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(British superstar gﬂll'ﬂ.'!

"Life (s a box of
ates. You never know

twhat you're going o get”

DID U' KNOW?
(The Professor does)

HAT mercurial Shahbaz.
Pakistan's legendary hoc-

key star loves many things In-
dian. Well. for one thing. his
favourite music is Indian mu-
sic. whatever that means. His

favourite singe

r is Asha Bhosle,

the famous Indian vocalist. His
favourite actor is Shahrukh
Khan and favourite actress is
Taboo. both heartthrobs of the
Indian silver screen. Shahbaz's
favourite film is Hum Hai Rahi

Pyar Ke.

But, among all these Indian

favourites. his favourite food is
Pakistani and anything Asian;
that, too, includes India.

But. I bet alli of vou. his

favourfte sound musi be the

ball ba

ing against the board

behind the Indian goalkeeper,
even if he is Asha's brother or
Tabook s cousin

WHiZZ KID

................................. -5

Sports WHIZZ KID
competition-36
Tick the Correct Answer

(Competition closes: 8 p.m.
May 10, 1996)

The 2003 Work! I[':_j[_| inothall will

be held n
iv:l vt derwden]

i FIDE is for chess. FINA is bor
Budhiards Srooker

aaouth Keweg | Japan

Seamming

Tennis star Jennifer Capriati is
Swedish American Darich

The fastest one-day hundred by
Sri Lankan Sanath Jayasuriya is
off

4F halls

47 balls

| 48 balis

The roan-of-the-series in Pepsi Cup
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Azlan Shah hockey
Malaysia pip
Britain

IPOH, Malaysia, May 4:
Malaysia staged a major upset
when they edged Great Britain
3-2 in the opening match of
the six-nation Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup hockey tournament
today, reports AFP.

In the second match. the
Netherlands beat defendingf
champions India 1-0 in a dul
match which was affected by
the heavy rain. The bad
weather caused the third
match between Australia and
South Korea to be postponed
to a later date yel to bre de-
cided by the organisers.

In the opening match,
Britain were the early agpres-
sors and almost struck in the
third minute but Kalbir
Takher's shot from a penalty-
corner set-piece hit the bar.

Malaysia opened their ac-
count two minutes later when
Mirmmawan Nawawi scored off a
rebound after Nor Saiful
Zainal's penalty-corner hit was
blocked by keeper  David
Luckes.

S Nishel "Kumar scored
Malaysia's second goal when he
tapped in a pass from
Mirnawan from the left in the
24th minute.

Britain fought back and
were rewarded in the 31st
minute when John Shaw
tapped in a long cross from
Howard Hoskin.

Jason Laslett's reverse shot
off a penalty-corner set piece
in the 46th minute heralded
the equaliser.

- Malaysia got the winning
oal in the 64th minute when

Kuhan sent a long cross in
the box for Mirnawan to slam
in a reverse shot that beat
Luckes.

In the
Dutchman Cas Wolbert scored
from a tg:nn]tjr-curner set
piece for only goal in a dull
match for the N
Warld Cup 1994 runners-up.

Wolbert flicked in the gall
to beat Indian keeper Edward
Aloysius in the 45th minute.
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BKSP, Khulna in semis

Sajal

An all rmmdg::f-
ormance by Sajal
Chowdhu
ered Bangladesh
Kgira Shikkhi
Protisthan (BKSP)
into the semifi-
nals of the | 6th national youth
cricket championship with a
sensational te-break win over
Rajshahi DSA a( the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday.

After scoring highest 79 for
his side in the morning which
saw BKSP, the defending
champions, colletti 182 for
nine in the stipulated 45
overs, Sajal took the last two
Rajshahi wickets in two suc-
cesaive deliveries keepi
them locked on 182 in 44
overs, still one shert of a vic-
tory. BKSP emerged winners
for | less number of wick-
ets. Sajal linished with two for
22 runs. He was equally sup-
ported Saikat who captured
two for 20.

Put into bat, BKSP suffered
a severe setback when they
saw their top four batsmen re-
turn to the d room with
the scoreboard on 16 in 7.5
overs. Bul. a responsible in-
nings from Sa_gnl. the skipper,
and other BKSP boys Nasim
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LONDON, May 4
[Reuter): No-one
has ever made a
decent film aboul

soccer because
soccer has the
capacity 1o sus

pend belief in a way film-goers
would dismiss as fanciful non-
sSernse.

That's because soccer has
its own soap opera with some
of its main characters so ex-
traordinary they defy belief.
Diego Maradona, Eric Cantona
and Bernd Schuster have

roved classics of the genre.
yut Paul Gascoigne is some-
thing else again.

Gascoigne is the 28-year-
old Geordie whose life is lived

out .on

second match..

erlands, the

the front and back
pages of the tabloids, a man
capable of the most sublime
skill and crass stupidity and
upon whose shoulders rest the
hopes of host nation England

in this summer's European
Championships.
While "Gazza" the tablaid

star has just became a father
for the first time and taken to
wearing bizarre oversize suit-
ackets that come down to his
nees, Gascoigne the footballer
is cufrently riding a wave of

suceess he has not experi-
enced for six years.
His first season with

Glasgow Rangers reached a
glittering climax at the end ol
April when he was named
Scotland's footballer-of-the
vear and scored a hattrick o
secure Rangers their eight
successive title on the same
day.

On May 18, as long as he
does not get booked in
Rangers last league match,
Gascoigne will try and help
Rangers complete the double
with a Cup final win over
Hearts.

[t he plays well and picks
u‘p a winners' medal. his wheel]
of fortune will have turned full
circle.

For it was in the English
Cup final on May 18, 1991 that
Gascoigne, then playing for
Tottenham, launched himsell
al Nottingham Forest's Gary
Charles in a suicidal tackle that
smashed the cruciate ligament
in his knee and almost cost
him his career, shelving a pro-
posed eight million pounds
(12.07 million dollars) transfer
to Lazio in Italy.

The transter eventually
happened a year later at re-
duced fee of five million

unds (7.55 million dollars),

ut not before Gascoigne
smashed the knee again in an
incident in a nighiclub.

He had a bitter-sweet time
in Italy. playing only 40 league

LONDON, May 4:
With only five we-
eks to go until
the European Ch-
ampionship beg-
: ins, city co-ordi-
nators are complaining that a
shortage of cash could result in
a missed opportunity for
Britain's tourist Industry,
reports Reuter.

"Euro '96 is great for Bri-
lain, but it could have been
even greater.,” said Laouise

Gomez, co-ordinator for
Manchester.
City ‘co-ordinators said

some events and amenities had
been cut because of the cash
shortage, such as a huge
screen in Manchester, where
ﬁana could have watched games
Ve, :
‘It would have been just too
expensive to make it safe, We
would have needed barriers
and extra security." said
Gomez. !
"We would have liked to see
the icing on the cake, a blaze

ard
ave to be

the extra road signing
cleaning which will
done," she added.

Eleven sponsors hgve paid
an estimated 4 million pounds
(6 million dollars) each for ad-
vertising rights for the tour-
nament, but each of the eight
venue cities has only received
grants of 12,500 pounds from
the government and 20,000

ds from the English Foot-

| Association (FA).
"It will cost at least 30.000
pounds just to clean up the

stages solo show

Sports Reporter

(28) and Zahid (25). enabled
the reigning champions to end
their innings on a respectable
note

SAJAL .. BKSP's hero

Sajal. to bat at num-
ber six after f.;l‘u_- initial col

lapse, added 66 valuable runs
with Nasim for the fifth wicket
and another 74 runs with
Zahid for the sixth leaving his
side on 156 when he was dis
missed in the 41st over. Sajal

faced 88 balls for his 79 which

includes five boundaries and a

matches in three seasons. be
fore returning to Britain and
Glasgow last summer

In all Gascoigne had 14 op-
erations before recovering full
fitness and many warned
against the move to Scotland,
suggesting Rangers domina
tion of the Scottish league and
the relatively lower standard of

opposition would harm his
owTl game

That appears not to have
happtncg’. even though

Gascoigne has undoubtedly lost
some of the blistering pace
over the first five vards that

of flags, razzmatazz...as well as '
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In the remai 25 balls of
their innings, BKSP lost a fur-
ther three wickets with the
addition of - 26 runs to close
their account on 182 for nine
at the end of 45 overs.

For Rajshahi, Rashedul and
Ripon captured three wickets
each conceding 15 and 39
runs res vely. :

in the day's other quarter-
final, Khulna DSA trounced
Dinajpur DSA by 36 runs at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Put In to bat. Khulna were
all out for 234 in 44.3 overs
with o er M Islam hammer-
ing highest 71 off 66 balls.
Barkatullah Turki (33) and
Hasan Setu (24) were the
other Jleading scorers for
Khulna.

In reply. Dinajpur were
booked for 198 in 42.1 overs,

Khulna's new-ball bowler
Litoh captured six wickets for
48 runs from his alloted nine
OVETS,

Both the winners from yes-
terday's matches — BKSP and
Khulna DSA will take on each
other in the first semifinal
billed for tomorrow at the
Dhaka Stadium.

Gazza, a volatile virtuoso

booking which would have
kept him out of the final had
England qualified. endeared
him 10 a nation

Since then the nation has
had a love hate relationship
with him. much like his lon
suffering girlfriend Sheryl Kyle
who ended their relationship
for the umpteenth time aftler
he spent the night of the
baby's birth celebrating with
his pal Jimrhy “five bellies”
Gardner in an all-night drink-
ing session 300 miles away

But Sheryl. like England
voach Terrv Venables. keep on

_ e s —ma pEE——

FALL GASUUIUNE |
made him such a wonderful
layer earlier in his career at
ewcastle and Tottenham.

His recent performances
for England have been solid
but unspectacular. He has
worked hard, kept his temper
and created opportunities. but
is not quite the devastating,
commanding player he was
when he possessed that initial
burst of srced.

He still had that pace when
he inspired England to a semi-
final place in the 1990 World
Cup in Italy, the summer his
leas of frustration following a

city after evervone has gone
home," Gomez told the agency.
A spokesman for the De-
[)artmenl of National Heritage
DNH] said the dgnvcrnmcnt
had earmarke 400,000
pounds for cultural events, the
amournt local authorities had
originally asked for.
ut he admitied 300,000
pounds of the money could
only be accessed if it was
matched by local sponsorship.
Denise Prestdn, deputy di-
rector of Leisure Forleeds, said

it had been almost impossible

No compromise
with mad cow!

LISBON, May 4: The Por-
tuguese squad are not afraid of
the Danes, Croats and Turks
they will meet in June's Euro-

pean soccer championship, but
they are taking no chances

with Britain's beef, reports
Reuter. ’
Portuguese farmers signed a

protocol with the country's
soccer federation on Friday,
agreeing to send a tonne of
Portuguese meat to England
for their players' consumption.
Like other European Union
countries Portugal has banned
British beef because of fears
about the spread ol Bovine
Spongiform Ence halopathy
(BSE) or mad cow tflscaa:.
The Portuguese squad
leaves for Dublin at the end of
this month for their final
warm-up maich against the

Republic of Ireland. k

. Versaule, volatilg playmaker.

coming back to Gascoigne for
all the positive things ha can

give them.
Venables and the England
team will be looking for

Gasctpne's exuberance. his
skill and his God-given gift for
charming a football to take
them all the way to victory in
June. Whether or not he can
do that remains to be seen,
Will he. be playing a central
role in the drama about to un-
fold or will he retreat to the
sidelines and offer mere
glin::}pscs of hig undoubted tal-
ent?

-ordinators run short

to find local sponsors who did
not conflict with the major
names and city councils had
been loathe to pay for events
and lacilities for visiting fans.

John Willlams, senior re-
searcher at the Sir Norman
Chester Centre for soccer
studies based at Leicester Uni-
versity was another unhappy
man with the luncling.

He told Reuters, "The local
authorities have done a ster-
ling job with very few re-
sources. On a hational scale,
the cnltural programme has
come very late. There has been
no sense of a national pro-
gramme — it all seems to be
too much-of an afterthought,”
said Williams.

A six-a-side soccer contest
for local schools will take place
along with street parades, ex-
hibitions and concerts.

Despite all the {inancial ob-
stacles, organisers said there
will be plenty for fans and
their families to do.

Manchester is holding a
Lord Mayor's Street Parade to

open the tournament and will

set up goal nets where fans can

practice penalty shots.

A soccer museum will be
opened in Leeds, where visi-
tors will enter through a
1920's changing room, down a
tunnel and out on to a pitch to
be greeted by the deafenin
roar of a crowd and the nlneﬁ
of turf.

Liverpool will celebrate it's
maritime history with a river
festival on the Mersey Dur-

ingjune.

Sport

-
Nat'l cricket
.
qua.hﬁers
begin today

Sports Reporter

The gualifying rounds of the
Pepsi 22nd national cricket
championship will begin in the
country from tomorrow.

A total of 43 teams will play
in the qualifying rounds di-
vided into six zones. The win-
ners of each zone will meet
last year's four semifinalists —
champions Sylhet DSA, run-
ners up Chittagong DSA, Dhaka
DSA and Biman — in the final
round which will be held in
the Dhanmondi Cricket Sta-
dium from May 16 next.

There was a last minute
change in fixture as Rxngur
DSA. host of Zone B quali
rounds, expressed their inabil-
ity to arrange the matches
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board has rescheduled the

Zone B matches which will
now be held in Dhaka from

Ma% 10
he followings are the
teams participating in the
qualifying rounds as per their
EOTMES

Zone — A ( venue:

Stadium): Pabna, Panchagarh.

Lalmonirhat, Rangpur, Bogra,
Kurigram, Nilphamari and
Dhaka University.

Zone — B(venue: Dhaka Sta-
dium): Dinajpur, Jaypurhat.
Thakurgaon. Rajshahi, Gaiba-
ndha and C :

Zone — C (venue:
Stadium): Chandpur, Noakhali.
Maulvibazar. BUET. Rajbari.

Naravangan| and Sh r.
Zone — h-rﬂ&r-
Stadium): Gopal runj. Comilla,

Faridpur, Jamalpur., Barisal.
Patuakhali and Jahangirnagar
University.

Zone — E (venue: Barisal
Stadium): Madaripur, Narail,
Khulna., Jhenidah, Kushtia,
Satkhira and ra.

Zone — F (venue: Dhan-
mondi Cricket Stadium): Gan-
pur. Manikganj, Tangall. Mym-
ensingh, Meherpur, Chuad
anga. Narsingdi and Jessore

Friendly
handball

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Handball
Relerees Association defeated
Japan Overseas Corporation
(JI by 19 goals to 17 in an
exhibition match held yester-
day at the Dhaka Stadium
handball court.

The match. arranged by the
Bangladesh andball
Federation (BHF) as part of
their Eid reunion, was tied 9-9
in the first half

Kiran scored highest five
goals while Babu, Salauddin
and Lovelu added four each to
Lhe referees’ account. On the
other hand, Vasio (7) and
Mutube (3) were the leading
scorers lor the JIKA side.

BHF president and secre-
tary — Abdul Hamid and
Asaduzzaman. were present on
the occasion.

Basketball

tourney

Sports Reporter
A ten-team basketball tour-
nament will be held in the
capital from May 9 under the
auspices of Dhumketu Club to
mark the club's tenth anniver-

sary.

The following are the teams
taking part in the tournament
arranged with the support of
the Bangladesh Basﬂgtball
Federation: Josephites. Eagles.
Gregs, Saons, Surid. Mariner

Youngs. Gregorians, A[L:ﬁfls. :

Rangers and hosts Dhumketu
Chub. ;

Nat'l chess
qualifying
rounds on

The preliminary phase of
the 22nd national chess
championship began chterda}r
at the these room of the Na-
tional Sports Council, reports
UNB.

A total of 114 players, in-
cluding 23 rated players. from
all over Bangladesh and taking

art in the ll-round Swiss
eague system competition.

Veterans' show
of class

LONDON, May 4: Three of
English cricket's senior pros
demonstrated their resilience
on Friday. ignoring the chilly
temperatures which have ac-
companied the new county
championship season, reports
Reuter.

Former Test players Martﬁn
Moxon and Kim Barnett, who
have %:m:n up the captaincy of
Yorkshire and Derbyshire re-
spectively to comncentrate on
their batting, responded by
becoming the first players to
register 1996 championship
double hundreds.

Moxon reached 213 as he
and fellow opener Michael
Vaughan put on 362 for the

first wicket against Glamorgan,
Yorkshire's best partnership
for any wicket for over 50

years, lifting his side to a mas-
sive 536 for eight declared in
Cardiff. :

Barnett was in equally good
touch, scoring exactly 200 on
his 350th first-class appear-
ance for the county, allowing
new Derbyshire skipper Dean
Jones to declare on 362 for
eight against Leicestershire.

Graham Gooch, playing his
first first-class innings since
being named an England selec-
tor, was also swiftly into his
stride for Essex. The 42-year-
old opener launched his 24th
county season with 85 off just
98 balls as Essex reathed 285
for five in reply to Worcester-
shire's 201 out.

LONDON, May 4
(Reuter). Even ¥
coach Terry Ven-
ables leads Engla-

Fur Cham-

pronship final on June 30, he

will be out of a job on July |
Venables
resignation as England's na-

tional coach in January. saying
that legal cases he is fighting
ear would occupy

later in the _
too much of his time for him
to continue to do justice to the

job
And on Thursday the
En(ﬂ:lnh Football Association

ended four months of intense

speculation by announcing
Chelsea manager Glenn Hoddle

as Venables successor

So the outgoing chief has
Just one chance to bring his
country the soccer glory it has
craved for 30 years

if England win the Champi-
onship Venables will
a hero. And in the eyes of mil-
Hons of English fans that is the
only thing that will bring his
brief 2-1 and a half years
tenure to a suceessful conchu-
SHOT)

As host nation, Venables has
had the dubious luxury of being

able to experiment with his
side during a series
friendlies since 1994,

So far in his 16 matches in

charge. England have won
seven times drawn eight and
lost just once — to world
champions Brazil — but the
real test Is about to come.
starting with the grou

matches against Switzerland,
Scotland and the Netherlands

Enﬁjand_ who codified the
laws of the game and gave soc
cer to fhe world in the mid
19th century, have just one

tangible success to show for all
their influence on the world
game victory In the 966
World Cup which they alse
hosted

In theory at least. Venables
appears to have the players ca
pable of celebrating the 30th
anniversary of that sole honour
by becoming European cham
plons

He has talented strikers
creative and resolute midfield
ers. tough defenders and
sound oalkeepers., bul
whether Enr can mix all of
those appetising Ingredients

nd to glory in the

announced his

go outl as

of
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inie a prize-winning recipe
remains 10 be seen

In attack. E and have
class sirikers such as Black-
burn's Alan Shearer and New-
rastle's Les Ferdinand

In midfield. Venables can
call on Paul ince. finding the
sort of [orm that persuaded

TERRY VENABLES
Internazionale to buy him from
Manchester United six mil-
lhon pounds (9 million dollars)
a year ago, and his talisman
Paul Gascoigne of Glasgow
Rangers. the newly-appointed
player of the year in Scotland.

them is Arsenals
David tt. who has cost com-
bined transier fees of 22 mil-
lon pounds (33 million doi-
lars) during his career — the
most

t on one player in
ncrrmnqr.
In defenceé. if they are fit,

there’is the towering presence
ol Tony Adarms of Arsenal and
Gary Pallister of Manchester
United. In l. there is David
Seaman of Arsenal or Tim
Flowers of Blackburn.

Add 1o that mix forward

Teddy Sheringham. the tena-
clous Stuart Pearce, the inven-
tive Peter Beardsley. Coltish
Seve McMananam and possi-
bly the natural-bern
Eun]u-nrr.r Robbie Fowler. and
enables would appear to have
at his disposal men who have

the experience., will-power
and skill to take on and beat
anyone

« But somehow the mix does
not quite gel yet. Venables,
who has experimented with
Shearer L-.grrc up front as a
lone-striker in his "Christmas
tree’ lormation, is currently

1996

experimenting with playing
three at the back and five in
midfield

When he tried that forma-
ton against Croatia last month,
England looked solid as a
tcam. created a number of
chances, but ultimately were
heid 0-0.

Simply by being hosts. and
also because t Seem mnore
organised than they were un-
der previous boss Graham
Taylor, England cannot be dis-
counted as possible title con-
tenders. They do not often lose
at heame. and will have fervent
crowds behind them.

Most of Venabies squad are
too young to remember — or
weren't even bern — when

Queen Elizabeth presented
Bobby Moore witH the old
Jules Rimet trophy after Eng-
land beat West in the
1966 World Cup —but

they are old enough to know
their history. s

Since that day England have
reached the semifinals of just
two major tournaments — the
European Championship in
1968 and the World Cup in
1990

And apart from reaching
the last four of the World C
in 1990, their recent recor
in international tournaments is
poor. In 1986, they were elim-
inated in the quarterfinals of
the World Cup. and failed to
make the finals in 1994,

In 1980, they were elimi-
nated after the first round of
{he European Champion
finals in Italy. and failed to
qualify for the finals in France
in 1984 In West Germany in
1988 they lost all three group
maiches and in 1992 in Swe-
den drew two and lost one of
their group matches to make
another early exit

It Is now up to the yers
to help Venables a some
gloss to those sad statistics
and to create for themselves a
special place in English soccer
folklore like the one current
reserved for the heroes
1 966

As the official -iogan for
Euro '96 proclaims: "Soccer
comes hdome, "

For Enﬂhh fans nothing
less than the Henri Dela
trophy staying behind after the
lournament is over will make
it a worthwhile exercise.

Bosman still on warpath

BRUSSELS, May
4: Belgian Jean-
marc Bosman, w-
hose one-man fig-
ht against UEFA
changed the face
ol European soccer, is sueing
the sport's world governing
body FIFA over alleged attem-
pts to block the organisation of
a benefit match, reports

Reuler.
"Bosman (s seeking an in-

junction against FIFA which he
lames for trying to hinder the
staging of a support match
which shpuld take place on
May 14." Bosman's lawyer
Jean-louis Dupont said in a
statement on Friday.
Bosman threw the Euro-
Eean game into turmoil when
is six-year legal fight over g
blocked transfer culminated in
a European Court of Justice
ruling that UEFA's transfer fee
rules and restrictions on the

number of non-national players
in teams infringed European
Union law.

The benefit match, to be
played in Paris, has been or-
Eantucd by player unions FIF-

RO and AIFP and would fea-
ture Eumgeim players. includ-
ing Frenchman Eric Cantona,
and a team of players from the
Rest of the World including
Argentine Diego Maradona.

FIFFPRO signed a contract
with French commercial tele-
vision network Canal Plus,
which could yield as much as
1.4 million dollars of which 75

r cent was earmarked for

osman, the statement said.

"At a time when we finally
thought the Bosman case was
over, FIFA forces us to start it
again.”" Dupont told Reuters.

"We didn't have any choice.
If we didn't do anything. the
match might never take place.”

Dupont said that while

B e ———

preparations lor the match
were well advanced. FIFA had
noted a few days ago that its
rules stated matches between
mixed teams needed approval
from all the tearhs involved.
[rom national soccer bodies
and from FIFA.

He said FIFA's behaviour
was illegal as its monopgly for
the organisation of soecer
clashed with the trade union
and economic freedom stated
in the Rome Treaty.

Dupont sai Bosman
regretted having to take legal
action to have his most

fundamental rights re ed.

"After six long years of
(legal) procedures, he hoped
the match of the l4th would
mark the end of his legal trou-
bles,” he said. Bosman had
hoped "his opponents would
have the dignity and fair-play
not to interfere in this celebra-
tion of plavers”

s

Charles Barklay (L) of Phoenix Suns

S

B 2 ;
4

battles with San Antonio's Will Perdue (R)

-~
of the pos-

session of the ball during their NBA playoff game at West Arena on May 3.

— AFP/UNB photo
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