DH. "».I\ ’\ HA I LH[J 'ﬂ

Villagers, police
clash in
Khagrachharti:
19 injured

« KHAGRACHHRI. May 3: At
jeast 19 people. includin
three policemen, were 1n{|ur
in a clash between the villagers

lice in Dfghinala thana
“,30 ednesday. reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash h

erupted at Bhuyanchhara vil-
1 after police arrested an
old man, Shahadat Ali, 75, and
his daughter Farida Begum. 12
on charge of harvesting paddy
from the land of another per-
SOTL.

The villagers were outraged
‘as police beat up Shahadat and
his daughter I'n lowing the ar-

rest. Later, they were released
in the face of strong protest by

the villagers.
Seriously
Masud,. 21, and

Health Complex.

\h\"’l 4.

injured Alhelal
elal, 20, were

admitted to Merung Thana

’| l-.h}ﬁ

freshets' reception ceremony of the department recently.

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY: A student of Sociology Department rendering songs at the
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' Residential housing problem acute
in Rajshahi city

RAJSHAHI, May 3: Resi-
dential housing problem has
become very critical during
the recent years in the city

and suburb areas. About half of
the total population of the city

have no houses of their own, it
is learnt.

According to the sources of

ration, its
ation has risen to about
lakh but there are only
about 32 thousand holdings.
in the city. Out of the total
about 20 per cent houses are
overnment owned offices.
ther 20 per cent houses
cover school,
institutions of both
private authorities.
only about 20 thousand build-
ings are used for hou

Rajshahi City Corpo

ublic and

Due to the rising pro lem of

housi house rent has in-
unnan about two folds in last
years in the city area.
Suurcm aaid that a flat of three
" rooms with kitchen, dinning
space and toilets was easily
available at a rate of between
Taka 1000 and 1500 per
month in the respectable ar-
eas two years ago. And many
huuua were seen lying vacant
with "To Let” signboard hang-
ing for mnntl;n in those days.

college and other

at means
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The situation has almost com-
pletely changed now-a-days.
And house rent of a flat has
beeni raised to between Taka
1.800 and 3000 per month.

The main cause behind the
existing critical problem of
housing in the rapidly growing
city of Rajshahi is nonfunction-
ing of the Housing Settlement
Dep t. B esh House
Buil Finance Corporation
and Rajshahi Development
Authority which are supposed
to solve the housing problem

granting-housing loans and
establishing housing estates.
These institutions could not
serve the purposes. Money is
the main problem of their
failure. it is learnt.

The Housing Settlement
Department has a office here
but it has no actividy. - In the
late seventies it -had estab-
lished two small housing es-
tates in the city.

The House Building Finance
Corporation (HBFC) started its
function in the late seventies
with great expectation. It
could meet the need of houses
at once but had éitugupcd its
credit programme a
years ago for want of muucy
HBFC has started its loan pro-

gramme in all other cities and
towns but for an unknown
reason, Kkept it suspended in
Rajshahi. .

Rajshahi Development Au-
thority. however, is trying to
do something but due to
shortage of fund most
gmgrammea remained in the

RDA made *566
Padma Housing Estate,
plots in Bonalota Housin
tate, 56 plots in Parijat uua—
ing Estate and 224 plots in
Chayanir Housing Estate. Ac-
cording to the sources,
Chayanir has been developed
for the ple of low income.
Its plots are small and of low
price.

Another big project named
Barendra Housing Estate Con-
sisting of 823 plots is awaitin
for approval of the concern
Minis it is learnt. RDA has
some other housing projects in

lots in
3 1 1'?

Rajshahi also named Chan-
drima, Nikunjo, Prantik.
Bonasri etc, fates of which

have remained undecided by
the ministry. RDA was prepar-
ing some projects for middle
class people and low income
people in Aliganj Shibpur
Terokhadia, Chaddopai. Shan-

toshpur and Kharkhari areas.
A sources alleged that
the government. in most cases
Fprmrcd a very little amount
money for RDA and sug-
gested ’m run the projects on
self-funding system. Sources
informed that RAJUK. Chit-
lagnn}%jﬂﬂelnpm:nt Authority
ulna Development Au-
thority received fund eve
year but Rajshahi Developm
Authority got a small allocd-
tion of money once in two or

three years.

Recently. different kinds of
nongovernment offices are be-

ing established m the city for
ich residential houses are
being rented. The common
eople who are building
ouses are seen more keen to
rent thgir houses for offices as

this brings more money.
Thus, the hﬂusini pmhlc_m

is getting worse d y da
the city. To ease t problem,
House Building F“manc:c Corpo-

ration should start its loan-
disbursing function and Ra-
jshahi Development Authority
should be allocated sufficient
fund, the city dwellers as well
as the expérienced sources

suggest.

May Day observed
in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. May 3: The his-
‘torfc May Day was observed
here with renewed pledge ‘to
protect and uphold the funda-
mental rights of the working
eople. Different Trads
nions and Socio-cultural orA
ganisations chalked out elabo-
rate programmes which in-
clu lies and discussion

meeting.
The day hei nhacrvt:d V-
tr}* year £ the great
o thc wurkln g peo-
plt nf Chicago in United States
in 1886. On this day | lﬂgm.ru
ago workers of Chicago ad
Factory fearlessly protested
inst works for more than
eight hours a day and em-
braced martytdom to establish
their :

Kushtia Motor Sramik
Union held a day long rallies
and discussion on the
occasion. Workers of Indus-
tries also held dll-u:u:liun
meeting on the occasjon In
me of those who lajd

down t lives for the cause
of establish their rights.
Journalists of Kushtia Zilla

Press Club had a discussion
meeting in the evening with
Mizanur Rahman in Chair Ab:

dul!ttrlm

for guaranteeing the rights
u&mdﬂrmmm

One commits
suicide 1n
Jhalakathi

JMA‘I‘I-H May 3. A
farmer cgedly committed
suicide f a dispute
over land af a in Sadar

being sold

said that
have adequate stocks
iodised salt

are not interested to purchase

the same due to its compara-
tive =

and non-iodised salt is Tk four

to five. For this poor people
prefer non-iodised salt.

"into a 100-bed one.

50-bed hospital in Moulvibazar
beset with manifold roblems

HUUL‘I-FIE!.ZAR. May 3
The 50-bed Sadar Hospital of
the district is beset with niii-
fold problems which include
shortage of specialist physi-
cians, accommodation,
medicines and absence of
blood bank.

The hospital was upgraded
as modernised hespital with
50-bed in 1984 and relocated
to new area. Now, preliminary
works like developmeny of in-
frastructure has been com-
pleted to convert the hospital
But due to
lack of funds,, proposed new
50 beds are yet to be installed

At present the existing beds
of the hospilal can meet only
40 per cenl requirement of
the patients Most of the cots
and bedsheeta have become
worn out and these are rarel
replaced by new ones. it is a

ﬂtd
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In absence of blood bank.
the patients have to collect
bl from the Sylhet Osmany
Medical College Hospital and
sometimes patients in critical
condition die as blood cannot
be provided in due time In
1993, a blood bank was
opened, but it was closed
down due to lack of Int:rrsl of
blood donors.

Scarcity of life “Vinﬂ drugs
has posed a great problem.
Poor patients are the ®orst
sufferers as they cannot afford
to purchase medicines from
the markets Manrnpltirntn
from remote areas suffer much
as they have to go back findin
no seats vacant in the hospita
The diet supplied to the pa
tients is also not up to the
mark. hospital inmates alleged

The Moulvibazar sadar hos
pital conducts only minor op-
erations. There Is no arrange

ment I'ﬂr malnr rations, an
official source sai
In the rmcrﬁrmy section of
the hospital. a large number of
atients come here everyday,
Eui they are shifted to Sylhet
Osmany Medical College Hos
pital due to absence ol proper

emergency treatment facilities

The hospital authority has
applied for gas connection for
ﬁ: hospital, but it is still wait-
ing for implrmenlatmn As a
result, the child patients suffer
much for want of hot water

There are no

specialist
physicians for ENT,

skin-dis-

cases and medicine. though
these posts are lying vacant
since long

People of Moulvibazar have
urged the authorities to re-
inove the problems and enable
the hospital to function prop
erly

Bumper aman
production in
Patuakhali

PATUAKHALI May 3 Patu
akhali bas set a record ol

h-umge! uction by harvesl
ing 7.37.624 metric tons ol
paddy in last Aman season

reports UNB

Official sources sald scime
21.36 397 metric tons ol
Aman paddy including
6.94.775 metric tons of high
yeilding variety (HYV) were

in six districts under
division dunng the sea-
SOM .

The district wise break up
is 3.15977 metric tons were
produced in Barisal district,

1.81892 tons in Piroj ur
1.23.764 tons in Jhala
2.71,522 tons in l.nd
4.20 476 tons in ola. dis-
tricts

Bacisal Divis
42194 more
enrolled in

voter list
3 A taui of

BARISAL.. Ma
42 194
mﬂ th: ‘I‘ﬂl!.'.l'"l IIH

in thc six southern districts
under Barisal division till Apnri)
27 under the voters list cor
rection programme, official
sources said reports BSS.

The election officers re-
ceived 69 278 applications of
which 42 194 cases were set-
tled down, 3.193 rejected and
13.89] remained di :

Of the total. 22 CaSes
were settled in Barisal district,
1. 404 cases in Jhalakati. 3 829
cases in Bhola. 2 810 cases in
Pir 3.392 cases in Patu-

arid 8 697 cases in Bar-
gunn districts of the division.
the sources said

Now fhe total number of
voters stands at 34 97.709 n-
cluding 17 58 518 women in
six districts of the division. the
sources added

Dairy farming gaining
popularity in Satkhira
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SATKHIRA May 3. Dairy
farming is gaining populanty i
severl thanas of Satkhira dis
trict and the number of farins
is mcreasing every year

According 1o reports, be
fore 1993, the number of
dairy farms in Kalaroa, Tala
Assassuni, Debhata. Kaligon|
Shyamnagar and Sadar thanas
was 2] In 1994. the number
rose to 53 and last year it in
creaged to 96

District Livestock Depart
ment sources said, the number
of registered dairy farms is
now g& and the pﬂﬁrulaliun of
improved cows in those farms
476

According to sources, the
demand of milk in the district
il ab-uut 13.500 metric tons

{ but the registered
dnnf arms and milkmen
ly only about 9,500 metric
turu of milk is being sold at
Taka 12 to 14
District Livestock Depart-

can.

men! spurces said that due Lo
short supply the price ol milk
in mrrta.ltnﬁdgradua]

Abdur him aster of
Debhata. owner of a dairy
farm told this correspondent
that he has 12 Improved cows
that give him one maund of
milk daily He sells milk lor
Taka about 20,000 a month

Abdur Rahim said that just a
year ago. the dai farmp owr-
ers, were in trouble as there
was no clear prospect for the
farms They had to sell milk at
a lower price. But, now they
have been gaining confidence
again as the demand of milk
has increased recently

S M Nur Islam, owner of a
farm at Satkhira town said
that he had been running his
dairy farm with eigght cows. He
gets 35 litres of milk daily and
earn about Tk 8000 per month

ofit.
farmm owners are also

suffering from the scarcity of
fodder

JAMALPUR: Erosion in river Jamuna near Bahadurabad
ghat has started to engulf fresh areas. Water level in the
river is gradually rising threatening more areas of

embankment
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191 firearms

recovered
in Khulna div
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JESSORE, May 3: Police
from different districts of
Khulna division have recov-
ered a total of 191 illegal

[irearms during the special
drive last month.

Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Khulna range, Ashraful
Huda told this while address-
ing local journalists on Thurs-
day at the auditorium of Police
Super's office, Jessore.

?-JGE sought allout coopera-
tion from the people in recov-
ering illegal arms. Police Su-
pers from Jessore, Jhenidah,
Magura and Naraijl were pre-
sent.

Meanwhile, Chowgachha
thana police arrested four mis-
creants from different parts of
the thana and recovered one
gun and six cartrtd_ﬁ;:s from
their possession on Thursday®
The arrested are Moln, leader
of Purba Banglar Communist
Party of Boro Khunpur and Abu
Bakar Siddiqui. Meshbah and
Lutfor Rahman, of Bagar Dari
under Chowgachha thana.

According to police. they
were wanted in” a number of
criminal cases.

According to another re-
ort, Kotwali Police arrested
ollick Mokammel Kabir,

former convenor of JCD visit of
Rajshahi University and Zillur
Rahmarm Vitu, President Jes-
sore district committed of Ch-
hatra Moitri from local town
and recovered one 303 Rifle
and ammunition from their
possession on April 30.

Mismanag_gment a]iEEed

Inadequate water

supply in
Bandarban

BANDARBAN, May 3 : The
supply target of water is not
being ensured in the town due
to al mismanagement and
irregularities of a section of of-
ficials, reports UNB.

Local Public Health De-
partment (PHD) sources said,

day about two lakh gal-
lons of water is needed in the
town while the dwellers are

getting only 50 to 60 thou-
sand g :
Moreover. the power

pumps of the Tk 4 crore wa-
ters supply project of the town
cannot meet the 12 per cent
demand of the water. Lack of
proper planning. defect in in-

ation of power pumps and
irregularities of the concerned
officials were said to be main
reasons behind the setback of
the project.

According to PHD officials.
at present only four out of 14
pumps of the project are in

operation. The rest 10 went
beyond any repair,

PHD has also established
three infiltration galleries at a
cost of Tk |4 lakh on the bank
of the river Sangu lo supply
10 000 gallons of water each.
But it is learnt that each
gallery can supply only 25 per
cent of its target.

Recently, local PHD con-
structed a well at Caochin
area in the town to lilt 10
Fat]nna of water per hour but
inally it managed to lift only

4.000 gallons
Meanwhile. iIntestinal dis
eases [Includin ditarrhoea.

dysentery have broken out in
many area due to scarcity of
drinking water

People are collecting con-
taminated water from ponds
and canals to meet their daily
nectssities due to inadequate
supply of pure water

One beaten
to death
in Satkhira

From Ouf Correspondent

SATKHIRA, May 3 One
Bimal Chandra Hore, 49, a be
tel leafl cultivator of Khalish
Khall village under Tala thana
was beaten to death by a group
of miscreants r:crntty

Accordl n%w
SOUrces. da of n-ct:ur
renice. Bimal Chandra came to
s#ll betel leafl at Patkel Ghata
bazar under Tala thana While
returning home a group of
miscreants attacked him near
his village with lethal weapons
They beat him mercilessly As
a result he died on the spot
Previous enmity was the cause
of the incident, lice said

A case was ) with Tala
thana

police

More villages in
Kishoreganj brought

under REB plan
From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ May 3
Three more vill in Pakun-
dia thana have n brought

under rural electrification pro-

amme. The villages are —
garasindhur, Jamalpur and
Deokandi.

Md Matiur Rahman, Super-
intended of Police (SP].
Kishoreganj formally inaugu-
rated the supply of electricity
i’ three villages by switching
on the board on April 22

Iin this connection, a dis-
cussian meeting was held at
Haji Zafar All College with
Matiur Rahman Sarkar, Chair-
man, Egarasindhur wunion
parishad in the chair. It ‘-'ll
addressed among others
Nazrul Islam, Executive
neer, Rural Electrification
Board (REB) Artf Ahamed Gen-
efal M Palli

anager, l(l-hon:#n
Bidyut Sam#ty. Nurullah Mo-

. hammad Ansari and Ahamed

Fazlul Karim, founder of the
Hajl Zafar All College

NATORE, May 3: Excessive
drought along with acute
drinking water crisis has made
the life of the people of Natore
district extremely miserable,
Present situation may also af-
fect the agriculture sector.

Most of the rivers, beels,
canals and ponds have dried
up. No sign of rain has been
witnessed yet. Due to scorch-
ing heat and lack of water,

-lands has turned as hard
as rocks and cracks have de-
veloped in the fields.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department, jute
cultivation during the current
season will be greatly ham-
pered if there is no rain within
next one week.

On the other hand. irriga-
tion is not possible due to
drought. Nagendra Chandra

g a farmer of the town said,
"Though 1 irrigate my farm
land every day but water sud-
denly became scarce’. "Boro
plants are turning }rclluw as |
can not- water the plants on-
time". he added.

Many low lift pumps, shal-
low tubewells, dgep tubewells
have already been rendered
unserviceable as underground

NATORE:

Che Taily St 9

@
Drought hits boro, jute cultivation
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water level has abnormally
fallen throughout the, district.

Drinking water crisis has
become acute both in poura
and rural areas.

Water supply in the town
can not meet the demand, ac-
cording to allegations received.

According to concerned
sources, about 22 lakh gallon
of water is required for about
80 thousand people of the
town. But only five lakh gallons
of water is being supplied in
the town at present.

As a result, " about 70 per
cent people of Natore poura
areas are deprived of drinking
water,

Many people have sube-
wells in their houses. But, in
some cases, the tubewells can
not s Japly water as the under-

ound water level has further

allen. In most of the cases,
the tubewells are to resink and
additional 10 to 20 feet deep
to get water.

According to
sources, out of 2,348 shallow
tubewells (STW] * 102 have

one out of order in Natore
adar thana while out of 2,392
STWs, about 50 have gone out
of order in Shingra thana, out
of 1.877 STWs about 70 have -

official

Severe water crisis in Natore

gone out of order in Lalpur
thana, oul of 1,844 STWs 54
have gone out of order in Bo-
raijgram thana,
STWs. 36 have gone out of
order it B

out of 930

atipara and out of

1,294 S s about 74 have

gone out of order in Gurudash-
pur thana.

There are at least 3.620

"tara” pumps throughout the

district. Ol them only 111

pumps are remaining out of
order.

But, unofficial sources in-
formed this correspondent
that about 40 to 50 per cent
of shallow and tara pumps have
been chocked up.

. The miseries of the
became further acute due 1o
erratic supply of electricity.
People living in rural areas are
the worst sufferers. Demand

eople

for green coconut and have in-

creased.

According to Department of
Public Health Engineering
(DFHE)} . underground water
level has fallen by 6 to 8B feet in
this region during the last one
month.

Prayers are being offered at
different mosques and temples
for rain.

i, fEE! P B
s =

The prevailing drought and heat situation has forced many cattle like these

buffaloesto cool down in water wherever available, even if much away from the field.

—- Star photo

Construction work 1n
Kushtia affected as
prices of materials go up
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KUSHTIA, Mayv 3 : Continu-
ous price hike of construction
malterials like cement. rod,
brick, sand and CI Sheets as
well as carrving cost hgs been
hampering construction work
in the district.
price of rod has been at-
tributed to the shortage of raw
materials like scrap iron from
Chittagong. Continuous load-
shedding has been causing
work stoppages and work on
most of the re-rolling mills
remain suspended for want of
raw materials. This results in
the scarcity of materials in the
market.

Demand for this materials
has Increased with the start of
development work in the dis-
trict Similarly. price of brick
has increanc manifold as large
quantities of bricks were con-
sumed in reconstruction work.
Price of cement has shot up
abnormally due to the failure of
the TCB to meet the demand.
Cement in Kushtia shot up
from Tk 270 from last week.
Carrying cost of materials have
also Increased for shortage of
trucks. At present a bag ol ce-
ment is being sold at 280

| instead of Tk 195 while price

80 pc weavers

become jobless
in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, May 3 About B0
cent weavers of the dis-
trict have become almost job-
less due to high prices of raw
materials and {ree trade of In-
dian smuggled sarees render-
ing some 21 000 handlooms
idle, local sources said, reports
UNB
According to Handloom
Board. there are 38.000 hand-
looms in six thanas of the dis-
trict which included 28,000
pitlooms and 10000 Chit
taranjan looms
Local people said a large
number of weavers also leit
their profession due to abnor-
mal price hike of yarn. dyes
chemicals and other raw mate-
rials and consequent in
cost of production
They said due to uneven
competition with the Indian
sarees they are forced to sell
the same below cost ef produc-
tion. h
The .weavers community
urged the government to take
pragmatic steps and adopt
olicies congenial and
avourabie for the development
of handloom industries

Arms recovered
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. May 3. Chit

tago district police recov-
ng l."ll five light
lunl two barrel guns,

one old SLR. two bullets and
17 cartri s from different
thanas of the district d;;}ng
April 28 and May |, a ice
press release sald Thursday.
reports BSS

The enhanced -

of one kilogram of rod has in-

creased from Tk 18 to 21.

Similarly price of bricks has
bccauSt of its htav}r

one u
eman

1§
villages have ai}c %: vmﬁt

ing for high cost of Cl| Sheets.

A bundle of Cl Sheet which
place of Tk
1700 hampering construction
of kutcha or semi pucca houses

sells at Tk 1900 in

in villages. The

price of bam-

boo has also shown an upward
trend. Villagers said there is
severe scarcity of bamboo in
the district because of indis-
of bambeo
its clusters
for use in the brickfields, A
piece of mediwyn size bamboo
sold at Tk 100 instead

criminate fellin
and uprooting o

is bein
of Tk 70 to 75. As a resultl,
poor people are facing difficul-

Skilled manpower
needed to boost
agri output:
BAU VC

MYMENSINGH., May 3 Vice
Chancellor of Bangladesh
cultural University [BAU)
underscored the need for
building skiled manpower te
help the country's farmers to
boost production. reports

LIN.

"“We will have to develop the
country by using our own
krmwledgf merit and devo’
tion,” he said while addr&qsm%
the installation ceremony o
the newly elected office bear-
ers of BAUl Emiployees Associa-
tion

The VC also called for coor-
dinated efforts of BAU stu-
dents, teachers and officers to
achieve its goal in agricultural
extension research and educa-
tion.

Presided over by Muham-
miad Idris Ali. the function was
addressed by Registrar Muh-

~ammad Abdul Hannan Khan

ties in constructing their | and Prof Dr Muhammad
houses. } Hossain.
,_

Name of work
3 Estimated cos!
4 Eames! money
5 Time aliowed
& Name of offices where tnm:lnt

documents will avalable

7 Name of office where tender
bids will be receved

[ Last date and hme of recep!
" sealed cover

% Date and time of recording in
the office of the undersigned

0 Dete of lotery

11 Elgibility of contractors

DFP-8811-234
G-550

J

‘Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer (RHD)
ks s

Notice of RHD Inviting Tender

1 Tender Notice No. 66 PRD 1995-96.

Construction of double soling at pan
of 19th & 20th KM of Togra-Ingurkani-
Kalaron sanns Road under Percjpur
Road Division, Pefopur during 1995-96.
9 64 J48/-

19,287

35 (Thirty fivel days

Executive Engneer (RHD) Road
Division Perojpur/Bansal Patuakhalv
BholaPlanning and Design Division:
Barisal/Planning Dwision, (P&D)
Dhaka/Sub-Dwvisional Engmneer (RHD)
Road Sub-Division. PeropurKawkhal

dunng office hours on all working days
No tender form will be sold on the

opening date of tender.
Additional Chiel Enginear (RHD)
Banisal Zone. BansalSupenntending
Engineer (RHD) Monitoring &
Evaluation cirfice (P&D) Dhaka: Su-
perintending Engineer (RHD), Barisal
Road Circle. Barisal Executive
Engineer (RHQ), Road Diwvision,
Perojpur/ Barisal/PatuakhaivBhola
Up o 12-30 pm on 16-5-96 £/2-2-1403 B

Al 12-45 pm % 19-5-06 £/5-2-1403 B

21-5-96 E/7-2-1403 B at 10-30 am
A’ 10 'C" class enlisted contractos
under general category of RHD, D"
class enlisted contractor under
general category of Bansal Road
Circle, Barisal.
Md Jalilur Rahman Pramanik
Executive Engineer (RHD)
Road Division, Perojpur



