uarters went into 4 to 6 feet
eep water which was the
highest level recorded during
the last 50 years Every year
flood hits the areas thrice or
more.

, Lo olficial sources

last year flood destroyed 53

kilometres of roads and em-

bankments, 3,161 kilomelres

bridge culverts wall and

drainage. 220 government and

limn- m:nlmm;ululr%

and shops, |

kilometres of highway and
8.000 houses

Unplanned «onstrudtion ol

em.burkmzuu and roads also
coanribnte 1o one ol e nam

reasons o welcoming Hlopd wa-
ter in lown and surroundi
areas. Innumerable roads ar
vinbankments are being con-
~iructed without any proper
planning or ascertaining future
reactions, it is . These
projects prepared under food
lor works programme are be-
ing i ted to consume
the allocated food within the
stipulated timer it was also al-
m S0 the authority in-
in these programmes
never consider the prospective

results as such they imple-
mented work almost haphaz-
ardly.

e unplanned consiruc-
tion ol roads and embank-
menis created adverse reac-
tion. The rain water gets
trapped at different points and
inundate crops on vast tract
Moreover. onrush of flood wa-
ler worsening the situation as
those roads and embankment
do not possess any outlet ar-
rangeiment

1 the otheér hand. erosion
ol river Ghagot continued to
threaten Gaibandha pourashava
areas. During the last few years
many dwelling houses and

sitructures have already lwen

devoured by the surging water
during rainy seasons Galban-
dha-Sundergan) road was thr-
ealened by the erosion at Kho
lahat that might be snapped i)
the present rainy season, i1 is
feared. About 15 unions under
Gaitbandha sadar and Sunder-
gm:! Thana will be cut off from
Gad headquarters if pre-

tautionary measures are not
lanken
L

Local Water Development
Board (WDB) rould not work
under Gaibandha town protec-
ticn scheme for acute [und
constraint. Demanding check-
ing of widespread erosion of
river Ghagot occasional move-
mentis like on, gherao
and meetings by the members
of public are going on but the
higher authority rmn:dly do
not pay heed to matter.
According to WDB source. in
1993-94 authority allocated a
fund of Taka one lakh 98 thou-
sand for the emergency work
under Gaibandha lown protec-
lian scheme which was coni-
pletely inadequate Lo Lhe re-
quirement. However, WDB co-
nstructed nine bamboo pilings
al different points Lo divert the
water flow that could not pro
duce any fruitful result.

|

1

|

3 BNP leaders

given one

month's detention

‘KISHOREGANJ, May 5:;
Three BNP leaders who were
arrested from Kotiadi thana
were given one month's de-
tention Saturday, olice
sources said. reports UNE.

_ They are: General Secretarv
ol Kotiadi thana BNP Abdus
Sobhan, Kotiadi thana Jubadal

convenor Golam Mostafa and
member Waliullah.

District BNP held a rally in
the town demandi immedi-
ate release of the BNP leaders.
including former MP
Akhteruzzman.

Presided over by district
BNF Vice-President Prof Gia-
suddin. the rally was ad-
dressed by Kishoreganj Paura
Commissioner Abdul Jalil. The
rally was followed by a proces-
sion.

Meanwhile, former Infor-
mation Minister Shamsul Islam
and other party leaders visited
Akhleruzzaman in the district
jall Saturday.

Eight other BNP men who
were arrested Friday night
were sent also to the district

Janl

BPATC traiping
course begins

SAVAR, May 5. A three-
week Lraining course on
Research Methodo " began
al Bangladesh Public nis-
iration Training Centre
(BPATC) here on Saturday, re-

UNB.
ﬂd:] total of 12 tt;:.
8 are icipa in
course, mnm -m%nm
Nakib

Rector AZM

director
Humtznd hnln?y::uuch
Officer AKM Mahbubuzeaman is
cenducting the course as di-
rector and coordinator re-
spectively.

Another r rt says.: The
employees of BPAT
brat Eid reunion here on
Saturday.

5 Nakib Muslim. AKM
Mahbubuzzaman, Golam Mus
takim, Rafigul Islam Bhuiyan
Mahbub Talukder. Nilular Be-
guin and Rector AZM Shamsul

lai alttended the function.

Ranjan

" e e s i .

right) Mijanur Rahman, deputy commissioner, Abdul Haque, outgoing deputy commissioner,
Basak, TNO, Sailkupa, speaking at the farewell reception to the outgoing

deputy
Star photo

cele- .

£ griculture
" menl

" Its. The

3 killed in

Cox's Bazar
COX's BAZAR, May 5: Three

people were killed in separate |

incidents in Chokoria thana on
Saturday, police said, reports

One Abdus Salam was
sit]ahhed tuldeatl'a and anﬁth:r
three people were injure
their rivals at thrapajra vﬂl:g:
in the early morning. The in-
jured were admitted to Choko-

ria hospital.
An elderly son, Mojaher,
e spot en a

63. died on
speeding motorbike hit him at

Rumkhali area in the thana in
the morning.

On the same day police re-
covered the of a busi-
nessman in the thana. Three
:?altﬂ were flled with the po-
ice.

Chhatra League
leader stabbed
in Khulna

KHULNA, May 5: Abdul
Hasan, 22, president of Ward-
28 unit of Chhatra , Was
stabbed by some unidentified

young men on Friday midnight
at [;ﬁ(huia road under Kotwali
thana

The Chhatra League has
blamed JCD for the attack.
However, JCD has denied the

charge.

tons per
southern
try, according to a departmen-
tal statistics.

sources said
I'paddy is decrea
gion due to price hike and

Crop output falls by 4 lakh
tons a year in S dists

, From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, May 5: Production

of Lﬁaddy has been decreas
wi

a rate of at least four |
ear in the eleven
istricts of the coun-

These districts are Barisal,

Patuakhali, Bhola, Barguna,
Perojpur Jhalakathi, Madar-
ipur,
Rajbari and Sariatpur.

Faridpur, Gopalganj,
authorit
roduction o
in this re-

Concerned

short supply of fertilizers,
scarcity of agri inputs and
above all the farmers who pro-
duce paddy did not get their
actual prices.
According to the depart-
mental statistics, uction of
addy in these districts was
4. lakh tons in 1989-90,
21.24 lakh tons in 90-91 and
15.97 lakh tons in 91-92.
~ According to the: farmers,
decrease of production of
paddy in this is due to
sho and supply of neces-
sary fertilizers, problems in
Egmng agri loan from different
nks and price hike of nther
necessary materials.

UNB adds: The living stan-
dard of the people of this
southern region has been de-

clining due to pressing eco-
nomic hardships caused by
lack of employment opportu-
nities and decreasing of agri-
cultural output.

Repeatéd natural calamities
like flood and cyclone and bad
communication are at-
tributed to the main reasons
behind the rising of living cost.

The cultural sector is
alr ravaged recurrent
ﬂnnng:’t?gs. (;lj!;clnnes. unbated
pest invasion and increased
salinity in the rivers during the
last five years. As a result. the
farmers of the area are
their days in great uncertainty
and many marginal farmers
have turned destitutes.

Once the greater Barisal
was famous for its surplus
foodgrain production but now
it has turned a deficit area.

The hazards in communica-
tion ruined the prospects for
industrialisation of both the
urban and rural areas of which
90 per cent roads are kutcha
or bricklayed.

As a result, the road com-
munication duari the rainy
season comes to a halt,

Education sector also wears
a dismal look for many
and high schools

primary

da.ma&::l by

repeated natural calami are
yet to be repaired.

Nor'wester hitS. | _A [aud;;ble

Fandpur
FARIDPUR. Ma a:
Nor'wester that lashed Goal-
Rara and Khaorgram villages in
agarkanda thana on Thursday

left 15 people injured. reports
UNB

The nor'wester continued
for 20 minutes razed about
300 houses to the ground and
caused severe damage to the
standing boro crops on about
400 hectares of land.

Of the injured. seven in-
cluding three women were
admitted to Nagarkanda Hospi-
tal and the rest were released
after first aid.

Heroin recovered

SATKHIRA. May 5: Police
recovered 262 grams of heroin
worth about 26 lakh from
Tetulia border area of Sadar
thana in the district on April
27 night, reports UNB.

Acting on secret informa-
tion. ce conducted an op-
eration in the area and recov-
ered the packet of heroin.
Later, police arrested three
wople — Abul Bashar, Abul

ossain and Mosharral — in
this connection.

The recovered heroin was
sent to Dhaka for chemical ex-
amination.

Arms recovered

KHULNA, May 5: Daulatpur
thana olice recovered a
sawed-ofl Indian rifle loaded
with, two rounds of bullets
from Kalpataru market this

When chased. the arms
holder ran away.

3.19 lakh hectares
of land to be
brought under
aus cultivation

From Our Correspondent
MAGURA. May 5: About 3

:I.lkh 19 thousand hectares of
Ll,mth will bhe brou

t under
Ans and ‘Amnman cultiva-
tion during the current season
i1i 10 south western districts
including Magura.

Accordi to report from
ension r-
(AED). 10 districts of
Magura. Jhenidah, Narail,
Jessore. Khulna, Bagerhat,

i Satkhira, Kushtia, Chuadanga

and Meherpur are targeted to
cultivate '‘Aus and Aman’

in a total of 3 lakh 19 thousand
hectares of lands.

AED sources said one lakh
and ty-five thousaid hec-
tares of lands would be brought
under 'Aus’ which included
high yielding (Ufsi), one lakh
thiety -four ares of lands
under ‘Aman’ in the 10 distric-

production Larget has
been fixed at 3 lakh and 78
thousand tons of ;

According to the official
sources, the Agriculture Ex-
tension Department (AED)
along with other concerned
authorities have taken all nec-
essary measures to achieve the
production target.

example

From Our Correspondent |

GAIBANDHA, May 5: Some
forty youths of Gaibhandha David
Co. Para showed a laudable ex-
ample by rendering physical
labour for the RCC construc-
tion of roof top of a local
Mosque here recently.

Encour by a local social
Errc:rk:r. l:nnc:iuijn Rnhmt:n

unnu a group rty youths.
of David Co. para r-:ntLred day
long labour lor the construc-
tion of RCC of the David Co.
para Mosque roof and com-

pleted the job without any re-
muneration.

| Ganrja worth
Tk 8000 seized

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, May 5: A special
squad of Narcotics Control De-
artment, Magura seized two
dried ‘'ganja’ from Mar-
dankhola village of Sripur
thana of the district recently.

According to the sources,
acunﬁ on secret information
Md Shariyatullah. Inspector of
Narcotics Contral Department,
Magura raided at the house of
Lutiar Laskar and Akmol Laskar
at the village of Mardankhola
along with the members and
recovered two kg dry 'gunrgu'
worth Taka about 8 thousand.

I

Road Division, Gaibandha
Notice Inviting Tender

Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No.2911 are hereb
linvited.
il
2.

Tender Notice No
Name of work

21-EE/GRD/1995-96.
Construction of Semi-Pucca work shed

| ; at attached to RHD Stack Yard a
| Shaplapara, Gaibandha under Road

Division, Gaibandha during the yecar

1995-96.

Estimated cost
Earnest money
Time allowed for
completion of
work

Eligibility of
contractor
Name of office =3 B
where tender

documents will be
available for sale

Name of ofhce
where tender will
be received

Last date &
selling tender

. Last date & time
for receiving tender
Date & time for
opening of tender
box by other
receiving officers
Daiec & time for
opening of all
tender by this
office .

Date & time of
lottery if required

DFP-9495-4/%
G-562

: Tk 5,44,118/-

: Tk 10,883/-.

. 60 (sixty) days from the date of issue of
work order.

: "A" to "E" general category contracto
under RHD.
Executive Engineer (RHD), Roa¢
Division,
Kurigram/ (Old DC's Office
Gaibandha/Planning Dhuvisio
tReads
Planning & Design Division
Rangpur.
Sub-Dhvisional Engineer (RHD)
Road Sub-Division,
Gaibandha.
Add|
Rangpur Zone, Rangpur.
Superintending Engineer (RHD)
Rangpur Road Circle, Rangpur
Monitoring & Evaluation Circle
Sarak Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.
Executive Engineer (RHD), Roa
Division, Bogra/Rangpur/ Ky
(Old DC’s Office) Gaibandha.
Up to 12-05-96 dunng office hours.

Bogra/Rangpur

& Bnridges), Dhaka/
Palashban

Chief Engineer (RHD)

On 13-05-96 up to 12-30 PM.
On 13-05-96 at 12-45 PM.

On 15-05-96 at 12-45 PM.

On 16-05-96 at 12-30 PM.

Biswajit Dey
Executive Engincer (RHD)



