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Iﬂuwert, the God-given gi

AMSTERDAM,
May 4 (Reuter):
Two entirely
unrelated matters
could help turn
Patrick Kluivert
into one of the outstanding
stars of the European Champ-
ionships next month.

The first is his undoubted
talent,
likely ruling by a Dutch court
on May 14 that will impose a
Eﬂll‘lﬂ‘illﬂltg service or
him — rather than a custodial
sentence — if he is found
of causing death by dangerous
driving following a car crash in
Amst:rdam last September.

A prosecuting lawyer said

during a hearing on Wednesday

that he would net oppose a
mmmumt}r service order, ef-
fectively signalling that Kluiv-
ert would spend no time be-

hind bars and be free to play in

the tournament.

The Ajax striker, valued at
close to 20 million guilders
(I1.5 million dollars) will al-
most use the chance
to enthral a watching world-
wide audience with his skills.

Kluivert. who is still only
19, scored the two crucial
goals that saw the Dutch qual-

ify for the finals when they

beat the Republic of Ireland 2-

0 in a play-off in Liverpool last
prodigious talent who h

A jous 0 has
won the hearts of the Dutch
nation, he has attracted scouts
from many top European clubs.
He grew up in north Amster-
dam and joined Ajax's cele-
brated youth programme when
he was seven.

Pressed into first-team ac-
tion against rivals Feyenord in
August 1994, the teenager has
been virtually ever-present
since and pla[:l:d 40 league

ames before he was on the
osing side.

Strong and agile, Kluivert
combines the power of a sprint
athlete and the grace of a
thoroughbred.

Gifted in both feet and
lethal in the air, he has shown
a maturity on the field that be-
lies his youth and speaks vol-
umes for Ajax's youth system
which emphasises technique
and tactical unders
is the envy of clubs the world
OVer.

One ol the new generation
of "thinking" footballers pro-
duced E?]? nurtured bym :l}'lt

ax amme v-
‘:il't ismpremmly self-confident
rather than a t, alt
since the car crash his oid

and the second is a

er omn

guilty

cheeriness has been replaced
by a greater reserve,
The teenager captivated his

nation when live television®
t his tearful reunion with

cau
his mother at Schiphol airport
as the victorious Ajax returned
from Vienna with the Euro-
pean Cup last May.

Kluivert, overcome with
emotion, later danced a boyish
{_ig hnld’lng aloft the trophy be-
ore over 250,000 adoring fans
in the Dutch capital city’'s cen-
tre.

With Ajax's single goal
inst AC Milan in Vienna last
ay, Kluivert became the

youngest player to score in a
European Cup final, bringin
back Europes premier clu

trophy to the Netherlands
after almost a quarter of a cen-
tury.

He also cemented his grow-
m;’.; reputation as a burgeoning
talent and his name has
inevitably been linked with
some of Italy's top clubs,
although his agent is reported
as saying that Kluivert would
grcﬂ-r a move to England —

ut not for a while.

His Ajax contract runs out
in the summer of 1997,

Kluivert made his interna-
tional debut in the qualifying
rounds and has already bagged
three goals in six games for his
country. His Ajax tally stands at
44 goals in 79 Jeague and cup
appeéarances.

shivers in the best of defences.
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PATRICK KLUIVERT ... explosive genius, can send

Of French freak & flair

PARIS, May 4: It

may be ironic

that the natiom

which invented

the Tour d e

: France tends to

prrfrr lhr tandem when it

comes (o soccer, reports
Reuter.

French national team suc-

cess has always been founded

on a due - Kopa-

Fontaine in the 19508, Platini-

Giresse in the 1980s, then
-Cantona.

The latest double act. to be

foisted on to a world® stage at

June's European
Cham ship In and, will
be billed as the kaefi-

Zidane show and early
are that it could be just as ap-
pealing as its predecessors.

Trainer Alms J 's de-
cision to break up the team
built around Jean- Papin
and Eric Cantona and in-
stead to Youri
and newly-crowned ench
footballer-of -the- Zinedine
ml':rm at the has paid off
so far.

His team has gone 20
matches without defeat, beat-
ing the French record. since
he took charge more than two

Platini and Alain Giresse in-
stead.
Zidane was an cobvious
choice fﬂrBLh{tifGlrE;I“ r«t:rl.t:ilr
rdeaux players o
Hnﬂmun origin caresses
the ball as if it were a pet kit-
ten. possesses a seemingly
endless supply of defence-
Ipﬁt;lng piues and has a keen
or
Finding a new Platini was
no easier than discovering an-
other Edith Piaf, a second
Charles de Gaulle or a rein-
carnation of Paul Cezanne but
acquet. s bravery bor-
dering on foolhardiness, gave
it a try.
He came up. hesitantly at
first. with Djorkaeff and no-
is ridiculing his choice

—

.Ioau‘hdl. now 28, matured
y with Monaco before
blessoming into ome of the
[inest players on the contl-
nent, en a role between
miidfielder and striker, always
al the cenlre ol the action and
often finishing it off too.

i giving the number 10 jer-

sey to was a Jacquet

. 80 (o0 was u:lna
Cantona. Papin and Davi
Ginola but there is a growing
belief that Cantona -- and to a
lesser Ginola -- should
be included in Jacquet's

m-ﬂmm and Ginola

so brilliant!
mngrm might Lw

from am vociferous
press even many ob-
servers leel that the exiles. for

all their skills, do not fit in the
Jacquet mould.

Cantona, just voted foot-
baller-of-the-year in England.
might be in the squad. bul
probably only if he agrees 1o
accept he will not be in the
starting line-up, something he
is not guaranteed to do

Jacquet's team is a tightly
knit unit based on a well or
ganised defence, a high
wokrate in midfield and the
match-winning qualities of the
new tandemn.

As it Is, France and Jacquet
are riding on the crest of a
wave of self-confidence and
can legitimately dream of i
v:l”lnﬂh the Plantini-Giresse
leam. European champions in
1984 and World Cup semifinal
ists in 1982 and 1986

The team has a solid look
with Bernard Lama
among the best in Europe and
central defenders arcel
Desallly and Alain Roche
forming an enviable pairing
Full backs Jocelyn Angloma
and Eric De Meco add weight
to the attack with their over-
| ng runs

n midfield. Didier
Deschamps. Vincent Guerin
and Christian Karembeu will
chase all day like overworked
retrievers and. in attack, the
selfless Patriece Loko tirelessly
ulls defenders out ol position
or the benefit of Djorkaefl and
Zodane .

When the machine is firing
on all cylinders., it can be
spectacular as well as ruth
lessly efficient. But it is the
tandem which will determine
whether it can win the utle

If not, Jacquet may well be
the one told to get on his bike
as the French logk 1o their ul-
timate objective of finding a
leam to win the World Cup on
home soll n 1998,

the bubble

GENEVA, May 4: The in-
ternational football federation
(FIFA) on Friday quashed an
possibility of South Korea a
Japan co- hnlung the 2002

World Cup, ﬂﬂnﬁmd m

roblems
ter.

Speaking by telephone
from FIFA headquarters in
Zurich, spokesman Andreas
Herren said another harﬂl:r
was that the organisation's
rules did not provide for more
than one host for the World's
major soccer competition,

"Given the logi:ttltal rob-
lems involved and the rules as
they stand, it is not I'EE.“‘_F on,”
he said.

Both countries formally
submitted ate bids for the
competition late last year. FIFA
is to decide between them on
June 1.

European soccer federation
(UEFA) members on the FIFA
executive committee last
month recummend:ddulnl
hustin% by the two coun

ier on Friday an aide to
South Korean Prime Minister
Lt:r., Soo-Sung quoted him as
ng Seoul would a co-
hnsting “if it is the wish of the
majority of FIFA members."

Moya brings
Muster down

MUNICH. Germany, Ma
Spanish teenager Carlos
brought an abrupt end lu
Thomas Muster's remarkable
winning streak on clay with a
straight sets victory over the
French Open champion in the
Munich Open semifinals today,
reports Reuter.

The 19-year-old Moya
played some brilliant shots to
defeat Muster 6-3. 6-3 and
end the Austrian's 38-match
run of victories on his favourite
surface.

The two players had pla
three times on clay in the last
few weeks in Estoril,
Barcelona and Monte Carlo.
Muster had won all the en-
counters but was unable to
battle back against the young-
ster today.

Muster last lost on clay in
August last year when he was
beaten by Spain's Alberto Costa
in the final of the Kitzbuehel
tournament,

After both players
service break. thc hus n tnp
seed lost control a% st Hﬂ_',ra
when the teenager
to lead 5-3 in the first sﬂ h-l:=
fore serving out for the set.

Moya broke again in the
first game of the second set
and Muster was unable te force
his way back into the match.
linally going down after hitting
a forehand wide of the court.

Chang in semis

ATLANTA. May 4: Two-time

defending champion Michael |

Chang moved closer to a title
at the AT and T Challe ten-
nis tournament by holding off
unseeded Brazilian Fornando
Meligeni on Friday to advance
ter the semifinals, reports
Reuter.

'he top-seeded Chang
roared back from a 1-5 sec-
ond-set deficit on the Atlanta
clay to beat Meligeni 6-1, 7-5.

Moroccan Karim Alami,
ranked 78th but seeded sixth

in a {ield bereft of top level
players aside from Chang.
reached his first career semi-
final earlier Friday.

Alami earned a meeting
with the fourth-ranked Chang

by upsetting third-seeded Ar-
gentine Javier Frana 2-6, 7-6,

6 2

Second seed Riche
Reneberg narrowly averte
upset when he came back from
a break down In the third set
to beat fellow American Bryan
Shelton 7-6 (11-9). 3-6, 7-5.

It was one of those
matches when you look back
you have no idea how you won
1." sald Reneberg.

| thought he outplayed me
in the second and third set
and | wanljunt lucky to win but
| didnt deserve to win.," ad-
mitted the second seed, who
will face Nicklas Kulu in the
senis after the Swede took a
pair of tie-breaks from Ameri-
can Vince Spadea 7-0 and 7-3

Chang wasted no ume in
jumping out to a 5-0 lead in
the firsi set against the 82nd-
ranked H.r.":’lz But the mo-
mentum hed dramatically
in the second set when the
Brazilian capitalised on several
loose errors by Chang.

Heiko Hinz (L) of

Classic in Atlanta on May 3. Charon won the bout.

lands a right jab on the jaw of Hector Vincent Charon of Cuba during the Atlanta Bolm;

AFP/UNB photo

{]ﬂ.

China's first-ever gold medalist, Xu Haifeng (C) gets his torch lit during the Atlanta
Olympic torch relay in San Francisco, California on May 3.

— AFP/UNB photo

Onus on 'golden oldies'

BUCHAREST. May 4
[Reuter): Roman-
ia’'s "golden gene-
ration” of world
class players are
desperate to pro-
ve themselves as more than
European Championship also-
rans and show their 1994
World Cup quarter-final place
was no fluke.

Many of the veterans from
USA 94, now in their mid-thir-
ties. will have their last big
chance to represent Romania
at Euro 96. They are deter-
mined to go out as heroes.

Team manager Anghel lor-
danescu admits that some of
his team are getting long in
the tooth. but he says thz
have the quality to come bac
and surprise younger teams.

"Romania must rise anew
from its own ashes so that the
golden generation do not miss
their last chance of glory in
England.” he said, referring to

layers like Gh e Hagi.
lie Ehjnﬂtrmu ﬂ!cl?irﬂrlu! La-

git the team Ti un @ npegotiations

shadow because of lor-
danescu's row with Romanian
soccer autheorities over his al-
legations of widespread match-
rig_ﬁng at home.

he has withdrawn
his rfal,qnaunn his absence
from a friendly against Yu-

goslavia in April sapped
morale, rhaps contributing
to the 1-0 loss.

"It was not normal for the
Romanians to be playing with-
out lordanescu E‘rle-enl.“ said
defender lonut pescu, who

lays for German club Bayer
erkusen.

it was only the fifth defeat

in 30 matches for Romania
layed under lordanescu’s
sadership since he was named
as national trainer In July
1993

Players froin domestic clubs
are also worried at thr lmparl

of lordanescu’'s anti-rigging
campm}gn which confronts
the most powerful fig-
ures in the big Romanian clubs.
lordanescu, himself a gen-
eral in the Romanian army, has
accused the heads of the big
state clubs of "becoming rich
on the back of the footballers”
ellorts on the pitch.”

The Romanian soccer fed-
eration has agreed to investi-
gate lordanescus claims that
the domestic championship is
being rigged, partly because
President lon lliescu inter-
vened to persuade lordanescu
to stay on.

But the squabble has
clouded preparations for Euro

"It was not necessary for us
to have such a row just two
months before the European
Championship finals in Eng-
land,” Steaua Bucharest's de-
fender Daniel Prodan said.

"It's disturbing for us as we
prepare for this summer's fi-
nals.” he added.

m%nuaﬂ
coincid with

the dispute and has agreed to
stay on until July 1998, says he
is now single-minded about
steering his team through the
Championship.

"I have now only one prior-
ity — to prepare the uKening
game against France who last

ar beat us in the ﬁalif)ring
match in Bucharest." he said.

"It's not only for our pride
that we ne to beat the
French but also for our future
at the finals,®™ lordanescu
added.

Romania face France, Bul-
garia and n in Group B and
play their matches i1y Newcas-
tle and Leeds.

"“Romania have tn %lljl’ in thc
strongest grou
lordanescu sa uddln.g e was
unsure whether that was the
best. or the worst thing for his
side.

‘It we'll finish top of the
group it means that we will

prnbahiﬁ be strong enough to
reach semifinals at least,”
he said.

lordanescu’s resignation
and the subsequent fall-out
from that is not the only po-
tential barrier to Romania do-
ing well.

The players, whose game
has traditionally been based on
swift counter- attacks as they
Ernvtd when they beat Colom-

ia and Argentina in the World
Cucf two years ago. are older
slower

Playmaker Gheorghe Hagi is
no longeér quite the magician
he was during those finals, and
has had only an average season
at Barcelona.

‘It would be a huge handi-

cap lor Romania to with a
Hagi out-of-form,” said Gavrila
Balint. Romania‘'s depuly
trainer, “because an all-power-

ful Hagi is half our team.’

The nucleus of Romania has
been lost with the retirement

of sweeper Miodrag Be-
lodedici. His replacement,
Anton Dobos of Steaua

Bucharest, has a tough act to
follow.

Florin Raducioiu, who is
now at Espanyol in Spain,
scored three goals in the
United States. but has been
suffering with injuries, and last
plaved lor Romania almost a

ago.
ye:a;nd another World Cup
regular, llie Dumitrescu, was
also out of action for more than

* seven months, during which

time he lost his British work
permit before he was autho-
rised to move across London
from Tottenham to West Ham.

There is no doubt that Ro-
mania's players can all be
match-winners on their day.
The tough part for them will
be proving it in a major com-
petition again.

Gully’s

WHEATON, I[llin-
ois, May 4. Form-
er lennis player
Tim Gullikson,
who coached Pet-
e Sampras to the

")

number one ranking in the
world died of brain cancer on

Friday. He was 44. reports
Reuter

Gullikson, who enjoyed
most of his tennis success

playing doubles wllh hil iden-
tical twin brother, had
been fighting the dil-tllt for
more than a year

"Today | lost a dear friend
and ceoach.,” said Sampras,
from his home in Tampa,

Carter remains

Games' rival !

ATLANTA. May 4: Former
US President Jimmy Carter
has turned down his Olympic
torch.

Carter, selected as one of
the runners in the nationwide
Olympic torch relay, notified
the Atlanta Committiee for the
mymlglc Games a few weeks
ago that he would not partici-
pate, committee spokeswoman
Alexis Davis said

Davis said she did not know
why Carter declined to make
the run. A spokeswoman for
Carter did .not return a tele-
phone call.

Carter was among 5,500
"community heroes” chosen as
torch bearers after a nation-
wide search for ple whe
exemplify the spirit of the
Olympics. A total of 10,000

pie will carry torches in
he relay from Los II!‘-I to

Atlanta Hut tl:ﬂ:
Carter had -chedulﬂ:l
to run in Georgia.

Carter's selection was
noteworthy because he once
was ostracized by the Olympic
movement for leading a -
cotl of the US team at the
| 980 Moscow Games. Carter

urged the boycott in protest of

the Soviet Union's invasion of

| Alghandstan

Florida, in a statement issued
by the ATP Tour. "But we all
h:ml .1 special person.

prayers are with his
wl.{r osemary and his two
children, Erik and Megan.~

The universally well-liked
Gullikson made his lasl coach-
ing appearance with Sampras
al the 1995 Australian Open,
which he left abruptly to re-
turn home after fa]an ill. He
was subsequently diagnosed
with brain cancer.

Sampras continued to battle
through the draw to the [inal
playing a memorable quarterf|
nal match with Jim Courier—a
match that saw Sampras weep

nly on the court during the
fith set when a fan called out
for him to win it for Gullikson

Despite his personal ordeal
Crullikson continued to counsel
Sampras via telephone
thr oul the year

Gullikson. affectionately
knows as “Gully. w.i'. last seen
publicly at ras s side
when he unufﬂna ly coached
Sampras during a dead rubber
match at the Davis Cup semifi-
nals between the United States
and Sweden |last September

Tim made the trip to Las
Vegas and rprﬂﬂdrd a huge
emotional lift to Sampras and
brother Tom, the US [Jav‘la Cup
captain. merely by his pres-
ence at courtside

Under Gullikson's tutelage
Sampras blossomed into a mul-
tiple Wimbledon and US Open
winner and finished atop the
ATP Tour rankings for three
consecutive years

As a si player. Gullik-
son's finest came at Wim-
bledon in 1979 when he -upset
John McEnroe in the round of
16 and went on to reach the
quarterfinals, his best singles
result in a Grand Slam tour
rnament

In all, he won four Ili'l.ﬂ-fl
titles, but became a very popu
lar figure on the lnlrmntmnl]
tennis circuit in the 19708 as
the right-handed half of the
Clullikson twins doubles team

Gulltkson won 10 of his 16
doubles titles with brothes

last battle lost

Tom and the pair also reached
the finals at Wimbledon in
1983,

Tim Gullikson retired from
the pro circuit in 1986 and
iade a successful transition 1o
coaching, working with
Martina Navratilova, Mary Joe-
Fernandez. Aaron Krickstein
and Barbara Potter before
teaming with Sampras in Jan-
uary 1992

The funeral will be held
Tuesday in Wheaton. a suburb
of Chicago. the lamily said

10C, Barcelona
to Sarajevo's

rescue

BARCELONA. May 4: The
International Olympic Commit-
tee and the city of Barcelona
agreed Friday to unify efforts to
rebuild Sarajevo’'s Olympic sta
dium, reports AF

IOC President Juan Antonio
Samaranch and Barcelona

Mayor Pasqual Maragall
to raise the 15 million dollars
needed to rebuild Sarajevos
Zetra Olympic Stadium. sitle ol
the 1984 Winter Olympics
closing ceremony

According to the agreement
signed in 10C headquarters in
Lavusanne, Switzerland,
Barcelona is responsible for
securing 5 milllon dollars
through European Union assis-
tance and other sponsors

The 10C had previously
pledged 10 million dollars to
rebulld the main covered sta-
dium of Sarajevo

‘I am commitied to helping

Sarajevo because Europe is at
risk in that city, a I)Im:t Lul
tures meet,” Maragall said.

Europe doeant work in "'mrﬂ

jevo, it won't work an e,
Representatives from 10C
and rcelona will oversee

prTl develapment
eclona has been partic

pating in a programme (o re-
construct Sarajevo since the

1992 Olympics in Barcelona.

e

Che Thaily Star 11

Cape Town Games
might be
CAPE TOWN. May 4: If Ca

- Town wins its bid to host the

o T a————

weather of t

2004 Olympics, the [ickle

Alfrican coast
uire the Games to be

ﬁ and early
Chits Hall, chief exseative
officer of the Cape Town bid
committee, said y the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee had ed those dates
due to ed weather con-
ditions at the end of the

. Southern Henﬂaphtre winter.

This r's Gm in th: UE

r“f}f 19 and L-nd 2 But -.l

; is the wettest munth of lhe

| *

s Ema e ———

vear in Ca Tmnrn r rin
the Olym f:?:ln >
months lntl:r

Ball sald the dates a
I:;.F the 10C were Sept 1

to Oct

President Nelson Mandela's
ﬁnvcrnment was expecied to
ecide later this month
whether to back the bid com-
mittee's proposal for Cape
Tuum to host the Games.

It would be the first
Olympics held in Africa. Other
contenders for the 2004
Games include Istanbul,
Turkey; Rome, Ilam; Athens,
Greece; Buenos res, Ar-
gentina; Lille, France; Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil; San Juan.
Puerto Rico: Seville, Spain;
Stockholm, Sweden: and St
Petersburg, Russia.

Ball said the government
could have to put up 86 mil-
lion rand (19.7 million dollars)
to build multipurpose sports
facilities and 250 million rand
(57.4 million dollars) to im-
prove roads.

"These [acilities and infras-
tructure would be :ilulred
with or without the O
Games. The winning of tgmg
will accelerate these vital de-
velopments,” he said.

andela’'s government,
elected two years ago in the
nation's first all-race election,
laces staggering development
needs in post-apartheid South
Africa. One of its concerns is
whether money spent on the
Olympics would help serve
lﬂn,ﬁ term development needs
in the Cape Town area.

Buenos Aires

gears up for
2004 Games

BUENOS AJRES, May 4:
Argentina on Friday began a
public relations drive to host
the 2004 Olympic Games,
promoting its relatively crime-
Iree capital Buenos Aires as the
"safe" option for the event. re-
poris Reuter

"I's one of the biggest,
safest cities in the world.”
Francisco Mayorga, the
Argentine tourism secreiary
and former racing driver who
is heading the capital's
Olympic bid, told a news con-
ference.

Buenos Aires, a city of 12
million ple, still has a sur-
prisingly low level of street
crime for a metropolis of its
size. But it has suffered two
major anti-Jewish bomb at-

in the past four years, in
which over 100 people were
killed. Police have still not
tracked down any of the
bombers.

Mayorga described the
1992 and 1994 attacks as iso-
lated events "in a country
without social or racial con-
flicts”.

Buenos Aires, making its
fifth bid for the Games to fol-
low this summer's Olympics in
Atlanta and Sydney's Ganira in
2000, is counting on its maﬂf
as a sports-loving country wi
an outstanding reputation for
soccer, tennis and polo.

"It is a country that loves
sports and a city that has a
sporting vocation,” Mayorga
said, outlining plans to centre
the Games in nine uare
miles right at the heart of
Buenos Aires.

The city already has a wide
range of centrally-located

centres on a broad band
of reclaimed land on the River
Plate. including soccer clubs
Boca and River Plate — site of
the 1978 World Cup — a horse
track. polo fields and plenty of
tennis centres and indoor ex-
hibition centres.

Only baseball, badminton

- and rowing would be held out-

side the city centre, said Col
Antonio Rodriguez, president
of the Argentine Olympic
Committee,

Argentina. whose bid is
cherished by sports-fan
President Carlos Menem, also
holds up its rformance as
host of the 1995 Pan Aimerican
Games and its Oh ¢ tradi-
tion back more than a
century to 1894, when it was
one of 12 founder members of
the first International Olympic
Commiiltee.

Spaniards stay

on Coursc

HAMBURG. May 4: Spani-
ards Conchita Martinea and
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario mov-
ed towards a showdown in the
firal of the Hamburg Open

women s clay-court tourna-
ment with crushing semifinal
victories today. reperts Reuter.
Martinez cruised to a 6-1
win over French fourth seed
Mary Plerce while top seed
Sanchez-Vicario had few prob-
lems in a 6-2, 6-0 victory over,
France's Julle Halard-Decugls.
Second seed Martinez,
dominated her match from

start to finish, breaking
Pierce's o ng two service
games to bulld a comma

early lead with ber strong

baseline game. The hitting
Spi.nlard'lmm kmkedb*nc



