| houses.

| feels no urgency to act for a

| daily has drawn

The growth of urban population far outstrips
the newly-constructed housing facilities in our ci-
ties and tawns. The problem is the acutest in
Dhaka city. While this accommodation crunch in
the metropolis is well known, what is often less
focused and therefore the authority ‘
redress is the lack of
planning in the construction of residential
Residential areas are in a hap-
hazard manner with«no consideration for physical
environment. A report published in an English
the attention to various anomalies
of the housing sector.

« Both individual owners and real estate compa-
nies, according to the report, have been found
guilty of violating the Construction Act. The defi-
ance of the Act has been further helped by the
delay in revising the city master plan. The way
residential-cum-shopping complexes are coming
up is enough to give clue to a nightmarish sce-
nario of the city in the near future. Housing com-
plexes in particular have little or no space around
in contravention of rules; and due to the inclusion
of shopping arcades. the pressure on parking lots
and road spaces is staggeringly intensified.

Now the new city master plan envisages a dis-
persal of residential and shopping facilities so
that the pressure of vehicles and people at the
centre of the city can be significantly lessened.
The best way to do so is to set up’' a number of

proper

the question is, why instead of such a step,
permission is being given to build sky-scrapers in
the heart of the city with so little space around?
The Rajuk should know better. The plan for set-
ting up satellite towns should be taken up im-
mediately. Already we are confronting a rapidly
deteriorating city environment owing to our fail-
ure to see beyond our noses. If we continue to
foul up the city environment by not setting aside

| the breathing spaces such as parks and play-

grounds, and lakes and canals, the latter acting as
a natural drainage system besides their usual role
as beautifiers, we are surely doomed to suffer
heavily in the long run.

Time is fast running out for us to address the
City's congestion problems and the environmental
threats through an integrated package of actions.

The May 1 US embargo on shrimp imports
from Bangladesh sounds arhitrary despite being
courtesy-coated. This has been handed prema-
turely, too. While a minor adaptation has been
suggested to overcome the ban after taking due
note of the favourable side to our shrimp culture,

one wonders why the desired modification was
not allowed time before slapping the embargo.

There cannot be any second opinion about the
dire need to protect sea turtles where these are
endangered as a wasteful and environmentally
unfriendly by-catch to the hauling of shrimp. But
to delist Bangladesh in a global application of a
US standard requiring its trawlers to employ the

turtle-extruder devices (TEDs) is a shock ad-
ministered to the country at a time of its severe
export distress. Even the argument that a global
approach has to be unchoosy between ¢ountries is
no justification for its being applied 'in such a
blanket fashion.

Bangladesh's 'aquaculture’ is a specialised kind
of shrimp-farming — with ‘ghers’ or encir-
clements — in which the sea turtles can be kept
at bay. Where we have admittedly a real advantage
is, however, this: We do not as a rule harvest
shrimp in the wild so that the by-catch of sea tur-
tles is essentially averted.

While we urge the US government, in view of
the counter-vailing factors mentioned above. to
withdraw the shrimp export ban forthwith, our
basic advice, nonetheless, is directed homewards:
let unplanned shrimp-farming, import of dis-
eased fries and indiscriminate catching of them
locally be stopped once and for all. We should be
friendly to environment and ecology by our own
volitionn rather than being told by others. The
shrimp culture in general should be bailed out
from the excessive lure of money to which most
men in the busipess are currently falling prey.

Dhaka's Call

The UNCTAD IX conference in Midrand, South
Africa, has very rightly voiced concern over the
unmitigated plight of the LDCs. As a group they
remain on the lowest rung of the development
ladder despite the progress made so obviously in
the economic reform and trade liberalisation
processes since the mid-1980s.

It is agairist this backdrop that Bangladesh's
Commerce Secretary A H Mofazzal Karim has re-
iterated ‘the collective call of the LDCs at the
conference for a substantial improvement in the
flow of ODA to them as part of the long-existing
Jprogrammie of action.

The old trade preferences are gone, the import
prices of fi $ are up much the same way
tHat those of pharmaceuticals and essential capi-
tal goods have soared. While the aftermath of the
Uruguay Round is marked by an intensive series
of adjustments in the world trade regime the
whole process is only ng to unfold with so
much left of it to bear fruit. We are passing
through the gestation period of the overall reform

process. At this stage we are having to pay the
heavy administrative costs for

the U

mediately
rates of savings, investment,
capita income. While the

Yy Round stipulations without any im-
corresponding improvement in the
job-creation and per
global trade regime is

restructured, the

critical financing of develop-
has to come from ODA whose

satellite towns on the outskirts of the city. Now '

compliance with"
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I N the late 19508 or early
W60s. when my genera
HHon Wan al the

viversity, very few of us

thought ol gulnfz abroad to live
aid work lor the best part of
our lves and return home only
for holidays Now practically
everybody is in search of green
pastures eisewhere |n the
world. Millions ol Bengalis
work abroad My grandfather
never went beyond Calcutta.

Now over 100 individuals from

my own village alpne live
manently beyond the Suez

‘anal In New York,

iny «<ountrymen working in
Bolivian gas stations or as
farmhands in Australia. We are
eV today. The mobility
ol Bangladeshi workers have
gone 1:1]) beyond any imagin-
aton during the last twenty
yecars. This is the most
significant aspect of globalisat-
on which we often assume to
be the inevitable result of
enormous population pressure.
Like overflowing monsoon
rivers. ople must reach
beyond :ﬁ shores of the land
in search of income and
employment

lowever this is not the
entire stnr?' ol present day in
ternational labour migration
The technology origin of not
only labour migration but the
whole process of balisation
18 often overlook Globalisa
tion is basically a late 20th
century phenomenon. In the
first decade of this century.
the maximum speed at which
mai) could move was in a train
at 60 miles per hour Today,
the journey to the moon b
rockets takes place at 25
miles per hour The first voice
communication by telephone
involved a distance of 6 miles
Today though electronic mails.
both audio and video commu.
nications take place within
less than a second, Trrhrml_lt_:n_ﬁy
has conquered distanc ¢
world is like a village today So
people will move and distance
is no constraint

With the coming of
Grameen telephone, our vil-
lages will no longer be remote,
Without any loss of time. from
Times Square, New York, Ab-

Democratic Elections and Citizens

LECTIONS are import-
art in democratic gove
rmance.  According to
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, applicable 1o, all
member states ﬂF the United

Nations, “everyone has the
right to take part in the
governance o! his |or her]

country. directly or through
freely chosen representa-
tives................ the will of the
people shall be the basis of the
authority of the government;
this shall be expressed i pe-
riodic and pgenuine elections
which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage arrd shall be held
by secret vole or by equtvalent
voting procedures

The right to free and fair
elections is, 11 part, rooted in
the right to self determination
found in the United Nations
Charter (Art. 1. para 2), Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) and
ICESCR (Art. 1} and even in
the African Charter on Human
Rights (Art. 20).

Election Environment

Elections in Bangladesh
have historically been discred-
ited by political interference,
including intimidation and vio-
lence at pelling stations, vote
rirgging and even manipulation
of results, The electoral pro-
cess was rnever beyond ques-
tions. However, the 1991 par-
liamentary elections marked a
significant departure. putting
back public confidence in the
electoral process.

But unfortunately from
March of 1994, the election
environment! changed. Contro-
versy surrounding the BNP
victory in Magura-2, by-elec-
tions promoted allegations of
political interference and pro-
cedural impropriety in elec-
tions by the government and
opposition parties. and fueled
thpf: political impasse on elec-
tion issue that continues to
dominate the national politics
for more than 24 months
crippling the country. How-
ever, now the political stand
off ended after formation of a
neutral caretaker government
to conduct the general elec-
tions in 90 days time.

In this environment, gen-
eral elections that are substan-
tially free of irregularities and
whose results are generally ac-
cepted are important for the
survival of a multiparty democ-
racy. The forthcoming general
elections will be held in the
backdrop of mistrust and sus-
Picion among the political
players. It is therefore most
lmportant for the nation that
the forthcoming elections are
oderly. open, free of intimida-
ton and violence and well ad-
ministered as well. Even the
suspicion of fraud will under-
mine the credibility of the en-
lire election process and the
legitimacy of any government
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consensus

Sir, It is a matter of d
regret that in Bangladesh.
leaders of the former ruling
party and the oppesition par-
tles maintain strange relations
between themselves. They
have t—:nmglctﬂl}r forgotten the
fact that the ultimate atm of all
litical activities is the wel-
are 'ﬁf the nation. The rela-
tionship between the political
es has gone to such a low
evel that to a common voter
like me, it appears like per-
sonal enmity between the
leaders of the former ruling
party and the opposition par-

dul Hakim will be able to speak
to his father at Dashmina, Pat
uakhali district who may re
quest his son for 500 dollars
since he found out the day be-
fore, again through the tele-
Phnru:. that the exchange rate
8 quite lavourable these days.
A.Itgnugh evern today. it takes at
least two days to reach Dash-
mina from Dhaka and within
Bangladesh. we are still in
early decades of 20th century,
particularly in tetms of tech-
r%; yet globalisation has al-
ready touched the remote
corners of the country.

And it is not only money
transfer — voice, pictures, im-
ages and graphics — all can be
transmitted without fixed ca-
ble connections and without
any loss of time Communica-
tion today is total and com-
plete and if It is organised ap-
propriately. the entire popula-
tion can be drawn into the
mainstream of development
within the shortest possible
ume. What is necessary is a
well-designed distance educa-
tion programme (o transfer
technology — including its ef
fective utilisation 1n 65 000
villages of the country

Technology is the basis of
development and the vital
component of the technology
based development. (s mrrﬁ
In a recent seminar at BU
it was revealed that 2 000 mw
of L-l!:«:"l:l'imrlt{l can be generated
from available wind energy in
coastal Bangladesh Solar
E:utu-\rultair cells can be the

sis ol domestic electricity —
separately for each hémestead
It has become fairly Inexpen-
sive now and further reduction
of costs are expected in the
future

After energy. comes Promo-
tion of integrated farmin
combining crop, livestock an
fishery. intensification of irpi-
gated agriculture Introduction
of new high value CTOpS. seri-
culture, 0-forestry etc. Such
opportunities are numerous
and at the micro-level. paricu-

lar A(fro-crnlugical conditions
would determine exact design

of development
ample the most lew-lying
Noodplains where even one
Crop per annum is so uncer-
tain, but through raft-based
vegetable cultivation. com-
bined with fishery and duck.
dramatic changes of the pro-

duction structure are fJuite
leasible

Distance education through
instant audio- visual communi-
cation. computer graphics,
computer aided design and
management can o a new
dimension tuwardlp!:udcrnl-
sation of our rural ec .
The problem is the inherent
block in our mind to relate to
the most modern tec hnology
vis-a-vis primitive techn es
g;nrllling in rural B adesh.

¢ tend to be skepti — can
the immense gap be covered
overnight? Shouldn't we follow
a ste sle proach in the
tnln:.:dpulginn ﬂfaﬂ'chnﬁoﬂu to
our villages which are so far
behind? No. this is where we
are very wrong

Globalisation has enabled
free movement of labour
goods and services on a world-
wide scale. At the same time.
instant total communication
has created conditions to by-
pass centurtes of development
and proceed straight to the
compuler age ol modern
times. The quantum leap is
possible and it was best de-
picted by the advertisement
appearing in Indian newspa-
I.vcrn of computers as the head-
oad on a vendors basket —
usually meant for bananas.

The most pronounced glob
alisation of Bangladesh thro
labour migration can be idea
combined with technology-

Take for ex-

by Feroz M. Hassan

that assumes power following
the election.

Free and Fair Election

There is a marked and
rapid development in interna-
tional standards for holding
free and fair elections. This
development is arguably the
product of convergence of
State views concerning the
importance of democracy
Elaboration of standards is
pronounced in various docu-
ments of the United Nations.
and inter-regional organisa-
tions. Many state s willingness
to accept these standards. is
evidenced through their prac-
tice.

In order for the elections to
be fair it is important to exam-
ine whether the population
could freely exercise their
rights. adequately informed to
do sc. and have confidence
that the electoral process will
accurately reflect [Et'ir choice,

The examination of whether
elections are genuine includes
not only whether the election
administration is acting im-
partially and effectively. but
whether pdélitical contestants
have the opportunity to cam-
paign freely for popular sup-
port. The examination must
also include determining
whether the government re-
sources are properly utilised in
the electoral process. and
whether the law enforcing au-
thorities like police and the
public prosecutors are acting
to maintain order and are
protecting those seeking to
exercise their oivil and politi-
cal rights.

It is also important to
assess whether the judiciary is
conducting itself impartially
and effectively. whether the
news media are free to act as
conveyors of accurate informa-
tion and to act as watchdogs
over government and pro-
cesses as well as whether they
are providing access to politi-
cal contestants and objective
coverage of those contestants
and events of national impaor-
tance,

Public Confidence in

- Election

A consistent lesson in in-
lernational as well as national
electoral experience is that
elections are not simply a
technical process. Elections
are part of a political process
that, to be successful, requires
public confidence. Sound elec-
toral laws and procedures are
ofcourse necessary but are not
enough to build public confi-
dence in an election, specially
in a situation that now exist in
Bangladesh. It is very impor-
tant that the public including
the political contestants, must
believe that the electoral pro-
cess will be effectively and im-
partially implemented.
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ties.

Since better Jate than
never, | would appeal to all po-
litical parties to arrange a

and 'futhc:rlng in the greater
terest of the nation, to show
to the common voters that for
a national cause all the political
parties can unite, irrespective
of their political views.

D A K Choudhury j
136/Housing Estate, Sylhet

6th columnists?

Sir, Mr Zakhmi appears to
have been hurt by columnist
Kibria's misplaced shafts, | also
could never penetrate the 4t
lapitwist of the arguments in

Therelore dppropriate
sieps must be taken to ensure
that the electoral process, is
not only administratively cor
rect. but free from the r-
ception of paruaan&hi& t is
therefore. necessary for the
%ﬂvrmmcnt and the Election

ommission to take measures
beyond the minimum legal re-
quirements to create an ex-
pectation that _fa:‘rn:l* will
prevail. ~

We believe that the public
confidence in the electoral
process can be butlt by: a) set-
ting up ah effective and impar-
tial election apparatus that is
open and also transparent; b)
involving the political contes-
tants in all basic elements of
the election process: ¢} open-
Ing the election process to the
observation of citizens and
civic organisations; d) convinc-
Ing the electorate of the im-
portance of the elections. that
their personal safety and ballot
secrecy will be secured.

Transparency in electoral

rocess was a phrase not used
requently a decade a ago.
“Transparency” is a now by-
word in election vocabul
and is very important in build-
Ing public confidence. Trans-
parency builds public confi-
dence under the adage that if
You are acting properly you
have nothing to hide. Trans-
arency. in its electoral sense,
as numerous aspects and can
be applied to a range of activi-
ties.

The political parties, and
candidates play a crucial role
in developing public confi-
dence in the electoral process.
If the political contestants are
involved in meaningful way in
all stages of the process,
will be more trustful of the ac-
tions of the eleetion officials.
Steps so far taken by the Elec-
tion Commission is ¢éommend-
able.

Election Commission
should encourage and involve
political eontestants not only
to view all aspects of electoral
preparations, but be involved
in the total process from the
drafting of election laws and
selection of election officials
all the way throu
tion of results and resolution of
electoral complaints.

In addition to being impar-
tial, the Election Commission
must be able to take indepen-

dent and effective actions to .

protect the integrity of the
election process. It is essential
that the election laws must
guarantee equal treatment and
practical procedural due pro-
cess in order to ensure a cred-
ible election. Such precautions
really help ensure the satisfac-
tion of voters and political con-
testants in situations where
they perceive, rightly or
wrongly, that they have been

the column, politically planned
as propaganda for one party
against another. Khaleda Zia s
being painted as a super-hu-
man evil force, '
Analyse, yes: but withhold
the opinion. Let us see a new
Hangll;desh after "90 days".

A Husnain
Dhakn

An appreciation

Sir, I have great pleasure to
record here that the Planning
Ministry'has finally passed the
Proposal for sanctioning some
new teach}ng and administra-
tive posts for Bangladesh -
cultural Institute ﬁM}l, Dhm.
The PCF of BAI has also been

the tabula- -
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based rural develo
information technology

(infotech) -I;yin' the lead
role. B.lngr eshis working
abroad result in multi-million

dollar remittance income back

home — using both formal and
informal channels The

sure of the country to B
ties of rural technolegy devel-
opment will create an expand-
ing awareness Remittance in-
comes can be usefully chan-

neled into actual technology
utilisation on a fairly extensive

scale. The remitters can be the

investors since t are al-

re exposed o tec
n;;‘;ﬁumuulbrudm

instances. The domestic
awareness is the link
to be established t dis-

semination of infotech.

The world wide spread of
liberal free market economies
combined with removal of
barriers to free trade s the
vivid manifestation of %::ba.ll-
sation but to exploit it further
‘o our advantage. the global
spread of information super-
highway itself should be l.ttftn
traverse the length and

breadth of the country, in spite
of being poor and backward

This must be understood well
No doubt, due to large -scale
migration of labour, ex-
posure to a limited extent have
already been realised. But it is
an uneven, informal develop-
ment. Large scale introduction
of computers as the essential
hardware of the globalisation
process would not only mag
nify the limited exposure. |t
would also Initiate application
of science and technol to
rural production in ways ‘h

" Confidence

unfairly treated. Appropriate
due process inclades legisla-
tive, regulatory and judicial
procedures.

Another important recent
development in Internationsl

electoral trends, is the
widespread acceptance of the
contribution of non-

Baru;un election observers,
uring the last decade. for ex-
ample, domestic nonpartisan
monitors played very impor-
lant roles from countries A-Z.
Albania (0 Zambia. in the 199
Elrlllmentary elections in

angladesh. nonpartisan citi-
Zens groups together with the
International election ob-
servers played a significant
role in ensuring free and fair
elections.

In fact the role of the elec-
tion monitors (domestic and

international) is incorporated
and elaborated in Article 7 of
the 1990 Copenhagen Docu-
ment of the Conference on Se-
curity and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

Participation of citizens
groups like FEMA in the elec-
tion process is central to pub-
lic confidence. The public con-
fidence can be enhanced. by
E}Fcning up and making the
electoral process transparent
to public by allowing citizens
to monitor all aspects of the
elections. Election observation
by impartial domestic NGOs

and civic bodies adds signifi-

cantly to public confidence to
election process, besides guar-
anteeing the integrity of an
election it can also provide an
excellent opportunity to eiti-
zens in governmental aceount-
ability. .

It is learnt that many inter-
national election observation
groups. both governmental and
non-governmental will come to
monitor the upcomming elec-
tions from various countries.
Impartial international elec-
tion s can play a con-
structive role in enhancing
public confidence in the elec-
toral process. But according to
current experience they are
more effective when there is a
well established network of
domestic observers in place
who are more accustomed

with e and culture.
It is equally important to
recognise that a voter and civic

education are critical to gen-
uine elections. The principal
that "the will of the people
shall be the basis of the author-
ity of government” and that
"will" can genuinely be ex-
pressed if the voters are ade-
quately informed of the politi-
cal choices and contestants
thrnuﬂn civic-voter education.
The civic voter education must
cover the basics of why, it is
important to vote and that vote
will be secret, secure and re-
spected.

. The writer is
General of FEMA
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Secretary

roved in a recent pre-EC-
inter-ministerial meeting.
It may be mentioned here
that I had made an appeal to
the concerned authority
through the columns for ap-
proving our new project pro-
posal with a view to solving the
related problems-of BAL | take
this opportunity to our
?rnafnund thanks and gratitude
¢ the concerned luthaﬂgv and
also to you, Mr Editor and your
colleagues for providing us the
opportunity to ventilate our
grievances.

M Zahidul

General Secretary

BAI Teachers® Association
Dhaken

and
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A Joint Appeal for
Placing Children on
the National Agenda

Children First

S our country enters an phase of national di-
alogue on the vital issues that will sha the
Bangladesh of the twenty-first we it our

national § '-mmﬂhnndm-hh“ i
We recall that our Constitution asks for special
measures (o address the needs 6f women and {Part

c
3. Article 28 4}, and that Bangladesh has been
accelerate the proﬂ'm of women and children's devel-
opment. th - mnmﬂmmmm”
set by the Wor &Jmthﬂhﬂdlmhrthﬂm‘

The recent National Immunization Day, of l!?’l. has
generated welcome lurw1 from most sections our so-
Ciety. Including poiitical parties. Now
to build on this momentum towards anchoring in the nation's
conscience the primacy of human
particularly those related to women and c

Surl.;h action would address the
and children, constituting the great majority of our r*
seeging te mobilize through them the potential ad-
vantement! and bringing it to the centre of our
viable nation. This will also serve to release
Mative forces to shape the Ba
this initiative. we will be se
narrow the gap betweén the of
rapidly transforming nations.
speak up

But. even more impaortant. mmﬂ“m,hl
maltter of rights, the right of our own children to
very best possible from us. not only as individuals or families,
but also as a society. and the right of women to contribute and
beneflt. on an equal footing. to and from the
development. Our obligation |s all the more
we consider that chi do not have the
let alone promote, their rights. Thus our action
heart of the
ustice. [t is also

asic human rights and
values (Part 2, Article 11).

The international consensus on child fights is embodied in
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child two
which Bangladesh is one of the first signatories. It is vital that
out f)nhtlcal parties commit themselves to the energetic
fulfillment of the promise given to the children in this

convention.
consideration, we call upon our

Taking the above into
political parties and leaders:

keep child rights on a com-
effects

1] To pledge themselves to
mon national agenda, thus a possible negative
on children's interests caused by controversies or conflicts.
Children must remain above partly politics.

(2] To rededicate our politica system (o giving “First Call
to Children" by providing the maximum possible allocations

from national resources. as well as cooperating with de-
velopment partners to optimize their support towards the

same end.
all necessary efforts to the elimination of

(3] To dedicate
disparities and discrimination that affect the girl child and
women,

(4) To specify their commitments to women and children,
with reference to achieving the goals for the year 2000,
namely,

. Rﬂducin% infant and under-five child mortality to 50 and
70 per fd 000 live births, respectively.

" Reducing the maternal mortali ratio to 300
100,000 live births. 7 o

*Reducing severe and moderate Mmalnutrition among
under-fives by half, compared to 1990 levels.

* Provid universal access to sanitation.

* Universal access to primary education and com of
pll;;ll'gary education by at least 90% of primary school-age
children.

* Reducing adult illiteracy rate by at least half its 1990
level, with emphasis on f e literacy.

* Providing improved protection for children in w
difficult circumstances, such as working, street other
disadvantaged children.

(5) To include in the Code of Conduct for Elections a ref-
ercnce to ensuring that services for women and children are
not disrupted by political action.

While the children of Bangladesh, the voters of tomorrow,
have a legitimate right and hope that these minimal and
achievable goals will incorporated into the national
and expressed in party manifestoes and declarations, it is
important that tlE:c people remain vigilant as to their
implementation. This be in line with our Constitution's
emphasis on basic human rights and the respect of human
dignity and values (Part 2, Article 11).

All sectors of civil society, including the media, have a role

to play in making this appeal come into reality.

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum

Khan Foundation '
Association for Realization

Human Rights First the Child

Moitree Parishad

Ain O Salish Kendra

Village Development Center \
Asslstﬂnceﬁfar&hunﬂwdlﬂ:?tm

Bangladesh Jatiyo Mohila Ain-j Samity

Gono Sangstha

Plan International-Bangladesh
Center for Rural Child Development
Red Barnet

Voluntary Health
Development Feature
Manobik

Society mgf“c;r Underprivileged Families
Shishu K n Trust (SKT)
Under Pﬂat?aydeged Children's Education Program (UCEP)

Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) . "
Nari Moitree
Center for Training and Rehabilitation Jor Destitute

Women
Enfants dl.;.l monde (EDM)
Bangladesh Council g Child Wm (BCCW)
Bangladesh Shishu O Kendra
Center for Altermative Inforrhation and Analysis
Shoishab Bangladesh

L

SHAKTI-Foundation
PHULK]I
IJEugtgn Rights Association for Children
Integrated Vi De t Center (IVDC) ¢
n illage Developmen

agoroni

Center for De Communication (CDC)
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