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NEWS BRIEFS

By DU Correspondent

A special session ol the
Dhaka University Senate will
be held at 3: Ln today with
Vice Chan{:t:%r Prof Emaj
uddin Ahmed® in the chair
according to official sources
The ' ing has been
convened by the VC. who is
the president of the Senate

following requests from some

32 pro-Awami League senators. |

The first return flight of
Biman ammved in

Dh y from Jeddah
with 301 jis. An of-
ficial said 7. 721 pul-

went to Saudi Arabia un-

government management
thisﬂy:ar. Biman will ogcrau:
26 flights up to May 23 to
bring them home, reports
UNB

Akhtaruzzaman
granted bail

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGAN.J. May 5 Ma-
or (retd] Akhtaruzzaman a
ormer MP of BNP. was re-

12 B K MISSION ROAD DHAKA
FAX B0 2 9558415 PHONE

leased on bail today. The party |

workers accorded a reception
to Akhtaruzzaman in the jail
gate. The former MP. along
with two other party activists
were taken into custody
following an untoward incident
over the ayrest of a Jubo Dal
leader last Wednesday.

e L
joins BNP
Former industries secretary
Mosharraf Hossain yesterdav
formally joined ithe BNF hy
presenting a bouquet 1o BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda

Zia at ']JIII'}" electiom office at
Kakrail m the citv Former

mutf rime manister Jama!
in Ahmed and BNP Joint
Secretary General Abdullah Al
Noman were also present

reports BSS.
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Volers will not require the
voters' identity cards to cast
votes in the coming elections,
an Election Commission press
release said yesterday. reports
BSS. .

The press release said the
President had postponed the
operation of the act formulated
earlier requiring the voters 1o
cast vote with identity cards

through promulgating an ordi
nance on April 25 last.

Now any person would be
able to cast his vote in the
elections only if his or her
name is enlisted dn the voters
list of the respective areas, the
press release added.

Polling éxpenditure

The Election Commission
yesterday also asked the con-
tenders of the coming parlia-
mentary polls to submit the
description of possible sources
of their polling expenditure

BAISAKH 23,

1403 BS,

‘No ID card needed
to cast vote

within seven days ol the date
set for withdrawal of candida-
ture; !

Following statements are to
be made in the description:

l. The sources of personal
income which would be ex-
pended for polling.

2. The amount of money to
be provided by the relatives as
debt. donation or vepluntary
subscription and the sources of
income of the relatives con-
cerned.

3. The amount of money to
be provided by any other per
sons as debt or voluntary sub-
scription.

4. The amount of money to
be provided by any institution,
political party or any organisa-
tion as voluntary subscription.

2. The possible amount of
money to be provided by any
other sources.

According to the Repre-
sentation of Public Order.

1972, the contending candi-
dates will have to submit the
return of their annual income
and expenditure 1in the
prescribed form.

If the candidate is an in-
come tax payer, he will have to
submit a copy of the income
tax return submitted last time
along with the statement. A
FGE}F of this statement (to be
submitted to the respective re-
turning officers) will have to be
sent by post to the Election
Commission.

The EC warned that if any
contender spends money from
any sources other than men-
tioned in the descriptions, and
violate the concerned by-laws
of the Representation of Public
Order, will be accused of cor-
ruption and liable to be sen-
tenced for minimum two years
and maximum seven years of
rigorous imprisonment or to-
gether with fine.

More EC bodies
to check
irregularities

‘By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) has set up two more bod-
ies in addition to the existing
Electoral Enquiry Committee
(EEC) to check the irregular-
ities during the coming par-
liamentary elections, EC sour-
ces said.

A four-member Task Force
and an Observation Committke
were set up at the EC Secre-
tariat and in the field level re-
spectively, the sources sald.

One or more observation
committees will be set up in
every district. After detecting
irregularity the committees
will immediately inform the
EEC, set up at every district
headquarters.

Hccnrdinpt to the EC
sources, the EEC, in turn will
conduct its investigation into
the complaint. And after com-
pletion of the investigation,
the EEC will submit its report
to the Task Force, the sources

said,
See Page 12 Col 8
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Interview concludes

AL may announce
list of candidates

on Thursday

By Reaz Ahmad

Awami League is likely to
announce on May 9 the names
of 300 party candidates for the
seventh parliamentary elec-
tions, according to parly sour-
ces here.

The sources hinted yester-
day that the AL Parliamentary
Board which interviewed 1485
nomination seekers in the last
two days was expected to fi-
nalise the list of nominees for
all the 300 seats of the Jatiya
Sangsad by May 8 and make it
public on the following day.

The sources further told
this correspondent that there
was a strong possibility ol an-
nouncement of the election
manifesto of the party on the

same day.

Awami League yesterday
completed interview of nomi-
nation seekers. A total of 863
aspirants from Chittagong,
Sylhet and Dhaka divisions
faced the AL Parliamentary
Board yesterday.

Party chief Sheikh Hasina
who heads the 11-member
board. took the interviews at
the party's central office at
Bangabandhu Avenue till 11
pm last night.

There are 168 Jatiya
Sangsad seats in 32 districts in
Chittagong, Sylhet, and Dhaka
divisions.

A total of 310 aspirants

See Page 12 Col 6
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;Jam

Party nomination seekers and their supporters crowding the premises of the Awami League central office at

Bangabandhu Avenue (top) and BNP office at Kakrail (Bottom) in the city yesterday

— Star photo

258 more face BNP interview

13 lone applicants from
Dhaka division

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP nomination board
continued interviewing the
aspirants for the party tickets
in the June 12 parliamentary
election for the second con-
secutive day yesterday.

On the day, 258 nomination
seekers for 59 seats of 12 dis-
tricts under the Dhaka division
were interviewed, BNP office
secretary Nazrul Islam Khan
told journalists at the party's
Kakrail election office in the
city last night.

Those who faced the BNP
nomination board yesterday
included Abdus Salam Taluk-
cdar. Choudhury Kamal [bne
Yousuf, Humayun Khan Panni,
K M Obaidur Rahman, Shahja-
han Siraj. Lutfar Rahman Khan.
Abdul Karim. Jahanara Begum.
Sirajul Haq. A B M Zahidul Haq
and Mahmudul Hassan. .

There were lone applicants

——

for the BNP nomination in 13
Jaliya Sangsad seats. The
aﬁplicanls are: Abdus Salam
Talukdar [(Jamalpur-4), Sul-
tanul Mahmud Babu [Jamalpur-
2), Sirajul Haq (Jamalpur-5]),
Lutfar Rahman Khan [Tangail-
3), Shahjahan Siraj (Tangail-4),
Abdus Salam Pintu (Tangail-2).
A B M Nazmul Huda (Mymen-
singh-3), Advocate Abdul
Karim (Netrokona-1). Nurul
Amin Talukdar (Netrokona-3j,
Lutfuzzaman Babar (Netrokona-

4), Zahed Ali Choudhury
(Sherpur-2), Nazrul Islam
(Sherpur-1) and Mahmudul

Haq (Sherpur-3).

Headed by BNP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia, the party
parliamentary board yesterday
took interviews of party ticket
aspirants from Tangail, My-
mensingh, Netrokona. Ki-

«  See Page 12 Col 8

Election manifesto

aat for Islamic
democratic state

By Staft Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami. {f voted to
power. will amend the Consti
tution and declare Bangladesh
an Islamic democratic welfare
state’ where the holy Quran
will be the source of all laws,
according to the partys elec-
rion manifesto announced here
vesterday

"Imposition of the law of
Quran does not mean that
hands of thieves would be cut
as is misunderstood by many
people, We will impose the law
in phases according to social
acceptance,” Jamaat Ameer
Prof Golam Azam said while
announcing the manifesto at a

ress conference at the Al-
alah auditorium.

The manifesto outlined the

“party’s 'Islamic economic sys-

tem’ and its policies regardin
farmers, women’'s rights an
rights of non-Muslims.

The party's foreign policy,
defence policy, education pol-
icy and steps for maintenance
ol law and order. political sta-
bility. and consolidating
democracy were also outlined.

Golam Azam said that Ja-
maat did not believe in terror-
ism. "If voted to power, Jamaat
will root out all types of terror
ism and improve the quality of
politics in the country.”

The manifesto also reiter-
ated Jamaat's old slogan aboult

Sce Page 12 Col 3

WB study on reforming public sector

The country needs to sig-
niiu. cntly improve the perfor-
mance of its public sector to
get out of the persi low
growth trap. observed a World
Bank study on the functioning

of the gowernment

"A gquantum leap in effi-
ciency and eflectiveness of the
overnment is needed if
angladesh has to accelerate
and sustain growth reduce
poverty. anticipate the cg?)or-
tunities and challenges the
future. and enable its enter-
prising citizens and tpnvate
sector to realise their full po-
tential and compete in a
fiercely competitive global
markets " s the recent WB
study entitled "Government
that works: reforming the pub
lic sector

creased efficiency needed to
get out of low growth trap

Star Report

The study emphasised the
importance of ensuring a
transparent and open govern:
mernt, bri about account-
ability in public sector 1l-
cies and streamlining laws and
regulations to improve public
sector eff]

It retterated that the public
sector s range of functioning
should be restrained to core
areas where others are not
prominently active, because an
overextended government can
not be efficient

Improving the level and
nature of accountability and re-
sponsiveness of public sector
agencies to citizens was also
stressed

‘A government and public
institutions accountable to
their owners work betier .’ the

WB study observed.

It also said the regulations,
laws and processes through
which the government inter-
acts and regulates the citizens
and private sector should be
streamlined. “The level of
transparency. falrness and au-
tomaticity of the legal and
regulatory institutions. policies
and practices, have a major
bearing on the efficiency of the
government.”

The rules and processes by
which the government con-
ducts its policy and decision-
making functionings should
also be overhauled since sound
policy formulation, its effective
implementation and speedy
and transparent decision-mak-
mg. are hallmarks of an effi-

cient government, the study
noted

Chechens down Russian plane

GROZNY. Russia. May 5
Chechen rebels shot down a
Russian Su-25 warplane and
kidnapped |1 Moscow-backed
nlice officers while their
leader today rejected Pres:
dent Boris Yeltsin s offer for
prace talks. reports AF

The je1 hghter was brought

dowrn this moming during a

reconnaissance MISsIon nNear
the eastern village of Mairty
Defence Ministry officiais T_!'}E'j
The- Associated Press s pilot
was reported killed

According to Russian news

reports. it was the fifth Rus-
sian warplane shot down in
—hechnya since the war there
began in December 1994
e rebels also appeared to

intensify their attacks across
the breakaway republic

The Russian military com
mand reported nearly 30
shooting attacks on its forces
in Grozny. the ruined Chechen
rapital and eisewhere in
Chechnya since late Saturday

In Grozny yesterday rebels
armed with automatic weaporna
attacked the Russian Interior

Ministry bullding. setting off a
two-hour firefight in which
t killed a Russian officer.

n a separate ambush, a
Russian armoured personnel
carrier exploded on a land
mine planted on the outskirts
ol Grozny yesterday. No casual-
ties were reporied.

"A real cannonade that
could be com to the first
days of the armed conflict In
Gsrozny was heard in the
Chechen capital throughoul
the night." the ITAR -Taas

See Page 12 Col 7
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2 snatched from
police custody
PIROJPUR, May 5 Armed
miscreants snatched two wan-
ted criminals from police

custody soon after their arrest
in Hularhat river port area in

Sadar thana today, reports
UNH
Acting on a tip-off police

raided Hularhat Bazar and ar
rested Monir and Anwar at
about 11 am.

Police and witnesaes said a
gang of about 25 miscreants
intercepted the police van car
rﬁing the arrested to Sadar
thana and took away the ac
cused exploding bombs and
beating the police with lethal

Weapons.

Israel, PLO
begin talks

TABA. E ., May 5: Israeli
and Palestinian teams begin
talks today to try to resolve is-
sues that have bedeviled peace
talks for nearly five years. in-
cluding Jewish settlements
and the future of Jerusalem,
reports AP

The opening session was

ted to be largely sym-

ic. sh both sides are

committed to start 'final status'

negotiations according to

B8C ules set in their earlier
agreements.

Still, talks on such con-
tentious issues as whether a
state of Palestine will exist be-
side [srael show how far the
two sides have come since

talks started in 199]

fore that Israel would not

eveni lalk to the PLO. let alone
discuss a Palestinian state

In easence. the s Lo
be settled have been fought
over since lsrael was estab-
lished in 1948 and hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians
fled or were driven from their
Lyl

JP begins interview
from today

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party (JP) starts
conducting interviews of the
intending candidates for the
coming parliamentary elec-
fions al its Banani office in the
city tocdlay according to party
sOuUrces

An eight member parlia-
mentary board of the party will
start interviewing division-
wise the aspiring candidates
for the 300 parliamentary
constituencies of the country,
the sources added. The inter-
m ocess will continued for

On the first day of the In-
terview today. the nomination
seekers [from Rajshahi are
scheduled to face the nomina-
tion board, while on the next
day the board meets aspirants
from Khulna and Barisal, fol-
lowed by the intending candi-

dates from Chitt and -
het the next daymmugﬂn

the board is scheduled to take
interviews of the intending
candidates from Dhaka divi-
shon .

According to the party
sources. over 3650 a tion
forms were sold till yesterday
the deadline for form distribu-
tion.

Over 750 applications were
submitted seeking nomination.

The party sources indicated
that the party might enter into
and election alliance in at least
20 constituencies with some
smaller parties, sharing its

clection symbol ‘plough’.

At the JP headquarters at
Banani nomination seekers
were seen crowding, while the

y was also vests and

-shirts. with tures of its

rty leader H M Ershad em-
mnudh on m ;:dt ‘:nd its
election ‘plough’ n-
ted on tl";rmnlhﬂ side. P

Storm hits Lalmonirhat,
kills one, injures 20

LALMONIRHAT, May 5: One
person was killed and 20
others were injured In a
nor wester that lashed the
district on Saturday night, re-
ports UNB.

Police said Altal Hossain,
32. a day labourer, died when
he came in touch with a live

electric wire at Mis-
sion Road in the during
the storm.
The storm hit Sadar. Kali-
m, Hattbandha, Pa m and
itmart thanas at a i1

g:'nnd lasted about half an

M?ﬂﬂ“mh-
manded a mmw
in ﬂlﬁl.lﬂ thana which was
affected most by the storm.
h i -
ihere

Six of the were ad-
mitted to local complex.

A large number of electric -

poles and trees were

and standing crops damaged in
the starm.

See Page 12 Col 1
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HSC exams
be shifted
By Staff Correspondent

The Higher Secondary Ex-
aminations (HSC) due to begin
from June 6, is likely to
rescheduled. according to an
authoritative source in the ed-
ucation ministry.

The new schedule will be
decided today at a high-level
meeting here with Prof Sham-
sul Haqg, Adviser for Education,
Youth and Sports in the ch
which will be attended by the
chairmen of all the five educa-
tion boards in the country.

The examination date is be-
ing refixed taking into consid-
eration the June 12 general
elections, the source sald.
“The fresh date will be an-

nounced after consulting the
pe?jpie who organise it,” he
said.

When contacted chairman
of Dhaka Board Prof Moezud-
din Ahmed said that the Ad-
viser had called him for a
meeting in which the date of
HSC examinations would also
be discussed.

This year, for the first time
in the country, the HSC exam-
inations will held with uni-
form set of questions for all
the five education boards, the
source pointed out.

BB advice to
redeem matured
govt bonds
with interests

Bangladesh Bank has ad-
vised individuals and institu-
tions, including banks, holding
matured government bonds to
place claims for redemption,
reports UNB.
The central bank, jn a press
release yesterday, said the ma-
tured bonds should be submit-
ted to the banks from which
those had been purchased for
redemption alo th interest.
The advice came amﬂy
following a r:rort pu in
a national daily saying that the
government was defaulting on
payment of interests and prin-
cipal of its bonds.
According to the daily, the
overnment issued investment

nds worth Tk 1500 crore
during 1993 and 1994 to draw
domestic funds for some prior-
ity projects. Various comimner-
cial banks bought the lion's
share of those bonds.

BNP did a lot
for people,
says Khaleda

IsNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said
there is no alternative to BNP
to deliver service to the peo&l:
and ensure development of
country, reports UNB.

Talking to newsmen at the
Rany's akrail office, she
oped that her party ‘will do
better’ in the coming election
due to her government's suc-
cess in achi progress and
prosperity of the country dur-
ing its five-year rule.

The former Prime Minister
said the people would
those who resigned from the
parliament without completi
their full term. The pﬂthﬂ
elected them for five years.

she said.

um Zia claimed that the
BNP had done a lot for the
welfare of the ple against
the politics of destruction and
anarchy of different political

parties. '
Referring to the 170 days of

hartal and non-cooperation

movement by three political
parties, she said, e have
earned the confidence of the
people by carrying on the de-
velopment works despite an-
archy let loose by those parties
atross the country.”

The BNP chairperson ex-
pressed her gratitude to the
people for standing by her
party in counterin the
conspi to -
to rally round BNP . she

said. is the main platform of
the nationalist forces.

Hearing of
Ershad's

appeal
today

The hearing of former
President H n Mohammad
Ershad's appeal against the
udgement of special tribunal,

haka, in Janata Tower Case
was adjourned till today before
a High Court division bench,
reports BSS.

Another appeal-hearing of
Ershad against the judrnenl
of Special Divisieon Judge,
Dhaka, in the case
was adjourned till 5. 1996
before the same division
bench.

Both the cases were ad-
rmed on the of HM
rshad's Ia s, sendjor Ad-
vocale Abdul Malek and senior
advocate Khondker Mahbub

Hossain
Attorney General

DEPI:II
Amirul !(:blr Chowdhury ap-

| peared for the state.



