‘Taiwan to build
petrochemical
complex in

Indonesia
TAIPEl, May 5: The state-
run Chinese leum Corp.

mud Saturday to build a two
on dollars petrochemical

in Indonesia in a ven-
ture with Tatwanese and In-
denesian investors, AP

The planned project in-
cludes relocating Chinese
Petroleum's plant, set up 20

ago, from the southern

city of Kaohsiung to

the new complex, said Chang

Tzu-yuan, chairman of the
Taiwanese oil company.

Indonesia's PT Graha Cen-
termine and Maspion Group
will contribute an un ed
:Il:;utment ::H the relocated

L. Chm]‘ ;

Taiwanese and Indonesian
companies will build 17 new
factories in the complex to
produce petrochemi mate-
rials, said.

A contract on building the
complex, which may be lo-
cated in Gresik, East Java, will
be signed in June, he said.

A memaq of understan
was signed Saturday by the
eight Taiwanese investors, in-
cluding Union Petrochemical
Corp. tal Union Chernical
Corp. and China Development

uetmchcuﬁcal complex
is scheduled for completion in
1999. Construction will

soon after the budget is ap-
proved by the Taiwan parlia-
ment, Chang said.

Rapport training
course on 'selling
skills’ opens

A four-day residential
training course on selling
skills was organised by Rap-
g}'t B adesh Limited for 21

es cers of Social Market-
ing Company (SMC) at
Bangladesh Public Administra-
tion Training Centre (BPATC)
in Savar near the capital, says a
press release,

The course an Saturda
with an inaugural session ad-
dressed by Salim Akbar, Mar-
keting's Manager, Shahid
Ahmed, Sales Manager of So-
cial Marketing Company.

COLOMBO. May 5 A sim-
labour unrest threatens
to push Sri Lanka's main ex-
rt commodity-tea-back into
woods just as the industry
was emerging form a pro
longed recession. trade offi-
cials say, rts AFP.
Sri {.nn a is the worlds

largest exporter of tea, selling
about 22Q million kilos {484
million nds) annually but is

also the least productive
grower of the commodity due
fo years of mismanagement in
the state-owned plantations

However, thanks to the re-
entry of Russia and former So-
viet republics and l%hcr Eur
chases by Jordan and Turkey
prices have begun to improve
at the Colombo tea auctions
since the end of last year.

"Prices are exceptionall
high at the moment.” said Lal
lith Ramanayake, a Director at
John Keells, one of the oldest
tea broking houses in the
country. "But it is likely that a
market correction will take
place soon.”

Ramanayake said the labou
unrest, which came to a head
last week with a week-lon
stoppage by some B800.00
workers, could not have come
at a worst time.

The Commonwealth of In
dependent States (CIS) have
just begun buying more tea
while international (friccs
showed an upward trend help-
ing Sri Lankan growers to raise

rices above the cost of pro-
uction for the first time in

mm_H;ytars.
e UN sanctions against

Iraq following the Gulf War hit
Sri Lankan tea exports and
when they were announced

then Plantations Minister Ran-
jan Wijeratne angrily de-
manded that the UN Secretary
General drink all Sri Lanka's
tea, beiter known as Ceylon
Tea. -

Since then, however.
Turkey and Jordan have been
maki purchases over and
above their usual consumption,
indicating that the surplus
ended up In Iraq. the trade
said Sri El.ﬂkil has also offered
90 days credit to Iran to buy
more lea

The average auction price at
Colombo reached 104 .41 ru-

es (1.93 dollars) a kilogram
FECCE pounds) earlier this
month compared to 66.96 ru-
pees (1.24 dollars) a year ago.
About a fifth of the country's
export earnings come from tea
and rubber

The trade unions as well as
the management agree
last week's strike ich pre-
vented the plucking of tender
tea leaves for one week was a
disaster for the industry and
the image of Ceylon Tea.

The leafy tea bushes grown
on high mountain slopes must
be attended to dai?r with the
lHght-green tender leaves and
buds picked manually to make
the high-quality black tea Sri
Lanka has been known for over
the past 147 years.

he neglect will take
months to be corrected and in
the meantime, the quality of
tea at the weekly Colombo sale
will suffer forcing many buyers
to go to neighbouring India as
well as arch rival Kenya. bro
kers said

The immediate loss to the
industry has been estimated at
4 conservative 10 million dol-

that .

b

lars.

The labour dispute is not
et over. The leader of the
aina Tea Trade Union. the

Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC),
Saumy Thondaman is
due to hold more talks with
the government froon Monday.

ondaman is a member of
President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga s cabinet but has tabled
in parliament a resolution of
no-confidence against a fellow
minister who is in charge of
plantations over the tea strike
imsyue

The CWC is demanding a
10.5 r cent wage Increase

while Plantations Minister Ra-
tnasiri Wickregnanaayake “E‘:
only three per cent can
and anything more was
unaffordable for private man-

agement running state planta-
tions.

What started as a pure wnﬁe
issue Is now lhr“t:mnf, the
stability of the 21-month-old
government of Kumaratunga
whe has a slender one-seat
majority in the 225-member
Na Anse . .

Without Thondaman's seven
voles in parliament, the ruling
coalitiol will have little room
for manoeuvre.

Most analysts believe that
Thondaman, the H-Z:;rvnld
king-maker irl Sri Lan poli-
tics. may cut a deal with Ku-
maratu in the next few days
but on the face of jt. the crisis
has the potential to bring the
government down.

The no-trust vote Thon-
daman is moving is no storm
in a lea cup. Wickremanaayake
hit back at the weekend by
demanding on national televi-
sion that ndaman resign.
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Japan asks WTO
to strengthen
supervision of
EU, NAFTA

TOKYO. May 5. Japan will
call on the World Trade Organ-

isation (WTO) to draw up
- guidelines to str hen su-
pervision of r economic

gruupﬂi?i such as the Euro-
pean Union and the North
American Free Trade Agree-

ment. ar said yesterday,
The proposal, to be

forward at WTO's first re-
gional trade agreement com-
mittee meeting on Monday. is

ailed at preventing regional
economic from

trade tionist organs. the
Nihon Shimbun said.

Regional economic in a-

tions are subject tnte\gl‘ﬂ
screening. but there are no
specific criteria to determine
whether they are violating

WTO rules. the major business
daily said.

Plaster cast of

Washington’s face
sells for $1.1m

NEW YORK, May 5: George
Washingion. the first American
esident. still brought out the
idders Saturday. A plaster
cast of his face sold for | 1]
million dollars at auction. re-
ports AF

Also sold were his cut-vel-
vel sage green jacket and
waistcoal — which he wore In a

rtrait by Charles Wison
eale — for 577,500 dollars:
his ubhulﬂrred walnut chair
from Mt. Vernon. for 341.000
dollars, and his brown velvet
jacket and silk breeches for
330,000 dollars

The plaster cast was made
at Mount Vernon in 1785 by
French sculptor Jean Antoine
Houdon. It was seld to an
unidentified buyer at the auc-
tion. held by Charles G Moore
Americana at the St. Regis
Hotel.

Thomas Jeflferson and Ben-
jamin Franklin had arranged
for Houdon to create a lifesize
marble statue of Washington.
which now stands in the state
capital in Richmond, Va.

Houdon modeled a clay bust

E§’
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

Construction work of Shahjalal

Fertiliser Complex yet to begin

SYLHET. May 5. The deci
sion of Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Eurﬁorat}un (BCIC)
to shutdown the Natural Gas
Fertilizer Factory has created
commotion among the people
of Sylhet region

he decision was sus
pended several timnes earlter in
the face of a large scale agita
ton in the area

The authorities however
could not take any effective
step to start the construction
work of Shahjalal Fertiliser
Complex in the attached area

The BCIC authorities de
cided fo shutdown the factory
in 1993 on the plea of techni-
cal faults. But In the face of a
large scale agitation. the gov-

From Staff Correspondent

ernment formed a 4-member
committee headed by Dr Igbal
Mahmud, Professor of B to
see the possibilities of running
the factory

The committee that
the factory could be run and a
major overhauling would easily
enable it to run for 3 more
Years. -

[t also suggested
up of a ne?efact m
F;Elah}a]al Fertilizer factory in
the attached areas

Accordingly, the propeosal
Was acc and an amount of
Taka 14 crore was sanctioned
for overhauling But mysteri-
ously. the allocation was later
reduced to Taka 6 crore. Even
the. the la tory [aced ne prob-
lem in comtinuing s produc-

tion. The unit exceeded its

tnrgctufferﬂttmguducﬂm
in the year 1994-95. it pro-

duced thousand tonnes of
fertilizer till May 2 even after
closed for 45 days for

mmtmmﬁd‘
85000 tomnes will also be

achieved easily. factory sources
said

The factory earned a net
profit‘of 67 crore 76 lakh 37
thousand 700 Taka the
past 29 years from 1| to
1991. It runs with the gas

BCIC authorities are yet
to finalise the construction of
the Shahjalal fertilizer com-

plex.

Asia's top pulp producer moves
to world paper market

= SINGAPORE., May 5 One

‘'year after ita New York listing.
Asia s biggest pulp producer is
FHIjoYIing soaring sales and

ing partnerships with key pa
per manufactures to gain a
toehold In the lucrative world
paper market, reports AFP

A secondary listing is also in
the cards for Asia pacific Re
sources international Holdings
iItd (APRIL), which owns the
world's largest pulp mill. offi-
clals of the Singapore based.
Indonesian owne company
sad

‘We see more strategic al
llances coming along the way.
not only with those In Asia but
also Europe " sald APRIL's
Deputy Chairman polar Yanto
lanoto after signing a joint-
verniture agreement over the
weekend with South Korea's
top paper producer Hansol Pa-
per Co Ltd.

The companies eed to
jointly invest in a -10-650
milllon US dollar paper will
project in Sumatra, Indonesia.
under the pact, seen as the
pacesetter for other partner-
ships in developing down-

nual
lonnes

largest producer in Asia.

from
previously logged government
and privately-owned land in

sel printing and for convert
into envelopes. forms an
writing pads — of which 30

per cent would be marketed by

the South Korean company.
APRIL's riaupulp facility on
a 1750 hrrtnf‘? site is the
largest single line chemical
pulp mill in the world. Its an-
production of 750.000
makes riaupulp the

e Hansol alllance trust

APRIL from a pulp supplier to
a4 major player in the region's
last growing paper market.

APRIL posted a net Income

ol 40 B milllon US dollars in

1995 on net sales of 480 mil-

‘lion dollars after suffering a

19.2 milllon dollar loss a year

carljer, officials said. The red
ink was wiped out by a 170 per
cenl increase in sales last year.

APRIL's wood supply comes
214,560 hectares of

Indonesia — an area almost 10
limes the size of Singapore,
Tanoto, whose family con-
trols about 60 per cent of
AFPRIL, said the firm's strategic

decade. demand for paper and
pac in the is ex-
ted to exceed d in
orth America. In Europe.

demand for uncoated

E:F" — which are APRIL Han-
mii will produce at the

end of 1997 — is forecast to

rise by three to four per cent

compared with only one per

cent average annual capacity

In another bid to utilise
more of its pulp. APRIL is
buflding two paper mills cost-
ing 430 milllon dollars in

Changshu near Shanghai, offi-

cials said. l g

could eac roduce
lﬁm tonnes per l;rur of
paperboard and paper.

As Chnnﬁlu is the support-
Lnﬁ port of massive
industrial park — a flagship
China — project —
APRIL is downstream
facilities there to capitalise on
China's growing demand for

high q KPIPHWP'EW'
products, they said.

APRIL, which in APRIL last
year became the first Asian

of Washington and made two stream facilities using APRIL's a1l . e % : ulp company to earn
b 11;'{: C&L:}r:ﬁal:frﬂ:rtﬂlg;l;;;:f laster casts from the bust. abundant pulp ﬂu[gl.r_lt. d_f:ﬂ:{;ﬂ Elgnll}uwfﬂcﬂ;nl:? ﬂ:un.g on the New Yﬂgrfﬂ:m
anaging Director of Rapport e second cast js on digplay hpﬂr'l;MH suﬁp th;papu, y Erk 10 keep.pace with the ©xchange. is also “seriously
Bangladesh Limited. @ | LSS G L TR 0 at the Corcoran Gallery Art | mill préject witly pulp fram s considering” secondary list-

buﬁmnhrg paper market par-
Ucularly in Asia.

Except for Indonesia and
South Korea, Asian countries
are net importers of pulp, pa-

adjacent giant riaupulp com-
peix while Hansol will provide
technical and advisory support
in developing the ml[ly

The plant would in turn

in Washington. DC.

The cast and other items
sold at the auction were ac-
quired in 1850 by American

ings, including in Si ;
its group financial director
Berry Kowck said.

T think it is an issue of

iB eneﬁt Of : g ’ .{""3'-' 1 v ' . - . sl '-‘_
information “ & ~

: # . . .:--. . - . i ﬁ; .r.:_“-. “”_ -

. Tw e - i : artist Brutus Stearns and kept per and packaging products, Uming at this point. We are

e N T — ; e by his family, In 1942 his supply APRIL with 600.000 i ' waiting for our investment

age ShOllld The participants of a training course on Selling Skills for SMC organized by Rapport heirs loaned t}'ht items to Fed- § tonnes of uncoated woodfree um ks bankers to tell us the right
Bangladesh Limited. eral Hall in Manhattan. paper — used in offices for off- Before the end of the time." he said.

be global’

WASHINGTON, Mav 5: A US
official emphasizes that devel-
oping nations must create

eir own course of action to
bring their people into the in-
formation age, says USIS.

“There is not one model
nor one technology that will
work for all," a Commerce De-
partment official notes.

He says these countries
should provide the conditions
that encourage vate sector
investment to build a tele-
communications infrastruc-

tmta.rry Irving, Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Com-
munic¢ations and Information
also emphasized that the bene-
fits of an information society
should be global, citing how
telecommunications technol-
? can improve healthcare,

ucation, economic develop-
ment and the building of
democracy.

He answered questions
from South African officials
and journalists in two tele-
phone press conferences ar-
ranged by the United States
Information Agency. He spoke
to a group in Durban May goand
to a panel in Capetown May 3.

Irving is coordinating US
gﬁ-vcmmr.nt preparations for
the Information Society and
Dﬂelnﬂmcnt (ISAD) Confer-
ence, May 13-15 in Midrand,
South Africa. The Pretoria gov-
ernment, the host for ISAD,
has invited 40 countries and
18 international organizations
to attend'the conference. The
meetings will focus on the
needs of developing countries
to cipate in the building of
a information society.

The US ‘official stressed
that the ISAD conference is an
opportunity for industrialized
countries to have a dialogue
with developing countries on
their needs and "realities” to
share the benefits of an infor-
mation society. Bringing the
benefits of the information aﬁ:
to developing countties, he
said, will a "bounty” for all
countries. J s

Irving emphasized that the
Clinton administration sup-

the same hsﬂm:iplua or

a Glo

Infrastructure (GII) that it has
used in develo
Information astructure for
the United States. Those prin-

les include the promotion

marketplace competition,
the creation of a ﬂc:dglee regu-
latory framework and open ac-
nc:l;_h to the network.

e most important princi-
ples, Irving stressed. are thé
enco ement of te in-

- vestment in building an infor:
mation infrastructdre and en-
suring nui_ug;&crul service for
people erent regions
economic backgrounds and
that the Programme encom-

Eusnllcthnic oups with
population. pXnipe

Information

a National

and .

Gulf states pl

-

ABU DHABI, May 5: Gulf
Arab ‘States are expandin
their aluminium plants an
Eiannmg new smelters to dou-

le their production to around
1.5 millien tonnes per year, an
official study said yesterday,
reports AFP.

¥ "y
The region's two smelters

in Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) currently pro-
duce around 700,000 tones of
aluminium per year but ¢apac-
ity is set to exceed 800,000
tonnes with further expansions
according to the Doha-based
Gulf Organisation for Industrial
Consulting (GOIC).

In Qatar. plans are under
way to set up a smelter with a
production capacity of between
180,000 tonnes and 360,000
tonnes to a cost of up to one
billion dollars GOIC said in a
study published Al-Taawun
magazine, the quarterly bul-
letin of the six-nation Gulf Co-
operation Council, (GCC).

The study obtained here,
said Qatar has started execu-
tive measures to launch the
project including the selection
of potentjal partners. _

AnotHer smelter is planned
in Yanbu, Saudi Arabia, with an
output capacity of aroungd
214,000 tonnes per year, the
study said, adding initial costs

to double aluminium o

had been estimated at nearly
900 million dollars.

It said the smelter would
cover local demand and for-
eign markets and would be
owned by the Jeddah-based

" Lujain company a private Saudi

venture. ,

The Saudi Arabian basic in-
dustries corporation one of the
biggest petrochemical produc-
ers in the world, is also con-
sidering building an aluminium
?]ant with a capacity of around

80,000 tonnes per year.

Such projects coupled with

planned expansion at the

Belarus parliament
okays union accord

with Russia

MINSK. May 5: The Belarus
garliament Saturday approved
y an overwhelming majority a
union accord with Russia, re-
moving the last obstacle to
forging greater economic and
political ties between the two
states, reports AFP. -
Some 166 deputies backed
the agreement signed last
month with just three voting
against and one abstaining,
following a brief debate.

anning new smelters
utput

Bahrain and UAE smelters will
push overall Gulf aluminium
production capacity to around
1.5 million tonnes per year
and enable such an industry in
the GCC to occupy a prominent
place on the world map, the
study said.

rts said the expansions
and the new aluminium pro-
jects would allow GCC states td’
cut their import bill and boost
revenues, which are heavily re-
liant on volatile oil earnings.
They put current GCC alu-
minium earnings at more than
930 million dollars per year,
mostly from the Bahraini and
UAE smelters.

The six members — Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman,
Kuwait and the UAE — have in-
vested around 4.5 billion dol-
lars in the two smelters and
nearly 400 other small alu-
minium manufacturing units as’
part of their attempts to di-

- versity their economies and

ease reliance on oil export in-
come.

- The investments mostly by
the ‘public sector, account for
more than 10 per cent of the
total capital in the non-oil in-
dustrial sector while the alu-
minium industry contributes
around 10 per cent of the
gross domestic product of the

sector according to official es-
timates.

Alba smelter in Bahrain is
the l:;t‘gﬁeat aluminium plant in
the Middle East, with a pro-
duction capacity of around
460,000 tonnes per year,
which is projected to exceed
200,000 tonnes with in four
years after expansion. -

The UAE smelter in Dubai
is the second largest, with an
annual output of around
240,000 tonnes. to be raised
to nearly 350,000 tonnes per

Their present production
cagacity accounts for nearly
4.3 per cent of the world's to-
tal aluminium output capacity
while their actual production
constitutes around 4.7 per
cent of the global output.

GOIC, which advises on

overnment industrial policies
n the GCC, proposed setting
up an alumina plant in the re-
gion to reduce imports of the
substance, which is the main
component of the aluminium
industry. i

"Given plans to increase
aluminium production in the
GCC, the region will need
more alumina. This requires
selting up a project to produce
one million tonnes per year of
this substance; it said.

US economy continuing to
grow steadily: Clinton

WASHINGTON, May 5: The
American economy "is continu-
ing to grow steadily, without
inflation, " President Clinton
said on Thursday, according to

USIS.
ting on Commerce

Commen

Department statistics a.hbwm%
that the nation's production o
oods and services grew by

.8 per cent in the first quar-
ter, the President called that
‘more good economic news."
The economy, as represented
by the gross domestic product
figure is, "better than had been
expected,” with more than
eight million new jobs added
to employment rolls since
1993, Clinton declared.

But the President warned
that the record of "low infla-
tion and strong growth” would
be in peril if Congress and the
White House cannot ee on
balancing the federal bud-
get."We have got to finish the
work of balancing the budget,”
and we have to do it in seven
years and in a bipartisan way."

Earlier, Dr Laura Tyson told
reporters the announcement,
unlike many economic sum-
maries, was " plain and simple
good news” Without any of t
usual equivocations of econe-
mists’ statements. Tyson. Cli-

b nton's national economic ad-

report will not entirely quiet
critics
President has not done enough
to ease anxiety

rity. "This i{s a sound econ:
omy.” she explained. "It's a
_healthy economy, it's an econ-
omy Lgat is growing with low

inflation. But it {s the case that
many Americans have been
disappointed in the
their living stand
want to see continued expan-
ston.”

visor, said growth would have
been “stronger” except for a
strike in the auto industry and
extreme weather conditions in
Jan

adds to demand now, but
to supply capability in the fu-
ture.”

Tyson said investment
growth in the first three
of Clinton's term notched the
best record — 1] per cent —
since the Kennedy administra-
tion. " Private sector wth is
what this expansion has been
about,” she said. Tyson added
inflation numbers shewed “not
sign of acceleration" beyond
the 1995 average.

Tyson acknuwl:dfcd the

who assert the

over job secu-

owth of
8. S0 we

Tide turning

WASHINGTON, May 5: Big
business and global capitalism,
the-hallmark of the American
way of life, are under attack in
the United States for the first
time in 20 years, according to
IPS.

Chief assailant, ironically, is
the rightwing Republican Pat
Buchanan whose presidential
election against what he calls
the Republican establishment
threatens to split the so-called
conservalive movement.

But new leaders in the bat-
tered US labour movement,
and even elements in Presi-
dent Bill Clinton's administra-
tion, also appear ready for a
drive against the neo-liberal
orthodoxy that has prevailed in
Washington since Jimmy
Carter's eleetion as president
in 1976. j

Some see this ﬂOpulint ef-
fervescence as the harbinger of
a new political era, when gov-
ernment will once again be
asked to tame the violence of
the market place and revive
strong civic institution as did
the progressive movement in

the early years of this century.

Others simply see it as a
dangerous reaction to major
changes in world trade pat-
terns and technology that have
undeérmined the middle class
and produced the .widest gap
between rich and poor in the
industrialised world. They fear
that Buchanan's brand o pn?-
ulism, in particular, could
usher in a protectionist regime

_that will spur trade wars-and

worse.
Whatever the Interpreta-
tion, however, the signs of
backlash against big business
and global capitalistn are ev-
erywhere,
"Bashing big business: cor-

-porate America is at the centre

of a split within the GOP
1l_‘g:zu-ul:l old party) says the

adline in business week.
Corporate killers 'screamed
the cover of 'Newsweek' and
ne, noting how Wall

- Street is bidding ‘up corpora-
ﬂrfng ousands

tions that are th

of workers, warned: "the lay-
offs have scared the pants of
the public and stirred a politi-

against the icons

cal backlash.”

The question of corporate -

belraviour and responsibility
has become a major issue in
the presidential primaries and
Is being embraced by nearly all
candidates, including Republi-
can front runner, Senate ma-
Jority leader Rebert Dole.

Before losing to Buchanan
in the New Hampshire primary
election Dole, a stalwart de-
fender of business, noted that
‘corporate profits are setting
records, and so are corporate
layoffs". A long-time advocate
of free trade, Dole also has cau-
tioned against new trade
agreements, and even
launched a process by which
Washington could withdraw
from the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO).

For Buchanan, it's a ques-
tion of main street vs Wall
Street whose barons export
American jobs abroad, organise
costly taxpayer baflouts of big
investors and forei elites,
and conspire to build a new
world order that will end more

than 200 years of national in-
cdependence.

KR is Buchanan who is now
spearheading the populist
charge and frightening corpo-
rate executives who have long
supported the Republican

Pal'li;"i

"He sounds like spmebody
from the Afl-Cio," obBerved
Stuart Butter, Director of Do-
mestic Policy at the Conserva-
tive Heritage Foundation, in a
reference to the largest US
trade union federation.

Indeed, Buchanan, who
favours a fervent "economic na-
tionalism" |s being accused by
former right-wing allies of be-
ing everything from a "liberal"
to a "socialist’ in his campaign
against Wall Street nndp
trade.

A witty

and practised de-

- bater, the candidates himself

seems to thrill to such attacks.
Rup-nnding to one, by self-
styled 'tory’ columnist George
ill, last year, he quoted Karl
Marx's.
Observation that “the pro-
tective systemn — is conserva-

of US way of life

tive, while the free trade sys-
tem is destructive (and has-
tens the social revelution”.

After the New Hampshire
Holl. he exulted: "they can't

re out where we are: right,
left, new deal.” He challenged
the economic system directly,
“when go-go global capitalism
is uprooting entire communi-
ties and families, | ask conser-
vatives to figure out what it is
we are to conserve.”

When he says conservatives,
Buchanan clearly excludes the
chieftains of international capi-
tal who, since the era of
former president Dwight
Eisenhower, have been pillars
of republicanism.

“This campaign is to make
the Republican party mere
representative of working men
and women in America who
are losing their jobs and the
Middle Class, whose standard
of Imil falling.” he said.

Buchanan's attacks on
big business is repub-
licans, a more subtle schism is-
developing within the demo-
cratic y and is traditional

|

constituencies, because Clin-
lon has not been :hallenged
for reelection by another
democrat, however, the split is
kept behind closed deors.

Conflict in the democrat's |

ranks primarily centges on
former Wall Street high-roller,
Treasury Secretary Ru-

bin, and Clinton's outspoken
Labour Secretary, Robert Re-
ich.

Reich, who began
publicly about the plight of lll?b
‘anxious class {'of middle and
working class families two
Feara ago, has recently cdlled
or laws requiring co a-
tions” to upgrade ski fof
their workers), to share meore
of the profits with them, and
to remain in their communi-

His remarks, which ap-
Famd on the opened page of
he New York Times. report-

Rubin but elicited
ﬁlrcwnmment_ from the White
s o s T

e as a
mmﬁm piank.

Dragonair offers

@

special Beijing
weekend package

Dragonair is offi a spe-
cial Beijing Weekend Package
which includes round trip air
tickets, three nights stay at
the Beijing Holiday Inn Crowne

Plaza plus ulihuulng tours,
says a

The four da t'hmﬂl t
package valid from Ap
- August 31 is ly offered

to travellers with the price of
just 4,280 HK dollars.

With this package one can
pay a visit to the Great Wall,
one of the seven wonders of
the World. trace the ancient

civilizations of the “"Middle
Kingdom" and ence the
wonders of the Forbidden City

in the heart of Beijing.

At the cost of a normal air
ticket fare to Beijing, passen-
gers can enjoy extra efits
including: Round trip air ticket
on Economy Class basis, 3
nights hotel accommodation at
Beijing Holiday Inn Crowne
Plaza with daily breakfast,
round trip transfers between
ajrgnrt and hotel, 2 days
sightseeing tours with lunch
inclusive and Travel insurance
for passengers under the age
of 70.

Another press release says,
Ms Laura Aysan has been ap-

ointed as the Manager,
romotion Public Relations of
Dragonair.

Taiwan to ease
ban on officials’
trip to China

TAIPEI., May 5: Tajwan will
soon lift restrictions on travel
to China by its officials up to
the level , & News-

paper reported Sunday, ac-

cording to AP.

President Lee Teng-hui will
announce a relaxation of re-
strictions on contacts between

Taipei and Beijing in his inau-

ural address May 20, the
nited E\rl:‘nirg News quoted
an unidentified top govern-

ment official as saying.

Along with the governors,
mayors and the elected heads
of Taiwan's 18 counties will
also be permitted to visit China
as private individuals.
lations forbidding offi-
cial contacts or formal talks
with Chinese authorities will
remain in place. the newspa-

per said

Taiwan has banned trips by
high officials to China since
the tndgﬂu{ the Chinese civil
war in | . legislators
and lower-level servants
have been permitted wvisits

since | 980.



