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U ing Comments

Chief Election Commissioner Mohammad Abu
Hena sounded almost caustic on Saturday when
he told some newsmen that if law and order were
not in the right shape he would ‘seriously think |
whether to hold the elections on schedule.'

We are all worried about the law and order but
that does not justify his rather cynical observa-

level of public expectancy witnessed in the pre-
lude to the forthcoming polls. All we can guess,
however, is that he may have perceived the atmo-
sphere to be a bit darkened, among other things,
by the two major political parties’ announcement
to convene their last pre-poll public meetings at
the same venue in the city on May 10.

While fully sharing his anxiety on that score we
must say we discerned in his statement a mod-
icum of miscommunication between the Election
Commission and the caretaker government on
the vital law and order question itself. This is un-
fortunate because not only are the caretaker gov-
ernment and the Election Commission mandated
under the Constitution to work towards the same
goal, the people's hopes, aspirations and confi-
dence that they will successfully carry out their
writ are also reposed in them. “There is no scope
whatsoever to deal with the law and order and
the electoral operations in separate watertight
compartments. These constitute an indivisible
responsibility for the caretaker government and
the Election Commission.

It is both expected of and incumbent upon the
Chief Election Commissioner that he make his
own assessment of the law and order require-
ment during the polls and indicate it to the gov-
ernment well in time. What, however, is impor-
tant to note is the fact that the CEC will have
control of the entire officialdom placed on elec-
tion duty including the local administrative func-
tionaries. While basically the Election Commis-
sion will be in operational command during the
election. there are complementary functions
which the political parties and the caretaker ad-
ministration must themselves perform at their
respective ends. For instance, nothing short of
responsible behaviour of the political parties will
guarantee a trouble-free atmosphere. For its part,
the caretaker government has the goodwill to use

with effectiveness.

We wish the CEC had not sounded as unsettling
as he did about holding the polls on schedule be-
ing in such a pivotal position as he happens to be.

The Child’s Place

Fifty-four national and international organisa-
tions affiliated to the Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar
Forum have made a very timely appeal to the na-
tion, in particular to the political parties, to ac-
cept the children and women issue high up on
the national agenda.
We commend this group for their timely com-
ing together to express a point of view which
must now become that of the nation as a whole.
The critical point that needs to be internalised by
all. is that when we commit to give the children
our best, we are actually committing to build the
best future for ourselves. A society that does not
put the "child first" does not put its "future first",
which in reality means that the said nation is on a
self destructive course. '
The "children first" appeal comes at an appro-
priate moment. As the political parties are finalis-
ing their manifestoes, and making decisions as to
which issues to take to the people, they should
make a special note of what these NGOs con-
cerned with children rights are saying. The spe-
cific target that they reiterate, are the ones that
we as a nation are pledge-bound to realise. Now
all political parties should make those their own.
We call upon all political leaders to form an all-
party platform about children's rights so that, re-
gardless of which party comes to power, these is-
sues get top priority. Please let us realise that
empty commitment for our children amounts to
fooling ourselves. Only serious governmental ac-
tions, backed by a national political will, can give
our children the future, which we as parents and
we as a nation, are morally and ethically — and
should also politically — be committed to. At least
about our children's right can we not have a con-
sensus? :

Mobin, the first Sacrifice

The mini-screen, or the idiot box, if you will,
has taken its first toll of life in this nation. And
the first casualty is but the beginning of a process.
With the ever broadening coverage of the TV
network — both home satellite — millions of
virgin minds will be exposed year after year to
the diabalical cook-ups on the screen. Some in-
nocent souls are sure to succumb.

Mobin, 8, died for nothing. He was a perfectly
healthy child and the proof of that lay in his very
normal response to horror scenes of the Ramo-
nand Sagar phantasmagoria, Arabian Nights. He
just fainted and died. We of the contaminated soul
and diseased take horror and violence and
all violation of beauty and norm of human be-
haviour, known as exhibitionism, in our stride.
Mobin's death will not make anyone, particularly
of the television authorities, stop for a while and
think over the advisability of telecasting such low-
grade horror pieces. Here is no question of ban-
ning this or that film or programme. It is the
matter of choice we want to emphasise. We, of
course, can choose to show better material. Nar-
cbtic drugs are popular. That does not entitle
these to be peddled in stores.

Mobin has died, physically. The rest of us do
not do so. We keep on dying, mentally. Please
think of the vulnerable crores in the villages who
take for the truth every incredible hulk -and
bionic weman and the assorted genii of the Ara-
bian Nights. While the myths and legends and
fairy tales of the many cultures only enriched
| man's mind — the m -day concoctions only
rob it of creativity. Man is better dead than ceas-

tion. For this obviously is out of step with the high |

ing to be ereative.
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* the door. Economi

N Febru: 23, 1977,
the New York Times
quoted an American
L er — "The worst the

sociely, more law there will be.
In Hell there will be nothin
but law. and due process
be meticulously observed”

Iin Bangladesh Lhere are
frequent calls by various gro-
ups — social forces, If
to money. business. land, rell-

. education, labour, :;d
also military asking for more
laws for safeguarding their

ts. Bul very often we lend
to forget that the mere exis-
tence of laws do not nec-
essarily ensure protection by
these laws. It is the application
or the use of those laws which
arantee the rights and bene-
ts of various conflicting grou-
ps and interests eventually
contributing to the growth and
development of civil society.
That is why sometimes | am
tempted to be in total agree-
ment with Gaetano Mosca who
propounded so forcefully In
the late 19th century — °
of civilization corr nds to
the grade of JURIDICAL DE-
FENCE'

Cynicisim about law and its
purveyors is endemic not only
In our c&:ntr}r but in many
parts of world. The reason
is not far to seek ' legal justice
is a very lengthy process. Even
in the US and Europe it is said
that justice is only for the rich
who can afford to reach the

rtals of the palace of justice.

or the r the process is a
luxury. rwise why should
many pmgle believe that a
lawyer's job is to manipulate

the skeletons in other ple's
closets? In disgust Plutarch
believed that ‘all laws are
usecless, for good men do not
need them and bad men are no
better by them.” No wonder
the government of Andorra,
{little comfort for us though)
drecreed in 1864 that ‘the ap-

arance in our courts of these
earned gentlemen of the law,
who can make black agl:)cnr
white, and white appear black
is forbidden!

A society, to grow and de
velop. needs certain threshold
of behaviour: Hence the neces-
sity of the Constitution whence
the legal system/culture of the
country flows. As Justice Mo-
hammad Habibur Rahman said
on January 5 1996, at the
44th fuunzng anniversary of
the Asiatic society, 'law can be
abused and it has been exten-
sively abused during most of
the human history. It can also
be used for a good cause .. .
There is ;:dgmwing awareness
of the ruled that power should
be used for their good as well .

In Bangladesh the [ruits ol
fndependence and sovereignty
liave hardly been enjoy by
the people. The blood of the
three million martyrs cry out
for justice. and II::: savaged
honour of the two hundred
thousand women siand as
eternal senitry ta ensure the
weal ol the commonman 1toil-
ing away to earn their beeps.
Thus the Chief Adviser's ad-
dress of April 25 to the DCs
and SPs assumes special poi-
gnance Farttcularly in the
context of his remarks on the
glorious War of Liberation.

In disgust Henry Adams
bemoaned, 'Humanity they
knew to be corrupt and in-
competent from the day of
Adam's creation’. “Cynicism at
its worst. But debasement in
political and administrative
morality — from good to bad in
morals, manners and actions —
in Bangladesh make us all
wonder what went wrong.
While listening to the anniver-
sary lecture at the Asiatic So-
ciety, the words of Justice
Habibur Rahman sounded very
relevant and timely. He almost
epitomised in one paragra
the cause, as it were, of the
deep malaise afflicting us. In
acknowledgement | quote him,
‘It [Constitution) has already
been amended 12 times [now
134h time) — twice to change
lhe form of government, thrice
to ratify the deeds and actions
of extra-constitutional regi-
mes, once to glorify an in-
dividual, and twice to qualify
an individual otherwise dis-

Sir. During Pakistan days
we had no Constitution till
1956 and we were ruled by
unelected people. Unfortu-
nately in Pakistan there was no
national election before 1965
except provincial elections.
The Impact of the authoritar-
lan rule in Pakistan was the
1962 Constitution which was
responsible for the mass up-
aurgl: of 1969 initiated by the
students of Bangladesh. This
resulted in the true and fair
national election in 1970. But
the transition to democrac
was halted. Then Bahglad:al;:
emerged as an independent
country in 1971.

In our 25 years of existence
as an independent nation,
Bangladesh has a history of
only thirteen years of constitu-
tional rule including boycott of
Parliament by opposition for
about 22 to 23 months. For
more than half of the 25 years
the Constitution was sus-
pended and the country was
under Martial Law. Absence of
the tradition of spontaneous
democratic political institu-
tions was to a great extent re-
sponsible for Martial Law. So-
cio-economic conditions in
Bangladesh do not ¥crmlt her
to have the luxury of a labora-
tory of constitutional experi-
ments.

With the recent restoration
of democracy, and proposed
election under the caretaker

overnment, an opportunity
or national revival ks at

c mmcilam
tion is equally vital like the
basic elements of the rule of

Anatomy of Corruption : Mark III

Syndrome

A society without a sense of

Bangladesh

(This is the last of the three articles under this series)
hist l  for historical T —— i !

for corruption and corrupt practices. We have got it here in inore than our normal share.

qualified. The provisions with
rﬁ“rd to judiclary, were
changed at twenty
The amendment of the
Constitution, which is the
solemn of the peo-
ple of the country, with such
gay abandon ﬁ'hap- typifies in
many ways the Bengalee per-
sona. Bengalees are known to

ﬁost-Fiauae_v Bengal seems to
- ha
- Bangladesh with renewed vigo-

ership.

wreak their malice on rivals by
due process of law' They use
the courts for the same pur-
pose jor which an Englishman
employs a horsewhip or a Cali-
forntan his bowie knife. As
Hunter said, the Bengali has
reduced the rather perilous
business of making out a prima
facie case to an exact science.
Hunter's alistic hauteur
apart, the a fits into our
character, with honourable ex-
ceptions of course. one hun-
dred twenty-five years on.
Abuse of power is a well
known method of enriching
oneself or lining one's. pocket.
Corruption, another name of
abuse of . is a criminal
offence. But in a society where
you have checks and balances
the incidence of corruption is
less. The widely known case of
Japanese Prime Minister
Hosakawa is alwavs referred to
as a benchmark of govern
mental transparency. Years
before he became prime min-
ister he borrowed some money
from a friend to buy a
house. When he assumed the
office of the premiership. he
was reminded by an Opposi
tion member of the Diet that
he did not pay any interest on
the sum he had borrowed from

his (riend. a) he had re-
paid the ipal. The 8-
uon that hered the WAS

fine distinction between pro-
priety and abuse of power. He
wernt into a meditation, came
back to the Diet. and admitted
to wrong doing by u‘{!mthlt
an average Japanese not
enjoy the same privilege. He
therefore tendered resigna-
tion. The Japanese democracy
emerged the stronger. Resig-
nation is a common practise in
many other democracies if
only to underline governmen-
tal accountability. e recent
Hawala case in India is an ex-
ample. The late Lal Bahadur
Shastri resigned after taking
lull responsibility following a
train accident in which many
Ban:ngcru lost their lives

ack home in Bangladesh. in-
dustries minister Zahiruddin
Khan followed the same noble
tradition of accepting ministe-
rial responsibility by resigning
following the deaths of over a
dogzen [armers in the fertilizer
crisis of 1995

John Strachey, war minis-
ter in the British Labour gov-
ernment, in his book. The
End of Empire. .1959. made
some interesting revelalions
about . Lord Clive, in an
effort to lessen the rampant
corruption of the East India
Company officials, legalised
their right htn private trade
even thou they were paid
servants. ry oﬁiccr got his
share strictly according to se-
niority — a colonel £7000
a vear, a major £2 (about
£90.000 and £40,000 in pre-
sent day value). This culture of
loot and plunder begun by the
East India Company has sur-
faced with greater vengeance
in our dear land. The exhor-
tion from the Begum of Oudh
It-’ly governor-general Warren

astings bears striking simi-
larity with the mastan culture
in to-day's Bangladesh

While it is wrong to at-
tribute all our woes to the
doors of the British Colonial
rule, it is interesting to note
that the syndrome obtaining in

ve returmed to independent

LT, ore Plassey, the lirinsh

HAIN

and its enforcement

law
through a well-knit structure

of a civil and judicial adminis-
tration. The cry for a revolu-
tionary change bears, in the
ultimate analysis, no weightage
when 86 per cent of the coun-
try’'s budget is financed with
foreign aid and loan and 60 -
Ecr cent or more of it goes
ack to the donor countries
mainly in the absence of ex-
perts, technology. trade and
commerce, managerial and
administrative know-how. As a
result, the benefits do not
trickle down and fail to benefit
the national economy.

Now to improve the .econ-
omy and lo minimise the de-
pendence on aids and loans, a
national consensus in Lthis re-
gard is a must. Politicians have
to have the spontaneous joint
role in this regard. Students’
continuous and compulsory
military training and participa-
tion for a part of the year in
vital sectors including indus-
try. agriculture etc. will un-
doubtedly facilitate developing
a healthy situation in the coun-
try. It would enrich their
knowledge and skill so as to
train and develop future lead-

Democratic and sponta-
neous political institutions —
Parliament and the local self-
government at village and dis-
trict levels like Union Boards,
District Boards — need to be

ractised. Educated, honest
eaders need to be motivated
to go Lo stay at their viliages
for ensuring healthy environ-

ment.

Md Amwarul Afzal
Raninagar, Naogaon

in the absence of any other
goods for which there was a
market in India, were expor-
ting gold and silver (o buy our
collon, plece-goods, colton
yarn, muslins, indigp, redw-
ood, silk, etc. The exchange of
these precious metals was a
kind of net investment in our
country. But fol

Lthis transfer stopped.
unrequited value of the drain
from India between 1757-
1815. according to some res-
earchers, amounted to £1
bilhon (to-day's value of over
£20 billion).

Mir Jafars and Jagat Seths
conspired with the India
Company to seize power from
Nawab ﬁ:uddﬂﬂw a. They
were pr arrogance,
ambition and greed. If they had
foreseen the con of
their betrayal th?r would have
ﬁrhnpn paused for a moment

fore delivering the coup de
grace.

The Bengali Muslims. thr-
oughout history. have shown
iremendous amount of resi-

ENCHIRIDION

Walion
lience and creativity in spite of

the unfriendliness ol the
British and even the Is.
But they have not, unfortu-
nately, shown much sense of
histo It is not a surprise,
therefore, that the recorded
history of this region streiches

over seven hundred years,
although there was human
habitation in this area for thou-
sands of years.

Because of our relative lack
of sense of history we Bengali
Muslims have made many mis-
takes. We have believed others
without checking up the au-
thenticity, whereas we have
shown a tremendous amount of
lack of confidence In ourseives
when the crunch came We be-
lieved historians like Marsh-
mai who said that Hindus and
Muslims were perenmially arch-
enemies, forgetiing our thou-
sand years ol living in peaceful
harmony. Thus in 1905 the
Muslims of Bangal
the partition of Bengal for

communal reasons. as the
Hindus in 1947 sup ed the
partition of Bengal for the

same reasons. With the benefii
of hindsight. many historians
believe that for the Bengali
Muslims it was a folly to
render support to the Pakistan
movement unconditionally. So

#
Rahman

the martyrdom on February
21, 1952. the six- cowven -
ant for the and the
Declaration of |
on March 28, 1971 was but
inevitable in asser-
ting our and inde-
t . It was left
o the indomitable apd
the historic vision of -
bandhu Sheikh

man to redress the centuries-
old injustice suffered thé
E:ng,l ees. Alter March 71
ngalees could again f
proud to be known as sons
the soil. true and h::rm ins-
iead of tracing t ancestry
to some IWIII‘.I Persians. or
iragis. or even Aﬁm Path-
ans or Turks! e sudden
awareness of the Bengaleeness
of the Bengalees pre
a ance, accoun to
the

people. as in the preambie

to our consdtution, &'ﬂlpﬂ' in
i redom and make contri-

bution towards international
ace and co-operation in
eeping with

r b el e i
aspira of J

We could hardly set our
house In order when hist
age'n stopped In
with the brutal assassination of
the founder of the nation.
Again the tried o
turn the clock on history
as they did in 1757 The
events of August 15 10758
happened u the cover ol
darkness, the result of a cabal,
4 Conspiracy. An extra-ordinary

level of energy was
t Lo put clock back, to
;i-tnrt history. to vendalise

our natural persena and our

true ’

it is not a that un-
like other countries of the
world we have not

respect for historical memeo-
ries is an Ideal breeding
ground for corru and cor-
rupt practices. We have got it
here in more than our normal
share. We notice that many of

us have little for Lradi-
tions, little for law and
disci The 'rall power

ng
round the law — mostly by the
so-called r nru:lhr?ulinl
elite of the society. Lack of re-

cultural heritage
try The Mainamati pi
the earty
example
Budd
stolen

;
i
2F

and wmple it 18 net for neth
ing  therefore that between
1972-199]. as many as four
dillerent is over 20
yrars used this law only on 5/6
officers of the Republic. There

From time iﬂllltl.ﬂlﬂll

there is a popular saying in
Bengal that dharmer col

mirror but | cannot cate
Rule of law did not
cause of scant
ernmental

el
i

1
1
frefdd

accountability
Twenty-two billion dellars

or so pumped into the
in the past quarter century

hardly visible Has the lot of

the common farmer
litattvely im the
DF ac
re was 7
ﬂ"h-nﬂy

whereas |t
above 5
the past 22 i
seventies. a t 50
ople lived below
ine. now It is about

the
per
80

pﬁ'tﬂﬂp.iﬂlnn_h

poverty
per

rent: unemployment was |8
per cent. now It is 45 per

rent. This progression of gret-
esque poverty can be rolled

back only through a gev.
ernance whirh is tru B -
tountiable .anel re o

the need of the
NGOs
fesulis Lhan the government
sponsored programmes Many
development!  programmes
fvpporier by fer=ign aid e
irtedly have become breed
N grounds for in-buitlt le
calised cofruption. because of
alleged political manipulations.
A Grameen Bank lending pre-
Ccens has near hundred: per
Cent recovery rate. a B or
Proshika gives a better account
ol themselves in reaching eut
tvo the :u A CARITAS or a
Father Marino Rigon is meore
responsive 1o the local neetdp

b nﬂuutln&pmph- Why? The
failure of the adminisiration
machinery can ecasily be
blamed on bureaucracy th
I8 less Lhan [air Burcaucracy
cannot be absolved of its share
ol responsibility of course. As
we have recently seen in some
news items/columns that cer
tain members of the bureau-
cracy were responsible in as-
sisting the former govern-
ment. in retiring over 400 se-
dor civil and military efficers,
including secretaries, ambas-
sadors, additional secretaries.
IGs. top bankers elc under a
law which cannot be used save
and excepl in cases where
questions of national security
or loyalty Lo Lhe
stale /constitution is involved.
It is thus o Black Law, plain

ple
are J:trlnt betler

heguer, beats
the imaginatien .in its abswur-
What is the out of this
find? A mﬂf re-

and accounts to

dence of the Jnﬂﬂlm
the Exeeutive Amd a free and
(air election fer electing our
law-givers members the
arflament Chief Election
OTTHTH R BIeTWT Mena has
siruck a hopeful note exhort
ng peepie s right te cheose
freely witheul fear or faveur.
india s avinwwlar CEC TN
Sheshan siaied recently ihal
rirstion corruptien is ihe
igges! corruption in India
Our preblemn s v ere a--
rious. When a former Cabinet
Secretary returned elected a la

I3th February syndrome re-
poriedly siw over BO
cent bBaliets lnngi- boxes. l;.:r
(elt rather small and dimin-
ished This » o Haeell in
the diseanr. | need be a surpl-
cal inlervention is welicome
Abu Hena, with his three magl
— Abidur Rahman, Mushtaque
Ahmed Chewdhury and Falzur
Razzaque — could deliver that
Waerld Bank's. Plerre Lendil
Mills with liberal Cambrige
hullrl-ubn:. must I:Il some
responsibility in | higd uas
linn:r: msddie . rfd for
acegunl ty. His lmtive as
the team leader of the denor.
cemmunity weuld be (imely,
Adminisirative reforms draw-
ing en Lthe werks ol the USAID
and UNDP together with a [fee
and fair election could provide
Lthe critical mass lor thal me-
ment L arrive. The carelaker

fuwu'nmbm can do the needful
or creafing the momenium.
Transparency Sir. all trans-

parency..

" E must have a
national govern-
ment for the next

five years. other-wise the

country may break up.,” Ra-
jasthan chfef minister Bhairon

Singh Shekawat cautioned dur-

ing a conversation at Jaipur

org the polling. He said that
different political parties

should come together around a

minimum programme.

There is no gain sa

fact that India would better

if it were to have political

peace. There are too many
problems, too many gdemands
and too many pressures. No
government ol one can
cope with them. the job does
look easier when the pulls are
limited.

Shekawat's remark, ¢

as it does from a top BJ

leader, assumes importance.

Party president LK has

also said in an interview that

there are no political untouch-
ables for the BJP. What it con-
notes is that the party is will-
ing to sup with any other ;
Still, such statements -
not add up to cooperation wi
other political parties. The ba-
sic point is whether the BJP is
willing to give up the Hinduvta,
which has distanced it from
other parties. A national gov-
ernment or a coalition has no
meaniniun]cﬂu es, joining
hands. have or lop a com-
mon approach to certain is-
sues. Except for the BJP all
Faniea concur on keeping re-
igion separate from politics.
ill the BJP do it? Can the

party retract from its Hindu-

via thesis publi
It is difficult to imagine the
Advani

Earljf turning a new |
as admitted in an interview
that the "Hinduvta has given
the party its strength.” not
secularism. Many BJP leaders,
like him, believe what singles
them out in the country is
their 'Hindu nationalism'. Not
unlﬂjthat. Advani and the like-
minded are convinced that the
BJF will gain by building a
temple at the site where the
Babri Masjid stood before de-
molition. That the case is
ﬁcndin before the Allahabad
igh Court does not. deter
them. This, however, speaks
volumes about their respect
for the law.
The BJP has yet another
roblem. It cannot cut off itself
Irom its life-line, the RSS,
which wants to establish a
Hindu raj in India. Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Jaswant Sin
like Sﬂtkawal. belong to a lib-
eral school of thought. But
none of them has the courage
to TD against the RSS,
n one form, the experi-
ment of associating the BJP

Parties and Polls in India

was tried in 1977. Then the

gﬂy‘: name was the Jan
ngh and it had into
the Japata. Both Vajpayee and

Advani were members of the
janatn i overnment.
ai;aprakas arayan. who

he Jnnatacum:tnm

was confident that the
Jan Sangh members had

snapped t tie with the
ng. But he died a disap-.
pointed man. When the chips

were down, the Jan h

members donned the Kh
knickers like any RSS activist
and stood in a drill.

Again in 1989 when the
BJP supported the Janata Dal

vernment from outside, it

pt its istic fl
atop. The BJF wheeled its
through northern India on way
to the Babri miasjid, The
-:lﬁn:r:m-.wrilt the Janata Dal the
stopped the rath and detained
Advani. How can such a forma-
tion reconcile to a setup which

".Inilfli]]]l be 3 to the mandir
philosop ;

The party has not only been
ploughi furrow but

a lonely
also uﬁng an Iintransigent
stand on several natfonal is-

tion. It is o

‘to shed their

festo.

Even the programme of
economic reforms does not

escnt major difference.

ere is nul objection to for-
el capital, e dispule is
nvﬁ thg field to q:r ich it
should come first. The infras-
tructure and the hi-tech indus-
try are on the lop of most pac-,
indiscriminating. But it too
has realised that the foreign
investors’ preference fos con-
sumer goods has given the
party a bad name.

All these things. however
difficult, can be sorted out.
The real hitch is the Hinduvta.
It all depends on the BJP be-
cause no political party will
compromise on tlhie imt of

arism, h'lll..lllh‘hl n India
are an integral part of the na-
io if they

a feeling of i or

ality.

ho should head the na-
tional government will be the
question if the parties are able
fferences. The
tallest among political leaders
is West Bengal chiel minister

Basu. But Vajpayee, Laloe

Jyoti
- Yadav and Narasinha Rao can

BETWEEN TH

E LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

sues. Kashmir is one example.
All parties are commit to
article 370 which guarantees
special Autonomous status to

state. But the BJP wants to
abolish it.

In other fields there is
practically no difference be-
tween the BJP and other polit-
ical parties. Their 1996 elec-
Hu{l:y ?mlfﬂtnﬂ; read differ-
en ut say the same thing.
Take the policy of agriculture
which affects the cuunl:‘\:lldc
where BO per cent of Indians
live. C wants to accord
agriculture the status of indus-
try, while the BJP says it will
give agriculture same benefits
as industry. The Janata Dal
favours an equitable balance
between agriculture and indus-

In the field of education, all
E;ruu want total literacy.

ngress and the BJP even
promise the same allocation, 6

r cent of the country's GDP |,
or education. There is no dif-
ference when it comes to the
panchayat raj. which all want
to stren . The of
decentralisation has
high-lighted in every mani-

one day get a majority

be a possibility, depending on
the number seats the P.

the Janata Dal and C
secure respectively. The com-
munists are reportedi .
soring vice-president KR
Narayan. He has. in fact, wrig-
ed out of a trip to Iran on
13 s0 as to be 'available’
i. In the later half of 1
when the proposal of natienal
rnment was mooted, Ars(,
name of Shankar Dayal
Shatrma, then vice-president.
was mentioned seriously.

The idea of national gov
ernment may well turn ouf to
be only hypothetical because
the P believes that It will

in Fl"-
liament on the slogan of Hin-
duvta The first attempt will be
to keep the BJP out If It dees
not succeed the question of
BJP will arise Whichever the
coalition. it may be shakey It
is going to be tough for the
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should not. however,

cate the situation by doin
what the Janata did in 197

after assumi power |t dia-
missed the Congrmn! govern-  pariles
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National Government Possible?

l'l'llﬂ::i lll':l-.tl:le“luul on Lhe
ground that y's defeat
al the Lok MI:‘"III indi-
cated that it had lest the con-
fidence of people. This infer-
ence was wreng. indira Gandhi
made the same mistake by
dismissing the nen-

governmhents in | when
she casme back (e . ’
‘owt the siale ad-
mir;:t__rltinnl on the b;:l: of
parflamentary elections set
a bad precedent. If can whit-
tle dewn proviricial astenomy
which the seuthern states par-
ticularly may not pocket qui-

The e elect the state
representatives normally on
issues a them directly.
for par-
liameint they hawe a Jarger per-
spéctive |n view. it has hap-
penied in many, clectiens that-
the people have voled one
party at the centre and the
other in the states, have
oftent done s0 even to balance
things 10 ensure that pulls
frem the centre are thwarted
by the ceunterpulls in the
slates

it goes 1e the credit ol
Narasimoha Rao that he did not
disturb  state gevernments
whent he came te power in
199 The BJP, the Janata Dal
and the ceinmunists have
ruled theéir respective states,
even thouwgh there has beenm a
Congress gevernment at the
eenire, He even lefl the th:r-

anata

nors, appwinted by the
Dai. untosuched.

However, Rav's own choice
of governors has been delec:
tive. He should have felt em-
barrassed ever the appoint-
ment of Shetla Kaul expesed
te redicule by the housing
racket. Maharashira
nder has

$oo 1
g
rf

ims in the
riola in #lﬂ‘- Kr- .
ishna Rao in Kashmir has done

the worst by using brute force

for splving a pelitical struggle

A government s success of
failyre ia, heowever. not depen-
dent en the geverners. not
eveiit the it. who has

cal um 1o play a
histeric rele. Quality of
MPs will owatter, tical par
ties are important ause the
anti defection measure gives
themn an abselute cenirel over
them Ultimately. the tion
is how [ar the vartous s
are willing (o suberdinate their
interests for the sake of the
Sounitry e commitment of
MPs s as impertani as that of




