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Series of air strikes
on Taliban bases

KABUL . May 4: Despite
rekindled hopes for peace
talks in Afghanistan, govern:
ment jets today rebel
positions south of Kabul during
Ipﬂlﬂiﬂ of air strikes, reports
AP.

Three SU-22 fighter jets

drop at least five bs on
n.-hdpﬁlihnn territory near the

besieged capital. Kabul, said a
Defence Ministry spokesman

who only by the name of
Amruﬁns

Casualty and damage figures
from the air strikes were not
immediately available.

“The jet attack was because
the Tallban have L extra
troops up to the front lines
and are threatening Kabul.
Amrullah said.

Taliban fighters retaliated
this afternoon. firing several
rockets that hit a residential
district in southern Kabul, No-
body was hurt in the attack,
Amruliah said.

The fighting comes as an al-
liance of warnng Aighan fac
tons consider a plan to forge a

Two killed, 9
hurt in two
road accidents

Al least two persons includ-
ing a minor boy were killed
and nine others injured in
road accidents in Pirojpur and
Chittagong yesterday, reports
UNB.

A man was killed and nine
others were injured when a
bus hit a tempo from behind
near Togra ferry ghat on
Pirojpur-Bhandaria road today.

ne dead was identified as
Mohammad Shahjahan, 40, a
Serestadar [record-keeper) of
the court of Senior Assistant
Judge at Pirojpur. He was go-
ing to office by a tempo

Three of the injured — Mo-
taieb, 45, Nur Mohammad. 50,
and Ramanikanta. 52 — were
admitted to Pirojpur Adhunik
Hospital in critical condition.

e driver of the Bhan-

daria-Pirojpur bus man to
flee the spot along with the
vehicle. The tempo was

severely damaged in the acci-
dent.

A case has been filed with
the police.

Another report adds from
Chittagong: A minor boy was

‘. 1d accident at
Bdra Daragahat Bazar in Si-
takunda thana on Dhaka-Chit-
tagong highway today

Mithu, 3. was run over by a
jeep while he was crossing the
road with” his mother who nar-
rowly escaped the accident.
The jeep fled away

Police took the body to the
golin- station and a case was

led with Sitakunda thana in
this connection.

Meanwhile, Sitakunda po-
lice recovered the body of an
unidentified man aged aboul
40 from a pond of Gulfra
Habib Textile Mills, at Basbaria
in the morning.

Hasina

From Papge |
a juvenile organisation, and a
renowned social worker of
Mymensingh, Col (retd)
Mujibur Rahman and Col
(Retd) Abdul Latif also joined
Awami League being imbued
ith the ideals of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. They
also met Sheikh Hasina at her

Dhanmondi residence.

Errata .

In a news item published in
the May 4 issue of The Daily
Star under the headline 'AL
prepares to kick off polls cam-
paign: it was mistakenly re-
ported that Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina lost to
Jatiya Party chairman H M
Ershad with a narrow margin
of 325 votes in Rangpur-6 con-
stituency of Jatiya Sangsad in
1951 electicns.

Actually, AL candidate Md
Motiur Rahman lost to Ershad
in Rangpur-6 (Pirganj) con-
stituency in the 1991 parlia-
mentary elections. The inad-
vertent mistake is regretted.

Pakistan

From Page 1

Separatists in Kashmir, a
charge Islamabad has consis-
tently denied while extending
diplomatic support to the sep-
aratist cause,

On the elections in India_
Benazir said she had no
‘favourites,' adding that who-
ever was elected “we will re-
3pect the decision” of the In-

ian electorate.

But she added that she
would prefer ‘any man of vi-
ston’' to be elected who could
resolve the Kashmir issue.
“Unfortunately I do not see

such a person nor such a
group” emerging from the
elections.

Talking about the situation
in Afghanistan, Benazir con-
firmed an improvement in re-
lations with
Kabul, which were severely
strained after the burning of
the Pakistani em by a mob
in the Afghan capital in
September.

She welcomed a proposal
for an international ban on
arms shipments to hanistan
which was discu at a re-
cent meeting of the United

e government in

coalition overnment with
President Burhanuddin Rab-
et

"Our leaders are to
meet and discuss the bil-
ity of a tie-up with the Rabbani
group.” said alliance

spokesman Dr Talib, who like
many Afghans uses only one

g the

T'.hr..- alliance, or Su
Coordination Counecil

anistan, Lo |
vernment's chiefl rival Tali-
midlitia.

Taliban leaders. however,
have refused to partici in
talks with either the
members or Rabbani's repre-
sentatives.

Taliban hters, many of
whom are former religious
students, have vowed to
Rabbani'

s Lin
and install strict Islamic rule

throughout Afghanistan.
Former Algerian
minister killed

ALGIERS. May 4: Former
Algerian Interior Minister
Mohamed Hardi was assassi-
nated by a suspected Islamic
hit squad today at Oued Smar.
southwest of Algiérs, the secu-
rity services announced. re
ports AFP.

Hardi was killed by “three
armed criminals” around 3:30
pm (1430 gmt} in the carpart
of a state-owned firm, the se-
curity forces said, using a term

. normally employed to describe

Islamic fundamentalist gun-
men,
AL Nomination

From Page |
ers from JS seat No 1 and JS
seal No 2 (Panchagar-1 and 2).

Talking with some nomina-
tion seekers who appeared at
the interview this correspon-
dent came to know that in
case of more than one aspi-
rants from a single con-
stituency, the board t asked
them to decide themselves 'a
consensus candidate'. In case
of their failure to do so, the
board asked them all to accept
its 'selection” and te work
unitedly for the party candi
date.

There are 33 nomination
seckers for two constituencies
in Narail district. After their
group-interview yesterday
evening, they told newsmen
present there that the board
offered them to choose from
among themselves two candi-
dates for Narail-1 and 2 seats.

Emerging from the inter-
view room. Shafiquzzaman
Bachhu. one of the six appli-
cants for Magura-2 con-
stituency, said ‘'we all (six per-
sons) cellected our application
forms together, submitted the
lorms to party office together
and today we committed be-
fore our leaders to remain
united whoever from us finally
got party s blessing.’

UNB adds: Party organising
secretary Mohammad Nasim,
joint secretary Abdul Jalil,
publicity secretary Abdul
Mannan and Anisul Hugq
Chowdhury were the Ilone
nomination seekers from their
respective constituencies.

In Khulna division,
Solaiman Huq was the only
nomination seeker from
Chuadanga-1 constituency
while Prof Rafiqul Islam from
Jessore-2 and Talukdar Abul
Khaleq from Bagerhat-5.

In Barisal division, Sheikh
Hasina was the single candi-
date from Bakerganj-1 while
Prof Nazrul Islam was the sin-
gle nomination seeker from
Bhola-1.

EC guidelines
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— holds any office of profit
in the service of the Republic
other than an office which is
declared by law not to disqual-
ify its holders.

Besides, the Election
Commission said, as per
Section 12 (1) of the People's
Representation Order of 1972,
a person shall be disqualified
for election as a member of
Parliament if he holds any of-
fice of profit of the Republic or
statutory authority, excepting
contracts between any coop-
erative society and govern-
ment, if he enters into any
contract by him or on his be-
half for gaining profit or as a
member of undivided Hindu
family having partnership or
interest in the contract, or if
he enters u?un any contract
for the supply of commodities
to the government, or for im-
plementation of any contract
or for execution of any service
oriented programmes taken up
by the government.

The Election Commission
disqualified the persons for
election to the Jatiya Sangsad
if he/she on the date of filing
nomination papers remains
defaulter of any loan for the
payment of any instalment of
the loan from the bank other
than those for house building
loan for residential accommo-
dation,

— if he/she is a director of
any company or partner of any
firm which is defaulted in the

repayment of any loan from any

bank or in the payment of any
instalment of that loan.

— if he, being the director
of any financial institution as
per description of the Finance

Nations Security Council. Credit Court Act of 1990 is
Benazir said Pakistan ‘has  4efa.iited in the repayment of
never sent  arms into joan taken from the bank or in
an’ and that it had 'm0 the repayment of any instal-
intention’ to do so in future. ment of that.
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Smoke from the

city yesterday.

Jamaat team
meets CEC

A Jamaat-e-lslami delega-
tion led by party Ameer Prol
Golam Azam met Chief
Election Commissioner
Mohammagd Abu Hena at his of-
fice yesterday and discussed

various aspects ol the next
eneral elections. reports
INB,

They emphasised the need
lor crealing a terrorism-free
atmosphere for holding a free
and fair parliamentary polls

The Jamaat leaders assured
the CEC of allout cooperation
in holding a free. fair and neu

tral polls

1’?13 five-member delegation
comprised Prol Yusuf Ali
Badrey Alam, Abdul Gaffar and
Barrister Abdur Razzak, said an
EC press release

2 children
roasted alive

PIROJPUR, May 4: A fire a!
a house at village Bharatkati in
Swarupkati thana last night lefi
two minor children of a family
roasted alive and two other
family members injured. re
ports UNB.

Family sources said, some
unidentified miscreants set
fire to the house at midnight
when the housewife Jebunnesa
along with her four children
were in sleep.

Imam ossain, lI, and
Shilpi. 5, died on the spot
while their mother Jebunnesa
35. and brother Aslam, 6, re-
ceived serious burn injuries in
the [ire. They were rushed to
Pirojpur Adhunik Hospital

A case was filed with the
police.

Withdrawal of
conditions for
visa demanded

From Staff Correspondent |

CHITTAGONG. May 4, Voce-
President of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CCCIi) Nurul Islam
today demanded withdrawal of
the conditions set by Saudj
Arabia, Kuwait and Malaysia for
visas of those countries.

The three countries have
set conditions of purchase of
tickets of their airlines for ob-
taining visas.

In a statement. Nurul Islam
said that following such a pre-
condition. Bangladeshi passen-
gers and expatriates were
compelled to buy tickets at
higher prices that caused
drainage of at least Taka 180
crore a year in foreign cur-
renti,;.

The fares charged by the
airlines of these countries are
4000 to 6000 taka higher than
those charged by other air-

lines, he claimed,
Govt denies
From Page 1
said.

Referring to the US State
Department's decision that it
would continue the import
from embargoed countries if
shrimp is harvested with turtle
extruder device (TEDs), it said
that the Ministry of Fisheries
and Livestock has already
taken measures to send cer-
tificates in DSP form with the

exportable. CEC

From Page |

CEC said, "when [ will antici-
pate any problemn | may seek
promulgation of laws. | am not
complacent. [ have to be pre-
pared for the worst scenario."

About the tension mounting
over the convening of public
meetings by two major politi-
cal parties at the same venue
-on June 10 in the capital, the
CEC said that he expected the
appropriate authorities would
settle the matter.

'l have called a meeting of
all district and divisional
commissioners, police supers
and DIGs on May 6," the CEC
said adding that he would in-
struct them to make the peo-
ple aware of the code of con-
duct and discuss other polls-
related issues.

About the omission of the
clause from the code of con-
duct on the use of places of

worship for election campaign.
the CEC pointed out that
Article 74 of the

Representation of the People's
Order already banned the use
of religion or places of worship

for campaign purposes.
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shop gutted in city

By Staff Correspondent

A big fire broke out at a

slorchouse ol sclentilic
equipment and chemical
roducts at the cltyv s

im_lrgahm idhu Avenue yesterday
he fire ﬁ““rd equipment
and chemical products in the
storehouse ol the DU
Instruments Lid, located at the
ﬁruund floor of a four-storey
uilding at 25, Bangabandhu
Avenue adjacent to the Awami
League central office.

At around 12:45 pm. thick
smoke belched out from the
closed store and spread
around the adjacent shops and
offices including the Awami
League office. The fire created
panic among the AL nomina
tion seekers. who were stand.

ing in a queue then to face in-.

terview by the AL
Parliamentary Board for final
selection

Fire Brigade sources said,
nine fire fighting units rushed
to the spot at around 12:55 pm
and it took them nearly four
hours to bring the fire under
control

The blaze was extinguished
by 4:50 pm. but it took another
two hours to complete the
damping down exercise, fire
service officials said. _

The cause of the fire could
not be immediately identified
and the extent of the damage

Menon blames big
parties for
commercialising
politics

Workers Party general sec-
retary Rashed Khan Menon
vesterday blamed the big polit-
ical parties for "commercia.-
lising education and politics,”
reports UNB.

He apprehended that the
commercialised politics’
would turn the parliament into
a club of moneyed business-
Men. corrupt men, miscreants
and civil-military bureaucrats.

Speaking at a meeting with
school. college and madrassah
teachers at Saheed Suhrawardi
College at Munshir Taluk of
Uzirpur thana in Barisal dis-
trict, Menon regretted that
honest, meritorious and com-
mitted politicians could not
survive in the current trend of
politics.

The WP leader called for
nationalising the country's ed-
ucation system by introducing
uniform education for all. The
existing system is only widen-
ing discrepancy in the society,
he said.

He criticised the past gov-
ernments for commercialising
the education system depriv-
ing the poor of their educa-
tional rights.

is yet to be ascertained. the of-
ficials added

The fire fighters dressed up
in protective suits and breath-
ing apparatus used walter, oxy
gen gas ard foam compound in
their relentless eflort to bring
the fire under control. At this
stage. smoke in varfous
coloures with bad adours from

burning c<hemicals engulfed
the locality

A huge contingent ol police
was deployed in the area to

kKeep onlookers at a sale dis
tance.

No major damage was
caused to other floors of the
bullding which also housed ol
fices of the Dhaka District
Rover Scouts. Government
Transport Pool Employees’
Welfare Cooperative Society,
Modern Films, Modern
Cultural Academy. Razzak Shoe
Store, Rajeeb Hotel and
Ambassador Tailors

But the panic stricken
people moved out of the three
ne buildings — the AL of-
fice ulldlnﬁ. Bata Bazaar
building and Ibrahim Mansion
— lo escape suffocation from
smoke, .

A nearby showroom of the
DU Instruments Lid at 30,
Bangabandhu Avenue was also
found closed yvesterday

All but Deif of
Hamas arrested

GAZA CITY. May 4 Pales-
tinian police have arrested all
members of the armed wing of
Hamas except for Mghammad
Deif. the group's chief and [s-
rael's most wanted man, the

Palestinian security chief said
today.

"We have detained all the
members of the Ezzedin Al-
Qassam armed group except
for its leader Mohammad Deif,
who are still hunting for,"
Colonel Mohammad Dahlan.
head of Palestinian Preventive
Security in Gaza, told AFP.

"We want to capture him.”
he said.

Dahlan also said Palestinian
police had virtually dismantle a
secret organisation drawn
from Ezzedin Al-Qassam mem-
bers to carry out car bombings
in Gaza and attack the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA).

"We have arrested almost all
the members of the secret
Hamas cells in Gaza, including
the main coordinator between
the cells and Ezzedin Al-Qas-
sam.” he said. identifying the
man as Ibrahim Al-Magadmah.
a doctor at the Islamic Univer-
sity here. '
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Some changes
in admin

By Staff Correspondent

The government have made

some more changes In the
administration, it was learnt
from sources

Former IGP ASM Shahjahan
has been appointed secretary
of the Youth & Sports Min-
istry. Ahbab Ah . Secretary
of the Environment & Forest
Ministry, Hasnat Abdul Hye
Education Secretary while
Syed Magrub Morshed Chair
man of the Land Reforms
Board

It was also learnt that Abdul
Mannan Is bel transferred
from the Chief ser's office
as Additional Secretary
(current charge) at the Elec
tHon Commission.

Chandraswami
refused bail

NEW DELHI May 4: A con-
troversial Hindu guru reputed
to be close to Prime Minister P
V Narasimha Rao was re-
manded in jail custody for 10
days today after being arrested
tor alleged swindling, reports
AFP,

Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Prem Kumar ordered
Chandraswami and his secre-
tary, Kailashnath Agarwal, to be
kept in New Delhi's top secu-
rity Tihar Jail until May 14

Kumar cancelled the bail
granted to Chandraswami and
Agarwal in 1988 in connection
with the charge that they had
cheated an expatriate Indian
businessman of 100,000 dol-
lars.

The 47-year-old mystic and
his secretary were arrested
Thursday night in the southern
Indian city of Madras by Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) officers and brought to

New Delhi. They were held
overnight in Tihar.
Chandraswami's lawyer,

Ashok Arora, had argued Frida
that the charge that they ha
duped Lakhudhai Patel by al-
legedly promising to swing lu-
crative paper and newsprint
contracts, was false.

"The businessman said he
had been cheated in 1983 and
took the trouble of complain-
ing in 1988. We are now in
1996 and Patel has not been
showing any interest in the
pr s,” Arora said.

‘In my, humble opinion, the
case will e a decade. Noth-
ing has been proved. Will my
client stay in jail for the ﬁe—
riod?" he said, addin%l that
Chandraswami had not flouted
any CBI structures which were
imposed on him.

The CBI imposed travel re-
strictions on Chandraswami in
1988 but he was allowed
permission to go abroad sev-
eral times since then.

Baltic leaders agree to boost

VISBY, Sweden, May 4: The
11 leaders of the Baltic Sea
states concluded a landmark
two-day summit here today
with a call for increased re-
gional cooperation to stimulate
their economies and to combat
crime and pollution, reports
AFP.

In their final declaration,
the heads of government
agreed to form a task-force of
their personal representatives
to map out and implement
joint action to curb organised
crime. ’

They agreed to reinforce
cooperation between police,
border, customs, immigration
and coast guard authorities.

Environmental initiatives
included the need to
strengthen a joint environ-
mental action programme for
the Baltic Sea — one of the
dirtiest in the world — and to
assess the risk to the envi-
ronment of oil transportation.

The summit also voiced
support for Estonia, Latvia,
Litﬁuama and Poland in their
bid to joint the European
Union (EU).

It backed the early creation
of a free-trade area between
Estonia, Latvia. Lithuania and
Poland.

The leaders also supported
membership of the orld
Trade Organisation for Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania and Russia.

Then prime ministérs of

Denmark, Estonia, Finland.
Iceland. Latvia, Lithuania,
Norway, Poland, Russia and
Sweden, and German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl were
taking {:»an in the first meeting
at this level.

Outgoing Italian Prime
Minister Lamberto Dini, whose
country holds the rotating
chairmanship of the EU, at-
tended the summit, held at
this fortress-city on Gotland.
90 kilometers (55 miles) off
southeastern Sweden.

European Commission
President Jacques Santer at-
tended Friday's session.

The Visby summit follows a
first meeting of Baltic Sea rep-
resentatives in Sweden in
1990, when the Cold War and
divcrglng ideologies had lim-
ited discussions to the envi-
ronment.

But the collapse of the
communist block has allowed
increased cooperation. The
Council of Baltic Sea States

(CBSS) was created in
Copenhagen in 1992,
e summit here will be

followed by a meeting of CBSS
diplomatic heads in Kalmar,
Sweden, on July 2-3, in order
to study the application of to-
day's agcmmnt-.

On Friday, the European
Green Party presented its
“Visby charter” outlining its
policy for the Baltic region. It
called for increased coordina-

economy and combat crime

tion between EU applicant
couniries, the development of

a social policy and an environ-
ment protection policy.
Delegates were greeted by
protests from the international
environment pressure group
Greenpeace. .
Five activists faking preg-
nancy wore T-shirts reading
‘bon toxic’ on their midriffs as
the sound of babies crying
came from a cassette player —
a reference to the high pollu-
tion levels of the Baltic Sea.
Opening the summit,
Swedish Prime Minister
Goeran Persson called on the
leaders to create a “dynamic,
stable and safe region.” "It is
up to all of us ... to take this
opportunity to rebuild, to en-
hance cooperation. to tear
down existing obstacles,”
Persson said, adding that the
region has “tremendous”
tential and its “future looks
romising” after “more than a
alf-century of divisions.”
Meanwhile, a 20-kilometre
(12-mile) oilslick was detected
late Friday in the Baltic Sea off
Sweden, coastguards in
Bm"]g'l;mlm said today
ree ships were sent to
the area off the island of Oland
to contain the slick.
Coastguards suspect oll
tankers of Ieaklnﬁ or illegally
draining tanks off the coast,
something they say is becom-
Ing more and more frequent
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GROZNY. Russia.

Russian Interior Ministry department
firing automatic weapons at the

today.
officials said. reports AP.

Senate armed services com-
mittee reported yester its
of a 267 -billion lar

year, ;
me:hmmm
lion dollar more than Clinton

lma.hthnﬂﬁ“d&
and approves more

fence -
fighter planes. licopters,
rocket launchers Indnputher

| more for missile defence de-

rek_?:vrrm.
he Republican-led
C

ongress is pressing separate

bills t of
an nmd:ﬂm stem 1o be
| built by 2003 te protect

against a small number of
missiles fired by some r?uc
nation. Clinton vetoe a
speedup last year, saying it
would waste because
US intelligence ies sere
no such missile threat for at
least a decade

Defence Secretary William
Perry has said the Clinton
administration objects to the
13 billlon dellar overall hike
congressmen said implying
the President might veto the
defence bill again this year

The Senate bill does not
include house provisions
Clinton would almost ce
veto to invalidate his -
lowing gays in the . Te-
store mandatory dismissal of
service members infected with
HIV and ban sales of sex
maﬂnﬂ and videotapes in

stores

Both bills include a three
per cent military pay raise and
increases in the basic hou
allowance. Both also ad

money for warplanes and other
weapons ond Clinton's re-
quest that the commitiees had
invited the military to put on a
wish list,

blicans said Clinton's
39 on dollar request within
his total 254 billion dollar de-
fence request for weapons and
hardware procurement was
the lowest since the Korean

Prokrichi statement
on Abu Hena

Leaders of Prokrichi
(Prokoushali Chikitshak and
Krishibid Samannay Parishad)
yesterday contradicted press
repgris labelling former secre-
tary Abu Hena, who joined the
BNP, as a Prokrichi leader. re-
ports UNB.

I[n a joint statement, the
_said Abu Hena, who lost his jo
durin the BNP regime,.
forme BCS Coordination
Council and became its chair-
man. He was made the
Secretary General of Prokrichi
BCS Central Action Committee
when it was constituted for the
sake of realisi a 17-point
charter of demands, said.

The statement said the
Action Committee is a meﬂ:;ﬁ
on April 23 seriously critici
his ‘duel role' in the recent
anti-government movement
and resolved to elect its new
President and Secretary
General at a council session on
May 20 next.

The statement was issued
by Secreta General of
Banglades Medical
Association (BMA]} Dr Kazi
Shahidul Alam., Secretar

General of Banglades

Krishibid Institution Dr MA
Razzaque and Honorary
General Secretary of Engineers
Institution Md Kamruzzaman.

50 killed

From Page 1

a newly built house. but it was
unclear if anyone was inside.
The pilot apparently was
trying to land in an open area
since the sandstorm blanketed
Khartoum airport, the officials
said. insisting on anonymity.
T'hely ?d no explanation for an
earlier, incorrect report that
the crash was 325 kilometers
(200 miles) northwest of
Khartoum.
Many of the dead were stu-

.dents from Bahr al-Ghazal

University in southern Sudan.
the officials said.

MENA said the flight origi-
nated at Wau, the capital of
Bahr al-Ghazal state about
1,000 kilometers {600 miles)
southwest of Khattoum, and
had made a stop at el-Obeid in
Kordofan state en route to the
capital.

The MENA repeort did noi
say il any foreigners were
aboard the aircraft. Sudan has
few Western visitors. The
United States @nd other
Western countries accuse its
Muslim fundamentalist gov

ernment of supporting Islamic
radicals, and Sudan is on the
US State Department's list of
terrorist-s soring coumtries

Last Feb. 26, a C-13(0) trans-
port belonging to the Sudanese
military crashed at Jebel Aulia

a village 38 kilometers (24

miles) south of the capital All
91] ple aboard were killed
mtar_v officials blanaed the
crash on mechanical problems.
The Sudanese military is said
to be short of spare parts be-
cause few Western countries
are willing to sell it arins and

military equipment

S Senate body okays
$ 267b defence bill

WASHINGTON. May 4: The

dercice bill, 12.9 billion dollar

moreé than President Bill
Clinton for weapons
and next

r:nnu::ttu its wver-
sion the on
ey Wednesday

Ministry Deptt

May 4: Chechen rebels attacked the

in the Chechen capital
building from all sides.

war. far short of the 60 billion

dollar a year military chiefs
wanted by 1998

The Senate bill would in-

crease t to
46,6 hiflion doller. mta
2.2 bilion dollar for 1 of

the new F/A-18e/F

ot fight -

ers planes built by
Mrczlp F/A-18C/D

hornets that Clinton did not
reguest.
2.4 billion dollar for nine C-

17 troop tr and :ario
planes built E; McDonnell

Douglas. one more tham re-
quested.

383 million dollar for 12
marine Av-8b harrier craft
built by McDonnell Douglas.
two more than r \

213 milliorn dellar for four
F 16 Falcons built by
Loc kheed-Martin that Clinton
did not rﬁueﬂ.

267 lion deollar for four
.- 13k cargo planes built by
Lockheed Corp.., three more
than Clinton sought.

lﬁﬂwmllliun dollar for 3]
Kiowa Warrior opters t
by Bell Htlicnpm Boclb‘rﬂ
Vertol. two meré than re-
quested

910 million dollar for six V.
22 Ut rotor aircraft built by

Bell Helicopter and Boeing
Vertol, two more than re.
quested

Chinese dissident
Liu Gang permitted
to stay in US

WASHINGTON, May 4:

Leading Chinese dissident Liu
Gang. one of the most .

nent pro-democracy le s o
flee China. has been granted
€rmission to stay in the

/nited States temporarily, the
State Department said yester-
day. re Reuter.

Spokesman Nicholas Burns
said Liu w&aduittnd under a
section of immigration and
nationality act that gives bread
authority to the attorney gen-
eral to t a person to en-
ter the United States tem-
porarily for emerg rea-
sons, or when it is in the pub-
lic interest, . <

“We are well aware of his

acuons in 1989 ... to try to
build support for demecracy.”
We're well aware that he was

one of the leaders of a move-
ment that, of course, we felt at
the time and we still feel
stood for democracy. And we
certainly have great respect for
him, Burms said, adding: “We
facilitated him entry into the
United States under our law.”

Khaleda

From Page 1
claiming to be the champion of
the Liberalion War, has now
turned out to be the shelter-
iver of the anti-Liberation

orces.”
Reacting to AL chief Sheikh
to re-

Hasina's recent pl
peal the Enemy Property Act if
voted to power, B Zia
noted that Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman had renamed it as the
Vested Property Act. She
feared that such comments on
the issue would cause anarchy
and insecurity in the society.

BNP

From Page |

He added that from the Cox's
Bazar-3 and a few other seats
there were single applicants.
On an average, pointed out,
four applicants were seeking
BNP nomination for each seat.

UNB adds: The districts are:
Brahmanbaria, Comilla, Chand-
pur. Feni, Lakshmipur,
Noakhali, Chittagong. Cox's
Bazar, mati, agrach-
hari mﬁwﬂm:hnn.

Begum Khaleda Zia who had
?mcurcd five nomination
orms has sought party nomi-
nations from Feni-1 seat and
Chittagong-1. She is expected
to seek nomination from three
other seats. Begum Zia is the
lone candidate for Feni-1 seat.

Oli Ahmed has also sought
nomination fromn two seats in
Chittagong district. Former JP
leader Mahbubur Rahman who
joined BNP on Friday has
sought nomination frem Feni-

| Govt bonds

From Page 1

years fixed deposit rate is
more than 85 per cent and
the government itself is offer-
ing 9.5 per cent on various sav-
ings certificates.

When asked for his com
ment the finance ministry of
icial said issuance of bonds is
a usual for the government.
However, he did not confirm
the 1o0il-over of the 50 per
cenl NIB funds.

Bankers are now concerned
al the non-pavyment of the
principal and accrued inter
ests in time as well as delay in
payment of interests against
the T&T bonds,

‘It speaks of total misman-
agement of government bonds
and reflects weakness of the
government regarding debi
management, said the Man
n’? Director of a private ban
‘It it eontinues the country's
risk rating among the interna
tiondl investors will go down
and tell upon the overall trust
on government issued instiu
neEnts



