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Antigua Test ends tamely

Asian U-16 soccer

Japan trounce

T
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quarterfinal stage. Both the
winners of today's matches will
face each other in the first
semifinal billed Monday at the
Dhaka Stadium.

The other four teams are :

Fiorentina's Stefan Schwarz (L) trying to receive a pass from his fellow Argentine striker
Gabriel Batistuta (R) while an unidentified A booter (C) seen resisting them during
their Italian Cup final first leg encounter in Florence on Thursday. Fierentina won the
match 1-0. - - UNB/AFP photo

Solid start by Yorkshi

Euro TT

Sweden regain
men's crown

BRATISLAVA, May 3: Swe-
den's men won their fifth
European table championship
title with a 4-1 win over de-

fending champions France on
Thursday, reports Reuter.
The Swedes. runners-up to

France at the last chambpi-
onship, got off to a shaky start
when Peter Karlsson lost 21-
15, 21-15 to Jean-Philppe
Gatien in the first match.

European silver medalist
and current European number
two Jan ove Waldner pulled
Sweden level after beatin
Damien Eloi 21-14, 21-17 an
Jorgen Persson put the
Swedes ahead by defeating
Patrick Chila 21-17, 21-6.

In the crucial doubles,
Waldner and Persson beat
Gatien and Eloi 21-17, 21-16
to Eivc Sweden an overall 3-1

"For us the doubles was the
decisive moment, because that
was what we lost last time and
what really lost us the title.”
Waldner said.,

The fifth match was the
tightest. Waldner eventually
beating Gatien 19-21, 21-13;
24-22. after trailing 20-17 and
fighting off five match points
before winning.

Friday is a rest day and the
championships resume on
Saturday with the doubles
events.

Nastase can't

believe it

BUCHAREST, May 3: Roma-
nian former tennis star I[lie
Nastase, who is running for

Vaughan ‘broke a
66-year-old club
reaching 3816
without loss inst Glamorgan
in Cardiff as the English county
cricket champions lﬂc began
on Thursday, reports Reuter.

The beat the previous
county best of 235 for the
opening wicket by Percy

olmes and Herbert Sutcliffe
against Glamorgan in 1930.

Moxon reached his 43rd
career century from 202 balls
with 13 fours and eventuall
finished unbeaten on 1
when had light forced an early
end,

Vaughan, who reached
thrcc:' off 196 balls with
1 : :
not out, leaving the pair need-
ing Ludt eight runs to beat the
Yorkshire record for any
wicket against Glamo
by Sutcliffe and
Leyland in 1928,

Rain curtatled the day's
glay. though Gloucestershire's

O-year-old Andrew Symonds
was also in outstanding form as
wickets tumbled regularly at
Lord's.

Symonds, who rejected
England's overtures last season
but has now made himself
avallable, blasted seven fours in
an unbeaten 42 off 40 balls as
Gloucestershire closed on 94
for four in reply to the home
side's 200 all out.

England's selectors would
have en alarmed at news
from Taunton, where Surre
batsman Graham Thorpe sui-
fered an injury scare as rain
and bad light cut short his
county’'s clash with ‘Somerest.

Thorpe was taken to hospi-
tal for a precautionary X-ray
alter being struck just above
the right elbow by a rising de-
livery from Somerset pace
bowler Andre van Troost.

But he was later able to re-
port nothing more serious
than severe bruising, saying: "I

Dahlin in
trouble

i

"BONN, May 3: Borussia
Moenchengladbach's Swedish
striker Martin Dahlin was
banned for eight matches on
Thursday after elbowing an
opponent in the face, reports
Reuter.

Dahlin, who wants to leave
the club at the end of the sea-
son, ¢clashed with
Kaiserslautern defender Axel

record by

an set
aurice

Graham Gooch's first
county championship as an
England selector was a two-
hour ordeal for evervone bar
Essex teammate Mark llott at
New Road — on a day when vis-
itors' captain Paul Prichard
wore a balaclava to keep warm.

Left-arm seamer llott. who
played in two Tests in South
Africa in December, survived
the cold and cheerless condi-
tions to take three for 27 as
Worcestershire reached 78 for
four in 32.1 overs at New Road.

West Indies and Pakistan for
Reuter,

1996

Novembex

4 Windies v Chairman's XI Lilac Hill. Perth
Wed 6 Windies v Western Australia (Day/Night) Perth
Frl 8-Sun 10 Windies v Western Australia. Perth
Tue 12 Windies v NT Invitation XI Alice Springs. northern

territories

Fri 15-Mon 18 Windies v Australian XI_ Hobart
Fri 22-Tue 26 1st Test — West Indies v Australia Brishane
mnmamm—wmmrmm

December

Fri 8 World Series Cup — Wess Indies v Australia (D/N)

Melbourne
Sun 8 World Series Cup —

Sydney

Tue 10 West Indies v Prime Minister's X1, Canberra

Fri 13 Pakistan v Cricket Academy, Adelaide

West Indies v Australia ‘A’ (D/N) Melbourne

Sun 15 World Series Cup — Pakistan v Australia. Adelaide
Tue 17 World Series Cup —

Adelaide

Thu 19-Sun 22 West Indies v Victoria Wangaratta, Victoria

Pakistan v Tasmania

Thur 26-Mon 30 3rd Test — West Indies v Australia,

Melbourne

Thu 26 Pakistan v Queensland (D/N) Brisbane
Sat 28 Pakistan v Australia ‘A' (D/N) Sydney
Mon 30 Pakistan v Hunter Valley Invit XI Newcastle. NSW

1997

ney
Fri 3 World Series
Brisbane

Sun 5 World Series Cup — West Indies v Australia Brisbane

Pakistan v Tasmania

Tue 7 World Series Cup — Pakistan v Australia Hobart West
Indies v Australian Country XI Toowoomba, Queensland
10 World Series Cup — West Indies v Pakistan (D/N)

Fri
Perth

Sun 12 World Series Cup — West Indies v Australia. Perth
Tue 14 World Series Cup — West Indies v Pakistan(D/N)

S

Thu 16 World Series Cup — Pakistan v Australia (D/N])

Melbourne

Sat 18 WSC — 1st final [D/N)
Mon 20 WSC — 2nd final [D/N
Wed 22 WSC — 3rd final (D/N) Melbourne
Fri 17-Sun 19 West Indies v NSW Sydney
Wed 22 West Indies v Cricket Academy Adelaide (***)

Tim Curtis (2) edged Neil
Williams to second slip.

at Canterbury where Kent

reached 63 lor two after being
put into bat against Lancashire.

frustration, with no
eacounter between
and Leicestershire at
Durham's
Northamptonshire at Chester-
le-Street or the Trent Bridge
contest
Nottinghamshire and Sussex

ACB's 1996-97 calendar

MELBOURNE, May 3: The Australian Cricket Board has
rejeased the programmes for the tours of Australia

the 1996-97 season. reports

West Indies v Australia (D/N)

West Indies v Pakistan (D/N)

January
Wed 1 World Series Cup - Pakistan v Australia fD/N)
Cup — West Indies v Pakistan (D/N)

Sjydn

Rain forced an early finish

Elsewhere. it was a story of
ay in the
rbyshire

rby,

clash with

between

by the

Melbourne

“--]

" berth

of the Dhaka Zonal qualifying
rounds of the 14th Nirman
schools cricket tournament

will begin in the capital from
tomorrow.

Batistuta fires
Fiorentina up

FLORENCE. May 3: Argen-
tine siriker Gabriel! Batistuta
scored the game winner with a

powerful right drive from the
penalty area as Florentina
defeated unde Alalanta of
Bergamo 1-0 in their first-leg
final of the Italian Cup
Thursday night, reports AP.
Batistuta, returning to ac-
tion in Itwaly following . his
commitments with the
Argentine national team, tal-
lied his seventh season goal in

the competition in the 51st
minute, following a Lacklustre
goalless first half.

The shot of the Argentine
centerforward sent the ball
just under the bar. carrying
away about 45,000 Fiorentine
fans who braved a rainy, cold
night at the Artemio Franchi
stadium in Flerence.

Batistuta, overcome in the
first 45 minutes by the rival
defence led by Uruguayans
Jose Herrera and Paulo
Montero, produced a sparklin
second half in which he sco
Fiorentina's winning gpals,
kicked some powerful free
kicks and made impressive
moves.

He barely missed a second
oal in the 65th minute, when

is diagonal shot went out by a
few inches.

While pressing on the at-
tack throughout the game,
Fiorentina produced a few
s-:nﬂ:;;xg chances while Atalanta
i two clear opportunities
with Italian centerforward
Sandro Tovalieri.

"Batistuta was decisive, as
usual. He's a great champion;"
Fiorentina's coach Claudio
Ranieri said afier the match.

"A one-goal advantage is not
a save margin, but in the sec-
ond leg (final) it will be up to
Atalanta to attack, and
Fiorentina's forwards could
strike more easily." the coach
added.

The second-leg fipal is
scheduled in Bergamo on May
18,

The Italian Cup awards a
in next season's
Euro Cup Winners Cup.

Florentine, who badly

SEOUL, May 3
Hoping to end a
bitter baltle with
Jal]iun over who
will host soccer's
2002 World Cup,
South Korea said Friday it is
willing to jointly host the
finals, reports AP.

The official about-face
comes with less than a month
left until FIFA, soccer's world

ing hod] is to announce
ts decision. Japan and South
Korea are the only countries
bidding to host the 2002
World u& '
“The South Korean govern-
ment and people will accept
joint-hosting if that is the wish
of mwsl member nations of
FIFA." Prime Minister Lee Soo-
sung told reporters at a break-
fast meeting.

"Soccer Is important, but it
should not result in damaging
good-neighbourly relations
with Ja . he said.

South Korea and Japan had
shown little interest in co-
hosting the cup in the past,
with each country engaged in
spirited bidding for the sole

LONDON, May 3: simply didn't pick the ball up. Gooch's only participation Hﬂwnllngh DSA, Comilla [ ] '
Yorkshire ope-  The arm will be a bit stiff Eu was to remove [rozen nﬁer- DSA. Naray DSA and

ners Martyn Mo- the morning, but | should be from his pocket to hold a | year's runners up Dhala m ns l w
xon and Michael able to bat " straightforward catch when Meanwhile the final phase

right to the event. .

But recently, more and
more South Korean officials
have privately showed interest
in renewed su stions
European and an soccer of-
ficials that the two histlorical
enemies co-host it

The competition for Asia's
lirst ever World Cup finals has
been marred by aceusations of
bribery and a rekindling of the
rivalry between the two neigh-
bours that dates back cen-
turies.

Japan ruled Korea as a
colony starting in 1910 until
its defeat in World War 1l in
1945. South Koreans consider
the bid to host the World Cup.
i compeliton against Japan, a
matter of national pride.

To win the bid both coun-
tries are usi vast sums to
build new stadiums and other
facilities, and have promised to
donate revenues to promote
SOCCET.

The president of the Union
of European Football Associa-
tions proposed last month that
Japan and South Korea be co-
hosts. UEFA has the largest

bloc of eight members on
FIFA's 2]-member executive
committee.

The Asian Football Confe-
deration has also nud:r the

same . but FIFA
President ﬂ Havelange has
said that joint-hosting was

Separately. Seoul gov-
ernment, to renewed
international criticism over
the eating of dog meat iIn
South Korea, said it will
do its best to curb con-
sumption during the World
ﬂ if South Korea becomes

Brigitte Bardot,
rights activist and former -
French sex symbol, has de-
manded that t

rean

IPOH. Malavsia,
May 3: Australia,
with nine former
Olympians., are
deemed favourit-
es at the six-na-
tion Sultan Azlan Shah Cup
hockey tournament kicking off
in the northern Perak State
Saturday. reports AFP.

The Aussies are fancied be-
cause of the relative inexperi-
ence of players in the other
participating teams — hosts
Malaysia, World Cup runners-
up Holland. Britain, South Ko-
rea and India. last year's Azlan
Shah Cup champions, local
sports officials said.

The six nations are compet-
ing in the week-long tourna-
ment as their final tune-up to
the Olympic Games in July.
The teams will be repre-
sented by a blend of youth and
experience vying for the, re-

maining spots in, their final
squad to Atlanta.
Britain, the Olympic de-

fending champions. have kept

Azlan Shah Cup begins tc')daﬂz

Aussies start favourites

their penalty corner specialist
Calum Giles under wrap as
coach David Whitaker does not
want the opposition to get a
closer look at his "trump card.”
The Dutch have left behind
nine of their first choice play-
ers, including their renowned
nalty cormer specialist Bove-
ander Floris, as, EEEDl'dini to
coach Norbert Nederlof, the

.are tied up with the fina

rounds of the Dutch league.

But the Dutch still look
formidable as their national
under-21 squad are the reign-
itg Curopean champions.

As for India, they have again
laken the Malaysian Hockey
Federation (MHF) for a ride as
they have brought an under-21

~side to defend the title which

ear. the sports
out. Not one of
is from the

they won last
officials point
their players

Olympic squad.

Besides Australia, another
country to have brought their
vest is Korea.

The Aussies will have nine

former Olympic players who
hrave a combined total of 1,285

The Koreans have with
them their Hiroshima Asian
Games champion squad. Ex-
cept for Song Seung Tae and
Kim Yong Bae, the rest have
been in the national side for
several years now.,

The Koreans, who are fresh
from last month's six-nation
carnival at Atlanta where Pak-
istan, India, Britain, United
States and Argentina also took
part, will be out to uphold
their reputation as Asian
Games champions.

And with the youngsters
from their respective coun-
iries to stake a claim for
the Olympics. the Ipoh tour-
nament promises to an ex-
citing meet, sports officials
said. ' ;
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